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To  his  GRACE 


"      s 


Lord  Duke  MAlbemark,  Sec*  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant  of  the  Counties  of  Devon,  and 
E(fex,  Gendeman  of  His  Majefties  Bedt 
Chamber,  one  of  His  Majefties  moft 
Honourable  Privy-Council  ,  and 
Knight  of  die  Moft  Noble  Order  of 
the  Garter,  <^c. 

MY  LORD,  ^? 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

pare  not  call  this  JeBrefs  Tnfun^tmy 
the  ufual  Con^lement  imn^Vtf  to  Terjons 
(f  Honour  in  VeHcatms  of!Books,  hut 

i>utj,  and  the  greateft  Servke    lean 

pajiyou.    It'sthecaufeofQod,  and  Aecdufe 
df  Mens  mmortal   Sotds  y   I   an   defend' 


The  Epiftle  Dedicatory. 

iminthisTreatife,  aSubjeSt,  ibhkh  cldms  at* 
tention  from  all  degrees  of  Men ,  and,  wherem 
the  moft  pniffant  Prince  is  as  .rmtch  concern  dj 
as  the  meaneft  jtaffd,  tt  'is  a  future  efiate, 
and  what  becomes  of  men ,  when  their  bodies 
do  drop  from  thm^  and  "ikat  the)  mufi  do  to 
inherk  that  et'tr^l  Glory ,  -  winch  a  merciful 
God  hath  been  pteas'd  to  promfe  them ,  that  I 
intend  tofpeak  to ;  and^  tlxre  bejuch  a  thmg^ 
m  a  retribution  after  "Death , :  4m/  mt  Sauls ^ 
fifhn  they  U^e  tixir  Earthly  Tabernacles y.muft 
ttem  to  an  afterMckomngy  and  appear  before 
the  dreadftd  Tribund  vfaju/iyafid  mfimte  Ma- 
jesiy,  certMidf  ti^cJMan  iiutijuft  to  hinfelfy 
and  an  Enemy  to  his  own  j^efetlfOtiiny  thai 
dares  negkSi  his  preparation  for  that  great  y  and 
tremendous  Audit,  and  prefers^'not  meditatim 
on  that  laji  account  before  all  the  fenfual  enjoys 
ments  of.  this  World. 

f'  My  Lordv,  We  are  faltn  into  an  ^e, 
wherein  fome  few  daring  men  ( indeed  their 
number  is  inconfiderable ,  compared  faith  the 
^refober  pairt  tf  MatMid)  halte  frefumed 
to^  mock  ai  a  punifhment  after  "Ikathy  aa^i 
term'd  that  a  'Buzhear^  deriVd  from  the  Tales 

.     '  of 
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■^^rieflsy  and  the  melauholy  if^cmm^i^  <  ' 
tmn^  wM  the  mfer  WorU  heretofore  itfas  d- 
fraU  to  entertm  ,  hut  with  fruft  ferious  re- 
jkBions,  Whtntheri^fianifMfi  fubiiBju^ 
wents  for  ahm/t  Six  tboi^id  years  tt^^ei^y 
hy  the  mfi^ifHaturey  and  Confckikej  have 
heUev'd  a  Juture  ^trihutmy  it'spretiy  to  fie 
afe»  ram  Youths,  who  haw  dtomi*4  their  ^a- 
fm  ifi  Stnfuaiky^  andfcarcely  ever  perns' d  atiy 
^ofks  \  hut  ^^manca  ^  and  the  lafciinom 
^apfodiis  cf  ^otts ,  affum  to  thu^ttfes  u 
ft^KT  to  amr^d thiimerfal finfi,  md <:oft- 
fpftt  ofMitrAmd ;  think  then^elves  wiftr,  thaU 
aUthe  grave  Sages  ^  that  haVe  Wd  hefore 
them  i  atd  hreak  Jejis  in  their  ^ots  and  De- 
hmcherieSy  upon  that ,  W?icfc  not  only  Chrifti' 
anSy  but  Jews  ^  MahomitanSj  and  'HJedtheniy 
ij)e  fuhtilejt  and  moji  knotinr^  of  them  ,  hdvey 
ever  fhm  we  havt  any  ^cord  or  Hifiory  of 
their  ABions ,  and  !8e/w/J  profefs'd^  and  em- 
hrd^d  with  4U  imagmaUe  ^(eVerende. 

Andy  Alt  mW  things  come  to  a  fite  j^ip. 
My  Lord ,  whm  Chrifiiamy  y  the  deafeft 
^Vdation  that  was  ever  Vouchfafed  to  ?n*<r, 
hath  hem  remedy  mfirnidy  and  approV'd  (f- 

.  A  J^  in 
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in  the  World  aho)>e  Sixteen  hundred  years,  and 
the  greateft  Kbfo^hers  ,  in  many  of  thofe 
Comtries,  ■  where  it  hath  taken  ^($ot,  haye  not 
dared  to  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it,  the  convht' 
cing  power  that  came  along  with  it,  proclMnung 
its  t>iy>mty  and  Majefiy  j  that  thefe  hold  Atten' 
tatesJhouU  now  begin  to  arraign  its  Authority, 
and  put  us  upon  praying  the  fir B  ^r'mcipUs  of  it, 
as  if  the  WoAd  were  return  d  to  itsfmner  bar- 
barifm,  and  ipe  had  once  more  to  do  with  Infi- 
dels, as  if  men  had  tUyeJied  themfehes  of  Hu» 
manity,,  put  on  the  nature  (f  ^afts,  and  were 
ferit  into  the  World  to  under fi and  no  more,  but 
the  matter  and  motion  cf  the  Malmsbury 
Philoibphy. 

I  confefs  I  haye  fometimes  blamed  mjifelffdr 
accujing  thefe  Uhertines  ofAtheifm,  when  I 
haye  underHood ,  ft/hat  mortal-  Enemies  th^ 
Tt>ere  to  Lying,  and  Non-fence  ;  for  how  Jhomd 
not  they  helieye  a  God,  that  cannot  fpeak  a  fen* 
tence,  but  mufifwear  by  him  j  or  the  Truth  of 
the  Chriflian  ^ligim,  that  put  fo  remarhftble 
an  £mpha(is  upons  Wounds,  and  ^lood ',  or 
another  World,  that  do  fo  often  impricate  Dam* 
'  nationp  themfehis  i  or  the  bemg  of  a  Deyily 

who 
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vA)Q  do  not  feldom  "^'tfh^he  may  ionfound  themii 
Would  mt  any  man .  conclude ,  ithai  Terfms 
,pho  do  fo  exclaim  agam^  tvery  m^akgHy 
and  mifflaced  word,  and  are  fuch  perfiB 
Maflers  of  Sence  ,  and  yoke  themfdves  fo 
muchufm  their  Veracity,  muft  needs  bdieve  the 
exiUence  of  thofe  things ,  they  make  ifeofin 
their  ingenious  Oaths  and  Curfes ,  the  Pompous 
Ornaments  which  in  this  Licentious  Age  fet  o^ 
the  Glory,  Wit^  0sid  Gallantry  of  fuch  accon\* 
flijh*d  pretenders  ?  'But  though  wemt^jnotbe 
fo  wmanmry,  as  to  accufe  tlxfe  Wits  of  con- 
trddiSiions  in  their  Difcourfes,  yet  any  matt  that 
doth  riot  /oVe  darhtefs  better  than  light ,  may 
foon  percetfie  how  faulty  this  way  thefeSc&p* 
ticks  are ,  there  being  nothing  more  com/am 
leith  them,  than  tofnuk  at  the  "Notion  of  that 
Qod,  by  whom  they  Swore  hutjuji  before  ;  cmd 
to  raillc  that  day  of  Judgment,  which  they 
feenid  to  acknowledge  in  their  abfurd  ibify^i  and 
imprecations. 

Some  have  I  known,  who,  in  a  ferkus  Fit, 
hc^e  been  pleas  d  to  tell  me,  that  tf  they  could, 
befure,  there.was  another  World,  anda^tri' 
hutionfir  Good  and  Evii,  rnne  Jhotdd  eecceed 

them 
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them  in-  ftrtSimfs  if  Conyerfatim , .  Mi  extiH  i 
piefy  of  Life  \  andlamfo  ehoi'kahU  to  helie'H, 
thai  thek  ffeek  the  fenfe  of  mofi  (f  the  rejk, 
and  that  the  imagmry  urani  ofc&tmty  tn^Ms 
inimm  Tomtj  diverts  them  from  imturii^  on 
dfdt  mvxence  mi  ferity ^  Tthich  was  thegkry 
of  the  ^rmtive  Chrifiians. .  But  may  knot  be 
refdfite  to  erujmre  y  whether  thefe  doubters 
h^^  ever  taken  the  r'^ht  way  to  befatisfkif 
If -one,  that  hai  never  heard  cf  fuch  a  City  itt 
Exeter ,  fhoidd  he  told,  that  a  Friend  of  his 
Uttdy  deceafed  there ^  hadkfi  him  a  Thoufaid 
^omdsi  and  he  fhmid  reply,  That  if  he  were  > 
certain  there  were  fuch  a  Citf,  he  would  repair 
thkher,  and  yet  would  not  enfureef  theft  that 
tare  able  to  inform  him :  m^t  it  not  be  pre  fu- 
med, that  fuch  anonehadno  nundto  be  fatif 
fed  ?  Aid  I  durft  appeal  to  the  Confaences  of 
thefe  men,  that  doubt  of  an  after-retribution, 
whether  they  did  ever  fatcerely  and  impartiMy 
defire  or  endeavour  to  be  fatisfkd  about  k  ?  2)ia 
they  ever  da,  whk  every  rational  mm  ou^t  to 
do,  thia  is  willing  to  be  afcertmedof  the  truth 
€f  a  common  report^  ttid  they  ever  put  them- 
fehes  to  half  that  trouble ,  to  be  convinced 

of 
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nf^  certainty  <f  a  {mm:jikigfnem  ■  that 
my  pti  thmjebei  ta ,  -  i»^  i  ihh  '^»vM 
hum ,  ■  whether  the  Tkk  df  the  EHafe,  «% 
would  ky , .  he  ^oodl  dt  no  f  Do  mif  they 
dntdf^e  from  Lawyer  to  Lawyer  t9  aitf^ 
about  the  Evidences  that  relate  to  it  ?  Jm 
iy  this  we'gwfs ,  that  they  are'  w^ir^  to  be 
fatisfied.     '  .     ''-  ^ 

To  fc^^At  a  Norton  of  Tbeg&f  dad  inS^ 
ment  before  exarmnationy  is  aff^at  fi^of 
inSfcretion  and  folly  iiithpfe  that  do  it^  ii>hilji 
the  frudent  man ,  *  that  defires  tor  Anbw 
the  trufh  tfity  fii^ires  what  joti^ty  thrt 
is.in  it,  whether  any-.  Hfifi  ntiH  fifere  eyter 
(j  that,  opinion,  W)at  reafon  they  had  to 
thif^fo ,  and  whatentic^i  or  mo'Hd  thtiH 
to  embrace  it  f  He  is  fo  far  froki  excLum' 
ing  againfi  it  at  tht  prji  hearing' ,  or  ar» 
raigning  thofe  that  rediye  >  it  as  too  facik 
Olid  credulous^,  that  he'^tt  confult  with  men, 
whom  he  may  rationaSy  fitppo/e  to  be  at  kafi 
as  wife  and  teamed-  as  himfeif ,  and  fee  what 
JrgmerUs  thejf  can  aUedge  for  it,  and  whe- 
ther thofe  Jrgmet^t  be  fat^aBory  or  jto\ 
'Nor  t^ofdd"!  reamt  tmre  pains  or  indnAn 
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in  the  cafe  bt  fteftm ,  than  fitch  an  a^ 
cation  »  pmeme  to  he  fatisjkd  m  the 
truth  (f,.  a  future  flate ;  md  he  that  would 
thus  froceedy  tnup  be  firangefy  fhfid^  if  he 
ie  not  conymced  of  the  verky  and  rattonaiity 

of  it. 

0ut  when  I  fpeak  of  emptirii^  intft  the 
truth  of  the  T^im  h^ore  us,  I  do  not  mean 
a  fl^ht  or  fitperficid  furvey  of  it ,  not  a 
fafh  <f  conception ,  which ,  like  Lightflii^ 
(to  ufe  Plutarch'^  phrafe)  dies  as  Toon  as 
born  y  but  a  ferious  weighing  and  ponder* 
ing  the  muter  ;  fw  it  would  feem  a  firange 
ejfeii  of  arri^ance ,  and  fejf-concekednefsy 
to  undertake  y^^firft  fight ,  to  cmpreUndy 
and  refute  oM  the  reafons  of  a  Pointy  where" 
in  yery  pife  men  haye  en^oyd  the  .con- 
templation and  fiudy  of  many  hours.  In 
aUdifputeSy  there  are  Topicks  of  greater  or 
lejfir  weight ,  and  if  fome  of  theft  pregnant 
Wits  find  themfehes  able  to  refel  fome  of 
the  weakejl  Arguments  ,  it*s  iU  Logick  to 
itfer  y  that  therefore  they  can  as  eafily .  an.' 
fwer  the  firongeft  and  moft  ponderous :  >  And 
yet  this  is  the  ufual  method ,  whereby  thefe 

yam 
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Ifom  mm  Mfc^^  themfeins  into  unhe- 
fofj  They  are  carefid  to  pkk  oUtfuch  ad' 
£twiud  Proofs  y  nAnch  mm  if  %eafm  fit*, 
per  add  to  their  weightieft  obfervatiotu  y  and 
thefe  th^  tedw  the,boUnefil9  ca\fil  aty  whi^ 
thi^  ayoidthofe  nrnre' material  eyfidenicesy  »hich 
would  fitter  their  underftandinvs,  and  mite 
4  Mene  Mebe  Tekel  Uphamn  upon  their 
Lufis  and  Turns' I  ifhtch  carelefs  difpofiti* 
m  1  can  afcri^  to  nothinijo  much,  as  want 
if  CON^WE^JTIOlSiJ  Jid  OT- 
deedit'slamntabk  tofe^Mn,  endued  with  ^a- 
fin,  fink  Jo  nmch  beneath  it,  and  liye  in  the 
reperfe  cfthfe  Trinci^s,  which  the  Supreme 
JrchiteB  (flita^en  and  Earth  hath  engrOVm 
m  their  Cmfciences. 

To  reduce  fitch  and  other  finful  mm  to  a 
[emus  Confideration  of  their  Spiritud  Con- 
cerns ,  is  the  chief  defign  of  this  Work, 
W.'A/^JW  Vtf^^^/Your  Grace,  is, 
that  you  will  he  pkafed  to  perufe  itfometimes 
at  jour  hours  of  kifitre  i  not  that  I  pretmd  to 
hope  writ  more  or  better  on  this  SuhjeB,  than 
far  more  Learned  Authors  haye  done  before 
me  >  hut  as  the  Mighy  Aruxecxes  acceftti 


,^pe  jpputie  ueaicaiory. 

(fa  Cup  if  Water  frm  the  band  of  4  fmjm  j 
jf^  Your  Grace  >»// /<£  tk  World- fitf  hltf 
fftat  a^fteryiMore  i»  thejrt  ffCondefcen- 
Trnt,  hjf  cfmtmancir^thej^r  frefm  ^ 
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THE 

P RE  FACE. 

TH  E  great  Foes  of  R^igion,which 
hix^t y  in  aU  Ages,  oppos'd  its 
prc^refs ,    and    undermined  its 
glory?  ar^  Hypochly  and  Prophaneneis. 
Between  chefe  two  Thieves ,  th&  Jewel 
hangs ,  as  its  great  Mafter  on  the  Crofs ; 
and  they  both  revile  it,  the  one  under  the 
Charader  of  a  familiar  Friend,  the  other 
under  that  of  an  open  Enemy  :'  Whi<:h 
c^  thefe  doth  the  greated  harm,  iS  fbme- 
thhig  difficuk  to  determine.    Hypocn(y 
commonly  uHiers  in  ProphaneneGf,-and, 
as  a  Lad  thruA  in  at  a  Window ,  c^ens 
the  Door  to  the  greater  Monft^  j^for 
there  is  nothing  more  common  thatifot. 
inen,  who  are  not  very^diicernlnj^)''te 
contemn  all  Piety ,  when  they  fee!  thte 
blackeft  crimes  pro(eei^  ui^^ir '  t^i 

£iken  K4ande>  aiid  fUeny '-vvkh  «kev7««j^ 
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of  the  Lord  in  their  mouths,  abufe  both 
the  Temple,  arid  the  God  that  dwells  in 
it.    People,  whofe  underflandings  are 
weak,  obferviftg  nten  to  carry  Daggers 
under  their  Bibks,  and  to  make  ufe  q£ 
the  nobleft  means  for  the  word  and  bafeft 
ends,  are  apt  to  think  they  may  with  atfr 
thority  laugh  at  all  that's  S^cjred,'  and  fan- 
cy they  are  excufed  from  all  devotion, 
when  they  find  the  greaceil  pretenders 
make  it  only  a  trick  to  cheat  the  World, 
whether  that  prpphaneneis,  which  hatH 
too  much  of  late  incroach'd  upon  this 
Weftern  World,  do  notowe its  originai 
to  fiich  Religious  pretences  pf  men ^  who, 
under  the  nanie  of  Juftice  and  San(5tity, 
have  dared  to  do  that  which  Heatheris 
Would  have  trembled  at ,  I  leave  to  wi- 
fer  men  than  my  Ij^lf  to  judge. 

Only  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  a 
ftrange  effe6^  which  our  Sermons  bavb 
aecldeatally,  as  the  Sun  doth  3riakes  and 
Serpents ,  when  (hining  upon  uncleao 
0»nghills,  produced  in  thi:  liv^s  of  cdd 

mafiy>  of  whon^  we  mighjf  jjuftly  havie 

expe(5ted 
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expe^ed better teturns in  Religion:  fbr 
r     while  we  have  been  dtlcouragtng  than 
from  fijipocr'^ ,  they  have  run  out  into 
Debauchery  ;  and  while  we  have  endea- 
vour'd  to  clear  our  Church  from  (uchas 
have  but  a  form  of  Godline^,  they  have 
made  our  attempt  an  o^ortunity  to  in- 
dulge themielves  in  their   Lufb ,  and 
thought  that  the  way  to  approve  thern- 
lelves  true  Members  of  our  Church,  was 
to  drii^k ,  (Wear,  and  be  lewd  ,  and  to 
commit  th(^  fins  openly,  which  the  o- 
ther  may  be  did  in  (ecret  -y  Excellent  Sons 
of  the  Church!  that,  Viper-like,  tear  up 
her  Bowels,  and  by  a  kind  of  gallantry, 
fetch'd  from  Hell,  rail  at  their  Mother 
more,  than  Slmei  did  at  David,  I  may  be 
bold  to  affirm,   That  there  is  no  Church 
thb  djay  in  all  the  CHriftian  World,  that 
,in  her  Dofi^rine  doth  either  encourage 
real  goodnefs  more,  or  ftrivcs  more  to 
keep  the  balance  even  ,  that  God  may 
have  the  things  which  an  Gads,  and  man  the 
things  which  are  mans,  than  -  that  we  1  ive  in  : 
Yet  to  our  fbrrow  we  find,  that  while 
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we  have  given  People  leave  to  laugh;  at 
Religious  difiSmulationis  ,.  they  have 
laughed  themfelv^  into  Licentipuiheisj 
and  while  they  have  taken  liberty  to  ca- 
vil at  a  falfe  Religion  ,  they  have  at  laft 
learn'd  to  be  averle  from  all  that  looks 
like  Holinels.  This  hath  made  me  fome- 
time  admire  what  thele  men  do  with 
their  rea(bn^  and  they  that  do*  not  pre-: 
fently  forlwear  buying  any  more  Pearls, 
becaule  (bme  there  are,  that  fell  Coun- 
terfeit ones  for  true  :  ftrange !  .  They 
fhould  to  avbid  one  extreme ,  run:  into 
another,  and  to  flhun  deceptions  in  Keli-' 
gion,  run  as  far  from  it,  as  the  Devil  can 
miflead  them :  How  fbon  might  the  folly, 
of  both  extremes  be  difeover'dy  if  men 
were  but  willing  to  think  more  than  they 
do^i  But  while  they  go  on  in  a  road  of  a 
few  outward  duties  ,  and  confider  not, 
how  unworthy  of  that  Church  and  GoC- 
pel  they  live,  whofe  Friends  they  profels 
themlelves  to  be,  no  marvel  if  they  fright 
men  away  from  our  A{remblies,and  bring 
darknels  upqu  all  the  Land  of  Gofhm. 

The 
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The.  juft  indignation  I  have  taken  at 
the  injuries  our  Church  fufFers  froioci  cheie 
icandalous  men,  hath  been  partly  the  6c- 
cafion  of  this  Treatile.   .  For  1  lee  mens 
Cures  lie  within  theit  own  Breads,  .and  i 
that  ib  many  are  iick  unto  death,  and 
ready  to  perifli,  the  realbn  is,  becaiife 
they  will  not  refleft,  what  unreafonable- 
men  they  are  j ,  nor  reprelent  tor  thera- 
felves  the  wrong  they  do  to  theii;  Souls  by . 
.  a  lively  Cohfideration ,  as'  will  evidently 
ippear  in  the  enluinjg  Difcourle.  ■/.:.. 

I  confefe  ,  divers.  ,  accompliQiments,! 
which  render  a  Book  acceptable  to  curi- 
ous Palates,  fiich  as  are  Rhetorick,.  Ele-: 
gancy  of  Stile,  Fancy,  Wit,  and  frequent 
Quotations  of  Authors,  isr^c,  will  be  found, 
wanting  here  i  but,  as  I  profels  no  skill 
that  way,  Co  my  defign  was  not  lb  much 
to  fill  mens  heads  with  Notions ,  aS;  thdfir. 
hearts  with  Fire.  It  was  to  engage  the. 
ignorant  and  careleis,  to  a  (iibftantial  im- 
provement of  their  reafon ;  and  if  what 
I  have  laid,,  can  prevail  with  thole  that 
have  lived  like  Beafts,  to  recover  them- 

a  i  lelve§ 


(elves  into  Meorj^aiQ.  I  both  underva' 
lue  the  little  Cenfiires  of  (upercilious  men, 
and  content  my  ielf  with  that  iucce(s.  We 
cannot  all  fliine  as  Stars  of  the  fir  A  Mag* 
nitude  in  the  wide  Firmament  of  the 
Church  ;  thole  that  cannot,  mufl:  give 
fuch  li^t  as  they  are  able  to  difpenfe  \  I 
oivy  not  our  Eagles  in  T>imity^  that  they 
fee  far  more  than  I,  but  thank  God  I  fee 
To  much  ',  and  while  the  greater  Sages 
offer  Gold  y  and  ^fy'rhey  and  Vranhincenfe^ 
I  am  happy  enough,  If  I  may  be  allowed 
to  bring  ^oats  Hdir^  and  ^aigiars  Skinsy  to- 
wards the  accomplifhment  of  the  Taber- 
nacle. A  critical  £ye  may  fpy.  faults  in 
this  Frce-will-ofiering,  and  1  do  not  won- 
der at  it  j  for  my  duller  fight,  now  I  have 
done,  difcovers  more  than  I  wifh  there 
were  in't.  But  my  Difcourfe  is  fitted  to 
my  end.  Doing  good  is  my  intent ;  if  I 
fucceed  not,  it's  no  more  but  what  great- 
er men  have  failed  of.    Farewel 
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^HE    i^atun  of  o^  Souls,    fhe  &ihai 
State  they  are  de^^ndfin    The  means 
ijod  hath  made  uje  ofi  to  fit  }d.en  fir,  ^verkt^ 
ftwg  Blifi.     AUtheJe  Means  ineffe$Hal  v^ithoHt^ 
Confideration. 
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CHAP,  tr, 

QoH^deratioH  ho  tranporj  vieiv  df  Spiri%f 
:  ThingSy  imports  laying  the  heart  and  wnd  cfi^f^ 
unto  Spiritual  Concerns  5  rejembks  Magnifying 
GlaJJes^  Tphith  4^Jcover  things  imperceptible  ky 
the  nakfd  Eye^  The  great  Ingredients  of  ff^ 
SelfiExamin^tion^  Bxpojijfl^ipn  ^  .^^4  fi^9% 

'    M^folntioft; 
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The  ahfilmi  ^ecefffty  of  ConJfdeHtipn^  fn  ^d^  H 

a  ferions  Lift.  ^  God's  fre^mnt  Qoffm^ds  U 
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Conjidtration  we  are  furnifljd^  or  eftdnd  witb^ 
frovd  to  be  given  us  for  thk  end.     Without  it^  . 
Men  have  canfe  to  fuJfeS^  that  their  Reforms 
tion  is  counterfeit.  » 

CHAP.    IV. 

Of  the  various  Impediments  and  Remoras  of  Con* 
federation.  Men  fanfie  greater  difficulty  int^ 
than  there  is  indeed*  Are  continually  employ  d 
ahout  fenfual  OhjeHs.  Loth  to  part  toith  their 
Jlnr.  Ignorant  of  the  pleajure  of  Conjsderation. 
ReJkS  upon  the  danger  of  lojng  their  unlawful 
gain.  Fear  they  fhall  fall  into  Melancholy^  or 
go  difira3ed  with  fi  much  ftrioujitefi    Are  of 

♦  opinion^  That  Converfion^  in  that  fenfe  the  Scri-- 
pure  fpeaks  of  it^  is  needle^.  Mijiak^  the  na- 
ture of  ConjidtrutioH.  Are  difcour aged  by  evil 
Company.  NegleB  conjulting  with  Minifters 
about  this  neceffary  worl^  Delude  themfelves 
with  the  Notion  of  Chriji^s  dying  for  the  fins  of 
the  World. 

CHAP.   V. 

Of  the  various  mifchiefs  arijing  from  negleB  of 
Confideration.  The  want  of  it  provd  to  be  the 
Caufe  of  moii  (ins.  Some  Injiances  are  given 
in  Atheifm^  TJnbelief  Swearings  Pride^  Care^ 
lefsnefs  in  God's  Service^  Lu/^'Warmnejfiy  Co^ 
vetoufnefs^  &C. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.   VL 

Of  the  various  advantages  of  Jerious  Conpderaii- 
an  5  it^s  that  which  mak^s  a  man  Majier  of  alt 
Chrijiian  Dtities^  it  helps  a  man  to  improve 
jkblnnary  OhjeSs  into  Heavenly  Contemplations. 
It's  the  great eii  jkpport-Ttnder  affliSHons  5  dif 
pojes  a  man  to  be  a  worthy  Receiver  ^  the 
Lords  Supper  l  Prepares  him  for  an  Angekcal 
life  on  Earth  ;  mak^s  him  prudent  and  dijcrcet 
in  Secular  affairs  andbufinejfes. 

CHAP.   VII. 

I 

A  pathetical  Exhortation  to  Men.whd  are  yet 
Strangers  to  a  ferious^  religious  life^  to  confider 
their  tpays  5  the  wiljulne^  of  their  negle&^  bow 
dangerous  itifi  How  znexcujable  they  are^  how 
inhumane  to  God^  and  their  own  Souls  3  How 
reafonabk  God's  requefis  are^  and  how  jujily 
God  may  turn  that  potver  of  Confideration  he 
hath  given  them^  into  blindnefiana  hardnej^  of 
hearty  Jince  they  mak^fo  ill  auje  of  it^  &c. 

CHAR   Vill. 

Of  Retirement  and  Prayer^  the  tmgteat  Helps  t6 
Conjideration.  Retirement  proved  to  be  necej/ary 
to  mai^  Conpderdtion  of  our  Spiriiualfiate  more 
^uick^  and  lively.  Prayer  cdUs  in  the  ^fiance 
ofGod^s  Spirit^  and  renders  the  Work^effe&tuU. 
A  Form  of  Prayer  tt>  be  ufed  upon  this  occaftom  •. 
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rationally  fuppofe,  That  thofe  who  fuffer  the 
Profit's  and  Weafuresoifthis  prefect  World j  to 
engrofs  thqir  Afiedions,  go  aftray,  and:  err  from 
the  great  vEnd  of  their  Great ioa 

While  ^he  Ath^ift  laughs  at  the'lmmoi'tality  of 

his  SquI,  and  the  Prophane.  fells  his  better  part 

to.  the  Deyil;  the  Religious,  who  will  prove  th$ 

'     only  wile  Man  in  the  end,  and  who  hath  none 

of  thofe  clouds  and  mifts,  the  other  are  troubled 

with,  before  his  eyes,  fees  clearly  what  a  Trea- 

(are  the  bountiful  hand  of  Heaven  hathbeftow'd 

,    on  him,  in  (bedding  abroad  fo  excellent,*  (b  A nge- 

lical  a  Being  in  his  Body,  a  Soul  that  caa  build 

.her  Nelt  among  the  Stars  of  Heaven  j  walk 

through  yonder  ManQons,  and  tafte  of  the  Ri-. 

,vers  which  make  gljid  the  City  of  God :   a 

Soul  which  can:  wing  her  felf  above  theQouds, 

aiidjucyey  the  Growns  and  Sceptiers  laid  up  for 

thofe  that  dare  defpife  the  World,  and  have  their 

coiByerfation  in  Heaven  V  a  SquI  which  can  live 

in  Paradife,  while  the  Body  is  in  trouble,  and 

re  Joyce  in  him,  who  is  All  in  All,  while  the 

fierce  Winds  are  whittling  above  her  ears. 

Thdjwft  reach  of  thefe  Souls,  we  have,  For 

^        they  can  comprehend  whole  Worlds,  and  dive 
into  the  caules,  ends ,  and  defigns  of  t:hings, 

k  and  in  a  momient  (iy^  from  bne  end  of  the/Earth 
unto  the  other,  their  fitrie(s  to.  receive  Divine 
Illumination,  their  drong  defires  after  Imthor- 
tality,  their  (ecret  askings  without  the  help  of 
a  Body,  their  hopes  of  Heaven,  their  fears  of' 
Hell,  their  capacity  of  feeing  things  to  dome, 

1^  B  3         ^  their 
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t&Q^a&tlity  to  live  above,  their  fublitne  nature, 
their  Riding  like  Angels,  their  reflex  a6|:s,  their 
immateriaUty,  the  addrepTes  God  makes  to  thefq, 
the  threatnings  and  promifes  of  the  Gofpel,  the 
Devirs  buGe  endeavours  to  undermine  thetn, 
the  prefages  they  have,  the  joy  they  feel,  the 
torments  of  Coqfcience,  they  endure  (bmetimes, 
all  proclaim,  the  certainty  of  an  eternal  ftate  or 
condition  they  are  intended  for. 

This  eternal  ftate  imprinted  on  our  Natures, 
difcoverd  to  the  Gentiles^  proclaimed  by  the 
Son  of  God,  jf  reach'd  l3y  Angels,  confirmed  by 
Apoftles,  reveal'd  to  Chriftians,  believ'd  in  the 
Worlds  as  it  relates  either  to  Blifi  or  Mifery,  to 
Joy  or  Torment,  to  Honour  or  Difhonour  5  (b 
how  to  en)oy  the  one,  and  avoid  the  other, 
muft,  in  all  probability,  be  the  great  objeft 
which  God  defign  d  Men's  Souls  (hould  be  chief- 
ly  employ 'd  about* 

For  as  there  cannot  be  a  thing  of  greater  mo- 
ment than  Eternity  5  fo  he  nauft  be  a  Sot  or  a 
Beaft,  that  can  imagine,  that  God,  who  ever 
intends  the  nobleft  Creatures  for  the  nobleft 
Ends,  will  give  men  leave  to  bufie  thSanfelves 
about  picking  of  Straws,  and  pleafing  a  few  fen*, 
(ual  Lufts,  when  he  hath  given  them  Souls  ca-  ^^ 

Eable,  not  only  pf  labouring  and  feeking  after, 
ut  obtaining  a  Kingdom  which  fades  not  away  ^ 
and  when  we  fweat,  and  toil,  and  labour,  to 
qiake  proyifion  for  twenty,  thirty,  forty  years, 
ivhat  do  we  do,  but  proclaim  pur  obligation  to 
be  infinitely  more  concern'd,  how  to  provide 
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for  that  ftate  which  muft  n?ver  have  an  end  > 

And  as  it  was  ihe  goodnefs  an4  wildom  of 
God,  to  make  us  capable  of  an  eVerlafting  du- 
ration 5  fo  we  ftiould  be  injurious  to  both,  if 
we  did  not  fupppfe,  that  God  hath  ordered  and 
appointed  meansj  whereby  it's  poffible  to  fave 
our  felves  from  the  wrath, to  come. 

He  that  takes  a  view  of  God's  proceedings  and 
dealings  wilb^en,  ever  fince  the  Creation  of 
the  World,  cannot  but  ftand  amaz  d  at  the  coft, 
and  labour,  and  pains,  and  means,  and  motives, 
and  arguments,  God  hath  us'd  tq  make  men  fen- 
fible  of  their  everlafting  intereft  J  and  to  engage 
them  to  a  ferious  preparation  for  that  World 
they  muft  live  for  ever  in. 

This  fcrious  preparation  muft  neceflarily  be  a 
holy,  blamelefi,  (potlefs  life  5  for  the  means  muft 
ever  be  fuitable  and  agreeable  to  the  nature  of 
the  end.  And  Heaven  being  a  holy  Place,  per- 
feft  Holinefi  reigning  there,  it's  not  to  be  ima- 
gined, how  perfeftion  of  Holinefs  can  be  enter'd 
upon,  without  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  Holi- 
nefs here,  no  man  reaching  the  highcft  ftep  of 
a  Ladder  without  the  lowermpft  ^  and  one  might 
as  well  flatter  himfelf,  that  his  Trade  by  fuch  a 
time  will  bring  him  in  Ten  thoudrnd  Pounds, 
when  he  is  fo  far  from  minding  his  Trade,  that 
he  contrives  only  how  to  run  with  others  into 
excels  of  Riot. 

Who  ever  hoped  for  a  crop  of  Corn  without 
fowing  any  ?  Or  who  ever  expefted  Tulips 
(hould  grow  in  his  Giardien^  without  planting 

?i  4  fuch 
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lucb  Roots,  as  ipuft  prbduce  them  ?  The  itinQr 
<:ence,  which  is  above,  is  to  compjeat  what  is 
begun  here,  and  what  purity  fhere  is  in  thpfc 
cyerlaftjng.  Manfion?,  is  to  crown  th^t  Sanity, 
the  Soul  arrived  tq  here,  and  the  Light  that 
flaines  there,  is  only,  to  qiingle  with  that  which 
did  illuminate  the  Soul  in  this  lower  Wo/ld,  fp 
that  if  there  be  no  light  in  our  Spirits  here, 
there  can  be  no  Light  ipingled  with  it  hereafter, 
for  God  is  Light,  and  his  Heaven  is  nothing  elfe 
but  Light,  and  as  Light  cannot  niingle  with 
Darknefs ,  nor  Fire  with  Snow ;  (b  Holinefi 
hereafter  can  mingle  with  no  Soul ,  but  what 
f  oroefi;  attended  with  the  light  of  Holinefs. 

And  indeed  to  plant  this  holinefs  in  Men,  the 
fneans  have*  bpen  fo  various ,  fo  numerous,  fo 
potent  before  the  Law»^  under, the  Law ,  and 
under  the  Gofpel,  tha^  one  may  Jqftly  admire, 
the  whole  World  doih  not  ftand  Candidate  for 

Heaven,   and  all  the  Jnhabitahts  of  the  E^rth 

■*         .*  .1—.''".' 

do  not  take  the  Kingdom  of  Gdid  by  violence; 
*  Before  the  Law,  the  continual  pleadings  of 
-the  long- iiy'd  Patriarchs  with  finful  men,  toim- . 
jprave  the  light  of  Nature,  that  Pri/^ar  of  Di- 
*phntj^  the  many  Vifions,  Revelations,  Dreams, 
Signs,  Wonders,  Voices  frpm  Heaven,  the  Mi- 
hiftery  of  Angejs,  God's  Patience,  Forbearance, 
^Long*(uffering,  aild  fometimes  Exemplary  Ju*- 
rtice,  the  Examples  of  hply  Men,  Gods  love  tq 
rhofe  t|}a^  honourd  \i}m^  and  the  fignalBleffings 
lie  heftow*d  oq  thole  ijhat  m^e  him  their  high- 
ill  ^nd  chiefeft  goocj }  what  were  all  thef^  bv\t: 
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rp  many  calls  and  entreaties,  that  asen  would  by 
l^olinefs  prepare  for  a  future  happinefi  ? 
.  No  fooner  did  thp  World  drop  into  Luxury, 
^nd. contempt  of  the  Supreme  Law-giver,  buc 
^God  railed,  and  fent  fprth  Preachers  of  Righ- 
teoufnefs  to  give  them, notice  qf. his  Will,,  and 
Jtheir  JDuty  5  and  when  all  Flefh  had  corrupted 
its  ways,  ^oah^  and  his  Sons  in  all  likelihopd,  be- 
came Preachers  itinerant,  who  in  thofe  hundred 
and  twenty  years,  which  God  allotted  the  Re- 
bels forC Repentance,  travelled  about  the  habi- 
table World,  and  forwarn'd  every  nian^  and  bid 
them  by  Prayer,  and  feripus  turning  to  God, 
(ecure  his  favour  here,  and  his  fnore  neccflary 
Mprcy  hereaften  And  fo after  the  Floud,.i$:hen 
Vice  and  Folly  had  made  men  forget  the  ftur 
pendpus  Deluge,  the  Almighty  had  fent  on  their 
Fathers,  to  cool  their  He  JlilhLufts,  Ahraham\% 
fet  up  as  a  mark  of  God's  Love  and  Bounty,  and 
on  him  are  conferred  both  the  upper  and  nether 
Springs  of  Mercy,  that  by  his  pious  Example^ 
the  vicious  Generation  might  be  recalled  from 
their  evil  way»o  ^nd  perfuaded  into  feriou? 
thoughts  of  another  World,  and  fo  o  n  till  M^'r 
fes  his  tjme;  in  a  word>  in  Abrahams  Ppfterity 
were  fuch  wonders  wrought,  as  were  enou^h»> 
!had  not  men  (hut  their  eyes,  to  engage  them  tp 
allthat ftriiinefs  sjnd cirCumfpedion,  which  Hea- 
yeyi  and  a.  better  Life  requires 

Under  the  Law,  God  was  fo  far  frob  being 
weary  of  ufing  mf ans,  and  taking  pains  wiib  , 
\|en  ui  order  to  this  end,  th^t  be  feem'd  to  have   : 
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referv'd  thofe  Ages  for  larger  and  fuller  Demon*^ 
ftrations  oF  his  Power  and  Munificence  5  and  if 
the  People  of'LyJira  bad  any  ground  for  their 
exclamation,  the  Jem  had  far  greater  reafbn  to 

cry  out.  That  God  was  come  down  to 
Afts  14. 1  r.    them  in  the  lil^nefs    of  men.     For 

while  other  Countries  were  left  in 
darkneis,  and,  like  Moles,  fuffer  d  to  wander 
in  the  (hadow  and  valley  of  Death,  they,  as  if 
they  had  been  made  of  purer  Clay,  (eem'd  to 
be  the  Darlings  of  Providence,  and  the  Favou- 
rites of  Heaven.  Heaven  bow'd  to  them,  and 
under  its  protcftion  they  went,  as  under  a  Ca- 
nopy of  State,  and  might,  with  greater  reafon 
than  the  Sultan,  have  challenged  that  lofty  Ti^ 
tie.  The  Jhadow  of  God  3  and  with  that  Perfian 
Emperour,  ftyled  themfelves,  Kinjmen  of  the 
Stan.  Their  eyes  faw  Miracles  almoft  every 
day  5  and  with  their  daily  Bread,  they  received 
daily  Prodigies  3  Six  hundred  thoufand  men  faw 
the  Red  Sea  divided.  They  faw  how  with  the 
blaft  of  Gods  Noftrils,  the  Waters  were  gather- 
ed together,  how  the  Floods  ftood  upright  as 
an  Heap,  and  the  Depths  were  congealed  in  the 
heart  of  the  Sea.  The  Enemy  (aid,  I  will  pur- 
fue,  I  will  overtake,  I  will  divide  the  Spoils 
my  Lu(l  Qiall  be  fatisfied  upon  them,  I  will  draw 
my  Sword,  my  Hand  fhall  deftroy  them.  But 
the  Almighty  blew  with  his  Wind,  the  Sea  co- 
vered them,  they  fank  as*  Lead  in  the  mighty 
Waters. 
This  the  Hebrews  faw.  They  faw  it  and  re- 
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beird,  and  yet,  which  was  the  greater  Miracle, 
in  the  inidft  of  their  Rebellion,  God,  like  the 
Sun ,  when  fmiling  through  a  Cloud ,  (hew*d 
them  a  merciful  Face ;  not  that  he  apgrov'd  of 
their  Impiety,  but  becaufe  by  thefe  Beams  he 
would  warm  their  hearts  into  obedience.   Their 
Bleflings  came  down  upon  them,  not  in  drops, 
but  in  (bowers ;  and  their  Profperity,  like  the 
Cinamon  Tree,  Wasfo  fragrant,  that  Strangers 
might  fmell  it  a  great  way  off,  before  they  ww 
it.     The  Waters  of  Life  .were  continually  flow- 
ing into  their  bofbms^  and  though  God' now 
and  then  frown'd  upon  them ,   (what  Father 
would  not  fometimes  chide  his  Son?)  yet  his 
Indignation,  which,  like  Flints,  fent  but  Fire, 
upon  tli^r  penitential  Tears,  (Iraightway  k'e-* 
turn'd  to  its  former  coldnefs.     The  Rocks  pour* 
ed  them  out  Rivers  of  Oyl,  they  wa(h*d  their 
feet  in  Butter  5  and  one  might  fay  of 
their  Land,  as  he  *  of  the  Ifle  of  ^  oLns^ivm. 
Bhodes^  They  vpere  hlej/ed  vpith  a  can* 
tinual  Sufjjhine.    Their  Prophets,  what  mighty, 
what  powerful  Men^were  they  }  Men  that,  like 
liamps,  confum'd  their  own  Oyl,* to  light  their 
Auditors  to  Heaven  5 •  or  like  Silk- worms,  fpun 
out  their  own  Bowels,  to  deck  their  Hearers 
with    Garments    of   Righteoufnefs.     Where 
Words  could  not  prevail.  Tears  were  the  means 
to  fupple  and  afiedi:  them  3  and,  it 
(eems,  t  There  k  not  firovger  Rheto-  *  Philo^ 
rkk^  in  the  World  than  tbeje  ;  Here 
one  Prophet  fpet^e  like  an  Oratar^  there  ano- 
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ther  like  a  Logician.  Here  one  endeavoured 
by  Eloquence  to  charm  them,  there  another  by 
clear  Reafon  to  convince  them.  Here  one  threat^ 
ned^  there  another  fromis'd^  Here  one  wpoed^ 
there  anqther  ihundred.  Here  one  came  with  a 
Scepter  of  Lave ^  there  another  with  a  Trnmpet  of 
War.  Here  one  caird  to  them  from  Mount 
Bhal^  there  another  frooi  Mount  Gerhim.  Here 
one  adjured  them  by  the  Bleflings  of  the  Baskst 
and  the  Store^  there  another  'by  the  Fmit  of 
their  Bodies ,  and  the  Fruit  of  their  Ground. 
Here  one  made  them  feel  the  Fiery  Laxp^  there 
another  invited  them  by  Wine  and  Mill^mthout 
Money^  and  without  price.  Here  one  (hew'd 
them  the  Bread  and  Water  of  Jffli3ian^  there 
another  opened  Rivers  in  high  ¥laces^*^d Foun^ 
tains  in  the  midji  of  Valleys.  Here  One  ofier'd 
bis  hand  to  jiz/e  them;  there  another /»^t/e  Wff 
his  arm  of  revenge.  Here  one:  offer'd  an  iir^  * 
to  tbofe  that  defired  mercy,  there  another  rain'd 
down  floods  of  Curfes  to  drowo  the  bl^ftinate* 

Here  one  reprefcnted  God^ithhis 
P/al.  i8  8.       Swoid  drawn,  A  fmoh^  g'^i^g  ^  okt 

of  his  Nofirills^  and  deifoftripg  fire^of^ 
ofhfs  Month  i^  there  ahothet  followed* Sinners  to 
the  very  G^tes  of  Hell,  with  offers  of  mercy  io  ^ 
his  hand ;  knd  while  Vengeance  was  knocking 
at  the  door,  and  the  Sword  was  at  their  hearts^ 
call'd  to  them.  Turn  ye^.  iurnye^  rphymllyedie  ? 
And  what  was  all  this,  but  to  lay  invincible  ob- 
ligations on  Men  »^  reform,  and  by  Refbrma- 
tion  of  their  Lives,  to  arrive  atlaft  at  that  Har- 

*  l?our 
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bout,  of  Bli(s.and  Immortality,  which  the  great 
Preferver  of  Men  hath  prepar  d  for  ihofe  that 
fear  him.  : 

^  Under  the  Gofpel,  as  if  beyond  this  there 
were^  no  other  remedy  to  engage  men  to  holi- 
nels,  the  Son  of  God  himfelf  comes  down  from 
Heaven,  and  turns  Preacher,  A  glorious  Scene ! 
To  (ee  him  whb  being  in  the  form  of  God, 
thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  5 
de(cendf  from  his  Bed  of  State,  and  fink  from 
the  higheft  Magnificence  into  the  form  of  a  Ser- 
.  varit  /What  could  the  Angels  think  to  fee  the 
Prince  of  Life  take  his  leave  of  the  Beatiiick 
Re^hs,  to  difguife  himfelf  in  Fle(h,  and  dwell 
withDuftaod  A(hes  >  What  was  faid,  Qett.  18. 
21.  df  God  figuratively,  1  voiU  go  down  now  and 
Jie  nfbet^er  they  have  done  according  to  all  the  evil 
that  is  come  up  to  me^  was  now  made  good  ac- 
cording to  the  Letter  5  and  God  who  in  times 
paft,  in  divers  inanders,  fpake  upto  Fathers  of 
old,  at  laft  fpake  by  his  Sdn. 

The  men  to  whom  his  former  Meffages  were 
lent,  having  beaten  fome  of  his  Servants,  and 
ftoned,  and  murthered  Others,  the  Everlafting 
Father  thought^  Sure  they  tiriUreverence  my ^ Son, 
Indeed  nothing  lefs  could  be  expedled;  than 
that  the  Heir  of  all  things  t^  his  greafne^,  and 
Divinity  (bould  ftrike  them  into  the  humbleft^ 
pdfliures  of  Repentance,  efpecially  coming  laden; 
With  the  Olive-leaves  of  Grace  and  Mttcy;  ^cl; 
pardon  in  his  Mouth.  Behold,  the  defire  of- , 
all  Nations  conies^  and  He,  that  command^  all 
)       •     -  the 


the  Powers  of  Li^ht  and  Darknefe,  appears  iri 
a  Pulpit.  Hq  by  whom  the  Worlds  were  made, 
leaves  the  bright nefi  of  his  Father's  Glory,  ta 
tell  Men,  what  a  Monfter  Sin  is,  how  odious, 
how  loathfome  in  the  eyes  of  God  3  how  love- 
ly, how  amiable,  how  beautiful  the  Ways  df 
God  are :  confirms  the  Sayings  of  all  the  Prophets 
of  old,  afl'ures  Men,  (and  certainly  he  could 
not  tell  a  lie}  that  all  thofe  Meflengers  of  old 
were  in  the  right,  when  they  profefs'd.  That 
trriquity  would  be  Mens  mine,  and  that  at  yon- 
der Gate  no  unclean  thing  (hould  enter,,  and 
that  God  muft  be  preferred  before  all  the  Riches^ 
Honours,  and  Pleafures  of  this  World :  a  fa- 
vour for  which  we  want  expreffion,  and  which 
we  muft  draw  a  Veil  over,  as  Timantes  the  Pain- 
ter did  over  the  face  of  Iphigcmas  Father,  be- 
caufe  we  ranrrot  reach  it  with  our  colours  5  it*s 
a  love,  which  pafies  knowledge  5  it  furmounts 
the  brighteft  underftanding.  It  ftands  ftill  on 
the  Mount  of  God,  and  leaves  us  in  the  Vale 
gazing,  and  ftaring  upon  it,  as  a  thing,  which 
Mortality  can  (hetv  no  referoblance  of 5  it  ftrike^ 
dumb,  it  dazles  the  eye$,  it  fufpendsour  rea- 
ibn,  binds  the  faculties  of  an  inquiiitive  SouI$ 
and  filU  all  the  Chadels  of  it  with  admiration; 
If  a  King  ftiould  fend  a  Meffenger  with  a  Pardon 
to  a  Malefador  that*s  ready  to  be  tUrnd  off  of 
the  Ladder,  there  is  no  ifian,  but  a  ftrafliger  to 
pity  and  compadion,  but  would  fpeak  in  com- 
mendatiion  of  the  Koyal  Mercy  5  but  fhould 
the  IS^ing  himiclf  approacih  the  {»ace  of  Execu« 
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tioti,  and  abfolve  him,  it's  tike  the  unexpeded 
bouoty  would  caft  the  Maiefador  into  a  fwoon. 
And  then,  when  the  great  God  of  Heaven  and 
Earth  made  his  favour  ecftatical,  went  out  of 
the  common  Road  of  Mercy,  (tept  beyond  all 
Precedents  and  Examples,  increased  his  kindnefi 
into  perfe^  Miracles,  Miracles  which  the  Ages 
before  cannot  parallel ,  and  the  Son  of  Cod 
made  his  way  through  all  the  Clouds  of  Heaven, 
to  tell  Men  how  God  long'd  for  their  Society 
and  happinefs,  we  cannot  fuppofe  a  poilibility 
of  greater  condelceniion.  And  that  whicji  ftill 
increales  the  Wonder,  this  Son  of  Cod  entreats^ 
wooes  and  befeeches  Men  to  bethink  them- 
felves,  and  dreis  up  their  Souls  for  the  neict 
Worlds  Glory.  He  that  might  have  come  (as 
one  day  mod  certainly  he  will)  with  flames  of 
fire,  and  taken  vengeance  on  the  obftinate,  and 
terrified  and  ftartled  them  into  feriou(he(s,  and 
might,  without  a  Metaphor,  as  it  isP/Ii/.  45.  ^. 
have  girded  his  Sword  upon  his  Thigh,  and  look'd 
fterh  on  the  Rebels,  that  would  not  have  him 
reign  over  them,  and  frown'd  them  into  HelL 
That  this  Son  of  God,  this  Sovereign  Prince^ 
Whom  all  the  Elements  (erve,  at  whofe  command 
ti^e  Waters  drown,  and  the  Fire  burns,  and  th^^ 
E^rth  fwallows  up,  that  he  (hould  coni^,  and 
dr^w  near  the  City,  and  inftead  of  confUming, 
weej^over  it,-as  if  he  meant  to  quench  th^  fire 
of  Cod's  indignation  againfl  it  5  and  inftea^  of 
dooming  it  outright  to  eternal  vengeance,  wi(b« 
0  that  tboH  badji  kpovpn  in  this  thy  daj^  what  he^ 
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iongi  Hff^e  thy  peace  !  Call  like  a  tender  compafffl^ 
onate  Father,  How  often  n>okld  1  have  gathered 
yOH^  as  a  Htn  doth  gather  her  Chickens  under  her 
vrittgs^  and  ye  voould  not !  That  he  (hould  bear 
affronts,  and  in  the  midft  of  thole  in  juries,  en- 
treat Men  to  be  reconcil'd  to  him,  and  feek  for 
a  Pardon  !  That  he  (bould  make  nothing  of  be- 
ing flanderd^  fo  he  might  but  win  them  to  Re-  \ 
pentance^  be  content  to  undergo  Reproaches,  J 
fohe  might  but  allure  thetn  to  God^s  Ways  5  fuf- 
fer  hirofelf  to  be  abufed,  (b  he  might  but  unde- 
(i«ive  them  in  their  ftrong  delufions  5  bear  with 
their  peeviflinefe  and  frowardnefi,  (b  he  might 
but  pt  rfuade  them  to  mind  their  eternal  intereft^ 
That  like  his  Apoftle  afterward ,  though  fifeci 
from  all  Mtfri ;  he  (hould  yet  make  himfelf  i 
Servatit  to^  alt,  that  he  might  gain  the  more ^ 
unto  the  "^ews  become  as  a  Jew^  that  he  might 
gain  the  Jews  i^  to  tbtm  that  are  under  the  Law 
as^  under  the  Law ,  that  b^  i^ight  gain  them 
that  art  under  the  Law  5  to  them  that  are 
without  Law,  as  without  Law,  being  not  with<^ 
dut  law  to  God,  that  he  might  gain  them  that 
are  without  Law  5  to  the  weak  become  as  weak^ 
that  he  might  gain  the  weak  5  and  be  made  all 
things  to  all  Men,  that  he  might  by  all  mtim 
lave  Ibme  5  that  he  Ihould  conjure  Mankind  by 
Tears^  and  Wounds ,  and  his  own  Kood,  by 
thofe  Very  Torments  and  Agonies  be  endured 
for  tbetti,  to  have  mercy  on  themfclves,  to  takfe 
a  view  of  the  burning  Lake  beneath,  and  ruij 

away ,  to  jogjji  upon  tb«  Joys  sbove,  aftd  be 
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tfavilh'd  with  the  fight !  That  he  (hpuld  court 
fbem.  by  tire  fweeteft  invitations,  and  the 
kindeft  Calls5  by  the  gre^teft  offers,'  and  the 
(bfteft  procnifes.?  promifes  of  affiftance,  and  of 
his  Holy.  Spirit,  of  peace  and^  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft  s  aiid  feai  his  (trong  defires  and  longings 
after  their holineis  with  his  own  death;  ai  d  af^ 
fee  his  death,  being  rifen  again,  fend  Apoftles^ 
and  whole  Armies  of  Confeffors  and  Martyrs,  to 
eftablifti  thofe  defires,  ordain  a  Funflion  of  Men, 
^hat  might  preach  thofe  Defires  in  Mens  ears  tb^ 
the  Worlds  end ;  this  indeed  is  a  condefeenfion^ 
which  the  great  Miniftring  Spirits  in  Heaveti 
(land  atnazxl  a^  and  iiiay  juftly  be  look'd  upon 
to  be  one  rf  thofe  things,  the  Angels  dejiritoprj 

Byfuch  aAoni(hirtg  fiieatis  hsth  the  great  ird« 
mortal  God  endeavoured  tacffeft  that  HcilineS 
in  men,  that  Serioufnefi,  that  Pietyi  that  Hea- 
.venly-mindednefi,  which  he^  hath  ap^itSfted  to 
be  the  only  waylto  endle($  blifs.  Olci'tous  mean^; 
indeed !  But  tfaeii  they  a$ie  Jio  tdpre  bdt  Pearls 
thrown  before  Swine,  where  Men  confider  not 
how  far  they  are  concerned  in  the  heavenly  Call, 
and  what  can  be  the  meaning  of  all  thefe  arts  and 
flratagems  of  Divine  Cotftpaffion ,  and  what 
(faould  make  Cod  thus  follicitous  and  careful  to 
procure  Mans  happinefi,  and  how  dreadful  it 
ittiuft  be^  td  n^gleQ;  (b  great  a  (alvation,  what 
God  can  defign  by  all  this,  and  what  the  intent 
of  thefe  unqfual  endeavours  muft  be,  whether 
things  are  fo,  or  no,  and  if  they  be  fo,  what  moo- 
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ftrous  Hiupidity  it  muft  be  to  lie  ftill,  and  deep 
under  fuch  ft rong  and  powerful  invitations.  To 
lay  all  this  labour,  and  induftry,  and  indefa- 
tigable pains  of  God  before  their  eyes,  when 
they  will  not  fix  their  contemplations  on  the  Re- 
medies intended  for  their  recovery  3  what  is  it, 
but  to  make  a  learned  Oration  to  a  Flock  of 
Sheep,  and  with  the  Po{Mfli  St.  Fratfcis  to  ad- 
dre(s  our  felves  to  Falcons,  and  Pheaiants,  and 
other  Birds,  or  with  him  in  SnlpiHus  Seoerus  to 
fpeak  to  Waives^,  to  talk  to  a  blind  Man  of  Co- 
lours, to  dilcourie  Mathematicks  to  one  in  a  Fe- 
ver, vxdto  prepare  Elixirs  and  Giidials  for  Men 
depriv'd  of  iile  and  (enfe  >  WiAoitt  Confide- 
ratioPi  We  have  litde  bat  (hape  and  ^eech  left 
us  to  diftinguifli  us  from  Beafts  3  and  Cod  clears 
ly  lofes  the  virtue  of  his  Exhortations  and  En* 
treaties,  except  Gwfideration  fets  them  home; 
digfsfts  dnd  applies  them  to  the  Soul  and  the 
inward  thoughts,  like  Sun-Beams  in  a  Burnings 
Glafs)  unite  and  continue  fo  long  upon  thefe 
rptiit\ialOb^eAs,  till  they  fet  the  b»rt  oh  fire. 
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'  Cci^defotkit  n§  panpotj  ^ien^  of  Spiritual 
Things^  in^atts  lajing  the  heart  md  mifidshj^ 
wito  Sp^itml  ConcetM ;  refimbks  MagfAfyin^ 
Gkffes^  tphicb  difiovef  things  if^ferceptibfe'  by 
the  mk§d  Eye.  The  great  hgredknti  of  iti 
Sl^lfExaatinatiMi  Expafinlation  ^  and  firong 
Refilntioa. 

HOW  Confidewtion,  thinking,  Pond^f- 
ing^  Meditation,  C&mttapi^mn  do  dtf- 
not  vaitmnX  to  enquire.    Goniideratiotf 
included  all  tbefe,  and  h  nothing,  bttt  e^erctfin^ 
and  improving  tbait  National  Faculty,  the  great^ 
Archite£fc  hath  beftowed  cAi  us,  to  the  ^ory  of 
Ood,  and  the  fdicky  of  our  imoKntat  Souk 
Tbe  Chata^er  S^  Bernard  ^vas  of  it,  xmj  hdpi 
^ilk^ratethkdefctiptiott:  Itdifiinguijhesjmh 
he,  thiffgs  cmpu%  coUeSetb  Jkcb  as  lie  dijperj% 
Jearcbes  and  diUf  into  fiicb  at  are  concedd  and. 
b^^  examnes  probabilities^  refieSi  upon  what  n 
done^  nfsihes  t^hat  to  do^  and  frejfes  tmard}  i&e 

mtn^kjf  fi^  t^  pri^  of  fhe  high  caulng  of  QM'ifi 
Ghri^Jefns.  -^    ' 

The  School-men  are  in  the  right,  whea  th)*y 
call  k,  En^hywg  the  iphale  mderfiandi^g  ahnt 
a  thmgh  for  indeed,  a  da(b  <:rr  Thtekiiog  is  ii4 
more  Conlideration^  than  a  fvit  t^ndi^tngfp^^k^ 
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cm  be  faid  to  warm  a  fpacious  Room  :  As  well 
D3ay  a  Man  hope  to  (et  a  Mill  a  going  by  (prink^ 
linjj;  (brae  drops  upon  the  Wheels,  as  imagine 
that  a  few  tranfient  ihougbts  iyill  reform  the 
Soul :  and  as  in  cold  weather  men  do  not  get 
Ihemfclves  a^heat  by  a  ftep  or  two»  bat  by  fuch 
^xerdfes  as  put  the  Body  into  violent  moticb  5 
fo  neither  will  a  carelefs  thought  now  and  then, 
b^at  the  heart  within,  but  Conflderation^  which 
puts  the  Soul  into  a  ftrong  and  vigorous  motion 
Of  agitation,  is  that  which  muft  kindle  the  holy 
fire,  and  (bed  abroad  life  in  all  the  faculties  of 
the  inward  Man, 

Not  to  mention  here/tbat  the  word  was  ori- 
ginally U8*d  to  exprefs  the  induftry  of  Aftrono- 
mers,  who  by  diligent  contemplation,  and  ob- 
(ervation  of  the  Stars,  their  Motion,  Pofitioo, 
Conjunftion,  Influences,  &c.  gave  a  judgment 
of  the  fever al  Phsnomena^  or  appearances  they  * 
met  withal,  from  whence  it  was  afterwards  ap- 
plied to  Men,  who  ferioufly  and  attentively  pon- 
der things  of  moment ,  whether 
g;^^;7l«£ny  Civilor  Sacred  5   The  Scripture 
Hagg.  1.  $,  7-       ufually  exprefles  it,  by  layitfg  our 

hearts  clofi  to  onr  vpays^  as  if  it  were 
with  Confideriaition ,  as  it  is  with  Mens  liften* 
ing  to  a  confused  noife,  and  laying  their  ears 
cloie  to  a  Wall,  with  defign  to  get  a  more  di- 
flind  knowledge  of  it. 

And  indeed,  without  Confideration,  Eternal 
Life,  and  our  Duties,  in  order  to  it,  appear  no 
very  great  attra^ives.    Confideration  cJears  up 

thofe 
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thofc  Notions,  difpds  the  Clouds  and  Mifts  th^r 
dwdllupon  our  Keafon,  wipes  away  the  Duft, 
dticovers  unknown  Worlds ,   and  makes  etneir 
fach  things  as  were  vulgar  and  obvious  before, 
look  with  a  new  face,  they  being  found,  upon^ 
Confideration ,  things  of  greatei"  confequeftcb, 
of  greatw  comfort,  of  greater  neceffity,  ofgreal-^ ' 
er  Vertue  and  eflpcacy,  than  before  they  wer^ 
believed  to  be.    So  have  I  feen  an  old  Pifture 
thr&wn  by,  and  buried  among  Rubbtfti,  \Qh\c^ 
afterwards  being  wa(bed  hath  proved  to  be  a 
coftly  Original  done  by  a  curious  hand,  and  tha^ 
which  at  hrft,  wltikfullied  with  dirt,  and  dun 
was  worth  nothing,  hath  appealed  to.be  of/ek- 
traordinary  value.  -Cohfideraitoti  is  that  Spuri^e, 
that  wafhes  the  beautiful  Pidure  of  Grace  and 
Glory,  and  now  the  curious  Lines  appear,  t1i6 
lively  (trokes  of  our  great  Masters  hand  are  (een, 
the  iWqeter  lineaments  difcover  themfelves,  and 
make  the  Soul  enamoured  with'  th?  Speaacle.^'  •"* 
It  is  much  with  Confideratiioin,  as  it  is  w\t^ 
Mtcrofcopes,  and  Magnifying  Glafles  3  Jidiat  con- 
temptible Creatures  do  (bme  little  Animais,  and 
fmaller  (brts  of  Plants  appear ,  while  beheld 
with  our  naked  eye,  but  view'd  through  Di- 
optrical Glafles^   what  curious  Pabricks  do  we 
(py  ?  How  inconfiderable  art  Infeft  is  a  Gnat> 
How  defpicable  a  Creature  is  a  Mite  ?  Tet  he 
that  through  iiich  Glafiesbehpfds  in  them  ftH  the 
perfedions  of  the  hrgjs6t  Animal  ^  the  Multi- 
plicity of  their  parts,  the  variety  df  tbeiil'  mo- 
tions, and  how  curioufly  every  limb  is  witnight, 

C  3  fcdi\' 
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l)pw  Mat|)ematic»lly  all  t}ieir  U^e  Nfoqibers  we 

framed  and  kt  tpg;(her«  oaaaot  jbot, 
ffiif^  like  the  great  pi^^iaoi,  woiuier  at 

the  Cfe&3isk,  a^nd  break  forth  Htto 
i^o^iratioq  of  t|ic  ipjmepfe  WJ^owof  tbetr  M»- 
^'er.  Who  wo^ij4;^Uerc  th^re.fbQuldb^ptaines 
pf^  Feathers  in  the  painted  Wipg$  of  a  i^ottfr^jr? 
whq  Vould  fgfpea;  fu^h  t^iHigS)  asNecdks,  or 
J^arf>,  trwCj^^ept  pi^es,  Vk^  Nwle^Leaf,  oB 
tjijn|s:  .that,  9fiy  gUtteripg  ^mV^^  $WQtds  ^od 
Psggpts  fllpHW  b^  fowqd  iSer^f  .  Who  w<Hdd 
te^  aa  Atom  of  Q{]i(;k%^p!  tQ  b^  a  Qlobobc 
t|^k,iqg-Glafi,  prth^S^p^we  ftcoiwopott  Pa- 
p,^  tp  Bp  ^Kfi  Ffagm^pts  ^f  Cpyftal,  ^  Lamps 
Cy^I(^^Nyct,tbr6qgh,fuflaQlafffSi  thftitotn 
je^s.appar  jvj^b  g  difpreflj-ihjjpc  ftom  what 
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fpir^p^  jC/j^asj  \d,  Qthei;  <?plovi»i  than  befell 
|Dolf'djR)it  ^^iffl^ft^jntrfdbcfpre^  throHgh  tbif 

pl3ls^^jfeMSya|t^5^4»'/e^  i}io4  Crm^ti.  Qod's 
Mws^  sySffK  p?^Qi')P  were  hprdljr  r^gfirdj^  fo 
iiiuc{i,^fm9ii|Mln)ui^ft!on«»  jhropgb  ^bwQlflfek 
jappe^  fp  ^eautituli  Co  r^tipaa),  fo^ wife^  IR^  wpPt 
^tfpf,  fp,  fyii&\  to  ap  intfflJpg^nt  Nfttuip,:thQt 

a  Maf  v^^tl^ /ii;?^  cannpt  bpld»  bnt  mut^.-ety 

.put|.  Q  b^  J  ifiv$  thy  La^f  it  k  mjn  md^Mim 
all  thit  (l4j[.  rXhe  New  J^^faU^i  yfh]xi^  look'd 
hut  iiJjte.a4.Qr<^inary  BuiVd^ng^ before »  yfhisa 
yie^l^tifoagif  thi»  Claif ,  liif T pwcis  j^pd  BuJ- 
/  (  warks 
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warksofit  afefeen  gUtteiidgafar  off,  tbePearlsi 
aod  precious  Scones,  its  pav'd  wittml,  (bine 
wkl) more  th^n  ordinary  hiftre^  and  that  which 
look'd  but  dnK  and  weak  before ,  now  dazles 
^  Speftators  eyes  with  its  oriental  brightnefsr 
Titt  ConiideraitbncQDe  io,  the  Proiigal  faw  lit- 
tle. He  heatd  men  talk  of  the  beauty  of  God's 
ways3  but  alas !  be  faw  no  fitcb  tUng :  To  hfttf 
they  look*d  as  the  ways  of  Sitffi^  nigged,  uneven 
and  uiofreqaeiited,  and  the  fruits  of  the  St)irit 
appeared  uopled&nt,  and  ill-tafted,  fitter  for  the 
rabUe  andlcumof  mankind^  than  men  of  a  brisk 
and  airy  temper:  But  he  na  (boner  opens  the 
Window,  and  lets  in  thefe  Beams  of  Confidera* 
tion,  but  all  thofe  fancies,  as  Witches  at  the 
Name  of  J^ySir,  vaniCb,  andheiswraptttttodias 
high  eAewi  of  the  ways  of  God,  that  he  prefers 
beii^  bilt>a  j[}oDP-keeper  in  the  Hou(e  of  God, 
before  the QSne  of  Qt^ndFizier at  theCoure 
of  Ahafkerus.  \  '  .   i   . 

But  thtts  will  fortber  appear,  if  we  enquire 
mio  thj^  eflential  parts,  or  neceflary  ingredients 
of  thefe  (piritualOpttdis,  Ccmfideration^  as  it 
is  the  Sua  dbiti  enli^tens  this  Microcofin,  Man, 
and  irradiates  tbebenight^l  faculties  of  the  Soul, 
fo'that  it  tmqjiibave  this  vbtue,  there  is  required 
(and  it  catmoi  be  Gonfideration  without  it) 
Self-E3»mifiarion,  Expoftulatbn,  and  ftrong  Re» 

K  V  SelfMxammaticn.  That  man  ^  who  exa« 
vunes  not  his  {piritual  eftate  or  condition,  whe- 
^r  he  is  that  Stoner  that  ihall  be  everlaftingiy 

C  4  miferable? 


miferable  }  whether  the  rhreatniogst  of  the  GcP 
pel  concero  h'lm  }  whether  he  finds  thofe  qualifi* 
cacioosinhimfelf)  which  the  Son  of  Ood  requires 
of  all  that  (baill  be  Heirs  of  Glory  ^  whether  be 
feels  (bole  things,  in*  his  Soul,  which  men  that 
have  a  Tick  to  the  great  Iqheritanceare  feniible 
of?  and.  y?hether  he  walks  in  thai:  (trai(  way, 
and  ftnvc)  to  enter  in ^  at  that  narrow.  Gate^  th6 
Holy  Ghoft  doth  fpcik of > 

He  that  with  Gai/m  cares  for  itone  of  thefe- 
things,  fs'ib  far  froco- d)afidering,  that  he  dotb 
pot  beFteve  the  immortality  of  his  Soul,  or  an- 
Oth6*  World.  For  were  bis  heart  feafotf'd  with 
a  found  belief  of  that  future  ftate,  he  could 
not  but  enter  into  has  Qofet,  and  refle£b..  In 
xbfs.  ^Bible^  in  ttes  Book  ,  which  i  4p  believe 
contains  the  Oracles  of  God,  and  hi? perempto- 
ry Will  y  concerning  the  falv^atioa  rof  ipen ,  F 
find  ftubborn,  careleis,  unconverted  Sinners 
adjudg'd  to  eternal  torments  ^  I  find  God  pro* 
reft  he  will  luiow  ppne  in  the  laft  day,  (b  as 
to  (hew  them  favour^  but  fuch .  as  dare  deny 
themfelves  for  Heaven,  and  heartily  endeavour 
Xo  do  the  Will  of  their  Father  which  is  in  Hea- 
yen  s  I  find  God  fwear,  that  men  who  prefer 
their  Farms,  and  Oxen,  and  fecular  Concerns^ 
before  his  (njundions  and  Commands,  (ball  ne- 
ver  rafte  of  the  great  Supper  of  the  Lamb. 

Am  I  one  of  thefe  ftubborn,  unconvertcdy 
carelefsmen,  or  no}  Why  (hould  I  be  afraid  to 
at>k  fuch  a  Queition,  when  there  is  no  leii  thaa 
EccrniiyintheCafe?  I  amnotifiraidtQlooLin- 

tQ 
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to  ffiy  Accoonc-Book  to  know ,  what  my 
Debts  -are ,  and  what  is  owing  to  me  ^  whe- 
ther I  am  behind  or  b^ore-band  in  the 
World 5  whether  I  thrive  or  decay,  whe- 
ther I  get  or  k)(e9  and  (hall  I  be  afraid 
to  know,  whether  I  am  a  Wife  Man  or  a  Fool, 
a  Friend,  or  an  Enemy  of  Cod,  a  Favourite  or 
a  Reprobate  ?  whether  the  portion  of  Lazarus^ 
or  the  Jot  of  Dives  will  fall  to  my  (hare  >  Lord, 
when  I  hear,  and  read,  that  men,  who  are 
Strangers  to  Righteoufnefi  and  Hdine&fliai!  be 
tormented  with  Fire,  which  k  not  quenched. 
Is  it^  not  worth,  is  it  not  |uft,  is  it  not  realbna* 
ble,  1  (hbuld  ask,  whether  I  am  not  that  man  ? 
If  I  am  none  of  this  number,  Whaf 
pteafisthe  bkatwg  of  Sheep^  and  the  i  Sam.  15. 14. 
lowing  of  Oxen  in  mine  ears  ?  What 
means  my  earthly  mindedne^? .  What  means  my 
Kving  in  wilful  contempt  of  (b  many  com- 
mands of  the  Son  of  God  ?  I  take  no  pains 
to  be  fav'd  5  fome  little  formalities  and  com* 
plemems  of  iReligion  ferve  my  turn,  and  fa* 
tisfie  my  Gonicience.  I  can  put  off  the  great 
God  of  Heaven  with  the  Worlds  leavings, 
and  throw  him  a  dull  heartlels  prayer  at  night, 
when  I  have  been  wallowing  in  Sin  ail  day. 
I  am  for  no  devotion  thats  either  expenfive 
or  troublefome  to  flt(h  and  blood,  andfach 
ejaculations  as  do  not  moleft  me  in  my  plea- 
lures,  and  as  my  ile(h  can  ealily  fpare,  with* 
but  any  detriment  in  its  fatib£idion,  I  am  wH*^ 
Hng  to  lay  up(»]  God's  Altar.    I  fee)  little  oi* 

no 
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no  foriow  for  Sie^^  ha.  remorfe  5  iX>  fiompun^* 
CK9  when  I  o6^ad  a  gracious  God  A  tern* 
poral.  ad  vantage  afib&s  and  revtvea  me  more, 
than  all  the  pjus  oi  Heaven.  I  live  more  by 
Sefife,  than  by  Faith :  My  felifittve  appetite  is 
the  rtiltng  faculty  ifi'  my  inwtfdimQ,  aad  my 
Will  is. left  uDguided^  and  unguarded tt>  ilie rapes 
of  fenfuial  violence )  i  kt  the  Hedj^  lye  openiy 
and  the.  wild  Boar  okit .  of  the  Wood  may  come 
io^  and  the  wiM  Beafts  of  i^e  Field)  I  meant  my 
L^idfe may  ^o  ^th  me  what  they  pleafe*  I  take 
no  cara*tQ  raleiov  maCfer  them.  My  Luft9,  Hke 
ill-bred  Cbftdcen,  mufl:  have  all  the  T6ys  they 
cry  for^  and  if  at  any  time  I  do  not  (atbfie 
them,  it  is  becaufe  I  cannot,  or  dare  not )  and 
it  }$  not  love  to  Se^denial,  but  forofe^  or  Sbame» 
or  carnal  Intere^makes  me  ctofs  their  ea0eriie&^ 
aful  kiipqreunky.  \  If  I  do  fomttimea  retolve  toi 
leave  eiilier  my*  gro(&r  Vtcesy  or  mf  morefe^^ 
act  tnk|uities,  the  next  Company  or  divertifi>i 
ment  takes  me  off  again ;  acid  I  make  no  more 
of  breakup  my  folemn  promifes  of  better  obe^ 
dienee^  than  if  God^  were  a  rnene  Stock  or  Stone, 
that  takes  no  nbtice.of  affronts  and  injuries; 
Selfdenial,  I  am  &  great  a  Stranger  to,  that  E 
know  not  what  it  means.  The  Graces  arid  fruits 
of  God's  Spirit,  Love,  Joy,  Peaoe,  Goodnefe; 
Faith,  Temperance,  Meeknel^,  Patience^  L^ngn 
iu&iing,  have  fa  tittle  of  my  defires  md  afie-> 
dibos,  that  I  think  it  but  time  and  labour  loft 
to  bethink  my  £d£  bow  to  be  mafter  of  any  of 
them.    Why  fliookl  I  flatter  wA  deceive  my 

felf> 
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CfAO  Why  Ouwld  I  fooch  toy  m  imo  kind 
thop^  m  vof  condition,  that  k  io  apparent- 
ly  dangerioos?  Thw  it  is  with  ro^  why  fliouJd 
I  d^oy  ^}  Why  flJooid  I  call  light  d^cknefs. 
and  dvl^e^  light  j  put  bitter  for  fw^et,  and 
Cveet  for  bitter?  Whooi  do  I  fb^t  all  this 
whilst  v  it  not  my  owoSioul  >  ai^l  wb(^  (hajl  [ 
in  by  it  in  the  end  ?  Shall  I  tb^ikmyfelf  fo^- 
icntly  holy,-  when  I  ^ni  fb  Itttje  aoquainted 
with  the  d^rft  rudiments  of  Holiness.  ?  Shall  I 
think  my  Ml  a  Child  of  Qod,  when  th^^  which 
I  do  M  fi^r  for  9  Child  (>f  the  PeviJ,  than  « 

FavomnteofHoiven^  R^pentan«;e,  br  turning: 
to  God,  which  the  Holy  OhQft  doth  To  often, 
9nd  wiib  that  veheoience,  and  enrn^ftoeis  incul- 
cate, impl^ee  an  univ<ev£il  change  Qf  my  difpo-, 
6uoo  :«n4  indinationfii  And  where  is  that  alte- 
catioQ,  that  rcopvation  qf  th«  Mind,  Will,  and 
Affediov^?  My  A^<£ti<Hi$  ai^  carried  out  after 
froth  and  09oke  ^s  n^cii;  9s  ever. ,  My  Love  h 
^«  qq  triflei,  ^nd  is  r^^^rdleife  pfj  th^  bigbeii 
and  dbiefeft  good,  a$  much  ^  ever^ ,  I  hate  (e* 
jriotffne^  and  deUght  in  childiQi  impertinent 
QayeiiesfK  Qiuchasever,  The  pr9wifes  of  the 
Gofpel  aro  a$  inoonfiderable  in  my  eyes,  and  the 
Riches  of  this  W:qrld  fis  glbripuii  and  ravilb-' 
ing  as  eve^ ;  find  I  pandifpenle  with  the  wapt  of 
ipirifugl  eonfolationf,  while  I  h^^vQ  but  my 
(hare  in  tbeie  outw.4rd  coc|)fort$.  I  think  it  fuf- 
^ient,  that  I  am^apti?}ed  and  w»(h«d  in  th? 
Laver,QfR^eneiDtiQn»  but  do  not  mind,  whe- 
ther {  am  a  new  Crectture,  or  np:  The  Holy 

Water 
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Water  indeed  was  fprinkled  upon  me,  but  I  am 
ftiU  in  the  Gall  of  bttternefi,  and  Bond  of  Ini- 

f  A 

quity.  It's  evident  by  my  anions,  that  I  have 
driven  away,  and  quenched  that  Holy  Spirit, 
which  was  given  roe  inBaptifth,  and  yet  I  ftudy 
not,  how  to  recover  it  5  And  what  will  be  the  .  ^ 
end  of  thefe  things  ?  That  Spirit,  is  a  Spirit  of 
HoUnefs,  and  till  Holinefs  returns  to  my  Soul, 
that  Spirit  will  not  return  ••  Wo  unto  me !  My 
feet  run  in  the  ways  of  deftrudion,  and  my 
ej'es  are  dazled  with  external  pomp  and  gran- 
deur as  much  as  ever.  An  amorous  Song  is 
inore  pleafing  to  me,  than  the  moft  harmonious 
Pfalm.  The  Word  of  God  is  but  a  dead  Letter 
to  me,  while  a  Romance,  or  a  Book  that  treats 
of  Folly  and'  Vanity,  tranfports  me  into*  nK)re 
than  ordinary  content  and  fttisfafHon :  And  rvhai 
1  mujt  €at,  and  vohat  I  mnfi  drink^^  and  tphere-^ 
vpithal  Ijbali  be  dothed  ?  areQueftions  I  have  a 
far  greater  defire  to  be  refolved  in,  than  to 
know  what  T  rtiuft  do  to  pleafe  God,  and  to  be 
happy  for  ever.  If  I  have  made  light  of  the 
T^huridcrs  and  Threatriings  of  Scripture,  I  do 
fo  ft  ill.  May  be  when  God  fmites  me,  I  feek 
him,  and  return,  and  enquire  early  after  God, 
and  remember  that  God  is  my  Kock,  and  the 
High  God  my  Redeemer  5  but  the  Rod  is  no  \ 

focmer  off  of  my  back,  but  I  return  with  the 
Swine  to  the  mire,  and  with  the  Dog  to  the 
vomit  5  which  (hews,  that  in  ray  afflidion  I  do  . 
but  flatter  God  with  my  mouth,  and  lie  unto 
him  wicbiuy  tongue,  that  my  heart  is  not  right 

with 
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i;irich  him,  and  that  I  am  not  ftedfaft  in  his  Cd« 
venaot.  How  am  I  forced  ibmetimes  to  invent 
evaiions,  either  that  it  is  enough  to  believe  with 
the  Crowd,  or  that  God  will  not  be  fo  cruel,  as 
to  damn  all  men,  that  are  unfandified,  or  that 
jf  I  (hould  begin  a  good  life,  I  (bould  never 
hold  our,  or  that,  if Terioufiiefs  were  (b  necef- 
-Tary;  ib  many  learned  men  would  not  have  fb 
great  an  averfion  from  it  ^  How  often  am  I  rea- 
dy to  yield  to  Atheiftical  Su^cftions,  that  et* 
ther  my  Soul  dyes  with  my  Body,  or  that  God 
takes  no  notice  of  what  we  do  below,  or  that 
there  may  be  no  life  to  come,  or  that  aeligion 
may  be  nothing  but  a  trick.  Horrid  thoughts ! 
Yet  what  will  not  a  Sinner  do,  or  confent  to,  fo 
he  may  be  but  let  alone  in  his  (infill  fpore  and 
pleafures.  My  outward  man,  may  be,  hath  (bme 
fprinklings  of  Piety,  but  how  foul,  how  fordid 
is  my  Soul  >  How  little  do  I  firive  to  be  rid  of 
vain,  unclean,  and  lufi:ful  thoughts }  How  ea- 
fily  do  I  yield  unto  a  pleafing  temptation  >  The 
Devil  need  take  no  great  pains  to  feduce  me, 
for  if  he  do  but  beckon,  I  make  hafte  acid  run« 
How  loth  am  I  to  refifl  an  evil  motion  ?  How 
loith  to  conquer  ?  How  loth  to  break  my  league 
with  Hell?  What  an  averfion  have  I  from  the 
feverer  Duties  of  Religion  ?  How  fbon*  am  I 
weary  of  pious  exercifes  ?  I  do  not  abate  one 
luft,  not  one  pleafure  for  Heavens  fake.  If  I 
know  that  eating  a  plentiful  Dinner  on  SHnd^ys 
will  makeme  fleep  at  Church,*  I  have  no  cour 
rage  to  forbear  fo  much  as  a  Meal  for  God 
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What  did  1  mtt  do,  that  look'd  like  (btkingd 
beavenly  Couotrey  I  I  read  of  good  examplei, 
but  they  more  me  not )  I  (ee  how  circun^pc^ 
ly  otb^  mpA  walk)  ixA  yet  I  feel  no  fii^^ 
When  I  dm  caU*d  upon  by  mine  own  Confined 
to  lofe  tio  ftlore  time^  I  ftifle  tbofe  chesks.  Ah  \ 
How  doth  that  faithful  witnefs  wtthin  me  (bme- 
times  pleaid  with  me,  and  bid  me  con&ler;  wbot 
I  do ,  and  what  a  ftrange  adventure  I  raike, 
and  who  will  have  the  lofi  of  it  in  the  end,  and 
bow  hard  a  matter  it  wiU  be  to  recal  me,  when 
I  am  once  loft  >  But  I  aok  deaf  to  tfaefe  friendly 
calk  \t  tells  me,  I  lye  in  a  dangerous  Ditcb^ 
and  that  I  am  not  intberi^  way,  and  prompts 
me  to  vomit  up  the  poymi  I  have  (wallowed  5 
bat  I  will  not  be  penuaded,  that  I  am  in  a  ftate 
of  condemnation.  Though  grey  hairs  are  up^ 
on  me,  and  though  the  marks  of  God  s  wrath 
againft  me  appear  in  my  Soul,  yet  I  had  rather 
believe  any  thing,  than  bdieve,  that  Cod  h 
angry  with  me.  Cod's  Spnit  many  time^ 
prompts  me  to  that  wbic^  is  good,  but  I  ruA 
away  from  him.  E  (ee  the  vanity  of  this  World, 
and  yet  I  dote  op  it  ^  I  am  dtfappomced  in  my 
expeflations  of  earthly  felicity ,  and  yet  this 
doth  not  drive  me  to  Heaven  to  (eek  a  better. 
I  have  a  Soul  delcended  from  above ,  a  Sou! 
that  can  foar  above  fenfe,  and  fle(h  ^  a  Soulca^ 
pable  of  the  noUeft  operations,  fitted  for  tbt 
greatel^  a!EKl  moft  fpiritual  employments  3  but  t 
let' that  mighty  intelkHnal  fire  go^out^  I  (ufier 
that  light  to  be  clouded  and  darken  d  by  foK 
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lewing  the  did:ates  of  a  fenfualappetRe;  I  take 
no  care  to  ^iubdue  my  unruly  paffions ;  Good 
Lord !  how  do  they  tranfport  me  upon  all  oc- 
caficHis ! '  If  this  be  not  to  dUhonour  God,  to 
dcfpife  him,  to  mock  his  threatnings,  to  under- 
value hti  promifes,  to  labour  after  my  raine,  to 
(light  the  ofiers  c^  Grace  and  Mercy,  I  under- 
ftand  nothing.  O  dreadful!  that  a  Creature 
as  I  am,  fiMMild  have  a  Soul  to  look  afier,  and 
ndnd  it  no  more !  an  everlafting  Empire  to  gain, 
and  make  no  more  matter  of  it !  endleGs  tor- 
mcntsto  (hun,  and  be  no  mcMre  afraid  !  eternal 
wraA  and  icdignation  to  av<»d ,  and  be  no 
more  ooncern'd  I  Rivers  of  joy  to  inhait,  and 
fpeak  and  think  of  it  fo  little !  My  Confcience 
bluihes  at  my  wilRilnefi,  and  yet  I  walk  itt  the 
light  of  sane  own  fire,  and  in  the  fparks  that  I 
have  kindled  And  muft  I  perKh  thus  tamely  > 
muft  I  be  loft  after  all  the  entreaties  of  my  Ma* 
ker }  craft  outward  darknels  be  my  habitation, 
jod  the  bottomlefi  Gulph  my  Dwdling-^lace  ^ 
Tdl  not  me,  vaim  hearty  that  I  am  fafe  eifbugh  ; 
Can  I  be  fiife  without  the  favour  of  God  }  Can 
I  be  happy  without  having  my  name  written  in 
the  Book  of  Life  ?  Go  tell  a  laan,  that  he  may 
j&fely  ileep  on  the  Pinnacle  of  a  Steeple  in  a 
Storm.  Go  tell  him,  that  he  may  fafely  walk 
like  Queen  Em^a ,  upon  Plough;(hares  glow^ 
ic^  hot  Tell  him,  that  he  may  fafely  fet  a  Vi- 
per bite  him.  Tell  him^  tha^  he  may  fafely  play 
with  a  Crocodile.  Tell  him,  that  he  may  (afe- 
ly  walk  with  Pet^r  on  the  Water,  and  try  whe* 
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ther'thou  canft  perfuade  him,  iand  wik  tbott 
delude  me  that  I  need  fear  no  danger,  when 
God  dcfpifes  me?  What  do  I  do?  If  I  have 
preferred  my  (ecuJar  Intercft  before. pods  Ho* 
nour  and  Glory  ^  Ido  fb  ft  ill.  If  I  have  feared 
Men  more  than  God,  I  do  fo  ftiU.  If  I  ^lave 
been  loth  to  do  good  with  the  Temporal  Wet 
finp  God  hath  conferred  upon  me,  I  am.  (b  ftill. 
And  what  (ins  1  leave,  it's  more  becaufe  t  have 
no  inclination  to  them,  or  b^cau(e;I  amafiraid 
theyll  fpoil  and  b1emt(h  my  reputation  in  the 
:  World,  thanbecaufe  I  love  that  God  who  made 
me,  and  hath  obliged  me  l^y  a  thoiiiand  favoui^ 
to  efteem  and  prize  him  above  alL  And  is  this 
tb^  Coat  of  the  Sons  of  God  >  Is  this  the  Li<- 
very  of  a  Chriftian  indeed  }  Is  thb  done  like  a 
man  that  lives  upon  God's  Bounty,  is  fed  by  his 
Charity,  fupported  by  his  Alms,  and  cbain»- 
tain'd  from  his  Store-houfe,  and  cannot  fublift 
one  moment  without  his  Concourie,  and  hath 
not  a  better  Friend  in  all  the  World  than  hin, 
who  it  the  Fountain  of  Living  Waters  ?  Wto 
can  believe  this  ?  What  man,  that  underftanic^ 
any  thing,  can  think  well  of  this  condition  ? 
Will  it  cure  my  Difeafe,  to  believe  that  I  have 
it  not  >  Will  believing  that  I  am  notin  Prifon; 
bring  me  out  of  it }  What  if  I  was  never  irt 
fJeaven  >  What  if  I  never  faw  the  Book  of  Life? 
.What  if  I  never  view'd  the  Lift  of  thofe  that 
ihall  be  damn  d,  aod  thole,  that  (hall  be  faved  ? 
Doth  not  the  Word  of  God  tell  me^  who.ihey 
are  that  (hall  be  happy,  and  who  ftiall  be  mtib- 
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rable  ?  And  if  the  marks  of  thofe  that  (hall  feel 
his  everlafting  wrath  are  upon  me,  have  not  I 
realbn  to  look  about  me^  and  feek  more  dili- 
gently after  Grace,  than  ever  I  have  done? 
Cohfideration )  one  great  defign  of  it  being 
to  know  how  the  cafe  (lands  between  God  and 
our  own  Souls,  fuch  a  Self-exatnination  muft 
of  neceflity  be  the  Corner- ftone  of  this  Spiritu- 
al Building,  and  comparing  our  Lives  with  the 
Rules  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  proper  Characters 
of  fuch  as  are^in  a  likely  way  to  enjoy  God  for 
ever,  may  juQly  challenge  the  firfl:  Seat  in  this 
intelledual  Paradi(e.  But  then  as  building  of 
a  (lately  Gate,  withour  a  Houle  anfwerable  to 
it»  doth  but  expofe  the  Builder  to  deriiion  and 
contempt  ^  Co  Self  examination,  without  a  (eri- 
ou$  Ex  population  with  our  own  hearts,  is  but 
to  make  the  Accujer  of  our  Brethren  laugh  at  our 
vain  attempts,  and  God  fcorn  the  endeavour; 
that  could  be  cru(h*d  in  the  Bud,  and  tired  be- 
fore  half  its  Race  is  run, 

II.  Expofiulation  routes  the  Soul  from  hef 
£Iumt>er,  and  drives  it  away  from  the  (oft  Doun 
it  wouVl  have  refted  and  repos'd  it  felf  upon^ 
and  gives  the  fird  Blow  (for  Self  examination 
oiily  threatens  it )  to  that  Tree  of  Peath ,  I 
ineaa ,  the  reigning  power  of  Sin  ;  and  I  (ee 
not  how  Sin  can  flielter  it  (elf  any  longer,  or 
what  excufesi^  can  tnake  for  its  ftay  and  conti- 
nuance, where  the  Sou!  dofh  fummon  it  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Bar  of  Conlcience,  and  enters 
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into  fuch  reafpnings  and  interrogations  as  thefe : 
Are  thefe  things  lb,  and  do  1  (land  trifling  with 
my    falvation?    Am  I  in  danger  of  everlaft- 
irtg  Flames,  and  do  I  lie  playing  in  the  Suburbs 
of  Dcftrudion?  Hanmbal  is  at  the  Gate,  and 
do  not  I  run  to  my  Arms?  The  PbiliSfhes  are 
upon  thee  Sawpfon^  and  doft  thdulie  ftill  >  The 
D^lnge  is  coming,  And  do  I  talk  of  Marr)ring, 
and  giving  in  Marriage  ?  I  fee  the  Waters  rile, 
and  conie  up  to  my  Ancles,  to  my  knees,  to  liiy 
Loins,  fo  ray  Neck,  and  am  not  I  frighted  ?  O 
Lord  !  The  Jhares  of  Death  ihco^paj^  nte ,  and 
the  paws  of  Hell  are  ready  to  lay  hold  of  me  !  Ei- 
ther I  believe  afi  eterriity  of  Torments,  that 
(hall  attend  a  carelels  (inful  Life,  or  I  do  not: 
If  not,  why  dare  not  1  profefi  my  detlial  ?  why 
do  I  pliay  the  Hypocrite,  ^nd  make  the  World' 
think  I  do  believe  it  ?  What's  the  rea(bn  that  I 
cannot  (hake  off  the  fears  of  it,  if  I  would  ne- 
ver fo  fain?  Why  does  fomething  within  m6 
check  me,  when  I  would  be  (b  propbane  as  to 
deny  it  ?  Can  I  ever  be  ferious,  and  not  believe 
it  ?  But  then  if  I  believe  it,  what  a  mad  n)an 
I  to  loiter^  when  the  Candle  I  am  allow'd  to 
by,  is  almo(t  burnt  out,  and  I  know  not 
bow  iSoq  it  may  plea(e  my  great  Maffer  to  ex- 
tinguifli  ir^-Do  I  lead  a  Life  which  is  the  irea- 
dieft  way  t6  eternal  Vengeance,  and  (hall  I  not 
ftep  back  and  prevent  it  ?  Can  I  imagine  God 
will  blow  out  that  everlafting  Fire,  fo  gratifie 
my  vicious  temper  ?  or  deftroy  that  Tophet^  put 
of  tender neis  to  my  Lufts  and  Corruptions  ?  Carl 
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I  Conceive  it  poffible,  chat  God  will  go  froo)  his 
word)  to  t>leafe  a  ftubborn  Sinner  }  of  prove  a 
,  Liar,  that  1  may  go  with  greater  eafeco  Hca* 
V6Q  }  What  great  natter, .  haYse  I  donebriGod^ 
that  i  (h6uld  OKpe^.  fcich  favour:?.  How  have  I 
Obliged  him?  Whftt!?  by  d)y  walking  after 
the.  Flelh?  By  my.grcedinefs  after  the  Meat 
which  peHfheth?  ^y'rny  cob&eisptof  his  Exbdr^ 
tatioQs  and  Adinonitions  i  h  God  to  be  oblit 
ged  by  fib  ?  Is  the  Almighty  to  be  made  kind  by 
FcHly^  I*  he  to  be  rendred  propitious  by  Afi 
fr^mts?  What  fellow  (hip  h^th  Rigbteoufoe& 
with  Unrighteouiheis  ?  or  what  Communion 
hath.  Light  with  .Darknefi?  or  what  concord 
bath  Cffrifl  with  Belid?  Do  I  not  know  that  I 
(hall  he  miserable,  if  I  continue  in  that  cmx(fi  I 
have  held  oti  in  hitherto;  and  am  I  in  love  with 
eternal  Kuine?  Am  I  certain  that  iniijuity  wiU 
bb  ikiy  cdniuGon,  and:  am  I  refolv'd  to  dye  ?  I 
hatre  all  the  reafon  in  the  World  to  believe,  that 
k  was  the  Son  of  God  that  was  the  Author  of 
Ihofe  Thteatnings  and  Gomminations  I  find  irt 
the  Gofpel  i  Do  I  believe  him  to  be  the  Son  of 
God,  and  can  I  knagine  that  the.leafi:  tittle  6f 
his  words  will  perifh  ?  I  have  run  tip  and  dcitwn 
in  the  World  the(e  many  years,  and  huntedra&er 
•  thole!  Vanities  which  (eniual  iMen  do  dote 
upon :  But  will  thefe  fave  me  when  1  dye  P '  Will 
<not  the  remembrance  of  my.  eager  pucfuitafteir 
tbde  Butterflies  and  Gaudes,.  fiU.me  wi^li  an«- 
gttiOi  and  forrow  }  Have  Miv*d  in  the  WoWd 
all  this  while,  and  am  not  Inearer  B^venthaa 
I  wat  fomeyears  ago  >  Muft  ray  Body  cngrofs  all 


my  endeavours,  and  muft.  oiy  Soul  be  ftarved  } 
I  have  a  Soul  that  cannot  dye,  and  mud  not 
dye,  and  muft  (hortly  appear  befdre  Gods  Tri- 
bunal, and  (hall  mot  I  ftudy  its  fafety  s^d  hap- 
ptne6  as  much  as  I  am  able  ?  Lord  God  I  (hould 
Death  arreft  me  before  I  have  made  my  Cal- 
ling and  Ele&ton  fure,  how  fearful,  how  wretch- 
ed  would  my  condition  be  ?  Should  it  fall  to 
my  (hare  to  howl  in  outward  darknefs,  how 
(hould  1  cuife  the  day  when  firft  t  (aw  the  Light } 
How  (hould  I  cry  out,  Lef  the  day  perijb  wherein 
1  rpas  horn^  and  \be  night  in  which  it  was  faid^ 
There  k  a  ManXhild  cMceived^  let  that  day  he 
darkpefs^  let  not  God  regard  it  fron$  above^  nei^ 
ther  let  the  Light  Jbine  upon  it.    Let  Darkjafiand 
the  Jbadow  of  Death  Jiain  it.    Let  a  Claud  dweU 
upon  it.    Let  the  blackpefs  of  the  day  terrifie  i$. 
Should  thofe  Tortures  the  Damned  feel  be  infii- 
died  upon  me,  how  (hould  I  wi(h  that  I  had  liv'd 
all  my  days  in  Deferts  and  Wildernefles,  and 
fpcnt  my  whole  time  in  praying  an4  praifii^  of 
God,  and  given  all  my  Goods  to  the  Poor,  and 
liv'd  upon  Bread  and  Water,   and  underg(me 
the  greate(t  hard(hips  and  feveritiesf  outpray'd 
a  Saint,  and  outfafked  a  Hermit,  rather  than 
ventur  d  my  (bul  in  fo  Qight  a  bottom,  as  world- , 
]y-mindedne(s  mu(i  necelBiriiy  be.    Oh  I  how' 
(hould  I  wifh,  that  like  the  Gadarenes  Hc^, 
1  had  leap'd  into  the  Sea  rather,  than  run  mto 
exce(s  of  Riot,  and  precipitated  my  felf  into 
boyling  Caldrons,  rather  than  into,  the  MxA^  ^ 
terous  Bed,  receiv'd  burning  Coals  into  my  Bo-  1 
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fome,  rather  than  Partners  of  my  Lufts  into  my 
arms,  and  broiled  in  flames  fooner,  than  in  the 
unhallowed  Paflions,  that  have  brought  down' 
Fire  and  Brimftone  on  my  Folly  1  Should  xhat 
burning  Lake  be  my  habitation  for  ever.O  how  L 
jQiouId  imprecate  all  my  merry  Companions  cbac 
did  allure  me  to  run  with  them  into  FoUynand 
¥mmyl  O  how  I  {hould  wi(b  that  my  Eyes 
had  never  feeathem  5  that  my  Ears  had  tiever 
heard  their  names  ^  that  my  tongue  had  been 
torn  into  a  thouiand    pieces,  when   firft  it 
entertain  d  Difcourfe  with  them  ;  that  my  Arms 
had  been  cut  ofi^  when  they  embrac'd  thc^  plea^ 
^res,.  'which  like  Syrens  cheat  men  into  miiery 
and  calamity  1  O  how  I  (hould  curfe  the  place 
where  my  Sins  were  committed^  the  perfons  that 
occafion  d  them,  the  hour  that  ever  I  thought 
of  them !  O  how  I  (hould  wi(h  that  I  had  im- 
proved thofe  opportunities  I  donow  make  light 
of,  and  bcMtvtd  Mojes  and  the  Prophets,  th^t 
gave  me  warning ,  and  turned  to  God,  while 
the  doors  of  Grace  ftood  open,  and  applied  my 
felf  to  the  Minrflers  of  the  Gofpel,  and  taken 
diredions  from  them  what  I  moftdo  to  be  fav  d  ! 
How  (hould  the  poffibility  of  fuch  mifery  fright 
:and  terriiie  me  into  watchfulne(s  and  ferioufnefs  > 
Is  not  Eternity  more  to  me,  than  a  moment  of 
;time?  Can  that  Gold  and  Silver  I  enjoy,  and 
do  (b  much  prize  and  adore,  be  any  motive  to 
the  great  Judge  of  Life  and  Death  to  abfolve 
me  ?  Can  the  pleaiores  of  Sin  be  antidotes  ngainflt 
Sin  ?  or  my  Jollities  procure  a  Pardon  in  that 
day,  when  God  (hall  Judge  men  accordii3g  to 
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the  Gofp^l  ?  fVVbat  makes  me  thus  ftupid,  that 
Lfbcmld  iorego  the  Milk  and  Honey  of  CanaoM^ 
fov  the  pitiful  Garlicks  and  Onions  of  lEfyptf 
Doth:  God  prbmife  me  Purple  Elobes,  and  (hall 
I  take  up  with  courfe^  and  tU  wroiight  Stnff ? 
Ddch  God  offer  me  a  Hoydl  Sfeat,  and  (hall  I  pre* 
fcrr.a^ShcfAerds  Tent  before  it?  What  Devil 
dotb  poiTtfs  me,  that  I  ihould  prefer  Dandng 
9Qd>ileveirmg:for.  a  few  hours,  before  eodkis 
jojjri  •  Where  is  my  ■.  reafon  )  What's  bcicoine  of 
cny/Underftandipg?  Am  I  hewitch'd,  befoci^ed) 
bfg^ird^  that  |  tiaould  believe  a  few  Hatievmg 
motiom  of  Fkfll  and  Blood,  before  all  thb'  €>- 
i^ides  and  Ihfpiitations  of  the  Holy  Ghoflr?  Are 
cbet^  fiichthingi  or  no  ?  I  do  believe  then  are, 
why  rthen  am  i  Mot  more  afied:ed  with'  th«ih  } 
C^  there  be  laiiy  thing  more  reafbriable  than 
GhriiVs  FVecepts  >  What  is  there  in  them  that 
fbgiild  di(courage  me  >  If  God  had  x:odKi)anded 
ievtrer  Taslss ,  is  not  Heaven  recom  pence  c- 
nough?  If  the  PrfipAet  had  bid  me  da  fame  great 
tkwg^  would  mil  haze  done  H^  bow  much  raihetr 
iheh^  when  be  faith  unta  me^  Wafli  and  be  clean  ? 
I  that  forbear  the  greateflf  DeTKac'ies,  (hun  the 
choiceft  Dainties,  will  not  be  tempted  to  eat  of 
the  mofl:  palatable  Difh,  when  1  am  (ecf&te  it 
will  bring  upon  me  the  pain  either  of  Colick 
or  Strangury  ;  Nay,  I  that  lying  under  a  raging 
painful  Diftemper,  with  my  felf  a  Beggar,  or 
the  pporeft  Body  alive,  and  would  be  content 
to  n^oop  to  the  meanefl  Offices,  fo  I  might  be  but 
frted  from  the   Malady,  which  iornaents  .me:: 


Can  I  (cruple  to  obey  thefe  Laws,  when  it  is  to 
avoid  aq  eternity  oi  pain  and  flames  >  Was  not 
Dives  as  (hibborn  as  I  can  be  ?  and,  have  not 
I  realbn  to  believe,  if  he  were  on  Earth  again, 
he  would  think  the  Law  of  Charity  the  ea(kft, 
and  the  reafbnableft  Law  kpaginable  ?  Have  not 
I  realbn  to  believe  he  would  go  beyond  Z^h^tn^ 
leave  himfelf  but  juft  enough  to  live  on,  and 
ftudy  how  to  do  good  with  die  reft  ?  Have  not 
I  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Laws  of  Chrifi  would 
feem  very  facile  and  pradticable  to  him  ?  Can  I 
think  he  would  fey,  A  little  more  fleep^  a^da  little 
more  Jlnmber^  an4  ^ckv:  his  obedience  ?  Me  that 
hzt\^  fclt  the  xntfcry  or  another  World,  would 
think  nothing  too  good  ,  nothing  too  dear, 
nothing    too    co(Hy ,    to    (acrifice   to    htm 
who  is  the  King  immortal ,  inviisblf ,  bleiled 
for  evermore,    O  how  glad  would  be  be,  that 
God  would  accept  of  it  1  That  Cpd  would 
fmell  the  fwqpt  favour,  and  cad  a  gracious  look 
upon  it]  God  that  gave  me  thele  Laws,  and 
hath  entaird  everlafting  blifs  on  my  fincere  obe- 
dience, certainly  knew  beft  what  Was  fit  and  ex- 
pedient for  me  5  and  he  that  is  acquaidited  with 
my  fitting  down,  and  mineuprifing,  and  had  a 
hand  in  my  frame,  can  I  think  he  would  pre- 
fcribe  me  any  thing  prejudicial  to  my  happinefs  > 
Thefe  Precepts, as  they  are  efFeils  oi  thegreateft 
wirdotn,  (b  they  cannot  but  be  highly  beneficial, 
and  promote  iny  Spiritual  intereft,  for  they  drop 
from  a  God  that's  infinitely  good ,  as  well  as 
infinitely  wife  5  (b  that  not  to  fubmit  to  them, 
is,  not  only  to  (tand  in  my  own  light,  and  to 

D  4  hinder 


•% 


36         %\)tmMt%m) 

hinder  mjrSoul  from  its  proper  food  and  npu* 
riftitnentj  but  xq  make  my  (elt  wifer  than  the 
Almighty,  and  to  extol  my  reafon  above  his 
Osnnifcience ,  and  to  accufe  his  immenfe  Wif- 
dom.  of  raftinefs  and  folly  ?  and,  Shall  I  add  blaf- 
phemy  to  my  difobedience  }  Am  I  afraid  God 
is  not  enragd  enough  again  ft  me,  or  that  his 
Anger  is  not  red  enough  ?  Shall  I  throw  Brim- 
ftone  into  the  flanje,  to  make  that  confuming 
fire  more  terrible  ?  Is  it  fuch  a  pleafure  to  have 
God  my  Foe  ?  fs  it  fuch  a  fatisfaftion  to  have 
him,  that  can  deftroy  both  Soul  and  Body  into 
Hell,  for  my  Adverfary  ?  Such  Labyrinths,  fuch 
Inconveniences  do  I  caft  my  fclf  into  by  my  fin- 
fuj  life;  and.  Are  thefe  encouragements  to  con- 
tinue in  it  >  fs  this  the  Wedding  Garment  I  may 
triumph  in  ?  Shall  I  fing  in  Chains,  rejoice  in 
Fetters,  glory  in  my  Shackles,  be  proud  of  the 
pevil's  Service,  t>o4T^  of  my  Slavery  }  When  is  it 
that  I  intend  to  be  clean  >  Shall  I  delay  it  one 
moment  longer,  that  know  not  but  I  may  be  in 
Hell  before  the  Clock  doih  (Vrike  again  ?  Dull 
blockifh  heart.  What  dQii  thou  mean  }  Doft 
thoq  fee,  how  all  thefe  outward  things  do  fade, 
^nd  leave  the  Owners  miferable,  and  wilt  thou 
take  no  warning?  Doft  thou  fee,  how  Jndas 
droops,  though  his  Purfe  be  full  of  Money,  and 
Cai^  trembk  s,  though  he  is  Mafter  of  a  fpacioUs 
Country  >  Doft  not  thou  fee  how  their  hearts 
fail  them  for  fear,  becaufe  they  have  not  made 
God  iheir  Friend  ?  Look  down  into  the  fatal 
Qalphj  Poft  thoqftand  upon  the  Brink  of  de- 
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ftru£tion,  and  art  thou  not  afraid  }  Doft  thou 
fee  a  Crucified  Jefns  ftretching  forth  bis  Arms 
to  embrace  thee,  and  dofl:  thou  feel  no  warmth, 
noheat,  no  zeal ,  no  afFedion  ?  DoO:  thou  ke 
the  great  burning  Lake  before  thee,  and  do(l 
not  thou  quake  and  tremble  ^  Doft  thou  (ee  the 
Reveffger  of  Bfaod  iipotiihy  heelsj  and  wilt  not 
thou  run  into  the  City  cf  Refnge  .<?  Do(k  rhou 
iee  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  preparing  to  rain 
down  Fire  and  BrimfVone  on  thee,  and  wilt  thou 
not  (avc  thy  fclf  in  Zoat  i  Why  (houldft  thou 
ftay  till  th^Door  of  Grace  be  Chut  ?  Why  (bouldfl: 
thou  tarry  till  all  the  Oyl  in  thy  Lamp  be 
rpent  >  Why  (houldft  thou  fold  thy  Armd  till 
Death  taker  the  Fort,  and  leaves  thee  in  no  poffi* 
bility  of  Mercy  ?  Why  (hduldft  thou  ftand  (lit!, 
till  the  Enemy  lays  thy  Confcience  wafted  Why 
(houldd  thou  fleep,  till  all  the  Field  be  overrun 
with  Weeds  >  Why  Ihouldft  thou  be  idk  tSl  the 
Bleventb  hour  b  paft  ?  Run,  run  for  thy  lifej 
There  is  danger  near  i  The  Enemy  ts  at  hand  ^  ^ 
The  Fort  is  like  to  be  tahen  5  The  Cittadel  is 
almoft  lofl: ;  Thou  art  almoft  at  the  laft  gafp : 
Look  up,  Doft  not  thou  fee  thy  Sa victor  fly 
down  from  Heaven  to  lay  hold  of  thee,  and 
wilt  not  thou  makehafte  and  meet  him  >  Behold 
the  Bridegroom  comes,  and  wilt  not  thou  bid 
'  him  welcome  ?  Doft  not  thou  fee  how  the  Mar- 
tyrs,  how  the  Primitive  Chriftians  fly  to  Hea- 
ven, and  wilt  thou  ftay  behind  >  Doft  not  ihoa 
fee,  how  contented  they  are,  under  Tryals  of 
<:ruel  Mockings  and  Scourgings,  yea  moreover 
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pf  Bonds  and  Impr iicHjments  ?  Doft  not  tboii 
feei  how  they  refufe  not  to  be  ftoned,  to  be  iawo 
afunder,  to  be  tempted,  to  be  flaia  with  the 
$word,  and  all  thai;  thisy  jnay  obtain  a  bette;r 
Refurr eftion  >  Doft  not  thou  fee  bow  they  croud 
in  lit  the  Gate,  ^nd  Wflt  thou  not  iee  what  they 
$fe  doing  there }  Doj[^  thpu  th^nk  they  were 
liU  m%  of  their  wits,  to  break  thus  refblute- 
}y  thr^ough  all  clog;  and  obftacles  into  Clory^ 
If  <bej?  were  not  wife  npken,  why  do  W€  cele- 
hf^^C^M  memories?  aad  if  theywer^p  wife^ 
wiJt JK*  jthon  l^ra  _,wi09  If  they 

fv^r^  Fo()b,  why  4Q*^e  conafnendjthem  ?  Why 
dp  w«i*rite  Panegjfwks  to  their  Natpfs }  Why 
do  we  admire;  th«iB?rWhy  do  we  with,  thai: 
,we  might  be  aj  bappy  as  they  ?  if  they  werf 
«ot,  why  wilt  thoa'HOt:  be  a  Follower  of  them? 
Poft  thou  fee  th^sH  q^qcernd,  and  x:3nft  thou 
ftaod  likfe  a  Statue  J^  t>aft  thou  fee  wjth  what 
Jifcy  ^nd  ?eal  tbf y  (^\\ofi'i  and^art  tbpi;  fenilcfe? 
Daft  ith^u  fee  thfipbufie  and  inqui^tive,  and 
t^Gti\%  about  God'^  K49gdom9  and  cafi  they  in* 
fpire  no  induftry  into  thee  ?  VkA  thou  fee  how 
they  prize  and  value  the  incorruptible  Crown, 
^nd  is  all  too  little  to  perfwade  thee  into  a  pra- 
iftical^ft^em  of  it  >  What  hinders  thee?  What 
is  it  fto5p$  thy  progrels?  Art  thpu  ftill  in  love 
jvith  that  which  will  undo  thee ;?  Why  (hould 
JFatberand  Motlier,  Wife  and  (Jbildren,  Brethren 
and  Sifters,  Lands  and  Houie$»,  make  thee  lo(e 
a  Crown  ?  Hath  God*s  favour  no  temptation  ? 
Is  tbere  no  charm  in  his  love?  Hath  Heaven 
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no  beauty  )  If  thou  muft  be  mtferable ,  hadft 
thou  not  better  be  Tq  here,  than  hereafter?  Shall 
the  prefenc  food  flatter  tjbee  into  eternal  hunger  i 
And  becaufethe  Tree  is  plesfant  to  the  eye,  will! 
thou  prepare  for  being  expelFd  ov^t  of  Paradif^ 
for  ever  ?  Will  ^  few  (Jeafant  Cups  <;ounter- 
bailance  thy  everlafiiiig  Thirft }  Wilt  thoy  v^<^ 
ture  an  everlafting  Storm,  for  a  prefeot  Calqi } 
and  run  the  ba?:ard  of  ,w  emllels  Teff^fl:,  for 
a  few  months  .Recreation  }  Behol4  hp^  ^<^f 
runs  away  from  the  World  to  )^  faved ,  and 
wilt  thou  plunge  thy  (elf  into  t^t  dangerous 
Sea?  Behold  how  WiJ^k,  Elijha,  and  S'  Jdm 
the  Baptiji  mire  into*  the  Wilde^(s^  thai:  their 
eyes  may  riot  behold;  thefe  fublunary  v^oitie^t 
and  doft  tliott  Ipng  to  be  in  th?  Crond  whii^ 
wifer  men  defire  to  be  rid  of?  Good  :U>rd  I 
Whom  do  I  intend  to  pleafe.  Cod  or  the  Devil? 
God  I  cannot  pleafeby  it,  for  be. calls  to  me, 
Come  imt  from  4mp^  thcMf^  my  fe(^9^  ^d  hje 
Jepitrate^  attd  tanchnot iht  Mnckan  tbi^g^  and  I 
mU  receive  jiH^  and  (hall  I  gr^ifie  the  Devil 
then  ?  O  WreJtch  that  I  am  !  the  Devil  was  ne- 
ver crucified  for  me^  never  (pilt  oqe  drop  of 
Jbloud  for  me,  never  endured  agonies  for  me  s 
he  never,  wore  a  Cfown  of  Thorcv  for  me,  he 
never  tafted  of  the  (bamefiil  de^th  of  the  Crofi 
for  me^  and  (hall  Ifly  imo  his  9rms?  How  of 
ttn  hath  he  diiappoilnt«dnie  in  myhopes  and 
dtfires^  and  (hall  I  fown  i^on  the  Enemy  ?  Lay 
force  upon  his  Kingdom  of  darkneis,  in  defpigh^ 
of  all  the  Bars  smd  Bd(s,  and  Guards  which 
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the  great  King  of  Heaven  puts  between  me  and 
damnation  >  I  have  been  abuied  and  cheated 
by  (in  the(e  many  years,  and  (hall  I  be  cheated 
ftill  >  Does  not  my  blood  rife  at  the  very 
thoughts  of  if  >  I  that  will  not  be  cheated  in  my 
Triside  or  Dealings  with  men,  (hall  I  fuflfer  my 
felf  to  be  imposed  upoi>  by  a  lying  Devil  ?  And 
when  I  (hidy  how  to  be  revenged  on  him,  than 
hath  fold  me  a  Pebble  for  a  Pearl,  a  BriJiol'Stone 
for  a  Diamond,  and  "endeavour  to  prevent  the 
like  deception  for  the  time  to  come  5  (ball  I,  in 
thefe  great  concerns*  of  my  Soul ,  where  the 
Cheat  is  fo  apparent,  where  to  di(cover  it,  I  need 
do  no  more  bat  open  my  eyes,  where  God  and 
his  holy  Angels,  and  all  the  Mini(lers  of  the 
Go(pel  iaflureme  of  (he  fallacy,  where  the  Cheat 
is  of  that  dangerous  con(cquence  too,  and  bor- 
ders upon  eternal  damnation  5  (hall  I  be  fo  dif* 
generous,  (b  ba(e,  low^fpirited,  as  to(u(Fer  my  (elf 
to  be  thus  grofly  abufed  and  deceived  ?  A  Child 
will  not  he  cheated  of  his  Puppets,  a  Bea(t  will 
not  be  cheated  of  hts  Meat,  a  Dog  will  not  be 
cheated  of  his  Bone,  and  (hall  I  alone  be  the 
fport  of  Devils  >  I  ?  A  Creature  to  whom  God 
hath  given  Dominion  over  the  Fi(h  of  the  Sea^ 
and  over  the  Fowls  of  the  Air,  and  over 
every  thing  that  moveth  upon  the  Earth  ? 
O  Monfter !  Why  fo  cruel  to  my  own  Soul  ? 
Why  (b  barbarous  to  my  immoral  part  ?  Why 
fo  inhumane  to  my  fpiritual  intereft  >  Why  (b 
mad  to  run  into  the  fire  }  Why  fuch  an  Etiemy 
10  my  own  good  }  Have  not  I  Enemies  enough , 
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but  I  aauOr  make  my  fetf  my  greateft  Foe  ?  ShaU 
I  joyn  with  diat  roaring  Lyon,  and  teach  him 
how  to  devour  me  }  Shall  i  give  him  advantages 
^gakift  my  (elf,  firfl:  let  him  deceive  me,  and 
then  laugh  at  me?  firO:  let  him  feduceme  into 
^he  Net,  and  then  punifli  me  for  being  taken  ? 
I  believe  my  Children,  if  they  tell  me,  that 
they  have  feen  (uch  a  hopfe  on  lire  5  airi  be- 
lieve my  Neighbours,  if  they  aifure  me  there 
.are  Thieves  broke  into  my  houfe  ;  and  believe 
a  Pbyfician,  who  affirms.  That  fuch  a  Powder 
or  Herb  is  perfed  Poyfon ;  ai  d  (hall  not  I  bc^ 
lieve  that  God,  who  hath  prepar'd  and  fore-or* 
dain^d  thefe  everlafting  burnings  I  hear  and 
read  of,  and  muft  needs  know  the  terrour  of 
them  }  Shall  not  I  believe  him,  when  he  telb 
me,  and  prdte(ts  upon  the  word  of  a  God,  that 
if  I  do  not  betake  my  felf  betimes  to  anotlur 
courle  of  Life,  I  (hall  afliiredly  fall  a  Prey  to 
tho(e  endlefs  burnings  ?  Say  not,  fal(e  heart,  how 
(hall  I  be  fureGod  bath  faid  (o.  Cither  pro- 
feis  thy  (elf  no  Cbriftian,  or  confefs  it.  Haft 
thou  lived  fo  long  under  the  found  of.  the  Go*- 
ipel,  and  dar'ft  thou  harbour  fuch  a  thought  ? 
I  believe  a  Servant,  that  telU  me.  That  fuch  a 
Man  is  like  to  run  away  with  the  Goods  I  have 
intrufted  him  with  ^  and  I  believe  a  Stranger, 
that  gives  me  warning  not  to  be  fathiliar  with  a 
certain  (brt  of  Perfons  in  the  Countrey  I  am 
going  to  5  and  I  believe  a  Traveller,  tbit  tells ^ 
me,  that  in  fuch  an  liland  there  are  Mountains 
of  Fire,,  and  Mines  of  Sulphur  burning  conti- 
nually 5 


•/» 


41        %^<Bmt%tm 

Dually;  Do  I  beliere  lb  Enem)r,.  that  thres^ 
tens  m  br^ak  my  hebd  when  he  tneeis  me,  and 
flnll  not  I  believe  that  God  that  fee«}f  me,  and 
iproteds  me,  and  knckws  all  things,  and  can  do 
ailthkigvand  never  intetidcd  me  any  hann,  but 
bath  given  me  fudi  evidences  of  his  kind  incli^ 
nations  to  me,  that  I  muft  deny  my  own  Betdg, 
if  I  queftion  hb  willingneKs  to  have  me  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ?  I  chufe  a  prefent 
agony  to  keep  off  an  after-evil,  aikd  am  content 
to  prolong  torment,  fo  I  may  but  prolong  this 
Nfortal  Lite  j  and  (ball  not  I,  to  avoid  tho& 
end le(s.  tortures,  mortifie  afiUy  Ltiflr^  rubduemy 
extrafagaiit  IXires,  and  inflift  (b  touch  Pe^ 
nance  on  my  feif,  as  to  ca(Mer  all  darling  and 
bo(bme  Iniquities  >  What  means  my  Goqlcience  ^ 
it  s  not  quiet  under  all  the  pleafures  of  Sin ;  It  s 
ready  to  accufe  me ;  when  it  gets  me  alone,  it 
twitches  me,  I  find  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  rock  it 
aileep^  and  when  I  think  its  faft,  like  a  Giant 
it  awakes  again,  and  frights  me  with  flaflies  of 
the  next  World's  flames^  and  (tetU  1  break 
through  all  thofe  Funeral  Torches  to  invade 
Damnation  ?  Do  what  |  can ,  it  wounds  me, 
Jalhes  me,  tears  me,  and  like  fome  Blood-hound 
follows  me,  and  I  condemn  my  (elf  before  any 
Creature  accules  me ;  it's  not  to  be  bribed  with 
Money,  not  to  be  huCb'd  with  threatnings,  not 
to  be  tyed  with  Cords,  not  to  be  boUnd  with 
Ropes,  and,  Lord,  (hall  not  I  fuffer  my  felf 
to  be  taken  Captive  by  the  King  of  Saints !  Such 
Expoftulations ,  if  the  heart  be  not  all  Rock 
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atid  Adatn^nt,  cannot  but  (lartle  the  Sinner  itl 
his  Licembufaefs,  make  him  ftamp  with  hii 
ftti,  add  fdrce  him  into  other  refbltrticMis^ 
which  is  the  third  Ingredient  of  this  great  Arr, 
Confidetatioft. 

t  r      • 

'''\  IM.  Stroftg  Refolntion.  This  is  the  neceffiiry 
confequetrt  bfthe  preceding  Expoftulatipti^,  if 
they  be  fef  ious,  and  not  ufed  only  out  of  For-- 
<n^lity  i  and  the  Soul,  that  is  by  this  tizM  ftung 
into  a  fenie  of  its  danger,  and  cries  out,  Lord^ 
what  have  I  done?  will  foon  fall  frorii  thrticc* 
into  fuch  refolutions  as  thefe;  Does  the  Cafe 
ftand  thus,  add  muft  my  finfol  Rfe  expiite'into 
the  Worth  that  dies  not  >  muft  my  FroRcki  die 
into  endtels  bowlings  >  and  muft  my  (^mt  of 
(in  be  cru(ht  into  never-dying  angui(b  ^  ahd  my 
wilful  contempt  and  negleft  of  Ood^s  WiH;  ht 
turned  into  Chaids  of  darknefs  for  eter  ?  ft  it 
{o  as  God  hath  told  me  >  (and  why  '(hdukf  he 
tell  me  fo,  if  it  were  not  lb  ?  why  (bdukf  he 
fright  me  with  painted  fire  ?  and  how  cdtild  it 
confift  with  his  Wifdom  and  Integrity  to  deceive 
me  with  Bugbears  and  Chimera's  ? )  if  thi$  be 
the  fate  of  a  finful  life,  then  tell  me  no  mote  of 
Dalilas^  tell  the  no  moi'e  of  Impediments,  or 
Excufes,  or  Delays.  If  this  ht  the  fearfuJ  Exit 
of  Senfuality  atid  Irreligtoufnefs ,  there  is  no 
dallying  with  fifi,  TUg^t  rid  of  it,  wbAteverit 
coft  me  ^  ril  hearken  to  its  ibft  Airs  na  longer  5 
Ml  be  charmed  no  more  with  the  lovely  looks  of 
that  Harlot  5  its  curious^  Drcfffes,  its  treadierous 
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Glances  (hall  comnnit  a  R.ape  upon  my  Afiedi- 
ons  oo  longer.    I  will  not  for  a  few  jolly  hours 
oegled:  my  eternal  iafetys    Eternity  is  not  a 
thing  to  be  made  lieht  of  ^  I  believe  there  is  fuch 
a  thing,  and  why  moulci  I  be  fuch  a  Changeling 
as  not  to  provide  for  it  with  all  imaginable  care 
and  induftry  ?   I  am  gone.    Farev^^d  Applaufe 
and  Greatnefsof  the  World.    Farewel  ye  little 
(booting  flames  of  feofaal  pleafures^  which  (erve 
only  to  delude^  not  to  revive  or  enligbien  an 
Immortal   SouK     Farewel    Cards   an^    Dice, 
and  all  thofe  Trinkets  of  the  Devil,  whereby 
beibtted  Men  lo(e  their  time,  and  peace  j  Time, 
what  can  be  more  coClly  }  Peace,  what  can  be 
of  greater  value?  Farewel  Fine  Cloaths,  and 
richer  Habits,  wtuch  ferved  only  to  feed  Pride 
and  Lujcury.    Pride,  what  can  be  liker  the  £^- 
yil }  Luxury,  what  can  be  more  unmanly  > 
Farewel  Oftentation  and  Vain-glory,  for  which  I 
have  (b  often  facrificcd  not  only  my  Wealth, 
but  my  Re(Vand  Quiet  too,    Farewel  Applauie, 
and  Acclamations  of  the  giddy  Crowd,  which 
have  fweird,  and  blown  up  my  heart  fo  often, 
and  made  me  enamour'd  with  my   finful  (elf. 
Farewel  my  old  Acquaintance,  that  cocker'd  and 
helped  to  pleafe  thoie  Lufts  I  now  abhor.     Fare- 
wel ye  dangerous  Friends,  that  would. have 
dragged  me  into  Hell,  and  would  have  had  me 
kind  to  you  even  into  eternal  Fire.    Farewel 
unhappy  Men,  who  would  have  had  me  ven- 
ture on  that  burthen  of  God*s  anger,  which 
Devils  cannot  bear^  and  tempted  me  to  be  mi- 
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ftt^le  for  companies  fake ;  I  oiuft  either  have 
no  peace  with  God,  or  none  with  you.  The 
friendftiip  of  God  and  the  World  are  incompa- 
ttble^  and  would  you  have  me  leave  my  Cod| 
my  Happtnefi,  my  Joy,  my  Comfort,  my  Re- 
fuge, my  biding  Place,  my  Riches^  my  Tresf- 
fure,  to  follow  you  to  a  place  of  endleis  Tor- 
ments ^  I  fee  through  all  thefe  Cobwebs  $  I  fee, 
I  fee  what  all  your  Follies  will  come  to  s  I  am 
coQvincd,  that  if  there  be  a  Happinefs  hereaf- 
ter, ^  as  I  am  perfwaded  there  is,  the  courfe  ye 
take,  cannot  be  the  way  to  that  Paradife.  Mo- 
left  me  no  more,  it  b  in  vaia  Til  be  ^hous*d 
no  more  i  feek  out  Arguments,  find  out  flat^ 
teries,  make  your  motives  as,  ftrong  as  you 
pjeafe,  as  cogent  as  you  can,  but  with  me  they 
(hall  not  prevail.  Here  they  (hall  find  noharboun 
ill  have  nothing  to  do  wich  thefe  Pyratt^.  They 
have  been  ready  to  fiakmyyefifel.  They  had 
fwallowed  me  up  quick,  if  jGpd  had  not  been  on 
tny  fide.  They  had  devour  d  me,  if  Cod  had 
not  watch'd  over  me«  I  thank  thee,  O  God^ 
that  thou  haft  npt  taken  away  my  Ule  with  Sin- 
pers:  I  will  cUa»b  Mount  j$^9^  111  afcend  God*^ 
Holy  Hill  9  ril  be  kept  in  M^ficjb^  in  the  Tents 
of  Kedar^  no  longer.  Lift  up  your  heads,  O 
ye  Gates,  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlafting 
Doors  1  rU  enter  ^  I  will  force  my  way  through 
all  the  Impediments  of  this  flattering  World. 
Whtt  (bould  hinder  m^}.  Sk^H  trimatmf^  iff 
diftnfs ,  or  f^tfuMion ,  ^,  fa^^t ,  or  nal^dntfsi 
^r  perils  orfaard  ^  Thefe ooi  but  kill  the  Body, 
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but  I  have  an  immortal  Soul  to  lave!  if  I  (ecurt 
that,  I  fecure|aU5  and  I  will  feeure  it  whatever 
it  coft  roe.    I  will  not  zGt  contrary  to  my  own 
perfuafions  any  more :  I  am  perfuaded  that  all 
my  worldly  glories  will  have  a  period,  and  tb^t 
ihey  contribute  notliing  to  my  r^al  bappitiefi^ 
Tis  a  pradicdl  fervent  love  of  Ood  thatmuft 
make  sie  happy  3  this  is  it  muftetUfitle  me  to 
God's  everlafting  Mercies ;  this  f  bdieye^  this  I 
am  coniident  of,  acoordio^  to  tt»  faith  rlVad. 
God  holds  out  a  Grown  to  me,  sind  (hall  I  be 
dull  and  lazy  under  that  glorious  profped  >  I 
(be  the  Aoyal  Diadem  afar  off,  leap  out,  O  tny 
Soul,  to  reach  it ,  it's  worth  labouring,  itV 
worth  wi:eflfling,  it  s  worth  fweating  and  tciiling 
day  and  night,^   £ee,  fee,  how  to  get  Bread,  the 
poor  Nfiner  digs  in  9  dark  and  lonely  Vault, 
while  the  works  overliis  head*  tlu^ten  him  with 
lalUng  in  every  hour,'  and  cru(hiog  hini  to  death  9 
And  ftiall  I  fdar  dangiers,  in  (krivmg  to  be  abun- 
dantly (atisfied-  for  ever  with  the  fatne6  o§ 
Qod's  Houfe^  I  fee  a  City  which  hath  Fotmda* 
tioas  whofe  Bailcter  and  Maker  is  God  5  I  be*- 
hold  afar  off  a  Etoufe  made  without  H'and^, 
eternhl  in  the  Heavens*    Farewel  temptattons,- 
farewel  corrupt  deceitful  heart,  HI  believe  thy* 
falfe  (u^geOions  m^  longer^  I  have  a  furer  word!'^ 
of  Propiiecy  to  lay  hold  oil    How  often  haft 
thou  taii^ht  me  to  cover  my  (Ins-witfa  plaufible^ 
naoies^,  that  I  might  not  be  fore d  to  kave 
them  >  What  >  Will  the  Almighty  be  blinded 
witb^foft  Tnleii  k-  he  afleeplik^  jBW,  .01!^ 
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g<Hiea|oumey,  ordothheforget,  or  is  he  to 
b^  cajoled  into  approbation  df  fuch  doings  > 
What  doft  thoii  tnafee  of  him  ?  Oofl:  thou  think 
kim  to  be  ibme  ileathen  Dcnf^  thiat  hath  Eyes, 
and  fees  not.  Ears,  and  hears  not,, a  Heart,  and 
underftands  not?  Canftcfaoii  draw  a  Curtain 
heibie  the  Eyes  of  Infinite  Wifilom  ?  Willi  be, 
whofe  Underftaqding  cannot. by  fearching  1>e 
foitod  out  5  be  thus  dekided?  is  he  a  Ghfld^ 
Yidbich  tfaou  <^ft  ^y  withal >  Doft  tkni. call 
himOod^  andibrget^  that  he  pries  into  ail  thy 
defigns,  and  purpofes ,  and  iatetitions?  FaUe, 
foolifh  heart !  Art  thou  not  afiiained  of  this  So- 
pfaiftry?  Wilfr  thou  nake  md  believe  V  that 
Wlttte  isBlad:,  and  Black,  WUte,  and  bereave 
me  of  my  Jbiies  ?  I  rememf^eti  thy  Cheats,  I 
bai^  not  Icxgot,  £iow  thou  haft  footfaed.  me  in 
t-Tempeft  of  a  roaring  C^onlcience.  How  haft 
tbou  dariEoed:my  Eyes?  What^umesy  what 
Nfifts  haft  thou  caft  before  me,  thit  I  mi^t: not 
fee  tte  true  nature  of  finful  adions  f  Bow  haft 
thou  prompted  me  to  call  my  Pride,  Decency  ; 
my  Covetoufiiefi,  Frugality^  my  Ekunk^ineG, 
Good-fdlow(hip ;  my  Revenge,  vindication  of 
my  Honour^  9y  Uncleanne&and  Lafcivioufnefi^ 
hnpoffiUiity  of  reiifting  the  dilates  of  Nature  5 
my  ilandering  others,  i&ying  but  what  1  hear  ** 
as  if  God  dia  not  fee  my  iniidb^  well  as  but- 
frie,  or .  could  be  deceived  with  (hadow  and 
irarnilfh)  and  were  not  reibly  xl  to  wafti  away 
riidSb:  curious  Colours  \iUk  Riviers  of  flaming 
Brimftone !  How  often  baft  thou  bid  me  call  my 
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greater  enormities,  kinocent  mirth,  and  made 
me  look  on  them,  as  men  do  on  ob)e£b  through 
the  wrong  end  of  a  Perfpeftive  Gla&,  as  if  God 
were  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  my  felf,  and 
w  ould  therefore  be  contented  to  call  my  Favon* 
rite- Vices,  Peccadillo's ,  becaufe  my  fclf  was 
loth  to  call  them  by  another  name !  How  o& 
ten  haft  thou  fktter'd  me  with  deceitful  Riches, 
if  I  would  but  give  my  (elf  that  liberty  my  ir- 
religious Neighbours  ufe !  How  often  haft  diou 
tempted  .me  with  the  famous  examples  of  prof- 
peroqs  Men,  that  have  been  Strangers  to  Seri* 
oufnefs  and  Heavenly^^mindednefs !   How  haft 
thou  difparaged  Piety  to  me,  as  a  fneaking  ijua- 
liBcatioh,  and  reprefented  Sin  as  the  Royal  way 
to  Credit  and  Reputation !   Away  with  thefe 
Fables,.  I U  be  trepanU  and  Toothed  lio  more  5 
coax  Children  with  luch  Baubles,  I  know  too 
much  to  be  ravt(b'd  wkh  thele  borrowed  glories. 
Cod  bath  Ipoken  once,  twice  have  I,  heard  it, 
nay,  athcufand times  have  1  heard  It^Tb^a  he  that 
pvercomes^  Jhail not  be  hurt  by  the  ficond  death: 
which  b,  that  everlafting  feparationof  the  Soul, 
from  the  great,  and  glorious  prefence  of  God  .* 
And  what  overcoming  can  he  mean,  but  Con* 
queft   of  fuch  treacherous  Suggeftions?  If  I^ 
overcome  thee,  I  do  my  work.    If  I  mafter  ^ 
thee,  I  am  made  for  ever.    If  I  fubdue  thee^ 
my  greateft  impediment  is  removed.  If  I  can  but 
hate  thy  flatteries,  behold,  God  willbe  my  Rock 
and  my  Salvation,  and  my  E^fence,  and  I  fliall 
not  be  moved.    How  often  haft  thou  promised 
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me  long  Life,  and  Ea(^,  and  Plenty;,  if  I  would 
Aream  out  my  golden  years'  in  Vanity,  and  bru* 
tifh  delights,  ^sif  my  youth  had  been  too  good 
fer  God,  and  God,  whien  he  woo'd  me  to  obe- 
dience, came  but  to  torment  me,  a«  the  evil 
Spirit -faid  in  the  Gofpel,  befote  my  time,  as  if 
I  were  the  great  Difpofer  of  my  time,  and  cotild 
command  my  Age  toilourifh  at  fburfcore  i  How 
baft  thou  bid  me  delay  my  Repentance  and  Se- 
rioufnefi,  and  given  me  hopes  that  I  rQioviild 
find  a  convenient  time  hereafter^  when- 1  coiild 
keep  Sin  and  the  World  no  longer!  as  if  Re- 
pentance were  in  my  own  hands,  and  I  could 
command  it  to  attend  me  at  my  pleafure^  aiid  as 
if  it  were  a  work  to  be  difpatch'd'Wifh^^^figh 
or  groan !  Hci^  haft  thoufetnp^ed  me  'to  fin  \m 
der  a  pretence  that  none  fltoutd  fee  it  v  or  if  the 
fib  could  not  be  kept  fecrit,':  hotle  fhoSlld^'gftow 
that  I  had  a  hand  in  ic4  »«  if '43o(l  diel^ot  fee 
by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and  a  private  Cor-, 
ner  could  Jteeep  out  Omnipotence 5  or  as  U  God 
(ate  like  an  idle  Pilot  in  Heaven,  without  re- 
garding how  the  great  Ship  of  this  World  y^  go- 
ivemed  i  How  haft  thou,  under  the  colour  of  a 
fingle  fin,  involved  me  into  a  ^leceffity  of  ad- 
ding another,  and  been  reftlefs  t:ll  I  have  added 
more  to-  fupport  the  reft !  And  how  tr^ache- 
roufly  haft  thou  bid  me  walk  in  the  counfel  of 
the  ungodly,  when  it  was  but  to  engage  me  to 
ftand  inthe  way  of  SinnerS)  and  then  to  make 
me  fit  down  in  the  ieat  of.  the  fcoi  nful !   How 
hiarft  thou  proippted  me  to  palliate  mine  offences, 
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and  to  lay  tbem  at  other  mens  doon^  Lo!  This 
I  hzvfi.  found,  that  God  at  firft  did  make  me  u^i- 
right,  but  thou  haft  taught  me  to  feek  out  many 
inventions,  tricks  how  to  be  undone,  ways'how 
to  pake  my  felf  worfe  than  the  Biafts  that  periCb. 
Go,  Coazener ,  tell  tiiy  Stories  to  men,  that  will 
not  h^^r  the  truth  y  1  will  hear»  what  the  Lord 
w^Jl  fay  to  me.  ,0  Qod !  I  need  no  Acculer,  no 
Witnefs,  no  Spy  to  betray  bae.  Iconfe^myfelf 
guilty,  f  p^l^  SefpfeUce  upon  my  m£  ^My  Conv 
IcipiHre^  Qpnden^^mei  oky  Judge  fits  in  my  Soul; 
myejieSf,  tny  haddA,>n>y  feet,  the  Theater^  the 
AlehP9^9  the  TavefjDjjthey  give  in  evidence 
againft  mp"  My^^kwfAl  me  with  (bame,  the 
ve^fy^W^hs  ]iiy^i;:$Q»iributb40/  my  confufion. 
Peointfi)!  i^n^  I  {;ioWih4ft  thdwjhid  (he  tr uft  to 
brokeoi  Retc^^i  Mid  kan  ^m  Props  which  wm 
rottflnjiro4.dc«j)f;d  !jl;bave  (ctnrfenoughoE  th^ 
falihqpii^ndincOfiftaney)  Tllbe  heldliolon^ei^, 
ni  (iay holongerin Sodom. .  Tbefe flowry  Mea- 
dQw$^  xhv  enai:9eU:d;  Gra&  (haU-  nake  me  iye 
down  no  more  5  I  Tee  ther«  ki  Death  in  1^ 
Pot,  »t\A  the  Great  Day  wiU  be  upon  me  ifi^ 
.all  theiieeming  dday^  {before  tbis^  pdbr  tbefected 
World  is  aware,  ^       •  ^  TV 

•        ■         -  ■  *      . 

I  cpm^,  Lord«  V\\  ftand  out  agatnft  thy  Ca& 
no  longer  3  I  do  hear  thy  voice»  atid  HI  hatden 
my  heart  no  more-  It  is  the  Ivoipeiof  my  B6-' 
loved  that  knocks,  I  will  ari(e  and  lethimiti. 
Awake  up  my  Gl<^y,  awake  ^  Irhaive  (lumber 'd 

long  enough/  'Cet'up,my1l€^^affe€^ns,thi^^ 
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Lord  is  at  baod.    My  heart  is  hot  within  djey 
the:  fire  of  God  burns  within  me.    O  tny  tk>d, 
wik  thoa  ffto'ead  open  thj  arms  toa  Wretch/that 
hath  been  BY  A  with  udrighteoufnefs  and  dcttxt  y 
and  baviog  knoWn  the  jild^iDedt  bF  God,  thai^ 
they  who  commit  fiich  things  ar^  worthy  of 
death,  Jbatfa  not  only  done  the  fame*,  but  haiiil 
bad  {^afofd  in  them  that  ik>  them !  h  them  yet> 
tnrn-cy  in  (lore  fbr  fxichvi  ibdbel?  Will  God  bd 
y ek  eotreated  t  ^  Then,  I  cl^eti^tty  reiioob^  the 
Devil^and  all  his  works.    O^Qodytowbomven- 
geanoe  belongs^  fliewr  thy  felC    ArtfeLord!  let 
all  tfaifie  edeoBtes  be  fcatter  d,  even  my  SinS)  » 
Stbckc  is  drircn  away,  (b  drive  ]:hem  away,'  a« 
Wat tneketh beSoicths fircv- evenfo let  my Sxni 
perifli  at  thi  preience  of 'God.^  I  know  thii 
Wdarkl  will  Iwgljatviiiefor  this  refohatioo,  but 
rU  give  them  leaise  to  mock^i  if  t  can  but  get 
into  ^dnder  blefled  and  everJa&tng  Manfionss 
laugh  pn^  ye  mad  tnen,  I  havb  a  Ood  will  ho^ 
Qoitrme.    If  tbeie  be  a  future  Judgment;  and 
jmeh  (ball  be  reirarddd  stocai&kuq;  to  their  Workt^, 
amd  G6d  will  be  fo  fevere  af^inft  ftubborp  ^m^ 
oers  asfae  hatji  thrduned,  (and  indeed  hecan^ 
not  be  God  «f6thoiit  it;  to  be  Cod,  and  not 
true  tot  his  wcfrd  implies  a  contradidion)  tbect 
fure  I  am,  the  rtdi,  tlie  voluptuous,  the  carnal 
tma  oi  thk  World,  'tlfiat  make  (uch  proyifioii 
for  theFlefli,  id  fulfiliheluft  thereof^  muft  cer- 
.tainly  be  in  a  nsore  miferable  condition  than 
I.    Metfainks  1  fee  hbw  they  tremble  before  the 
Tbtone.    They  thought  it  below  thesn  here  on 
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l^arih  to  make  Religion  their  bu(kie&.  methinki 
I  ke  how  aiham'd  they  are  of  their  folly,  how 
^^  Wretches  blti(h  to  fee,  that  God  bath  cho« 
Spti  the  foolifli  things  of  the  World  to  confound 
the  wife.  Methioks  I  hear  them  cry  oat  to 
Hocks  and  Mountains,  Fall  on^us,  and  hide  us 
from  the  face  of  him  that Kits  on  the  Throne, 
and  from  the  wratb  of  the  Lamb.  O  how  their 
thoughts  at  that  time  will  all  be  changed,  and 
all  ^ir  Triumphs  be  turned  into  Funerals? 
Nfethinks  I  fee,  how  Herod  is  confounded  to  fee 
the  bumble  Baptift  advanced  above  the  Kings, 
and  Princes  of  this  World,  even  that  BdptiM^ 
whom  he  valued  not  half  fo  much,  as  he  dtdf  a 
Strucppet,  whom'  fqr  4ports  fake,  b^  could  be- 
head, and  deprive  of  life  toiavie  his  reputation 
9mong  Flatterers,  and  Sy cophtnts !  Meihinks 
I  fee,  how  thebloddy  Nero  iksittsm&tl^id the 
Prifoner  deck'd  with  Elobes  oC  Eternal  JLight, 
that  PW,  lirho  fell  a  Sacr^oe  to  his  pledfure, 
and  whom  he  would  have  difiiakied  to  fet  with 
the  Dogs  of  his  Flock!  I  c|uake  at  thediiinai 
fight,  my  thoughts  are  fiird  with  horror !  Ill  be 
wife  before  it  te  too  late,  I  will  not  hazard  my 
Soul  as  mofl:  men  do  y  O  how  Ifalanie  my  felf  for 
ferving  (in  and  the  Work!  thus  long  (  Had  God 
foatchc  me  away  in  that  difmal  fervice,haw  dread- 
ful would  my  wages  have  been?  Ble0edbe  God, 
who  hath  been  thus  patient  with  nje  5  I'll  tref- 
pafs  no  longer  upon  his  Long-fefiering*  Come, 
ye  MiniOers  of  the  Gofpel,  teQ  me  what  I  muft 
do  to  be  faveds  lead  me,  dire£i:  me,  TU  follow, 
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and  neither  Men  nor  Devils  (ball  draw  me  away. 
Teach  me  to  fing  the  Song^  of  Zion.  loftnift 
me  how  to  pnefer  Jer-ufalem  above  my  chief  |oy« 
Shew  me  the  path  of  Life,  leave  not  my  Soul 
in  HelL  Pull  it  out  of  the  fire  s  I  have  made  a 
(blemn  dioice  of  God  for  my  portion.  Let 
me  know,  how  1  muft  love  him,  HI  obey  your 
cotmfel.  111  a&  accordmg  to  your  dire&ions. 
Be  not  afraid  of  me,  I  will  not  turn  back  in  the 
Pay  of  Batc^  I  have  done  with  thefe  Aolea 
«raterf  ^  I  fee  no  felicity  that  rifes  from  bathim^ 
in  thofe  dangerous  Streams  h  they  may  loll:  and. 
chaim  for  a  while,  but  leave  the  Soul  empty, 
if  any  man  bad  reafoii  to  find  fatufadionin 
them,  Sohmcnhai^^  who  had  Riches,  and  Pow- 
er, and.Llifl[  enough  to  range  where  he  pleas'd  5 
yet  when  he  had  widkM  through  the  whole 
Garden  of  fenfual  Plei^res,  cropt  the  chcMc^ 
Flowers,  fed  upon  the  moft  lufdous  Fruits,  left 
liothing  unattempted  to  know  theutmoft  readi 
dF  that  Fools  Paradife^  fearch'd  all  the  by-places 
and  comers  where  they  faid  the  treafuresof  latis- 
&Oaon  lay ,  unravel'd  all  the  fecret  Intrk;ttes 
of  fin,  ranfack'd  all  the  hidden  myfteries  of  it ; 
when  be  had  thus  wanderld  up  and  down^  and 
almoft  loft  himfelf  in  ttMt  unhappy  Labyrinth, 
the  VerdtA  he  gives  of  all  is  this,  Vanity  of  Vimi^ 
tks^  mi^ty  Nothingsi,  perfeft  Trouble  and 
Vexation  of  Spirit  5  add  then  prbteft$,  that  the 
^nly  £itisfadion  that  s  fidid ,  rand  like  to  laflr, 
lies  in  fearii^  God^  and  keeping  his  Command* 
ments.    That's  it^  I  fee,  men  are  forc'd  to  con- 
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fefi  at  }aft,  and  too  often  wben  it  is  too  Iate» 
I  fee  mbft  men  are  of  adotberMod* when  they 
come  to  dyc^  to  wfaa^t  they  were  ioi  the  ttast  of 
their  ftitogth,  and  healtH,  >  and  liberty,  ^alld  that 
ferioufnefi,  they  formeily  derkl^^  they  then 
wi(h  for^  when  the  SeAteticeb  :pafiibg.  upon 
them,  G^  them  Mtip^  9ilyi  do  ti^  ictumber  tie 
groMd  i  The  Pearl  they :  might  fontatdjr  have 
had ^  at>&^  i^afonabk:  ptieey^  and :  vio\M  tiot^:  they 
ncMr'^bnld  pvirchafe  withitenthokifimd  Worid^ 
}f  they-  had  them,  arid  ;cantx>t.  ^  This  it  is»  to 
turn  «he  grace  c^  Oodr  vato  waBtoi^nefi,  lorplay 
with  tfai^  gloricfus  Meflage  fait  to  diem  bf  the 
great  Bridegroom'  of  their  Soiiib,'  and*  ta  make 
lightof  invkatiofni  to  tJie;  Supper  of"^  Limb  I 
O  (cMy  ^  O  madne6 !  O  mt^roois  i^(»(ititjr  I 
O  my  &4ul^  ^dmc  wm  \ihm  inti  tieirAJmret^  tmo 
theit  ^^nAly  mmhm&wtbi  mt  tbtnt  iimtid.  Ill 
take  wardiiig  by » thefe  lad  E^afrifdes/  Theiir 
lAptud^ce  foaH  make  mi  Wife  $  their  indifere^ 
itoti  fluit  mrdfee  ttie  lakts^  another  toxuk.  I  fee 
there  are  fnares  laid  f6t-iiiy  8oiil;:I  am  befet 
with  tetnpcatiom.  ff  t  tremble  ^t  die  main 
Ocean,  a  ilttllow  Paddle  is  o&er'diikG  to  drown 
my  HAf  m.  Wbaft  4faoald  make  th^  Devil  fe 
bufie,  fcf  tfarqe(i)  fo  indttftrious  tddrftwmy Soul 
away  from  the  Fouhtaih  of  living  Waters^  Wicb- 
out  air  pendventure  he  fe^  wba£  •  happioeia 
it's  capible  of^even  o£  a  happinefs^  Which  knows 
neither  meifure  nw  end.  He  fees,  bow  care^. 
ful  the  Angels  are  of  it,  how  they  ibllidte  it  to 
avouch'  tne  Lord  for  its  God.    He.wa$  once 
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>h  Heaven^  and  knom  that  Holy  Seals  (ball 
foQB&  the  Seats  pf  the.  Apoftate  Spirits,  91KI 
that  whathe.loO:,  they  (hall  en)Qy,  the  dignity 
lie  and  his  difm^  ASboaies:  forfeited  .they  Ihall 
inherit^  apd  the  Thrones  he  9nd  bisXr^^w.dkt 
once  triumph  in^  Chall  fall  to  their  (bare,   tk  (eea 
how  fair  a  Sou),  redeem  <i  with  the  blcn;^  of 
Chrift,  fiandsibr  this  high  preferment  ^  He  (eel 
the  indinad^Ri^and  prop^wons  it  bath  to  take 
up  with  Ccid  falotie  ^  a^  te>  4mn  the  Streant« 
he  dieflb  oiit  fin  in  fevei^il  GarbA^  that  ^if.  one 
wiH  not  teApiC  tne^  anolher  aaay.    But^  O  my 
Cod,  fin  fbaU  tniinuate  ipto  my  favour  sp.more^ 
It  fliall  creejliato  my  bofome  no  more,  Mi  avoid 
all  familiarity  with  it^  Til  hUg  the  Moft(fer  no 
more,  ril  takeiK  noloogfsr  for  a  harmlefs  thing, 
it  (half  be^my  Darling,  my  ^^yV/fsrili  no  more, 
my  eyes  fliaU  be  no  longer  pka»(|  wkhr  vie  wing 
i^it,  my  tongne  IbaU  cpmitaeiid  arid  ^pr^ife  to 
BO  more,  I'll  open  my.  do^.  to  the  fatal  Guefl: 
Qo  xtiore.    My  £unt  Pppofiltons  (hall  be  tvtrnld 
jlito  ftibnger  refiAanoes,!  Til  eall  up  my  blood 
alad  courage  to  withftand  itsjugglei^  1  have  ret 
Jblv'd^  and  my<he«t  (hall  be  cariiied  out  alter 
jthis  Idolno  mbre^    Came,,  my  <$oul,  awake  ta 
Jbigher  thoughcs,  jand  hopes,  and  labauK4  .  A^ 
way  with  thy  iluggiCh  wishes;,  ^and  whh thy  dull 
Endeavours.    Are  tbefe  ()t;  for  feekiog  eternal 
Joys  ?  Doth  a  creeping :  pace,  befeeit  a  inm  that 
M  refolded  for  Eternity  ?  The  voice  of  the  Lord 
is  powerful,  the  voicd  of:  the  Lord  ii: fall  of 
Majcfty,  the  voice  of  the  Lord  breaks  the  Ces 
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dars,  the  voice  of  thi^  Lord  (hakes  the  Wil- 
dernefi.  And  art  thou  the  only  Creature^ 
whom  it  cannot  (hake>  It's  done,  mine  eyes 
are  open ,  and  I  am  relblved.  It  was  re(b- 
lution  made  the  three  men,  Sbadtach^  Mejhech^ 
and  Abednego^^  adventure  into  a  fiery  Furnate. 
It  was  refolution  made  S^  Paul  ready  not  to  fuf- 
fir^  only,  but  to  dye  at  Jerufttem  for  the  Name 
of  Jefus.  It  was  resolution  made  Daviits  Wor- 
thies  enter  into  the  Camp  of  the  PUUftims^  and 
draw  water  out  of  the  Well  of  Bethkbem.  It 
was  refolution  made  fytatius  defpife  Fire,  and 
Sword^  and  wild  Beafts^  to  procure  the  favour  of 

him  whom  his  Soul  did  love.  It  was 

J/'.!*^?"^'*'  refolution  made  the  Grm^»*  Wo. 
^i,  c.  $0.  ^^^  endure  the  l^ack,  and  when 

prompted  by  the  Executioner  to  confefi  her  Af- 
ibciatesin  the  Treafon,  bite  her  tongue  in  pieces, 
that  (he  might  not  be  in  a  pofiibitity  of  betray- 
ing her  Partners  ifi  the  Confpiracy. 
"^  ii  iUd.  It  was  refolution  made  "^  Msaiuf 

(land  (till  and  unconcerned,  while 
his  right  hand  burn'd  It  was  refolution  made 
Empedocks  facrifice  himfelf  to  the  flames  of 
MtHd.  It  was  refolution  made  AHoxarcbur^ 
when  his  Bones  were  cru(h'd,  make  fport  with 
his  torments,  and  cry  out,  Break,^  breaks  the 
CAfkffs  of  Anaxarcl^us,  hn%  his  mindjoH  jbaM  ne- 
ver  break.  It  was  refolution  made  Kegulus  fling 
htmlelf  into  the  mercilels  arms  of  his  Enemies, 
and  fufE^r  himfelf  to  be  flung  and  prickt  to 
death.    It  was  refolution  made  Attains  fit  down 

cheerfully 
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cheerfully  in  the  Fiery  Chair,  hh  Periecuton 
had  prepared  for  hiiD,  and  fay,  h*s  not  we  that 
do  eat  Children^  but  it's  you  that  devour  innocetit 
Chrifiian^.  It  was  reiblation  made  Blandina  en- 
courage her  Fellow-Chriftians,  though  (he  was 
wounded,  torn,  bruifed,  rack'd,  and  milerably 
handled.  It  was  reiblution  made  Job  bear 
his  iofles  and  ulcers  with  invin^ 
cible  magnanimity,  and  as*  he  *^  T*^^-  '*•  * 
raid ,  play  with  the  Wowns  that  ^i'H^a'^iifiJ^i 
bred  in  his  Sores ,  and,  as  they  i^  in  tofdim  f^ 
were  crawling  out ,   drive  them   Z^rJtrttSi 

1      ,    .  1    ^1    1  I        iv.  mnof^  tortus  uh 

back  into  the  holes  and  paitures  dind^rmcakat. 
of  his  putrified  fleifa.  It  was  re- 
Tolution  made  David  run  through  a  Troops  and 
leap  aver  WaBs^  Pfal.  i8.  29.  It  was  his  refiilu* 
tion  made  thefe  words  drop  from  him,  I  haw 
fioortt^  and  mU  perform  it^  that  I  vriB  J^eep  thp 
righteous  Judgments.  ImUfpeakof  thy  Jefiima^ 
nies  bef&re  Kings ^  and  tpill  not  be  afisamd^  and 
IpUl  delight  myfilf  in  thy  Commandments  3  my 
hands  mil  I  lift  up  unto  thy  Precepts  which  I  have 
tavdj  and  I  tPili  meditate  in  thy  Statutes^  PfaL 

1 19' 46, 106.  And  why  (hould  not  my  reib- 
lution prof&pt  me  to  the  fame  generous  enter- 
prizes?  Why  (hould  other  men,  to  purchafe 
an  immortal  fame,  reiblye  to  lofe  their  eaie,  and 
Lives,  and  Eftates,  and  all  that's  dear  and  plea- 
fing  to  them  here  below,  and  I  ndt  re(blve  to 
lofe  my  Sins,  my  Lufts,  my  Pleafures,  to  gain, 
an  everlafting  Inheritance  >  My  heart  h  ready, 
my  heart  is  ready  j  a  gracious  Cod  invites  me,  a 

loving 


Jo ving  Saviour  ca&to  toefrdni  his  Crels^ 
fe,^  make  ye  cleatni  |pi(  dwajr  the  evH  of  ybuf 
doings  from  before  mioe  ejres,  ce;^  to  do  evi!^ 
kam  to  do  well  s  a  holy  fanf^tfy  iog  Spirit  bec^ 
kons  noe.    The  great  Ood,  that  might  laugh  at 
my  calamity,  and  mock  when  my  fear  comesy 
iieciuCb  he  hath  caU'd^  and  I  refus'd*  becaulehe 
hath  fo  often  (Wretched  forth  bt^  bands  iimonie, 
«nd  I  have  not  regarded  5  tbi«  ^tetf » this  tendeif 
father^  after  ail  the  wvqi&s^  and  injuries,  and 
abuies,  and  infolencies  I  nave  ofiTer'd  him,  is 
willing  to  receive  me,  provided  Fll  be  faithful 
to  Jjim^  run  no  more  after  other  Lovers,  and  re-^ 
Hgn  my  felf  to  be  guidsd,  goveitiedand  dired:-» 
ied  by  him.    And  can  I  relffl:  tlutt  Love  }  Canf 
I  :harden  my  heart  againfl:  tbele  Charms  ^  Can  I 
fefufe  this  kindneti  }  fpum  at  this  favour  ^ 
(light  this  ftupendous  Blefling  >  and  provoktf 
him  to  fwear  in  his  wrath,  thai  IftuUnever  tn^ 
ttr  intp  his  refi  !  No,  no,  I  yield,  I  render  my 
felf  Captive  9  O  Cod  1  thou  feeft  my  heart,  I 
fa»ve  fto  refervations.    I  lay  down  ^11  at  thy  feet. 
Cover  m;^  head  in  the  Day  of  Battel    Infpire 
me,  \%\  run  in  the  flace  which  is  fetbe^e  me. 
By  thee  will  I  run  throi^h  a  Troop,  with  my 
<jod,  will  i  leap  over  a  Wall    Fll  purfue  minf 
Enemies^  and  overtake  them  y  i^ither  will  I 
ttam  again,  till  I  have  confumed  them.    Behold^ 
chey  that  aj^e  with  me,  are  more  than  thofe 
which  are  againft  me.    Behold,  the  Nfountain 
p  full  of  Horfes ,  and  Qiariots  of  Fire  round 
about  Elijha*    The  Lofd  is  wtthf  ae^  the  God 
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of  Jaecb  is  my  refoge.  I  aa  convinc'd^  that 
Cad's  ferrjce  is  perfed  freedom*  He  that  entert 
upoa  k,  is  under  the  Govcrnnyent  of  a  lawful 
Prince^  ills  Life  isfweet  and  eafie,  he  kds  no 
Tyranny,  noOppreffion;  the  King  with  ever** 
kfting  kindnefi  vifits  him,  and  gmdes  his  feet 
into  the  way^  cf  peace^  gives  his  Angels  charge 
to  keep  him  ih  his  going  out,  and  in.  his  oom-* 
tng  in,  and  m]l  not  funer  any  of  his  Bones  to 
be  broken; '•  H<  is  with' him  in  diftrefs,  and 
when  he  weeps^  holds  a  Bottle  under  to  each  bis 
iear^^  Pliil;  56*  8.  He  binds  up  his  Wounds^ 
and  is  a  Wall ,  of  Bra(s  to  him,  that  mocksi  ae 
th?  flaihes  of  Hell,  and  d^flaes  dl  the  fiery  Darts 
of  the  Devik  •  He  covens  him  vnth  his  Feathers^ 
and  his  truth  is  his  Shield  and  Buckler*  Hia 
eyes  wa|ch  over  Mm, :  and  Ihs  ears  are  open  to 
bis*  Prayers;  He  protefts  bim  from  the  Pefii-i 
kiice  that  walks  in  darkheft,  and  fromr  the  ^ 
ftiudioii  4h&t  wafts  at  Noon*day*  His  groao^ 
tngs  are  fiot  Ind  from  him,^nd  he  prefetvet  hioi 
in  all  bis  iv^ays.  He  takes  notice  of  his  work 
and  ljrix)Ur  of  lovey  and  tb^re  is  a  Bo6k  of  re^ 
membrance*  written  before  him,  for^  them  that 
fear  the  Lord;  and  tbinkiipon  his  name.  *  Here 
men  are  free  from  ilayiQal  fear,  ;as  beiiig  msder 
the  Wings  of  a  Father^^  tiere  nothing  hi(  love 
rules  in  cheil^  hearts,  whicii  makes! their  yoke 
ea(ie,  and  their  ban hd» lights  mafkesthe  ftrait 
Gate  fdea&nt,  aind  the  harrow  way  full  of  de- 
light and  (wdai&Mnj  iHerei  peace  of  Con«» 
icrence  feigns,  A  peace  jivhioh  is  (lot  procured 
1\  ;  by 
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by  riches  or  plenty  ^  or  the  Worlds  deceitful 
Glory,  or  a  multitude  of  Children,  or  ftrengtb 
of  Body,  a  peace  which  kills  the  Worai  within, 
and  frees  the  SoxxX  from  her  Priibn  of  grief 
and  fcmrow  s  a  peace  which  purifies  the  mind 
from  all  uncleannefi,  ^nd  b  a  Bed  of  Roles,  en^ 
rich*d  by  fliowers  from  above  j  a  peace  which 
is  moft  truly  God s  Banqueting*houfe,  Chrifts 
Palace,  and  the  Habitation  of  the  iloly  Ghoft,, 
a  Peace  which  is  felt  on  Earth,  yet  lives  already 
in  Heaven  3  a  peace,  which  fills  the  Soul  with 
greater  joy  than  J^oSs  coming  from  the  field 
did  the  amorous  Rachel  s^^  or  Jojifh*%  being  alive^ 
the  heart  of  the  aged  Patriarch. .  Here  men  fit 
quiet  under  their  own  Vine,  and  iioder  their 
own  Fig  tree ,  and  the  Subjeds  of  thb  King« 
dom  are  aojuainted  with  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Here  th^  are,  fecure.  The  Enemy  may  moleft, 
but  he  cannot  break  them.  He  may  (hew  his 
teeth,  but  he  cannot  bite  $  he  may  rage,  bm  he 
cannot  ravi(h  them  out  of  God's  bamls.  jHef 
may  raife  a  Storm,  but  caiinot  overthrow  their 
Vefifel  y  fct  their  Houie  on  fire,  but  cannot  con« 
fume  them  i  rain  Brtmftone  uppn  them,  but  they 
have  a  Zt^ar  to  flee  to.  Here  the  love  of  God 
illuminates  their  Miock,  purifies  their  Confci- 
ences,  eftablifhes  their  Souls,  makes  glad^  their 
Hearts,  and  unites  them  to  that  Light,  which 
ligbteth  every  man  that  cpmes  into  the  Worlds 
Here  the  evil  Spirits  pf  their  fins  are  caft  out, 
and  the  Spirit  of 'God  enters  into  them,  even 
the  Spirit  of  Joy,  the  Spirit  of  Power,  of  Love^ 

and 
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and  of  a  found  mind.  Here  men  are  freed  from 
the^Cdrfe  of  the  Law,  and  their  minds  are  em- 
ployed in  the  npbleO:  contempIations.>  Here 
they  dwell  in  the  Jecrti  fUce  of  the  ^  mofl  Higb^ 
und  abide  under  the  Jhadovo  of  the^Almghty.  Here 
ni  fix,  here  I'll  build  Tabernacles,  fot'^itVgood 
to  be  here.  Away  with  all  iug^e&ioHis  that 
wottld.  make.me  unwilling  or  Backward,  to  this 
work. '  Away  with  all  thoughts  that  would  dif- 
courage  me.  .Away  with  .all  imaginatiohs  tfa^t 
would  |x)(&fi  me  with  mifconflrudtions  of  the 
ways  of  God.  Ye  are  all  miferable  Comforters, 
ye  feek  not, the  good,  but  the  lo(s  and  defolati- 
on  of  my  Soul/  Til  feek  the  things  whic^  aii^  ^ 
bove, .  wheiis  Gfarift  fittech  onr  the  right  hand  of 
God  ^  I'll  (et  my  af&d:ionson  things  above,  and 
hot  on  things  on  Earth  5  I  am  dead  to  alt  the(e  ^ 
f^blunary  Vanities^  and  my  life  is  hid  with  Chriil 
in  God  5  and  whenCbrifi,  who  is  my  Life,  fhall 
appear 9  then  (ball  I  alfo  appear  with  him  ia 
Gloryl     , 

^  Without  fucb  reiblutibhs  as  thefe,  Coilfidera- 
tioQ  is  lame  and  feeble :  it*s  jiradical  Confidel- 
ration  that  mu0:  do  the  work,  and  it  is  thefe  re-^ 
iblutions  make  it  fo  5  the  neceffity  o£  Whicfar 
Goni^ration  is  the  next  thing  I  mult  endeaVoar  > 
«)[  demonftrate. 
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Th  dfaktt  nueffajf  cf  Con^dfrjtioif^  m  order  to 
4  fimus  [Jfo,  Gods.  fr9(imHt  Cimmands  u 
tb^  pnfpjfi.  Our  Rgajim  ami  th$  famr  cf 
CaufidfraicH  we  ^rt  furmflfdj  w  emtud  writk^ 
fravd  l#  h  gjmen  mfmr  thk  tnd.  Witbmt  U^ 
Mm  iave  caufi  to  fi^eS^  that  tbek  Refirma^ 

-    tfpff  k  coiMorfHt. 

\  IK  7^^  ^'^  ^^^  ^^  tutherto,  is  not  a  tluog 
Y  V  iodifferenc: ,  left  to  our  libeny  and 
ducretkm  to  tsind  or  oeglcft  it,  as  we  (hall  6e 
occifioa  It  b  not  in  the  nature  of  meat  o£> 
f»  d  to  Idds^  not  in  the  nature  of  a  Holy«day, 
^hidi  Men  may  negle(9:»  or  makeoonfinence  o^ 
as  they  fee  it  expedient,  for  the  edifying  of  their 
Brethren.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  civil  a^^ 
ooa,  of  buying  or  feUing ,  of  fitting  or  rifing, 
of  (laying  in  a  Place  or  travelling,  which  are 
things  left  to  our  will  and  pleafure ,  and 
may  beuied^  orfixperfeded,  according  as  we  Ice 
cQuvouent,  or  incoM^enient.  If  laoouring  ai^ 
ter  a  better  Life,  if  endeavouring  to  get  a  &ar«^ 
in  the  incorruptible  Crown  of  Glory ,  if  at- 
tempts to  compais  the  eternal  felicity  of  oiur 
Souls,  if  ftudying  how  we  may  be  admitted  in- 
to! the  Quire  of  Angela  and  enjoy  the  Society 
of  the  Firft-born  wmch  are  written  in  Heaven^ 

if 
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it  oontnvidg  how  we  may  arrive  t6  that  fiilodB 
of  |oy  God  hath  both  reveal'd  and  promised,  be 
sndiipenfibly  neceflbry»  this  Con&)eratioq  muOt 
be  Co  toOt  If  Self-prefervation  be  not  a  thing 
indj&reott  Gooitderation  cannot  poffibly  bf  ia 
For  the  great  Ohjcdt  of  this  Confideratien  k, 
hovr  we  may  prderve  •ur  &Wc%  from  being  i;qp- 
dkxie  for  ever  s  how  we  may  guard  our  Soul^ 
&Qm  everlaiting  perdition  ^  how  we  may  avoid 
the  fecood  death)  add  how  we  may  make  our 
h^pinefs  tafting  and  durable  proof  againft  the 
Gates  of  Hell,  and  the  afiaul^s  of  that  roaring*' 
JLioo^  vt^bo  walks  alioat,  ((Peking  whomhe  cuay 
dfevour.  - 

Cod,  that  commands  all  the  powers  of  Light 
md  DarkneiSi  and  haith  the  (ame  power  oiaer  us; 
that  Che  Potter  hath  over  his  VeSkl^  and  iatk 
made  us  capable  of  bctflg  gorarned  by  Mohit 
Haws,  aod  hath  created  us  on  purpoTe  to  be  noa^ 
dy  at  his  beck»  and^a^ay  force  u^  imo  obediibfice 
by  Piques  and  Thunders,  if  we' are  loth  tobe 
courted  by  fmtles  and  i&vours  5  God  who  owes 
no  mad  any  thing,  who  gkes  Life  to  all^  who 
hath  made  all  things  for  his  Glory,  who  is  ia 
fill  places,  and  All  in  all,  who  can  he  preient  by 
Viengeance,  where  he  b  ndt  preient  by  Grace; 
Irho  can  be  felt,  but  caniKK  be  (een,  who  hplds 
alQ  things,  fills  all  things,  forrounds  all  things;, 
excels  all  things,  fiifblns  all  things,  and  zSm  off 
ieesi  aU  the  dangers  we  aure  fubjeft  to,  and  knows 
what  Annies  of  Eneoyies-lye  in  ambuflbi  aod 
waich  oujT  Fall  s  it's  he  that  peremptorily  cooir 
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maAdVthis  Confideration.    A  Spvereigh  Prince 

expefts  to  be  obey'd,  and  he  tliat  dares  refufe, 

Dv  (light  his  reafonable  cocnmand,  h  )uAly  lookt 

upon  as  a  Stranger  to  Loyal  Principles :  And  w^ell 

maytCod,  who  is  All- wife,  and  cah  do  nothing 

that's  unrealbnable,  expeft  fubmiffion  to  a  Pti^*' 

cept  (b  great,  (b  good,  fb  advantagedus  both  to 

Soul  aiKl  Body,  as  will  appear  in  the  Seqael; 

Con fider your  vpays^  is  a  Law  which  God  (to  mew 

lie  is  in  good  earneft)  inculcates  twice  lA  the 

lame  Prophecy,  Hagg.  i.  5, 7^  And  for  that  the 

riream  is  donhUd^  it  k  becaufi  the  thing  if  efia^ 

•hlijhed  by  God^  (aid  Jofepb  to  Pharaoh^  Gen.  /^i. 

92.    The  fame  we  may  (ay  of  repeated  Exhor* 

tations.    And  indeed  when  the  famous  Mofes 

bids  the  People,  under  this  charge  and  care,  td 

keep    the   Statutes   and   the  Commandmetits 

Which  God  had  gracroufly  vouchfafed  them, 

that  it  might  go  well  with  them,  and  with  their     i 

Children  after  them  j  the  great  Preparative  he      j 

requires  for  this  Religious  frame,  isConfidera-     J 

tion^  Dent.  4*  99,  40.   as  if  without  this,  all 

attempts  of  obedience  were  vain,  and  all  endea- 

vours'to  (erve  God  in  fpirit  and  truth,  were  no 

mbre  but  water  fpilt  upon  the  ground.     As  if 

without  this  the  Thunders  of  Mount  Sinai^  the 

Voice  of  God,  the  Love  wherewith  he  loved 

them,  the  Tendernefs  he  (hew*d  them,   tte 

Signs  ^  the  Wonders ,  the  mighty  Hand,  the 

i^retched-out  Arm  ,    the  great  Terrour  God 

brought  upon  the  Nations  round  about  thcta^ 

would  be  no  motive  to  ieriou(a€lk    It  was 

upon 


of  CoitODetatiom         6^ 

npolf  the  fame. account  thatS^  Paul,  as  quick* 
(ighted  as  the  other,  peremptorily  tells  the  Ro* 
mjfni^    that  they  would  never  pradically  ap^ 
piOfv:e  that  good,  and  acceptabre,  and  perfdd 
WUl  of  God, ;  without  they  were  transforoi'd 
by  tberenewtflgoftheir  mind^  ue.  made-anew 
joiproveitiem  of  their  minds  hf  GoniideratidA; 
F'or  Coniideratioir  re-builds  the  Houfe*  ^fUklB 
fallen  to  the  grouttd,  makes  the  mind  new^  re^ 
moves  old  prejtidices  againft  a  iertous  Kfe^^iatKi 
transforms  the  Judgment  into  other  thotighcs 
and  conceptions^  carries  away  the  rubbifli  'which 
pppreiTed  the  ^oul^:  and  leaves^  it  not  till-ii  be^ 
comes  a  new  Creature,.  Ram.i'i.i.    What^ddA 
S'  P^ter^  I  Pii.\i:T^  mean^  wlrcn  he  prefie^ 
the  Chriftians  o£:thofe  days,  to  gird  up  theldim 
of  their  minds,  but  this  great/duty  we/'di^ 
courfe  of^  Confideration,  as  it  is  a  cottvo6it^ 
on  of  our  tholi^H^s^  fo  it  tyes  and  uniteithoft 
jthoughtsto  the  great  objed,  the  one  th'mg  ne- 
^cefTary,  and,  as  it  were,  girds  the  Soul,  tbit  it 
may  keep  within  the  rules  of  the  Word  of  Ijod, 
and  may  not  rati  out  ioto  ftrahge  defircs,  or  in- 
brdinate  affe^iSyis,  but  be  more  expedite  and 
Bimble  in  heciTravels  in  the  Land  of  Promife.  • 
.  The  truth js,-  from  themind,  as  from  Aarant 
Head,  the  precious  Ointment  runs  down  to  the 
^kirfs  of  our  Garments,    From  that  Mountain 
of  Zim  deicends  this  Dew  of  Hcrmon^  for  there 
.^  Lord  conunands  the  Bieffing,  even  Lffe  for 
jevieriitore.    From  that  holy  Hill  roll  down  all 
^thofe  Drops  of  Gold,  that  enrkh  the  immortal 
;  :  F  3  Soul 
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$0ul^  and  from  that  Store^bojafe  oouaes  all  tills 
plenty  that  tdakeB  rational  Creatarei  happ|r< 
This  is  the  great  Wheel,  which  fets  the  k^er 
Orbs  a  going,  And  if  it  be  otKie  impregmced 
With  Principles  of  goodnefi  and  (etioufiieu,  and 
tfaffe  erllarg'd  aqd  ^read  by  poo&ieration)  tbft 
yvilland  tti^a^Ksftiidns  will  (coabe  peribaded  to 
/bUOw  that  Stat  9  tiH  it  brings  them  to  Bethk^ 
^hre^^vthcHoufebfMercjr.  In  our  Civil  Affitti^ 
^tVtl^e  toifid  mxtlL  firft  be  fhl&f  perfaaded  ember 
^j;faetiecei£t79ror  convenience  ordanger,  ot 
gd|rantage  .0f  t&iqgSy  be^bre  any  wife  reiblutf^ 
XMOt  catl  &(  taken  ^vand  we  may  )vdk\f  oonclnde^ 
jbhsktid  Spiiituat  G^niierns ,  inert  begia  at  the 
ifilit90g  eitd^  if  thqr  do  not  feafon  their  nitnd( 
frilJbdStch  r^fkjftion^)  a^  niay  ttukc  a  deep  tei^ 
|i!ejffibon  onith&w^l  and  afiedions«  For  that 
Hhefeojay  cefolre  to  follow  Ood^  and  may  be 
jhairl&^  with  hislove^  and  af^y  tfaemfelves  to 
Jhii  ways,  and  Jitiay  bate  eve^  fiiUe  Path,  and 
jdetell  theilr  fbhn^  exorbitances  and  deviation, 
, we  tnttfjt  neceflarily  fuppofe  there  mnft  be  fbdie 
•%rsng,  to  loBd  them,  which  Spring  can  be  nop 
;ibk)g  elfe  bat  Confideratkn).  And  as  in  fin^  |c\s 
the :  namd  that  firft'  reprelems  the  unlawfbl  ptea^ 
JTufe  of  it  to  the  Sinner,  and  this  inflames  bis  af. 
ftaions ;  This  tdbibcs  the  fubtle  Poyfon,  ddA 
fpreads^  it  thraiKh  the  grofiicr  parts,  and  fectetly 
coAveyi  it  to  all  the  Vital  Spirits,  ti)l  the  whote 
Head  dotbake,  and  tiie  whole  Heart  grows  fidl. 
Sain  its  Antidote,  or  Cufe,  it's  the  mind  tbai^ 
SDuft  be  chafed  :wi^  Arguatcins,  wbicb  m]r 
.V  ^     '  ;    J   ^"^  '    render 


render  the  fid  deteftable,  odiotts^  dnd  pr^judi- 
dalto  Soot  ftfid  Body^  idd  this  will  tdon  put 
the  s&dioiii  idto  «holy  tt^  to  l^nir^  Ood't 
ftvoif  i  Whicb  was  ^  reifitti,  flodoiafct,  why 
that  Foibcr  left  btsC^ftiitt  atid  Motley  to  his  Son, 
with  thii  toBditior))  that  he  ihould  every  day 
ihitik  i  quirter  of  an  hour  %  becaufe  he  knew 
tbft  woald  jkt  kft,  by  the  Oface  of  God,  lik^oHi 
ttpqn  the  WiH^  ind  engage  the  afftOlooi  to  eid<- 
btaee  a  nobler  objed. 

Add  be<auie  the  diore  objeds ,  the  more 
flowAs  tl^ConfiderMkm  ieedsupod,  thetttore 
efieftaal  it  Is^  and  the  greater  ferioufnefi  k  pKv 
^iici<4  a<)d  the  more  fiignal  change  it  works; 
the  Holy  Ohoft  therefore,  id  order  to  this  end, 
farticulArijMSfeverd  thin^,  aftd  eomttiands  them 
to  be  taken  id)  ai  promoters  of  thin  excellent 
work    HenM  it  is,  that  we  are  fottietitDei  tall  d 
ti|ioo  to  csonfider  oar  latter  ebd^  tknU  %'i.i^p 
Eecaofe  the  idan  ^t  thkib  mneh  of  his  dea^ 
is  dioft  likely  to  dye  to  the  vabities  of  the  World, 
and  to  Value  thofe  things  at  a  Very  low  rate, 
whic^  whed  he  comes  to  dye^  can  give  him  no 
(blld  6tis&dl0il    S<nnetidtes  the  works  of  God, 
Beilifj.  13.  becaufe  refiedidg  ch)  their  Beauty, 
-Eitcelleoqr ,  and  the  Wifdooi  of  God ,  that 
CMdes  in  them ,  Witt  oblige  as  to  admire  him 
whoft  hand  hath  made  all  thisj  and  to  pay  him 
■that  refped  and  reverence,  which  (uch  tran- 
fettideat  Goodnefi  chalkt^th.    Sometimes  the 
Liliei  of  the  F«ld,  Maitb.  6. 38.  that  theie  dumb 
Qeattties  may  lead  us  to  a  (potlefi  innocence, 

F  4  and 


and  inflame  our  hgafts  \t\lh  an  b6ly;aml^ti0n  to 
be  qne  jpf  tbofe  )hMiball  wa&  w.Hh  the  $oq  of 
ppd}la  Wbjte,,  vSpfieticrteft  the  laft  JudgtB^t^ 
or  the  lE^cJ^t;  qccpunt  imettoiuft^give  of  thcit 
works,;'  s^bether  tbpy:  have  been  g^od*  or.whe^ 
thejT  they  haye  b^f a  evil^  f^fd.^o.  22.  for  thy 
will  fright  a  man  a^ay  frop  ji^irpfelf,  mtke  btts 
fight  agaiaft  bis. tufts,  ^ndtvalfe  by  R.ule,  and 
prefcribe  Ittnits  tQ  >ts  unruly  pap^otjs^    Sfxsa^^ 
times  the  teftimonies  of  Cc]fd\»  the  fweetnefs*^ 
Jbeauty,  .perfe(3:ioo  ,   worth  ^vA  excejlcncjc  of 
.theai,  Pjal  1 19)  95..  becapfe  (hey  , are  fo  Jtgree^ 
dbleco  the  tri^th  ^mpriiKed  PD  Qur  minds,  foftir 
4table  ,to  the  Notions  of  Cod  written  on  the  Ta- 
biles  of  our  hearts  .^  that  wg;  cannot  but:4o(e 
i^ith  tbem^  an.d  ts^e  thetp  for  c^r  heritage  for 
ever,    ^ometi^ies  the  future  r^w^rd  that  Qod 
hath  promifedto  tb^t]Qthat:ie^jr  htm,  a  liml  2  7. 
.becaiife  ^if  our  $o\iJ[s  be  npt  JiidMa.Uy  ftupefied, 
^.a|jd  In  the  PfalmiftV  Pbr^fei:  j^sifat  ^s  Greafev^hip 
'will  attra^  theai  ui|o  abftiQeOo^^frpipL 'worldly 
Lufts,  which  w^ir  agatnu  th?  3f)ul-'  Soinet^oies 
the  holy  Life,  Example,  and  Chriftian  c0n(ban- 
cy  and  magnanimity  of  Chrjft  Jtfiis,  Hsbr  X2\  5. 
becauie  Examples  natUfally  enUveq  and  encou- 
rage the  Soul  to  imit?tion|.  jind  fp  gteat  a^  p$t- 
t6(\\  at  onqe  infuies,  and  r^pcninands  incUnati- ' 
bns  to  foIibW:  it.    jSpmetk^es,  Qpd  s  corlp^bioci 
an4  chaftiftment,  together  wlthour  fins,  Bab. 
3. 15.  becau(e  th^(e  reprefemedtpthe  q|in4>w>ll 
piew  us  our  ipgratitude,  'gnd'b«)iw  mijQbrWf  :are 
^  to  blame ,  that;  God's  fayo\}r  huh  inacie  00 

'  kindlier 
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kjn<3rKriaapnefl*ons  upon  us,  and  how  necefia- 
ry  it  is  to  mak^  hafte,  gnd  rexnove.the  curfed 
thing  that  is  in  themidftof  us,  that  w^^Iq  not 
)p(e  Qur  Crown*  And  ^11,  becaufe  the  mor^ 
Candles  these  are  lighted,  and  fet  up,'  the  brigh- 
ter thb  B^Qom  ^ill  be,  and  the  better  the  Soul 
will  difcover her  rpots  anderrours,  and  confe- 
<]uently  the  greater  will  be  her  earneftnefi  to 
wipe  them  a5$?^]r,  and  remove  them. 

Nay,  of :  that  OQcejiity  doth  the  Holy.  Ghoft 
jtpaHe  thi^  ConQderatipn  ,  that  it  (ccm9  ^  God 
{fiich  a  JU>yi3P:hp  is  Qf  tb^  happinelspf  Mlaukind) 
is  not  at  eafe  withput  it.  He  is  forc'di  as  it 
were,  to»  ta|^9  hj^toane  paifions  upon  him;, toes- 
prcls  his:<bQ|)f^fut^  againft  the  ne^led  of  *thk 
^j^epei gn  ^ef^qine.  He  reerosdifcoulplate,  if 
hkn  (jight  this  Qalm,  this  Water  of  Life,  this 
Eye.(alve*  \.fie  Cjalls  tp  Heaven  and  Earth  to 
iPQurn  with  Hv^  becaufe  his  People. wiU  not 
confider  vi^at  |h^y  are  a  doing,  a»d  AvhWhcr 
they  are  goin^  af^  what  will  bccope  o^  then:^ 
Ijai.i.^.  .He^ieiffflS  griev'd  and  deje^ed,  be- 
caufe they  conuder  not  the  operations;  c^  bis 
bands,  and  >vhat  noble:  Beings  he  hath  given 
them,  how  he  hath  made  all  things  fubfervient 
to  them,,  pnpurpofe  thai,  they  might  ferve  him  $ 
and  adorned, |h$  World  with  that  gre^t  variety 
of  Creatqre^/or  their ]>encf|t -and  ute-^  that  th^y 
might  have  the  greater  ^gcourageroent  to  oficr 
up.  their, Ppul^ij  ?nd  $(?plje|,  as  living  Sacrifices 
to  his.Hpn^ur  apd  Glqry..  How  he  hath  mad? 
them  h\i%?i  Itf  tie  Ipwer  than  the  Angels,  crpwn  cj 

them 


70       %f^  (Bm'SMy 

fbeffi  with  Glory  and  Honour,  tod  iafiis'dfSouls 
mto  thettt  capable  oT  living^for  ifiver,  under  the 
BeatifWal  Vi(ion  and  Prefedce  of  AlflBijghfy  God, 
JfaL  5. 12.  He  (eeins  to  droop )  and  he  that  h 
.  eternally  happy  in  himfelf,  takes  on,  «  if  bb 
bajvpinefi,  hU  joy,  his  (iitbfiidioii  were  inter*' 
rupted,  becflufe  tnen  confider  not,  that  het«^ 
netnbers  all  their  In}{^ties^  that  he  fiti  on  tht 
Battlements  of  Heaven,  and  bdlddt  all  j  that 
there  is  not  any  Creature  that  is  not  mahifeft 
in  his  fig^t,  and  that  all  things  are  naked  at^ 
open  onto  the  eyes  of  him  with  whooi  they  have 
to  do,  Hof  7. 2. 

Indeed  God  is  refohred  to  deal  «4th  its  as  with 
i^tion^l  Creatures,  not  as  Unith  Ikrates  and  Eo- 
^nes$  as  with  free  Agents,  not  as  with  Ma- 
chtoes,  and  wotks  of  mens  hands  5  and  that's 
the  reafon  why  he  is  &  earneft  for  this  Duty. 
Without  all  peradventore,  God  could  forge 
Men  into  ferioufnefi  s  and  he  tbit  commanded 
L^ht  out  of  pdtknefs^  might  cake  the  Sinner 
np  in  his  Anns,  and  carry  him,  even  ^ain^i  his 
Witt,  into  that  Banquetlng-Honfe,  the  Banner 
whereof  is  Love ;  and  might  fet  mens  Souls,  as 
|be  XVork-man  doth  hh  Clods:,  that  they  (bould 
not  fait  of  running  the  Race  which  is  fef  before 
them.  But  then,  what  would  bur  reaibn  fig-  i 
tiiRe  >  Why  (hould  he  ihake  us  capable  of  be-  ' 
ing  wrought  upon  by  Ai^uments  and  Moral 
PerfuaBons  >  Why  hath  he  given  us  fteulties  to 
difcourie  pri>-9n6coft^thm^  arid  to  argue,  and 
debate  the  Cafe  with  out  felves^  Why  biRh 

he 


bk  givea  us  a  Rule  to  try  our  ^idions  hy^  and 
power  to  Judge  what  |s  gOod»  and  4vhat  is  evil  $ 
.what  can  be  (aid  fcMr  the  oiie,  and  what  can  be 
pieced  for  the  other  $  which  Arguments  are 
monger)  aod  wUch  are  weaker  ^  which  are  poa^ 
lierous^  and  winch  are  of  no  value.      ^^  ■  - 

If  Ood  do  nothing  in  vain^  wbatcan  we  rma-* 
j^ne  that  this  powcrr  of  Confideration  •  it  given 
for?  He  that  makes  a  curious  VeiTel  of  Gold^ 
doth  not  intend  it  for  a.  Trough  or  Waihti^-* 
Tubk  He  that  enamek  a  Ring,  doth  >fiot  ia^ 
tend  to  tbrow^  it  upon  a  Dung-hiB«  He  that 
builds  a  Houle,  doth  not  intend  it  for  a  h^ita-> 
tion  of  Owls,  and  Ravens^  and  Birds  of  prey« 
H^  that  plants  a  rich  and  kindly  Frui^trce4  doth 
not  iqtQld  it  for  Timber  in  a  Hogs-Sty.  He  that 
niidces  a  rich  Carpet,  doth  not  intend  k  for 
pi(b*Qouts.  And  (ball  I  tbdnk  God  more  hn^ 
prudent  than  Man?  Shall  I  itoagine  that  God 
bath  lefi  fordklu  with  him  than  duft  and  aifaes> 
Truly,  if  a  P&Iofopher  were  to  draw  Crachi^ 
fions  from  mens  aftions,  and  their  dealings  with 
the  Akbigfaty^  ihe  cOuM  gather  n6  Ms  from 
what  they  dxy,  than  thatidbey  imagme  God  to 
be  lAWebruinfb  than  the  UKift  carnal  Wretch 
living,  who  never  fcrapes  for  Gold,  or  toili  fc»f 
Rieba  fo  buy  Pins,  or  Children's  Marbles  witl^ 
it }  fMf  tbey  bdieve,  that  Ood  hath  given  then^ 
a  finer  Spirit,  than  irratioual  Creatures  ^have, 
^nd  yet  employ  that  Spirit  to  do  higher  uics 
than  Bea^  do  tneir  natural  inftinfi:.  Shall  God 
^ive  ittean  eiakcd  Sool^  that  can  eat  Angels 

food. 
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/ood^  and  (hail  t  wkh  Nebuchadtftz/Lar^  ixxtn  it 
out  to  Grafs  >  Shall  he  plant  in  me  an  ability 
and  a  power  of  Confideration^  and  intend  it 
ibr  no  higher  nfe,  thsn  to  teach  and  inO[!ru&  me 
how  to  rake  a  little  Dung  together,  how  to  feed 
a  poor  corruptible  Bodyibr  the  Grave,  and  hoM^ 
to  wallow  with  the  Swine  in  the  Mire^  \.  Be  that 
can  have  fuch  low  thoughts  of  God,  delerves 
to  be  bani(h*d  from  alL humane  Society,. and  to 
dwell  with  Beafts  of  the  Wildecne6^  muft 
make  God  the  Author  of  CpnfuBon^  l^noi'anc 
of  the^  cota^Bon  Rianciples  iof  Rrudenoe.,  ;and 
Iei&  £igacious  than jfbhie  Animals,  whi(fh>con(ci; 
ous  of  the  nobleneft'of- their  Naturitf  :fcorn.  to 

>4eba(e  it  to  the  diforder  and  paftirife^:  of  the 
meaner  Cattel,  and  what  is  this  buD  to  let  in 
AthetfiB,  while  we  iprofeQ  owx&^vi^  to  be  Chrtt 
ftiansi^  God  could  tibc  beftow\  this  power  dd 
me  iavains  and  if  hot  in  vain,  h  ought  mQ{| 
eertakly  to.be  employedloh.  th'mgs  tof  tiie  greati 
efl:  coQceroment  ^  andt  what  tytiga  ^re,  tberg 
of  greater  concernment/' than  turning  from  tb* 
power  of  Satan  unto.  God;  and  paying  ujptrear 
fores  there,  where,  the  Moth  rcaiiiiot  corrupts 
and  whexe.  Thieves  camiot  break  through  and 

Nay,  why  (hould  God  aflfure  the  Sinner,  thjut 
his  iinpenttence  \  IhaQ)  be .  puniflb'd  With  .everlaft- 
ing  deft  tuition,  fanbithat  he  would  have  hjtQ 
make  ufe  of  his  lei^aqv  aiadconBder  the  truth 
and  importance. of  this  threatning,  the  uncer-i 
tail  t/ of  his  own  life,,  and  how  fia  will  certain- 


ty  harden  bitA^  if  he  doth  not  turn  with  aH 
dlpeed,  aod  how  foon  rmne  and  deftrudion  may 
leize  Ofi^'  him^  and  hoW  dear  his  pleafures  may 
coft  him,  l^nd  how  fedi'ful  it  will  be  to  fall  into 
the  hatld^  of  kn  abgry  Gdd^  whofe  patience 
hath  l)een  ^bu&d^^  whofe  words  have  been 
Icorn'd,  wkofe  Thunderbolts  have  been  laugh'd 
^t,  and^Whofe  Compcifiion  hath  been  look'd  op* 
on  only  bs  a  fhtft  or  trick  to  enfnare  men  into 
rigorous  ft  verily. 

•  Lord  Godt  I  am  not  bereft  of  my  reafon, 
when  I  hear  the  Supreme  Governour  of  Heaven 
and  Earth  threaten  me  ^  when  I  hear  htm,  who 
fits  on  tht  Circle  of  the  Garth,  denounce  wrath 
and  indignation  againiime,  1  have  a  tongue  in 
my  Head,  and  can  enquire  of  Men  wifer  than 
my  felf,  •  whether  this  be  really  the  threatning 
of  God;  dr  no  ?  and  whether  the  great  Creator, 
when  he- threatens  thus,  be  in  good-earneft,  or 
no^  When  the  threatning  was  pronounced, 
where  dehvered,  what  perfons  ai^  concerned  in 
it,  upon  what  condition  the  threatning  proceeds^ 
whether  that  condition  be  in  me,  whether  I 
come  under  that  Judgment ,  whether  I  have 
caiufe  to  be  afraid,  and  wliat  it  is,  that  may  juft. 
ly  move-me  to  befo?  I  have  eyes  to  read,  whe^ 
ther  there  he  a  miOrake  in  fuch  Comminations, 
or  no  ?  I  have  a  reflexive  power  wichso  me; 
which  enables  me  to  determine,  when  twaways 
are  before  me,  which  of  them  is  (afeft  tabe  ta- 
icen,  and  whether  the  reafons  for.iAy  turning 
£rom  my  evil  .ways  bt  ilronger,.  dian:  thc^ 

.         which 
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which  would  dsiTuide  oie  fromit?  liilivelreif 
ibo  to  ponder,  bow  many  ihoofaode  inv^  with 
ihifts,  and  excuCes,  atid  dday^  b^SQ  tbe  0««jle 
of  Jthfiir  own  ruioo^idnd  I  bavepow«f  to  ti> 
fled,  hpw  that  if  I  am  guilty  of  the  ikme  follj% 
I  (hall  (hortly  be  wrapt  up  it)  the  ftioc  calamity 
with  them }  and  what  poon  what  inebofiderar 
ble  oomfort  it  will  be,  to  find  tbo^  meff  axnpar 
ofons  in  eternal  mifery  and  calamity,  that  have 
been  formerly  Companions  to  me  in  fin,  and  ofr 
Coding  God.    I  have  reafon  and  power  ferr- 
oufly  to  debate ,  whether  there  be  a  future 
judgment  or  no,  and  with  very  little  trouUe 
may  Tatisfie  my  lelf,  that  thing?  are  &,  «$  the 
GoTpel  reprefents  them,  imd  that  there  is  no 
jefting  with  edg'd  Tools.    I  have  power  to  ro- 
flc&,  that  if  there  were  no  more  but  a  poffibi- 
Ifty  of  eternal  Torments,  if  we  could  ftrain  tbe 
Norion  no  higher  than  to  a  $My  he^  it  would  be- 
come a  wife  man  to  prepare  for  the  worft,  and 
to  endeavour  to  be  on  the  fure  fide  of  the  Hedg. 
And  having  reafon  to  confider  all  this^  power 
to  weigh  and  ponder  all  this,  and  fo  to  ponder 
tt,  that  my  underftandtng  thus  po(fefi*d,  may 
prevail  with  my  will  and  affedions,  to  reiblve 
for  contempt  of  fin  and  of  tbe  World,  I  mttft 
necefiarily  conclude,  that  Cod  expeds  I  ifaould 
proceed ,  and  come  to  that  (piritual  life  this 
way.    To  have  fuch  a  power ,   and  to  let  it 
continue  in  an  unadiveftate,  to  let  itlyedor^ 
nanr,  and  fpend,  and  ccmfume  it  (elf,  and  like 
a  Gckif  perfoU)  whofe  Stomach  naufettes  the 

^  whoieiba^ 


d  ConOiirtatum.        75 

vbbleibiiie  Food,  the  curious  haod  hath  drefieii» 
to  kt  i(  grow  cold,  and  infipid,  muft  needs  be 
a  great  iojuiy  to  ibe  God  tliat  gave  it,  aod  ia^ 
tended  it  flbould  be  aduated,  ami  exercifed,  m 
are  the  other  faculties,  and  lb  great  an  unfaith- 
fiiloefi  to  our  (elves,  that  in  doing  To  we  paw 
Straogen  to  felf^love ,  and  become  our  own 
greateft  Enemies.  And  let  no  man  tell  roe  heie^ 
that  this  is  to  make  man  independent  ftom 
God,  and  to  affert,  that  men  may  converc 
themfdvcs,  and  change  their  own  hearts,  and 
gjhretheo^lves  that  repentance  and  faith,  whicb 
die  Scripture  every  way  afierts  to  be  the  ^ft  of 
God:  For  Gods  Power  and  Glory  is  to  bt 
60m  receiving  any  pref  udice  by  this  Dbftrioe^ 
that  I  know  nothing  can  advance  and  promote 
it  more  than  this  amrtion.  Ks  ooofeg'd,  that 
Converfion  is  the  work  of  God,  but  tbco  be 
cxpeds  I  Qiould  do  my  part,  and  work  accord^ 
ing  to  the  power  he  Imh  g^ven  me,  andimprove 
the  Talents  he  bath  ahready  beftowed  upon  me^ 
and  trade  with  them,  and  make  u(e  of  the  £icul^ 
ties  I  have,  and  exercife  them  as  mudi  as  I  caa^ 
in  order  to  a  (erious  change  of  life  s  and  in  the 
ufe  of  fuch  means  God  will  be  found,  as  we  lee 
in  dnmUus^  ASs  ic^  4.  And  his  Holy  Spuk 
(ball  come  down,  and  make  the  work  etteftuaV 
and  blefi  thole  hbneft  endeavours  with  Grace 
and  Mercy,  and  make  the  Wheels  go  merrily, 
which  went  but  heavy  before  j  and  turn  that 
piety,  which  proceeded  from  fear  of  Hell  ho^ 
torci  into  a  finoere  l^vc  to  God,  and  to  the 

beauty 


,* 


4' 


"% 


'^'  ' 


beatity  of  Ko\inefsf,  and  make  that  obedfence 
mniverfal,  which  wa^  but  partial  and  by.  halves 
before,  and  that's  a  kindly  converiion.  To  in- 
dulge our  fclves  in  lazinefi  and'  idlenels,  and 
wearincG  of  God  &  fervice,  upon  pretence  thaft 
%ve  tDn(t  wdit  Gbds  thne,  and  ftay.tilL  God  k 
-  pFeafed  to  work  upon  our  hearis^  is  no  better 
ilian  mocking  of  God.  And  a.  man,  that's  fal- 
len into  the  Water  may  as  well  cry,  tbadc: there 
he  will  lye,  till  God  by  an  Angel  from  Heavetf 
^dlrags  him  out  ^  as  a  Sinner,  that  is  loth  to  give 
over  finning,  pretend  that  he  can  do  nothing, 
till  Ccd  bv  fome  powerful  Charm  leads  him  out 
©f  that  Captivity  As  well  may  *we  fprbear 
^  workings  and  ex peft  Providence  will  maintain^ 
*QS,  as  it  did  Elijah  by  the  Ravens,,  as  forbear 
ftrugling  and  ftriving  to  get  out  of  the  Snares 
of  Sin,  till  Chrift  by  a  Voice  from  Heaven  calls^ 
to  us,  as  he  did  to  Sauly  Man,  man,\why  per- 
fecuteft  thou  me  >  For  God,  who  hath  proteft- 
ed,  that  he'll  caft  out  none  that  will  but  dome 
lo  him,  and  never  left  himfelf  without,  wit-, 
fiefs,  and  is  engag'd  by  promtfe  to  be  a>  re  ward- 
er to.  cheni  that  diligently  (eek  htm,  hath  na 
'where  in  bis  Word  prcmus'd  to  work  upon  our 
hearts,  except  we  will  ufe  fuch  means  as  he  hatk 
given  us  power  to  make  ufe  of  in  order  to  Con- 
i^ertion;  and  be  that  lets  the  power,  God  hath 
given  him  for  this  life,  lye  dead,  doth  bat  im-» 
btzfl  the  Gift:  of  God»  and  with  that;unpro* 
fitable  Servant,  lays  up  bis  Pound  in  a  Naf^io^ 
atnd  confecjuemly  can  otped  nor  ether  Aoiwer,) 

than 
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i]^a;was  retun|'4  to  him,  Out  Qfthim  on>n  mouth 
will  1  judge  t&e^  thou  wicked  fervant  i  thoukpew- 
eji  )^hat  I  was  an  aufiere  mdn^  ial^ng  up  that^  t 
laiiiAnot  dawtty  md  reaping  that  I  did  not  fivpu 
Wherefore  then  gaveji  not  thou  my  money  into  the 
hank^  thai  at  my  coming! n^ight  have  required 
mine  own  wi$h  ufury  ^  Therefore  take  from  hi^ 
the  pounds  and  give  it  to  him  that  hath  ten  founds^ 
jAndas  for  thole  mine  enemies  that  would  not  thai 
1  JhouldrHgi^o^r  them^ (and  it  (eems,  (uch  are 
all  thofe  tlfiatrwiU  not  impfoye  thp^  powers  Cod 
j^ath  <  given  ttiem,.  efpeciially  this  of  Confide- 
ration,  in  order  to  l>e  reclaWd  from  the  errour 
of  their  ways)  bring  them  hither^  and  flay  thenH. 
hefore  me^hokQ  ig.  22,28.      ,.  .         '      • 

And  indeed,  he  thflt  can  fit  . 

what  ioffes  may  bejfiat  hiim,  what  mifehief  may 
iiappeo  to  him,  if  h^  keeps  C^patiy  with  a 
turbulent  quarreuom  man,  and  thereupon  (huns 
his  Society  5  He  tiiat  can  confider,  what  tecfour 
^Syiil  ftrikeintohiQi,  if  he  fie  in  a  haunted  Cham- 
ber, hoyir  ft  wjrll  difcompofehim,  how  it  will 
break  his  reft,  what  fickneis  it  isay  brin^  ^f^^^ 
him,  and  what  cold  Sweats  the  fight  of  a  Cbofi: 
will  caft  him  into,  and  thereupon  will  not  be 
periuaded,  to  ,take  up  his  Lodging  there,  will 
nnd  in  the  lafl:  day,  that  he  might  as  well  have 
fate  down  and  confic^er  d,.  what  evil  a  finful  life, 
would  bring  i^n  him.    His  feafbn,  to  be  (iire, 

is  capable  of  taking  tlhie  one  into  Cobfideratioa 
as  well  as  tlie  other  ^  add^e  thatbtlieves  he  hath 
a  Soul,  mufi:  be  fuppoTed  abk:  to  think  of  dangers 
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that  may  befa!  his  Soul :  an4  fince  Confidera^ 
ti6n  IS  that  which  reprefents  all  dangers  in  very 
lively  colours,  and  by  that  means  aflfeds,  and 
makes  impreifions  upon  the  whole  man,  there 
ii  no  perfon  but  may  iafely  expeft  God's  bleffing 
upon  fuch  Confiderations,  not  upon  the  account 
of  merit ,  but  becaufe  God  hath  moft  freely, 
arnd  moft  gradoufly  promis'dhisaflSftancc,  where 
men  ftiew  their  willingnds  to  ix^llin  iif  fhe^^ 
yard.  For  Gqd  in  this  Cafe  deals  with  men,  as 
a  Mafter  with  his  Servants,  who  if  they  husband 
a  litde  Farm  wd)l«  is  content  to  let  them  un- 
dertake a  greater,  and  encourages  their  induftty 
by  larger  conceffions.  V 

And  that's  the  ceafonwhy  G)overitoD  in  Scri- 
pture is  fometimes  attributed  to  man,  and  iome* 
times  ro  the  Father  of  light Sy  fiom^  whom  every 
good  and  perfidfgift  defcends  5  and  why  we  read 
in  the  fame  Prophet,  Mak^  your  filves  a  new  heart 
and  a  new  fpirit,  Ezek.  18.31.  And  I  the  Lard 
will  give  yon  a  new  hearty  and  A  newjpirit  wtBt 
put  within  you^  Ezek.  56. 26.  Becaute  God  e?- 
peds  the  Sinner  ftiould  take  his  ways,  atid  pre- 
pbfterous  adibns,  and  the  danger  which  hatigs 
over  his  head ,  into  (erious  Cohfideration,  tc- 
preferit  the  odioufnefi ,  and  difingenuity ,  and 
unreafonableheis  of  his  fin  to  fats  mind,  and  mn£ 
upon  that  endlels  happinefi  he  may  arrive  to, 
weigh  the  comforts  and  confolations  he  may  en- 
joy  on  this  fide  Heaven,  and  God  will  encou- 
rage him,  gather  the  Lambs  with  his  arms,  and 
carry  them  in  his  bofome,  i.  e.  prosper  thofe  {ki« 
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tiere  encleavonrS)  and  water  them  with  the  Dew 
bf  \At  Benedidioo  ,  till  the  fiya/s  of  the  Soul 
isjchang'd,  and  turned  towards  Heaven^  So 
true  it  that  8agmig  of  Obrift,  Mmh,  24. 29.  T9 
idm  tiaat  hitth^ht.  iirfao  improves  the  jftockof 
Orace,  BnnrioidQisK  hath  already  .coofibrrd  ooi 
Jnm,  JhsS  ie  gnuatj  /md  he  jbaU  h^i^  more  abinp- 
datk  *y  inafrobiJoim  that  hath  Hot^  Jkali  h  ukgd 
lomaji^yevmikabvbich  hebatb. 
-:  /Co&itdeMtidn  m  the  Bed  i)d£re  ithe  inoorrt^ 
fmUe  &0d6s£)W!ii,  and  on  the  ground  tfaas  pre^ 
fiaoed^  €hfe8Qii!Qf:&ighteQuroe(kdothfluoe9  and 
^jifdib  wafiotbrp^duQcs  kx  theSoia}.  all  manner 
Mf  fitdfantfimtv^  Cant.  7.  ^^.  Cf]ii&ieratioa^  • 
tike. the  P$d^)Bethefia^  jdrawi  die  %ttdtAngd 
iffMhCovBuaktAovm^  wl^'ftics  the  Podf^.  and 
^ves  i(  a:  healing  Vectnev  ^d  imm^diaittj  ikt 
ilind.  reahk  fbiirjigbt  ^  and  the  Ume  wail^^  and 
iJi€.iUp^  MTt  deanfed^  and  tbt  dead  am  ra^d 
/tp^  Mattfa.  I*  $•  .  '  . 
.;  .TfaatGoiihochfometioies by  miraculous  0^ 
fiontietted^  and  tara'd  iden  from  their  itrel^i* 
knifiiefi  jand  coatempt  of  bolioefsy  we  do  notdd* 
4Xf  ^  brat  /dttni^  thde  mirage? might  be  tfaeoe- 
iraiion  of  idieir  Reformation,  it  was  ftill  Cqd- 
UdenmaD  that  digefted  thele  tinracvdotts  Provi- 
dences, and  eoogaged  thefe  i^ieil  to  enqmre  whtt 
tthey  meant^.and  for  «4uit/cnd  they  Were  (enr, 
armd  how  Aey  ifaouid  elcapc  if  thejr  .negledt:d 
fo  great  i.  ialiration.  It  was.  this  made  d^  ac- 
igue^  chat  (as  thefe  Calls  were  gceat^  afid  full  of 
woQder,  fi^  ^  they « chalkn^'d  ciuiestatiniDent  an  d 
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fubmifiion  anfwerabk  to  fo  great  a  mercy.  It 
was  this  made  them  fee  the  Love  of  Cod,  and 
wonder  whence  it  (hould  be,  that  Cod  (hould 
over-took  (b  many  thoufands,  and  knoc^  at  their 
Cates  9  p(s  by  Palaces,  and  be  content  to  take 
up  his  reft  in  their  poor  habitations.  It  wsb 
thb  made  them  ponder,  that  after  fuch  Admo^  ' 
nitions  and  Eichortations  from  Heaven ,  there 
was  no  (landing  ftiU,  and  that  contempt  of  foch 
extraordinary  Providences,  mu(k  needs  iall  v&- 
ry  heavy  on  the  Soul  one  day,  aind  fink  it  m- 
to  the  nethermoft  Hell  5  upon  which  Cbniidera- 
tions  and  Expoftulations,  they  refolv'd  to  clofe 
with  Chrift,  and  with  the  terms  of  the  Cofpel. 
Miracles  not  improved  by  Confikieration  would 
make  but  little  impreffion  on  the  heart,  like  the 
Seed  that  fell  upon  the  Rock,  Piety  might  iud*" 
denly  fpring  up,  bat  for  want  of  Eloot  would 
ibon  wither  away.  Confideration  is  that,  which 
affe^is  the  Soul  with  them,  makes  it  concerned, 
crjK,  be  gone,  and  aftoniOies  into  Reformation. 
Hence  it  was,  that  the  Jews  who  confidered  not 
Cods  defign  in  the  Mirades  they  (aw,  remained 
asob(iinate  as  ever,  whereas  had  they  by  Con* 
^deration  dived  into  the  care  God  took  to  con^- 
vince  them,  there  would  not  have  been  greater 
Saints  under  the  Cope  of  Heaven. 

But  all  this  will  more  fully  appear,  if  we  can 
prove.  That  without  Confideration,  Converfion, 
or  Reformation  of  life  cannot  but  be  counterfeit  5 
Converfion  beng  a  change  of  the  whole  man,aQd       i 
loving  Cod  be^er  than  the  World,  or  minding      } 
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Heaveo  more  than  Earth,  an  immortal  Soul  more 
than  a  fratl  d^ing  Body,  there  can  nottuogbeima- 
gin'd,  under  Gbd,  more  likely  to  prevent  our  be- 
ing dbceiv'd  with  a  form  of  godlinels,  than  Con- 
fideration;  That  the  Oevii  very  ordinarily 
transforms  himielf  into  an  Angel  of  Light,  and 
impofes  upon  our  minds  by  (hadowi  of  Vertues, 
as  it  is  his  intereft,  fo  it  is  a  thing  as  common  as 
our  yielding  to  temptations  of  that  nature.  Daily 
experience  is  a  fiifficient  witnefs,  how  men  deceive 
tbemfel  ves  with  a  varniQi  and  paint  of  Piety,  and 
flatter  themi^ves,  that  they  are  cxdain'd  to  eter- 
nal life,  and  in  a  way  to  thofe  Regions  of  Blifi 
when  they  are  not.  Becaufe  they  acknowledge 
and  profds,  that  God  isinfinite,  perfed,  glorious, 
and  the  Supreme  Goviernour  of  the  World,  an^ 
that  in  him  we  live,  and  breathe,  and  have  our 
Being  s  and  that  it's  he  that  rules  the  great  Wheel 
of  Providence,  they  conclude  they  love  him 
better  than  their  riches  or  pleafures  here,  when 
they  do  nothing  le(s,  indeed  no  more  but  what 
Parrots  may  do,  which  being  taught,  can  repeat- 
the  (ame  words,  and  be  never  the  nearer  that 
Wi(dom  which  makes  men  wife  unto  (alvation. 
We  fee  how  men,  becaufe  they  have  no  incli- 
nation to  feme  grols  notorious  (ins  that  other  men 
are  guilty  of,  are  apt  to  conclude,  that  they 
mortifie  their  lufts,  and  put  off  the  works  of 
darknefi,  walking  (bberly  as  in  the  day  time  $ 
and  becaule  they  frequent,  the  Temple  of  the 
Lord,  they  are  prefently  true  Hearers  <tf  the 
Word*    Wc  fee  bow  the  Harlot,  /Vw.  7-  14- 
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]i}ecai^  ib6  bath  pdid  her  Vows,  and  hsth  Pet(2e* 
Ofiertngs  with  hef ,  {>erfuades  herfeii^  thatibeu 
a  great  Prcrficient  in  ReligiotH  ^ndthe  Pkarifee 
did  not  think  hitsfelf  a  quarter  (b  bad  asi  the 
Publicoft^  becanfe  he  pid  Tythej  of  all  be  had^ 
a tid  was  no  Extortioner^  or  Adulttrer.  Becavfe 
fuch  a  man  is'pot  drunk  every  day,  but  is  k^t 
now  and  then,  he  'belieyts  himftlf  to  be  a  very 
temperate  man.  Another^  becaufe  he  doth  not 
cheat  fonotorioQlly  as  his  Neighbours,  conclud^i 
he  18  juft,  hpneft,  upright,  and  fair  iti  his  dealings 
Another,  becaufe  he  works  hard  in  bis  Calling, 
and  doth  no  body  wrong,  fan(ielhe  doth  all  that't 
fit  for  a  Chriftidn  to  do.  Another,  becaufe  he  hath 
ibipetimes  a  good  thought  of  Odd,  and  can  fend 
upa  (hort  e)actilation  to  Heaven^  is  very  confident 
he  meditates  and  contemplates  the  Almighty.  An^ 
dther,  becaufe  he  hath  fome  faint  breathings  after 
bitQ,  knows  nothing  to  the  contrary,  but  he  is  a$^ 
zealous  for  God's  glory,  as  any  of  his  Acqtiain'^ 
tance  can  be.  Another,  becaufe  he  hath  now 
and  then  a  mdancholy  thought  of  his  (ins,  and 
cpnfeffes  them  to  Almighty  God,  concludes  he 
doth  inepent  as  well  as  the  beft )  ^  and  becaufe 
he  often  wt(hes  for  falvation,  and  hath  a  good 
opinion  of  holinefi  andgoodnefi,  htt  doubts  not 
but  be  is  njade  Partaker  of  the  Divine  Nature. 
'  Thart  thefe  are  Cheats  and  Delufions,  is  evi- 
dent to  any  rational  man.  If  a  Mountebanks 
giving  you  coiAmon  Sand  for  Powder  of  Pearls, 
or  a  Tradefinan  s  fejling  you  Cid^  for  Wine^  or 

ii  Merchants  fending  you  Earthen  Ware,  ^ch  as 
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is  made  ia  Enrope^  for  Cbwa^  be  a  Cheat,  then 
certainly  the(e  are  cheats,  and  the  greater  cheats, 
becaufc  they  are  in  matters  of  greater  value.  The 
Gofpel  doth,  aot  offer  Heaven  on  thefe  teros^ 
and  it  is  not  partial,  but  unxverfal  obedience  chai 
^Inrift  reaoi|:es  of  h^s  Followers.  He  is  reibl!)^4 
[eaveo  Qiall  coft  them  more  th^  thele  little 
(er vices  come  tOy.aiKi  they  (ball  not  impoie  upr 
Qp  (jod,  however  they  may  deceive  themfclve^ 
But  then,  how  {hall  tbefe  or  any  other  Cheats 
be  diicover'd  and  avoided,  but  by  Coniidera* 
tion  }  True  Copveriion  confifts  in  refifting  and 
conquerii^  fuch  Delufions,.  but  how  (ball  they 
be  re(ifl:ed,  if  they  be  not  known?  bow  (hall 
they  be  koowO)  if  men  confider  not  whether 
the  cpur(e  they  take,  be  either  agreeable,  to  th^ 
way  Qod  hath  prefcribed^  or  like  to  bring  theqi 
to  that  happineis  they  aim  at  ? 

ItVConfideration  muft  manifeft  which  is  Gifd^ 
and  which  is  the  Cloud  5  which  is  GoU^  and  which 
is  but  Gftilt  3  which  are  the  Waters  of  Jordan 
and  which  are  the;  Rivers  of  JD^^»^/ 3  which 
'  is  the.  Corn^  and  which  are  the  Tares  3  which 
are  the  fiery  Tongues ^  and  which  u  the  0/^m- 
iporm4ight  3  which  are  Jacobs  hands,  and  which 
are  the  hands  of  Bfau. 

There  are  not  a  few  fins  which  look  very  much 
like  Vertues  5  complying  with  mens  Impieties 
.lQc4!;s(b  like  Humility  5  Ahfilons  hypocrifie,  (o 
like  humanity  and  civility  3  Joab*s  treachery, 
Jo  like  friendChip  and  candour  >  Simm  ^agns's 
fal(hood»  (b  fike  true  believing  3  Judasl  cov^« 
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jtoufnels,  fo  like  care  of  the  poor  5  Flattery,  fi) 
like  that  Charity  which  bears  all  things,  and 
hopes  all  things ,  and  jbelieyes  all  things,  and 
endures  all  things;  reyiltng  again  when  we  are 
f ievird,  fo  \\}it  doing  juftice ;  woridly-minded- 
jEieG,  (q  like  providing  for  our  Families ;  lying 
for  profits  lake,  fo  like  a  work  of  neceflity  and 
i^)f*pre(ervatipn  5  and!  bearing  a  grudge  to  him 
that  hath  offended  us,  without  diicoverjing  it 
in  our  anions,  To  like  curbing  our  pa({jon$/  that 
few  men  will  think  themfelves  concerned  to  part 
with  them,  expept  they  confider  >vhich  is  the 
jjure,  and  which  the  fophifticate  metaL 
*  "  filow  like  iavitiK  knowledge  doth  that  know- 
ledge  of  God  look,  which  puffi  tip  the  Soul, 
iand  tempts  men  to  defpife  others  thaf:  are  not 
6mv*d'to  the  fame  meafure  of  the  ftature  of 
the  fujne^  of  Chrift  >  There  is  no  diftinguilh- 
ing  of  them,  but  by  the  effed^s,  and  how  (hall 
the  cStGts  be  difcriminated ,  but  by  Confide- 
fation:    I  cannot  avoid  being  deceived,  if  I  do 
not  fit  down  and  refled:;  Lord !  I  pretend  to 
jfeoo^ledge  of  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  but  doth 
this  knowledge  m^ketbe  humble  and  vile  in 
mine  own  eyes.^  Doth  it  diicqver  to  me  my 
fpiritual  jpQvefty ,  and  make  me  prejfer  others 
pefore  my  felf?  Doth  it  make  me  prize  Chri(^ 
above  all?  and  doth  it  engage  pie  to  connt,  a9 
ihwgs  drofs  and  dnn^^  for  the  e))ccellefjcji  of  the 

ki?on>ledge  &f  QhriH  ?  Doth  it  fnake  me  ftanq  tin- 
6tt  thp  Crofi  of  Chrift,  and  breatlje  arid  parjt 
kfier  his  predoiis  bloud,  like  a  man  ttuly  feri- 
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fible  both  of  the  wortb  and  want  of  it  ?  Dotli 

it  produce  that  mind  jn  me^  which  w^s  in  Chrifi 

Jejks^  Doth  it  fill  me  with  holy  ardours  to  be 
made  Partaker  of  his  holinefs  >  Doth  it  make 
me  wonder  at  the  myftery,  and  glory  in  that 
which  to  the  Jetx>s  is  a  Stumblmg-Block  and 
to  the  Greek/  fooliftinefi  }  Doft  thou  feel  this, 

0  my  Soul^  how  happy  art  thou,  if  thou  art 
fenGble  of  thefe  operations  ?  Do  not  deceive 
thy  felf,  doth  not  this  knowledge  thou  pre- 
tended: to,  make  thee  fecure  and  carelefs  ?  Doth 
it  not  make  thee  lit  down  contented  without 
the  life  of  Religion?  Doth  it  not  periuade  thee 
to  believe  that  thou  art  a  Chriftian,  though 
thou  doft  not  imitate  Chrift  in  his  holy  Life  and 
Conyerfation  ?  Does  it  not  make  tnee  proud 
arid  felf-conceited ,  and  think  more  highly  of 
thy  ielf  than  thou  oqghteft  to  thinks  and,  lil^ 
the  Pharijees^  look  between  anger  and  (com  on 
thofe  that  know  not  the  Law  ^  if  (b,  how  is  the 
Knowledge  of  Chrif^  Jefus  in  thee  > 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Faith  5  it's  Confide- 
ration  muft  (eparate  it  from  prefumpti0n,;an4 
fatisfie  me  whether  it  be  of  the  true  Eagle-kind 
or  no ;  it*s  icnpofiible  taknow  whether  my  Faith 
be  of  the  right  ftamp  or  no,  without  I  make 
fuch  inqqifition  as  this. '  Faitb  is  a  gift  or  fruit 
of  the  Spirit,  which  I  am  apt  to  believe  God 
hath  ble(s*d  and  enrich'd  my  Soul  withal,  and 

1  thank  him  that  I  am  not  born  an  Heathen  or 
Infidel  But  ivhat  poNypr  bath  my  Faith  upcwi 
my  Afiedions  ?  Doth  it  punfie  my  heart,  and 

drive 
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drive  away  thoie  Lufts  that  have  taken  up  their 
refidence  there  >  Doth  it  make  me  cut  off  my 
right  hand^  and:pull  out  my  right  eye,  wheo 
f hey  do  offend  me  ?  Doth  it  make  me  Uve  like 
a  per(bn  that  believes  the  Qmoipreience ,  and 
Omnii<;^ence  p[  God  }  Doth  it  coake  me  with 
Abraham  ready  to  o6^r  up  mine  only  Son^  Sins 
as  dear  to  me>  as  the  Darling  friut  oi  my  Body  } 
Is  it  of  that  force  in  my  Soul,  that  it  makes  me 
go  contrary  to  mine  inclinations  ^  and  obey 
God»  thpt^h  I  am  in  danger  of  lo(ing  my  pbce, 
and  O^oe  ?  Doth  it  make  me  do  the  truths 
as  well  as  give  affent  to  it>  Doth  it  make  me 
cautious  and  afraid  of  offending  that  God  whom 
I  believe  to  be  of  purer  eyes  tl^n  to  behold  ini* 
quityi^  Doth  it  make  me  embrace  Chrilftt  both 
^  my  Eledeemer  and  Governour,  both  as  my 
Saviour  and  my  .^iog^  Doth  it  elevate  my 
thoughts,  and  make  meftudy  how  I  (hall  advance 
Gods  glory,  and  do  much  good  in  my  genera- 
tion  >  Doth  tt  rouze  my  Som  from  her  flumber, 
and  make  me  look  and  ad  like  one  conoern'd 
and  touched  with  a  fenle  of  another  life  ?  Doth 
It  work  by  love  ?  And  doth  it  driv^  me  to  give 
God  my  deareft:  and  tendereft  love  ?  Doth  it. 
work  by  Charity  tpo,  by  good  works?  And  doth 
it  make  mecaO:  my  Biead  upon  the  water,  give 
aw2iy  freely  arul  ch^erfuUv,  though  I  have  np 
prpfpe^ ,  and  fee  no  prooabilit jf  of  a  recom- 
pence  here  on  Earth?  poth  it  coake  me defpi£b 
the  World,  and  .oye^comp  it,  and  ufe  it  only 
<^s  my  Servant,  while  God  alone  is  my  Maffer  / 
.  Doth 
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potb  it  tpake  me  refift  the  DeriF,  and  grapple 
mtb  powers  and  pftncipahtits^  with  the  rulers  0f 
d4rk?efsi  attd  iPiih  Jpiritual  vpickfdmjfej  i»  high 
placis  ?  Epbd!  6.  i  ?.  Doth  it  make  me  pray 
lyf tl^  fervpncy  and  importunity  ^  Doth  it  trant 
pore  my  Sool  into  raviflsments  upon  th^  fi^t 
of  yonder  glorious  things,  God  hath  laid  up 
and  prepared  for  tbofe  that  love  him?  Doth 
it  make  me  rejoyce  in  that  Saviour  I  have  not 
(eeO)  with  )oy  unfpeakaUe  and  full  of  Glory? 
poth  it  infufe  boldiie^  and  courage  into  my 
iSottl  to  ftand  up  for  God,  when  I  either  hear 
his  name  prophaned,  or  fee  hi$  Creatures  fearful* 
ly  abufed  ?  Doth  it  make  me  with  P^mnxrun 
in,  and  ftem  the  ftroog  current  of  iniquity,  and 
with  PW  and  Bamahas  angry  at  the  improper 
honour,  men  are  going  to  dSkt  me  }  Does  it 
make  metruflGodinadverfity,  even  then  when 
the  Fig*tree  doth  Mt  hlojfom^  when  there  is  no  fruit 
in  the  Viffe^  when  the  lahur  of  the  Olive  fails^ 
and  the  Field  does  yield  no  meat  ^  when  the  Flocks 
if  cut  off  frotn  the  Fold,  and  when  ihere  are  no 
Herds  in  the  Stalls  ^  H^k  3. 1 7.  Doth  it  make 
me  take  notice  of  God's  gracious  Dealings  and 
Providences,  and  admire  God^s  Vifdom  and 
Grearnefi,  and  Power,  and  Goodnefs  in  a|l? 
Doth  k  make  me  prize  the  Promiies  of  theGol^ 
pel  above  all  riches,  and  doth  it  make  me  wil* 
ling  to  fuffer  for  Chrift  ?  Rejoyce,  O  my  Soul, 
if  Faith  hath  thus  warm'd  thy  heart,  and  if  thou 
iindeft  tbefefootftepsof  God  within  thee!  Thefe 
are  Ornaments  fit  for  thee  to  appear  in  before 

the 
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the  great  Tribunal  Oq  the  other  fide,  what 
eaie,  what  quiet  canft  thou  enjoy,  if  thy  Faith 
be  dead,  and  dull,  and  unadive  s  if  it  doth  not 
toacb  thy  tongue  with  a  Coal  from  the  Altar, 
wad  doth  not  make  thee  break  forth  into  Cele^ 
brattons,  and  admiration  9f  the  he^htb,  and 
breadth,  and  length,  and  depth  of  the  love  of 
God^  ?  If  thou  feeleft  no  holy  force  to  (hake 
off  every  weight,  and  every  fin  wl^h  doth  lb 
e»fily  befel  thee  ^  If  thy  Faith  does  not  make 
thee  (land  upon  thy  watch,  and  break  through 
all  difeouragements  and  oppofitions,  to  obtain 
the  end  of  thy  Faith,  even  thy  falvation;  If  it 
doth  not  %ake  thy  corruptions  abate^  and  thy 
extravagant  defires  and  paflions  fall  5  If  it  be  fo 
feint,  that  thy  hands  grow  weak,  and  thy  knees 
ieeUe,  that  thy  graces  langutfh,  and  thy  good- 
nefs  dwindles  away ;  If  thy  fins  grow  ftrong 
under  the  (faadow  of  it,  and  the  rod  of  iniquity 
Uoflbms,  and  bears  fruit ;  If  it  doth  not  chafe 
IKicontent  in  a  great  meaiure  from  thy  thoughts, 
and  doth  not  give  thee  Bowels  of  compaffion 
tpMini(krs,  to  the  Servants  of  God,  to  Chrifts 
dtftreffed  Members  ^  If  it  doth  not  drive  thee 
iota  Heaven,  into  Contemplations  of  a  glorious 
Eteriuty  which  fliall  make  amends  for  all  the^ 
loflb,  troubles,  perils,  miferies,  and  difficulties 
tbon  undergoes  here  5  If  it  doth  not  make  thee 
pieier  Chrift's  honOnr  and  will,  before  the  vain 
allurements  of  fleOti  and  bknid,  and  the  Soci^  - 
eiy  of  thofe  who  delight  in  God,  before  fami- 
liarity with  the  ricbeft  9ad  gr^ate(^»  who  caft 
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GocTsLaw  behind  themj  If  it  works  no  patienoe 
in  aiBtdionS)  no  humility,  no  felf-denial^no  meek^ 
nds  under  caries,  and  injuries,  and  perfectitiaii% 
nooourage  toftandupforOod,  and  forhtsglo«- 
ry,  no  delight  in  the  word  and  ways  of  God^ 
no  (incere  endeavours  to  praftife  what  diau 
heareft,  no  reltfh  in  fpiritual  things,  no  holy  re* 
venge  uponi  thy  corruptions,  no  indignation  a^ 
gmA  thy  former  fins,  no.carefulneTs  to  pleafe 
Cod,  no  vehement  defires  after  him  who  is  trn^ 
«r  than  the  Children  of  men« 

Faith  thus  confider'd,  if  it  be  b^t  a  painted 
fire,*  will  quidily  betray  it  felf  3  and  6onfidcn« 
tion  will  foon  give  an  Item  to  the  Sinner,  that 
this  is  nb  good  foundation  to  build  eternal  falva- 
tion  on.  This  will  blow  away  the  Chaff,  and 
fliew  how  little  good  Corn  there  was  in  that 
Kubbifh.  This  will  melt  ail  the  Drofs  and  Tia 
away,  and  difbover,  how  little  of  the  puiier 
Mettal  there  was  in  the  Lump  This  wil  isakt 
all  the  drofiie  part  evaporate,  >and  Jet  you  fee 
whether  there  be  any  thing  oif  fubftanceattfae 
bottom.  In  this  manner  wp  are  oblig'd  to  p«o*> 
cced  in  our  prayers  an^'  iupplicatibns.  Coc£r 
deration  muft  acquaint  us,  whether  it  be  thedcN- 
firesof  ourhearts,  or  the  defires  of  our  lips  only, 
that  we  offer  unto  God  5  whether  it  be  a  deep 
fcnfe  of  our  fpirituai  wants  and  neceffities,  ^nd 
of  xhe  Greatness,  Majelly ,  Purity,  Holincfs,  Mer^ 
J  cy,  and  Coodneis  of  Cod  that  makes  us  pray, 
or  Cuftom,  iand  Education,  and  Civility  ta  our 
unruly  Confciences  ? 
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So  in  our  Diftributions  to  the  Neoeffities  of 
others.  Coofideratfoci  muft  acquaint  xxs^  nhs- 
tber  we  give  eooo^  or  oo,  wJictfaer  we  &i- 
fil  the  Elules,  Cbrift  tod  bis  Apoftles  have  (je^ 
liver'd  concernii^  tr,  and  whether  it  be  vaii> 
glory  and  the  applaufe  of  meo,  that  makes  os 
both  liberal^  andfpeak  of  our  liberality,  or  an 
honeft  (fefign  to  advance  the  glory  of  Ood,  and 
the  good  c^  our  Neighbour  >  Wimiher  dial: 
which  puts  OS  upon  gividS^  be  4»mipa(fion,  and 
tendernefs,  or  a  defire  to  be  rid. of  the  iiupoD- 
tonaae  Petitioner  ?  whether  it  is  ooreamiog  bow- 
els, or  fear  of  being  iQ-^ken  of  by  other  oea) 
that  engages  us  to  fiicb  Offices  of  hutnanity  >     ' 

So  in  Faittng)  Coofidecatioa:  muft  acquaint 
us,  whether  it  be  the  outward  performaoce  we 
do  regard  more,  than  the  inward  frame  of  the 
Soul?  whether*  it  be  a  neal,  (iocere  rdbiiadon 
to  mortifie  fin,  that  engages  mto  tUsfeveriir^, 
or  an  intent  of  ^viog  God  £tttsia£kion  for  the 
affronts  we  have  o6er'4  him,  and  whether  the 
auAerity  makes  fin  mily  bitter  to  us^  and  wxpirks 
an  eternal  deteftadon.of  it  in  our  hearts i^  or 
whether  it  difpofesmti^faU  oo9&eth,  andtemp^ 
us  upondtecrodtt  of  that  piece  of  Mortificatiob^ 
to  venture  into  new  fins  and  enormities  ^ 

So  in  our  zeal  for  God,  Cotifiderationi  muft 
acqu^nt  us,  whether  we  are  more  pafikmate  in 
things  which  concern  iUq  honour  of  God,  than 
in  promoting  of  our  own  interrft  i-  whether  k 
be  a  2eal  according  unto  knowledge,  and  kind- 
led  by  the^Suaof  E^igbfeou^iefi^  or  fiiirbu^^<  and 
.      ,  l^hted 
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lighted  by  the  flames  of  the  burning  Lake  5  whe- 
ther it  be  (ingularity,  peeviflinefi)  fpleen,  and 
malice,  that  makes  us  hot,  or  deliberate  pon- 
dering of  the  affront,  that's  put  on  the  Divine 
Majefty.  And  whether  we  are  2:eal9us  for  the 
greater  as  well  as  for  the  kfier  mattersof  the  Law^ 
fw  JndgmMti  Faith^  and  Mtrcy^  as  well  as  for 
paying  Tjfthe  trf  Mwt^  ^nd  Cnmmn^  and  Atti^  ^ 
Without  Gbnfideratipii,  our  Souls  muft  tie- 
ceflarily  remain  under  very  great  darkne(i  and 
miftakes,  and  eonfequently  rem  the  hazacd  of 
being  cheated  in  the  work  of  CoaverfioQ.  '  How 
fliould  tfaefe  Cheats  be  difcovered,  but  by  our 
reafon  ?  How  ihall  our  mtfon^  j^g€  <*f*  than, 
but  by  Coofideration  ?  For  Cdnfideration  calb 
them  to  ao  account,  layi  them  open,  leKaannes 
theit  rife  and  progrefi ,  difcovers  them,  to  'be 
Drctfs,  and  ft^  out  the  daldger  dvey  in^ 
Soul  in,  and  by  that  means  works  k  idto  a 
ful  reiblutioo  to  take  another  courie. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

0f  the  various  Impediments  and  Rtmoras  ofCon^ 

f  deration.    I^Im  fanfie  ^eaier  difficuUjf  in^t^ 

than  there  if  indeed.     Are  continualfy  emplo/a 

.  about  fenfual  Ohje&s*    Loth  to  part  with  tbar 

jDvr.     Ignorant  of  tj^  pleajure  of  Confideration* 

ReJkS  upon  the  danger  of  lo^ng  their  unlawfki  -^ 

gain.    Fear  they  Jhall  fall  into  Melancholy^  or 

go  diftraSed,  with  jo  much  firioujhefi     Are  of 

opinion^  That  Qotsverfioni  in  that  fenje  the  Scri^ 

ptur^'fpeaks  ofit^  if  needfef.    mifiakf  thenar 

ture  of  Conjideration.     Are  dijcouraged  by  evil 

Company.    NegleSf    conjidting  with  Minifiers 

about   this  necejfary  workt    Delude  themjelwj 

With  the  NotidH  of  Chrifi's  dyings  for  the  fins  of 

the  World. 

^ 

CQaHderation,  a  Duty  fo  great,  fo  noble,  fo 
neceilary,  one  would  think  (hould  find 
fiicable  entertamment  with  all  men  that  pretend 
roreafbn,  orwifdom,  or  dticretion ;  For  in  not 
glviog  it  refped,  and  veneration,  they  call  their 
own  rea(bn  in  queftion,  difparage  their  wildpm^^ 
and  give  )u(i:  occafion  to  their  Neiji^hbours  to 
fbfpeft,  that  di(cretion  is  a  flower,  which  never 
grew  in  their  Garden,  the  Gueft  being  foi>ene- 
ficial,  who  can  imagine  to.  the  contrary,  but  e* 
Very  man  wiU  fpread  open  his  Doors^  and  let 

it 
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it  in?  Ho>e^  Lock  the  Gates  againfl  a  good  An* 
gel?  Keep  out  a  MeiTqiger  that  brings  glad  ti- 
dings? Darken  the£lc5oih  that  I  (ti^y  not  (eethe 
Son  ?  Confideratiod)  that  dxvtCts  me,  how  I  may 
be  a  Friend  of  God,  get  room  in  his  Bofome, 
Hng  with  Angek,*  triumph  with  Seraphiuis,  fit  at 
the  right  hand  of  a  glorified  Redeemer,  ftand 
before  the  Throne  of  God,  ferve  him  day  and . 
night  in  his  Temple,  and  be  freed  from  all  poffi- 
bility  of  fin  and  mifery ,  from  all  difcontenc 
^  and  vexation  of  fpirit  I  Is  it  pofiible  a  MefTen* 
ger  of  that  wonh,  and  beauty,  and  excellency^ 
can  want  a  lodging  ?  Is  it  pofiible  it  (hould  fare 
no  better  than  the  GREAT  JESUS,  bede- 
ftitute  of  a  place  where  to  lay  its  head  ^  Is  it 
poflible  men  (hould  deal  with  it  as  the  inhabi- 
lants.of  Sodom  did  with  the  three  heavenly' 
Meflengers  that  entered  into  Lot's  Houfe  ?  Quar* 
rel  with  it  ?  abuie  it  ?  offer  violence  to  it  ?  be 
angry  at  it's  harmlefs  language?  (he w  their  fpleen 
againft  that,  whpfe  prefence  preferves  them  from 
being  cobfumed  ?  and  which  while  it  is  among 
them,  (lays  the  hand  of  Heaven,  the  hand  of  the 
deftroying  Angel,  that  they  peri(h  hot  ?  Does 
not  every  man  defire  to  be  happy  ?  Did  ever 
any  nian  hate  his  own  fle(h  ?  Was  ever  any  man 
in  love  with  torment  ?  Is  it  not  every  man  s 
intereli  to  (ludy  how  to  prevent  it  ?  And  then 
fure,  Confideration  cannot  but  have  the  love 
and  embraces  of  all  perfons,  that  do  not  f»a^ 
fport  with  cafiing  fire-iraffds^  and  deaths  and  ar^ 

r^ir/,  Prov.  a6.  18, 19. 
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So  an  impartial  ferious  man  would  think,  yet 
to  our  grief  and  (brrow  we  find,  that  qa^nrun 
away  from  it,  as  from  the  Plague,  and  dfo  21s 
carefully  avoid  it,  as  they  would  do  Rats-bane, 
or  Sublimate,  or  Night-(hade.  ,  This  will  db\v^ 
me  in  the  next  place  to  enquire,  what  ktt  the 
Remora's  or  Impediments  that  make  men  tieglef): 
this  Panacea^  and  like  mad  Dogs,  (hun^he  water 
that  would  cure  them ,  and  uight  the  remedy 
that  would  infallibly  recover  them.  It's  natural 
for  men  to  enquire  into  the  reafons  of  any  de- 
cay. If  a  Tree  do  not  thrive,  if  Flowers  do 
wither  in  the  Bud,  if  a  Child  do  not  grow,  or 
if  the  Water  of  a  River  fails,  the  fir  ft  thing  we 
do,  is,  to  enquire  where  the  ftop  is,  and  what 
the  caufes  of  the  defeft  axe,  and  why  things  do 
not  profper  according  to  expedation  ?  And  he 
that  hath  a  Vineyard  in  a  very  fruitful  Hill,  and 
fences  it,  and  gathers  the  Stones  out  of  it,  and 
plants  it  with  the  choiceft  Vine,  and  builds  a 
Tower  in  the  midft  of  it,  and  makes  a  Wine- 
Pre(s  therein,  may  well  ask  the  Queftion,  Where- 
fore  vphen  I  looked  that  it  Jf)Ould  hrwg  forth  grapes^ 
brought  it  forth  mid  grapes  ?  Ifai.  5.  1, 2,  3,4, 

The  Clogs  and  Impediments  of  Confideratioh 
are  numberlels,  for  indeed  it's  the  DeviFs  ftudjr 
and  contrivance  day  and  night,  which  way  tb 
prevent  it.  Where  a  perfon  dares  extricate  him-  ^ 
felf  from  the  fnares  of  fenle,  and  venture  upbti 
this  work,  the  Enemy  juftly  feafshe  (bairi'ofe 
a  Subjcil  5  and  a  Soal  will  be  fnatcht  out  of 
his  Clutches,  and  he  (hall  not  be  abl^  to  holVf 
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the  (inner  in  his  Egypt ^  or  hu^er  him  frotii  facri- 
fiping  to  the  Lord  his  God.  He  dreads  thi$  Land 
ofG&lbeH^  and  to  (ee  people  walk  that;  way, 
makes  him  fret  and  {torm^  ft  grates  upon  bi^ 
Spirits  to  behold  a  (inner  fet  bis  face  towards 
JerhfaUth^  he  cannot  endure  to  fee  the  Piiciples 
OQ  .mount  Tahor  5  an  IJaac^^  that's  going  to  me- 
ditate is  a  Thorn  in  his  eyes,  apd,  being  a  Spirit 
that  lives  upon  Emy^  ettjoys  his  malice^  and  findsf 
his  greateft  ^tisfadioa  in  deftroyingmens  Spuls; 
we  muft  fuppole  he  leaves  no  ftone  unftjrq'iGl, 
noitratagemumri'd,  no  means  unattempted;,  Vfi 
hinder  men  from  a  ferious  recoUediori  of  their 
thoughts  and  imaginations.  And  no  Husband- 
man can  be  fuppQl<;d  to  fet  more  traps,  or  invent 
more  pitfalls,  or  devife  more  fnares  for  vermine^ 
and  rapacious  animals »  then  this  Sophi{ter  lay^ 
to  divert  the  (h'eam  of  menss  thou^ts  into  i 
I  Chanel  of  contemptible,  and  impertinent  ob- 
jeds* 

There  is  (uch  beauty,  fuch  lovelinefe  in  the 
Ways  of  God,  notwithftanding  the  coarfe  out** 
iide,  that  (hould  a  perfon,  by  ferious  Con(ide-« 
ration,  he  tem^pted  to  lift  up  the  veil,  and  (ee 
what  is  behind  it  5  remove  the  Sackcloth  and 
A(hes,  and  take  a  view  of  that  which  is  under- 
neath 5  ppen  the  Jron  Gate,  and  behold  the  Gold 
within^  unlpok the  Cabinet,  and  fee  the  Jewels 
J  there  ^  he  would  moft  certainly  be  ravitb'd  with 
I  the  (ight,  ami  not  ftay  one  hour  longer  ift  the 
Chambers  of^  Death.  This  the  Devil  knows ;  he 
is  fenfibje^  that  ^onfideraiion  is  a  Tree  of  Life, 
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therefore ,  left  nmi  put  forth  their  hands  and 
I  take  of  the  Tree,  and  eat  and  live  for  ever,  wc 

inay  rationally  believe ,  he'll  cro(s  their  endea- 
vours to  the  uttermoft  s  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^Y  f^Ppoie 
as  many  impediments  of  Confideration »  as  the 
Devil  can  invent  (lumbling  blocks  to  throw  in 
the  way  to  this  Duty  :  however  let's  take  a  view 
^^         of  fome  of  the  principal. 

^1       L  The  fMjfcd  difficulty  of  iU    I  (ay  fanfied, 
for  there  is  not  that  hard(hip  in't,  men  imagine* 
But  fuch  enemies  are  the  generality  of  men  to 
their  own  happinefs,  that  they  will  fanfie  dif- 
ficulties in  things  they  are  loth  to  do,  and  they 
therefore  cry  out,  That  they  are  hard,  and  not 
to  be  compared  but  with  infinite  deal  of  trouble, 
becaufe  they  would  be  excus'd  from  the  perfor- 
mance or  pradtice  of  them.    It's  ordinary  for 
j/^  School-boys  to  plead  difficulty  of  the  Task  their 
r^^  Mafter  fets  them,  when  they  have  a  greater  mind 
\^    to  (:4ay  than  to  learn  5  much  like  Soiomons  floth- 
.  ful  man,  Prav.  26.  13.  Then^k  a  Lion  in  the  way^ 
^^     tbtre  k  a  Lion  in  the  fireets.     Vain  man  !  there 
J     are  no  Lions  but  in  bis  own  brain ,  no  confi. 
^  ^  derablc  difficulties,  but  what  are  of  his  own  ma- 
^  J^'  king.  So  here,  men  fanfie  that  this  ferious  con- 
^^■.<;  fideration  of  their  way,  is  a  thing  which  none 
^  ^  vj  ^  but  Scholars  and  men  of  Learning  can  reach,  and 
^^'         none  are  obligd  to  mind  but  men  of  Letters^ 
and  fuch  as  are  bookt(b,  and  read  much,  and  h^ve 
large  capacities,  are  men  of  great  judgment,  and 
can  wholly  give  or  dedicate  themfelves  to  this 
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ftudy :  A  c(Xiceit  as  falfe  as  God  b  true ,  and 
which  we  cannot  refled  upon  without  indig*  . 
naiioo.  For  common  experifence  refutes  it.  The  J^ 
meanefl:  Artificers  that  are,  men  that  cannot  read  |^  i 
one  word,  fervants  of  the  loweft  form,  the  poor*       i^ 


eft  perfons  alive,  men  whofe  fortune  is  as  low 

as  their  learning,  do  arrive  to  this  art,  and  there-  "& 
fore  that  plea  deferves  to  be  hifs'd  at  \  what  is  ^ 

done,  may  be  done  again,  and  if  unlearned  ig«  \^ 

norant    illiterate  men  do  very   often   make  %^ 

coniiderable  progrefi  in  it ,  there  is  no  doubt\  ^ 

but  the  thing  is  poilible  and  pra&icable ,  and  A  ^ 
there  wants  nothing  but  willingnels  to  mafter  ^"^^ 
It.                                                              ^        \ 

There  is  no  man  that's  (enfible,  that  Gold  is^ 
better  than  Glafles  and  Rattles ,  or  that  Pearls 
ought  to  be  priz  d  and  valu'd  more  than  Pebles  ^    i    |^ 
There  is  nomaci  that  is  capable  of  apprehend-     \ 
ing,  that  three  and  three  make  fix,  or  can  con* 
trive  and  plot,  which  way  a  dangerous  Pond^ 
or  dreadful  Fire  may  be  avoided,  but  may  con- 
lider,  whether  the  things  the  Scriptute  fpeaks 
of,  be  true  or  no  ^  whether  the  promiles  and 
threatnings  of  the  Gofpel,  are  things  that  be- 
long to  him  or  no  s  whether  he  lives  up  to  the 
precepts  of  Cbrift  or  no  ^  and  what  will  be  the 
confequence  of  his  contempt  of  mercy,  and  what 
may  be  the  means  of  elcaping  the  wrath  to  come, 
and  whether  an  endlefi  glory  be  not  kifinttely 
better  than  a  few  hours  Pageantry ,  and  ever« 
lafting  enjoyment  more  fatisfadory  than  tqia^ 
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mentany-  pleafures  ^  and  eternal  reft  more  M^ 
(ifable'th^n  a  tranfitoty  ritillation  ?-^ 

What  difficulty  is  there  in  this  cpnfideration, 

5»hat  Rocks,  vH^hat  Pi"eciptces  are  theffe  hcrie,  that 

muft  fae  ventured  on  to  briog'  it  abcnit  M  fee  a 

jvhoJe  ftreet  on  fire,  and  am  ftfuck  into  amaie^ 

ment,  and  cannot  I  confidcnhow  dreadful  ever- 

I  Jaftin^  fire  muft  be>  I  cancbnfider,  What  a  Id!^ 

it  \*as  to  J(^l>  to  be  deprived  of  his  Sheep  arrd 

Camefe,  and  what  is  niore,  his  Children,  and  Jaft'^ 

i     y  pf  allcf  his  heahk  and  ;ejfe,  and  quiet,  aiid 

j^   pannot  1  confider  what  a  iofi  \i  muft  be  for  nte 

^    to  lofe  more ,  than  all  ttiis. comes  to ?   1  coflr- 

(ider,  i'ts  worth  fitting  up  late,  and  rifing  early,  - 

and  running  up  artcl*  down  to  |;et  ^  livefihood ; . 

^tid  cannot  I  corifidei",  how  far  tDOre  ratiohaf^ 

it  is  to  fwtat,  and  tci!,  and  labour  for  an  evcr^^ 

lafting  inheritatij^e  >  l  can  confider  with  deHghti 

how  nbuch  eafe  and  content- I-4halt  «njqy  whfefa' 

jTuchan  eftateft^aye  thercverfion  pfrf«bfa?I'5' 

and  catitlot  r  cohflder  how  happy  thofe  nnrftbe^-' 

that  after  their  patient  continuance  in  weH-^d6^ 

ihg,  (hall  be  J^oflefs'd  of  glory,  and  honour,  ^ntl^ 

immortality,  apd  eternal  >ife>'  I  can  confidlir 

how  pjeafant,  how  glorious  a  thing  it  is  to  fiVt^ 

ih  the  good  opinion  of  my  Prince ,  trader  the 

fmiles  and  gracious  looks  of  my  Benefedor  5  aridt 

pannbt  I  confider  what  a  felicity  doth  attenff 

them ,    that  enjoy  the  light  6f  Gbds  countCT 

jlance  ?  Here's  but  changing  the  objedfc.     And  I 

that  can  confider,  how  difingenut^us  and  ibrdtd 

i-  thing  it  is  to  a^  9gainit  a  man,  that  hath  raised 
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me  out  of  duft,  and  advanced  me  to  great  dig- 
nityarid  preferments  cannot  I  confider,  what 
bafepel^  and  diigenerous  ingratitude  it  muft  be 
to  provoke  that  God  who  maintains  me,  and 

gre&rves  me,  and  without  whom  I  cannot 
rcathe  or  move  ?  I  that  can  condder  the  rea- 
fpx^hlenefs  pf  (brrow  and  grief  where  I  have 
offended,  and  done  a  fignal .  injury  to  my  Su- 
periour^ cannot  I  confider  ho\y  juftand  equitable 
It  1$,  when  I  look  on  that  Saviour,  whom  my 
(ins  have  pierc*d,  to  mourn  as  heartily^  as  one  that 
mourns  for  hJs  ondy  Son  ?  I  that  can  confider, 
how  fad  a  thing  it  is  to  (it  in  a  Pungeon,  depri-  ^ 
yed  of  the  comfortable  beams  of  the  Sun,  and  si  , 
what  is  more^  of  the  Society  of  all  lovers,  and  \^ 
acqaaiptaiKe,  in  an  enemies  Country,  where  my 
food  is  (iich  as  Dogs  would  refufe  to  eat,  and 
the  ftepch*  round  about  me  intolerable ,  cannot  ^^^ 
I  confider  how  dreadful  it  will  be  one  day  to 
be  everlaftingly  (hut  out  from  the  enjoyment 
of  that  lighlt>  which  refre(he3  th^e  Souls  and  Bor 
die?  of  fi^rifed  Saints  fo!'  ?ver,  ^and  to  be  thrufl: 
into  a  diiinal  Prilbn,  whqpee'l  muft  come'' out 
00  more,  till  I  hav^  paid  thq  ut;ermo(l  farthing  > 
jWhy  (hould  npt  my  uuderljanding  (erve  me  t6 
pbnfider  the  ohq  ^  well  as  th?  other  >  Spiritual 
tl^figs  are  the  mbfl:  adequate  and  mofl;  propcfr 
^obje£b  of  my  underftanding.  They  are  the 
poper  fuel  i[br  that  flame  which  cherifti  and  feed 
It,;  and  make  it  rife,  and  foar  to  Heaven.  What 
ever  concerns . provifion  for  the  flefh,  or  this 
prefentlife,  is  but  a  fecondary  objeft,  more  by 
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^vour  and  permi(Bon  ,  than  b^j^fcOgQ.    Fcrf 

;    Cod's  deHgn  in  giving  us  underftandiogs,  was» 

that  they  mightbe  receptacles  of  (piritualTrutb, 

Score-houfes  of  invifible  Treafures.     CoDtri* 

^^-"-^Y^^oces  how  we  may  get  our  bodily  wants  and 

j.    Y  necefflties  fupplied,  for  ought  I  know  may  be 

I    f  pcrform'd,  and  ordered  by  fenfe  alone,  without 

>^^  reafon,  without,  this  fublime  faculty  of  under- 

^%  I  ftanding,  us  we  fee  in  Beafts,  and  ignobler  Ani- 

^^©ak,  which  being  ftrangers  to  this  priviledge, 

%,  ^and  diiefted  onely  by  fenfe,  furniQi  tbemfelves 

^JT  with  neceflaries,  conveniencies,  and  (uperfluities ; 

/-  ^>^*Go  to  the  Ant^  thou  flaggard  ^  copf^dtr  her  v^aj^s^ 

\||J  ^  and  be  vpije^  rphich  having  no  guick^  averfitr^  or 

A  f^kr ,  provideth  her  meat  in  the  Summer ,  and 

^  gathenth  her  food  in  the  Harveji ,  Prov.  ^.  5, 

Bat  what  will  not  men  call  difficult,  if  they 

are  unwilling  to  do  what  they  (hould  ?  How 

^  would  Houfc^  be  built  >  How  would  the  Field 

fow'd  }  How  W0UI4  Harveft  be  brought  in, 

Carpenters  and   Husbandmen  (hould  pre-^ 

^^^ehd  difficulty?  If  men  will  be  drones,  cr- 

.j^^ufes  are  foon  found  out.    Our  underftandings 

2V.  are  quick  enough  to  light  upon  evafions,  and 

Tftever  knew  any  finner,  whofe  wits  would  not 

^J  ^^fervehinj  to  reafon  himfelf  out  of  a  known  Pu- 

Or  i  ty.    And  of  this  nature  is  the  pretence  of  hard- 

%^    ^(hip,  menalledge.    And  who  fees  not,  that  this 

;  is  but  a  (bift  to  fatisfie  their  Confetences,  that 

J  they  may  not  twitch  them  for  the  omifiion) 

^  gnd  (hey  muft  have  iQme  plea,  left  they  (bould 
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fin  bare-fac'd ,  and  feem  to  affront  God  with* 
6at  caufe  or  inftigation.  And  indeed  this  plea 
is  a  true  ftroke  of  the  Devil ,  for  though  the 
way  to  deftrudion  be  far  more  craggy,  and  in* 
finitely  fuller  of  precipices,  than  the  way  to  life». 
witne^  mens  breaking  through  infamy,  the  ha- 
tred of  their  Friends,  the  diijpleafure  of  thdr 
Relations,  the  fences  of  Modefty,  the  (com  of 
Angels ,  the  indignation  of  a  codiiimng  Fire, 
to  get  at  (in ,  witnefs  the  venturing  fometioxs 
their  Fortunes^  fometimes  their  Lives,  (bmetimes 
their  Reputation,  fometimes  the  ruine  of  their 
Families,  to  pleafe  the  Devil  i  yet  the  broad - 
way  being  down,  whereas  the  ftraight  is  up  the 
hill,  his  perfuafiicHi  prevails  the  (boner,  that  the 
former  is  infinitely  more  facile  and  eafie  5  and 
thus  he  a(jper(es  and  (eeks  to  cradi  the  Credit 
of  thb  (potlefs  Virgin ,  Cbnfideration ,  the  joy 
of  Angels,  the  envy  of  Devils,  the  off-(pring  oi 
God,  and  the  great  Ladder  whereby  men  muft 
climb  to  Heaven,  and  hard  it  mxA  be,  though 
nothing  be  more^afie :  'cb  a  thing  portable,  and 
is  alway  to  be  had  )  it  *s  always  in  (eafon  1,  zh 
ways  at  hand ,  always  within  call,  no  burtheri 
in  a  Journey,  no  load  in  a  Voyage,  men  may 
carry  it 'with  them  where  ever  they  go  ^  when 
they  are  travelling,  when  they  fiay  at  home  j  in 
company,  and  out  of  company  ^  when  they  are 
walkings  when  they  are  fitting  down  ^  when 
they  goto  bed,  when  they  rife  5  they  need  not 
run  TCyond  Sea  to  ^tch  it ,  nor  evolve  many 
9oo|a  ^0  be  Mailers  of  it  j  they  need  not  fail 

to 


to  ihic  AHtip9des  to  ^ompais  .it|.  nor  dig  undcir 
giroiqnd  fib  iiod  it;^  rhey.  oe^f^  not  ran&ck.the 
Imilte^lio  ^orich  theoifeives  wi^t^  it,  i3or  veoture 
(faip-^Mrxacks  to  i>riQg  it  boqiei  tbey  need  not 
i^i Lantls  and  tioilies  to  pui-cbaie  it,  nor  ruo^ 
tfae^  Halsardrof  Sword  .and  nr^  tp^  (ecure  it  s  they< 
Dcedi  not  ^clam^r  .Moiintaiss  po  poifefs  it,  nor 
iferade^  tblQii^  KxV^s  to  Inherit  j^  They  carry 
thisTiieafmie  in  thfeifibQartSy  aod  it  muO:  be  meet 
fliig|;iflmefs*tf  they  \tetk  lie.  t^F^  and  make  no 
vSmatk.  Tbe6c^:i9  bid  uQi^^the  afbes,  and 
tbe^^nised  iiut  ftib  it^  and  blo\|i^  k  ,  and  it  will 
iitdK^iiaaie  out  9  addK^od  hath  nude  the  duty  (b 
esrfie^oa  purpofe,  ?tbat  men  mjg^  qot  bedeh}* 
ded  by  the  Devil^  ijiiO. a  belief  :€)(^jt^  io^Qifibi* 
|».  ;Siara»ge:ftupkHty/  theyi5Jp.iiji9t' th^ink  it 
J^;g  kb'dijcb  carry  Talents  of  Laj^u  q^jMoumains  of 
3;^  Sinf  on.thor  backbi'^aittJ  yet  tl^y  difjik  CoojSdft- 

f^^^K?  a.huthfiil  Friw^j;  vvould  je|l  tbecp  how  t9 

%^  be  vul(of:.(illxait!rhew^y tl.oad  .tbey^lj^ar,  a  Logd^ 

vvdiichi  wouid  iointediately  (in|f:  tbi^m  into  HeU^ 

_^  but  (that  the  Devil  ptu^iioder  bisSipulder,  and 

I'^lief^xAeci  to  carry  i^  and  fp  thi^y  *  feel  it  nOt. 

Tdioyi donot  think  it bdrd  to  4^ intp Hell,  and 

yetitheyrtbink  Coofideration  l]kard,fWbicb  would 

tttaeh  them  a  way  kow  £0  ^uenpb  it^f t  fire.  They 

do  not:  think  it  haid  t»  be  pppf^^'4  by  a  c^qQ: 

bloody  Ufurper,  and  yet  tb^y;  t)j4nk  Cpnfider^- 

tion  hard,  which  would  (hew  tji^ai  how  they 

might  ihake  off  that  yok^,  wk^  neither  they 

nor  their  Fore^fathers^  were  «vi^  able  to  b^, 

LooJk 


^*^. 


tir  cotiuDeeatiiii.        m^r 

lioofc  hdw  laborious  the  Priefts  of  Baal  ate  m 
the  Worfhip  oftheir  God  ?  They  cut  themfelv^s* 
with  Lancers  fil^ the  blood  gti&out  tipoa  them^t 
They '  do.  not  tliirik  it  bard  '^  bked^  yet  tfckifc 
it  hard  to  leave  ForQicaticMi'  ^Eheldokiters,  JB/T 
44«  12, 12.  fee '^hktpftins^d|r  take.  TheSmn^^ 

mlh  theTofJgs  boiJyvmkfthin'the^coMliy  dvai  fs-i 
Jkivnetb  it  tUth-hahMmrf^  and ^'M^th  it  t^ttk^ 
fiftUgfh  of  Tots  drf*s\^  yea^  he  -A^  hUmff'y^  and  h^^ 
ftreHgfh  faihth^  Af  akinkif  no  xiMtr^  and  n  fainU ' 
The  Carpenter  ftteteheth  out  hi^  R*fe,  he  markffb 
it  ioUt  nath  a  Lineihtfitteth  if^th^aim^  he  mark: 
efhit  OHt  i^th  the  Compafs^  akd'tnak^h  it  after^ 
l^e  fignre  ef  aiktm^  according^ M^  the  Beanty^  (f^ 
d  many  that  if  may  remain  in  the  Hmje.  Thfethey 
do  not  thtnle  hard,  yet  thiftbfcif-deniat  iii  cii 
btloved  paffiott-  hard  ^   a.  tnie  emblenie  <)f  d^ 
unconverted  finners  in  general.    Thfey  do  tifeii' 
think  it  hard  to  obey  every  little  Slave,  every 
(illyLufl',  every  cdrtino»n.Soldiei-,  in  that  Camp, 
of  which  themf^lyes  might  be  the  Generals  3  and 
yet  tiiey  think  Oobfiaeration  h*«l,  \l>hidh  Wddld 
fi^  them  from  tfcat Tyranny,  awS  jAsquaint  t^^W 
#itli  a  way  hQW  thfey  might  Bieffc^s  And  PttSfBf 
unto  God,  and'ffifheasthieStafS'ift  rtie4JHlwa^^ 
'mefatior  ever.  ";--^V^>  ^-^^^  §^ 

■  O-  men  xxamtc^'  and  flow  of  h^aif t  to  beti(E!vid 
all  that  the  Prophets  hav^  fp0kfei/i   you  t^at 
have  courage  to  tneet  an  Army  ^tlj^  field,  and^^,;^ 
to  Xi{&  Jab's  ex^effiori,  have  cdf^dt^ce  to  tangk   r* 
at  the  glitterif/g  Jpear  and  the  ^ield^  Job  3^»  .^gjt-   f 

fdjSL  that  have  courage  to  ptew  the^a,  toil8&  <^> 


^ 


^Canon,  to  mock  a  (bower  of  Arrows,  toftand 

a  VoUy  of  Shot,  to  fight  Duels,  to  expofe  your 

lives,  to  lay  Stege  to  a  Fort,  to  endure  the  noiie 

of  Gum,  to  hear  the  clafhiog  of  Swords,  to  lie 

on  the  cold  ground  many  nights  together,  or  to 

have  an  Arm  c^  C^eg  cut  off  to  preferve  the 

(bonder  parts  of  your  Bodies  j  you  that  have 

courage  to  do  all  this,  and  da  not  think  it  hard, 

(bail  you  think  Confideration  hard  >  even  that 

^i^  Con&leration  that  would  make  you  live  like 

U    men,  and  free  you  from  the  rubbifb,  the  lapfed 

^^F     pofterity  of  J^/nr  lies  groaning  uqder:  you  that 

"^  dp  things  every  day  almoft-  much  harder,  and 

much  more  diflScult  than  Confideration  is,  will 

you  (cruple  that  which  may  be  performed  with 

'    greater  ^fe ,  and  jwhich  you  are  more  oblig'd 

to^  than  adventurii^  on  the  Dangers  [  have 

mentioned?' 

.    IL  Impediment. 

If.  L0ve  of  the  World ,  W  being  contnm^y 
-  employ  d  about  fenfud  objeSs.  This  is  another 
impediment  of  Confideration.  And  indeed  we 
need  not  wonder  to  (ee  men  negledful  and  care^ 
lefs  of  this  great  and  nece(iary  work>  when  the 
World  takes  up  their  hearts,  and  engroiies  their 
aflfeftions  s  wl^n  we  (ee  how  all  their  Plots,  De- 
figns,  Contrivances,  Dcfires  are  for  the  World, 
and  when  they  mind  onely  flejbly  things^  as  the 
Apoftle  phrafes  it,  Phil.  3. 19.  This  was  well 
expreffed  by  the  antient  Parable ,   in  which  a  . 

Traveller/^ 
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Traveller  is  reprcfented,  fleeing  from  the  fierce^ 
nefi  and  rage  of  an  Unicom,  but  as  he  flees,  ht 
falls  into  a  Pit,  and  rolling  down  lays  hold  on  the 
bough  of  a  Tree,  and  now  thinks  bimfelf  (ecure 
from  all  danger.  But  as  he  looks  about,  be  be- 
holds two  Moles  corroding  the  root  of  the  Tree, 
he  holds  by,  and  underneath  him  a  Dragon  fpic- 
ting  fire ,  and  threatning  to  devour  hiin,  ^and 
on  both  fides  of  him,  four  Serpents  hiffing,  and 
in  the  midft  of  all  this  danger  feme  Honey  trick* 
ling  down  from  the  Tree ,  with  the  fweetnefi 
of  which,  and  agreeablenefs  to  his  pallate,  he 
is  fo  taken,  and  ravifh'd,  that  he  forgets  his  fears, 
and  rejoyces,  though  (urrounded  with  fo  many 
implacable  enemies.  The  Unicorn  is  Death  i 
the  Pit  is  the  World  i  the  Tree  mans  life  j  the 
two  Moles  day  and  night  3  the  four  Serpents 
the  four  Elements  man  is  coinpos*d  of  s  the  Dra* 
gon  is  the  Devil;  and  the  Honey  volrkptuouf- 
nefs^  or  the  fweetnefi  and  plealures  of  the 
World. 

What  Tmean  by  the  World,  none  can  bie  ig- 
norant of,  that  hath  either  read' ^^hat  wife  men 
iiave  written  concerning  it ,  or  hiithiieard  the 
Word  of  the  Gofpel  founding  iiP  bis  ears :  For 
indeed,  it  s  not  the  leafl  p^rt  w  6Ur  Commiffion 
to  dehort  and  dilTuade  men  from  fixing  their 
affedions  on  thefe  fublunary  chjt&s ,  and  but 
that  continual  inculcating  of  the  fame  thinj 
would  make  our  Auditors  naufeate  the  mol 
wholefome  Leflbns^  we  could  not  do  them  great- 
er 


ev  fervicea  than  by  csakiog  fuch  Dehor tatipfi^ 
^tl^e  perpetual  fubje^  of  our  Sernions. 

All  that  is  10  the  World,  i?  the  li$ft  oftk^^, 
and  the  luji  of  the^  ytes^  and  the  fride  oflife^  faith 
.th;?  great  Divine,;Ljf^^;^2.4i6»  Whatever;' cm^- 
wrd  objed  fqye3  to  gratifie  fenfe,  wh^tjjyer 
y^e,  below  is  piofl:  commonly  delired  and  lu{]r- 
€4  aff er,  wha):  jsy ^r .  makes  for  fatis&ftion  .of  the 
^e(bf.  or  of  our  fepfpal  appetite,  all iscogpriq- 
iiended  under  this  name.    ;   ; 

And  indeed  it  i^  with  thefeworklly  cp»p£ibrt$, 
as  it  is  with;  the  Qarden  of  Ede^^  \  fbme  are  feu* 
food,  fome  for,  trials,  (bme  to  keep  t)ur  Bpqies 
ierviceable  tppur  iSoi^sj  fome  to  prove  our  Spuls, 
■whether  they'll  rqft  on  thefe. broken  Reeds^  or 
ieek  reft  and  acquielcence  iq  him>  that  is.th^ 
Crieator  of  9II-)  And  accordin^y  the  Almightf 
thought  fit  tp  limit  .the  ufq  of  thefe  tf^rgftri^f 
felicities',  ^n^^^QJigmfie  in  hi$  VYord,  th^t  bi^ 

intent  io  gijY^^gr  ^^ffi)  ^^^r  ^H?^  ^^Y  (houlcl  be 
our  fervants,  not  our  matters;  that  he  delignd 
thepi  as  adyaptagf^^tp  us,  ^lot  hjinderances  in 
ackiiriogaji^ai^CNrjng  the  immenife  gcodqe^  ,ap4 
b^nty  gi  .Qp^  and  that .  be  a^ppoiqted  xhi^m 
for  our  ufe^  ijq  ^i^r ,  than  they  would  %ye 
to  promote  |l^  j^qzfy ,  and  the  eternal  •  felic^y 
of  our.  imnio^^  gouls.  Tbt$>t he  Saiijits .  q(  ^ 
uoderftqQd,  who  therefore  wi^re.  very  fp^ng 
\n  tjb§  iife  of  jih^  outward  comforts »  ipt  i^t 
of  being  delod^d  by  them  inta,fondnef$?. nay, 
(bme-^b  ;dr^;i^d  falling  in  love,  with  tbde  ^1- 
kftive5;>  that  they  did  totally  deny  themielves^ 

iff 
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in  the  ufe  of  thetb,  zsStJahn  the  Baptip^  who 
had  no  Houfe  but  the  Defert,  no  Ghamber  but 
the  hole  of  a  Rock  s  he  fowed  not,  ndth»  did 
he  reap,  ndther  gather  into  bslrnes,  he  nfed  fi6 
Wine,  no  TaWe,  no  ddicious  Couch  ^no^  Bed 
made  of  thp  fofteft  phimes  s  hislbrm,  hb  Tiible, 
and  his  Bedchamber  were  the  cold  ground.  -^Hft 
Wild  Fowl  was  Locufts,  his  Cake  wild  Honey, 
the  rich  Cup  ,  he  drank  in,  the  hollow  op  his 
hand,  and  hii  Wine  was^  Water  of  the  Neighs 
fcouring  Brook.  He  took  tiotice  indeed  of -the 
Creators  Wifdbmin  thefe  dutward  objeds,,  but 
was  afraid  to  ptit  them  in  his  bofom,  for  fear, 
like  Snakes  warmed  by  his  vital  beat,  they  ihould 
fting  htm  into  atlf^pidemicalSickneis.  Buther^ 
we  find  men  generally  live  the  reverfe  6f  God -s 
defigns  and  intentions ,  and  ih'  ftead  of  tifing 
thefe  viiible  comforts  in  order  to  rf  greater  ehd, 
they  make  that  their  home,  which  wiSihtendfed 
onely  for  their  Inn,  and  are  for  erefting  Tabej?- 
nades  to  dwell  there,  whidi  God  defign  d  otA^^h 
a  thorowfere.  /   '  ::- 

,  And  to  this  liijhappine& ,  prepofterous  edu- 
cation, which  moft  men  are  fufc/jeO:  to/doth  vfc- 
y  much  contiibifte.  For  whereas  we  (houM 
e  educated  into  Reafon ,  and  a  right  appre- 
henfion  of  things',  we  are  ufually  educated  ih- 
to  fenfe  and  deceptions  5/ andihofethat'have  the 
care  of  us ,'  aiii^  fhould  teach  us  felPdeniaf  in 
thefe  outward  things,  and  by  that  means  efegage 
Our  Souls  to  fix  6^  nobler  objefts,  do  comiScm* 
ly  prefent  us  with  nothing  but  ienfual  fitisfai^- 

.     ■  ions: 


I 


io8       %f^<BimfiM) 

ens.  AH  their  DiicouHes  to  us  are  of  the  World, 
and  of  the  magoifioence,  greatnefi,  (pleodor,  and 
ravi(htng  afpefts  of  thefe  outward  gaieties  3  and 
thefirft  principles  they  teach  us.  are  how  to  pleafe 
ienfe,  and  to  pamper  our  appetite  5  and  though 
now  and  then  they  teach  us  Ibme  little  Notions 
of  Divinity,  yet  it  is  in  fuch  a  fenfual  way,  that 
it  amounts  to  no  more»  than  a  formality  and  di- 
vertifement,  and  being  a  thing  that  s  taught  by 
the  by,  it  makes  little  or  no  imprelfion  upon  our 
z&Gtiom.  The  firft  thing  we  (hould  be  taught, 
(bould  be  poverty  in  the  midft  of  plenty,  and 
the  art  of  being  contented  without  carnal  ea(e 
and  fatisfadion,  of  bearing  in  juries  and  reproach* 
es,  of  doing  things  contrary  to  our  natural  de- 
fires,  and  of  de(pi(ing  all  things  that  make  for 
the  pampering  ot  the  fle(h.  We  ftiould  be  edu« 
cated  into  a  love  of  Sackcloth  and  Ai^es ,  and 
doing  that  which  flefli  and  blood  hath  the  great* 
eft  averfion  from.  So  the  ancient  Chriftians 
taught  their,  children,  and  that  made  them  (uch 
excellent  Saints ,  but  our  firft  inftrud):ions  are 
things  of  a  different  nature.  This  fine  Coach, 
and  thofe  rich  Trappings  3  this  curious  Garden, 
and  that  commodious  Seat  3  this  Necklace  of 
P^arl,  and  that  gliftering  Diamond  5  this  French 
Di(b,  and  that  pungent  fauce  3  this  filk  Coat, 
and  that  velvet  Cap  5  this  mans  ftately  Train, 
and  the  others  fplendid  R.etinue  i  this  mans  Fea- 
thers, and  the  others  coftly  Veftment.  Thefe 
^re  the  things  we  are  firft  of  all  inftru&ed  to^ 
gaze  on,  and  to  wor(hip. 

But 


But  whatever  difadvantages  men  lie  under  up^ 
on  the  account  of  their  fenfual  education,  one 
wbuld  thinks  when  they  come  to  the  full  u(e  of 
their  reafbn^  and  are  capable  of  under  (landing 
the  vanity,  eiDptine%  unconflancy  of  the(e  low-t 
er  objeds,  and  of  apprehending  that  they  were 
onely  intended  as  Ladders,  to  raife  them  intd  . 
contemplations  of  their  great  Benefado^  in  Hea* 
yen,  when  they  arrive  to  this  ripenefs  of  under- 
(landing,  come  out  of  their  Apprenciceflbip^  Cci 
up  for  themfelvea,  i)ecome ,  as  it  were ,  their 
6wn  Makers,  and  enter  upon  the  pofleffion  of 
that  Eftate^  which  before  was  managed  by  o- 
thers}  one  would  think j  Ifay^  they  (hould  thed 
begin  (as  there  is  commonly  an  alteration  of  our 
temper^  upon  the  alteration!  of  our  conditions 
and  fortunes)  to  fe&ifie  thoie  (enfual  principlesi 
which  their  Nurfes  and  Tutors  have  (hbd  intd 
them,  and  wa(h  away  the  ftains  thofe  fond  Ma« 
flers  (as  indeed  men  may  be  kiil'd  by  kindneiTes^ 
and  hke  that  Olympian  Vi&or ,  be  ftified  with 
Pofites^   have  unluckily  imprinted  on  theic 
Souk 

But  alas  I  there  ar£  fo  Very  tew^  that  haVin^ 
gone  thus  far,  ftop^  and  attempt  to  captivate 
their  appetites  to  the  obedience  of  BLeafon  and 
Religion^  or  feek  to  elevate  their  Souls  above 
the  dung  and  trouble  of  the  World,  according 
to  the  intent  of  their  Maker,  that  mod  men  fink 
deeper  and  xleeper  into  the  gufph  of  fenfual  de- 
fires,  open  the  gates  wider,  make  the  dobr  lar^. 
ger  for  fenfual  fatisfadion  to  enter  in  5  nay^  if 

I  h 
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it  be  modeft  and  loth  to  enter,  compel  it  to  come 
in,  and  give  their  fpirits  an  infiifion  of  airnality, 
water  and  keep  warm  the  feed  of  wprldly  in- 
clinations, and  find  out  ways  to  eflcreafc  their 
Thirft,  add  heal  to  their  Fever,  protofce  their 
fcnfual  appetite  to  enlarge  h  felf  ts  Heli,  and 
fearing  they  have  not  beeri  fofficiefltly,  or  faith- 
folly  enough  inftruded  in  the«njoyment  of  theft 
worldly  felicities,  they  try  experiments  and  con- 
clufions  to  find  out  new  fatisfaftions,  and  thus 
plunge  themfelves  into  the  main  Sea ,  beitig 
charmed 'by  the  Stin-beams  playing  and  glitter- 
ing upon  the  water,  and  curling  of.  the  Waves  i 
and  the  impreffions  which  were  made  on  the 
Wax,  when  foft  and  traftable,  remain  when  k 
is  grown  harder  ,  and  now  by  a  contitiual  hur- 
X.  ^  V  ry  of  worldly  cares  and  bufinc^s,  whidi  they 
^'^'  are  content  to  admit  of,  they  make  their  Souk 
the  feaft  object  of  their  (oHcittide  5  and  were 
they  ask'd,  as  that  profane  Duke ,  Whai  the) 
think,  of  Heaveft}  its  like  they  would  anfwcr 
in  his  language,  or  think  fo,  or  at  leaft  aft  as  if 
they  thought  (6,  That  they  havefi  much  bnfnefi 
on  Harthf  that  they  cannot  thifik.cf  Heaven.  Thus 
their  very  fpirits  become  flefti,  and  their  Souls 
turn  to  earth  as  well  as  their  Bodies.    And  the 
tindure  of  carnality  in  thetp  is  fo  ftrong,  that 
like  petrifying  waters,  which  turn  all  things 
thrown  into  them  into  ftone,  or  a  lapideous  ftib- 
ftance,  it  makes  all  the  thoughts  that  come  in 
to  their  minds  fubfervicnt  to  their  worldly  In- 

tcreft. 

Whence 


Whence  it  comes  to  paG^  that  their  mmds  be* 
ing  akogether  fenfiia),  itnpregfiated  wiith  world-  _^^^^ 
ly  cares  and  (atis£atdion$,  and  all  their  (acukiesr^^ 
impioy'd  m  camrtving  how  to  get  a  gl'eater    W 
fliare  of  Eacihthan  they  have  already ,  or  dt    q^ 
teaft  to  keep  aod  preferve  what  they  have,  there*  ip^ 
is  no  room  for  tins  Cooiidersition  of  their  fpiri- 
ttkal  eftate  ot  emditton.     They  hearked  tdf 
Dothtng  with  any  zeal,  or  attention,  or  Ufe,  that 
doth  not  carry  either  Come  worldly  profit  or  plea*  ^  ^ 
lure  with  it ,   and  that  which  charms  or  winir^  ^^ 

thcfli,  muft  be  the  mufickof  temporat  hxtcreft.  Xv^ 
As  tte  Wolf  in  the  (able  bdng  fent  to  School^'^ 
to  learn  to  (pdl,  coald  make  nothing  of  all  that^^ 
was  faid.  to  him,  but  Sheep.    His  mind  ftili  ranfi^  C 
upon  that,  and  consequently  was  faardend  a;;:\^J^: 
gkcifl:  aQ  other  fuggefttonsi 

Confideration  bow  they  ^11  be  iaved  here- 
after 1  there  are  no  Lands  to  be  brought  with  ir^  .;.   t 
no  Maonors  to  be  purdjas'd,  no  Houfes  to  bd  '^^- 
hxxAu  no  Countries  to  be  conquered ,  no  Hop    |  " 
nours  to  be  got  by  it*    It  brings  in  no  Richer,    i  P 
itfilknotthrar  Coffers  with  Gold  and  Silvery  itf    ^  ^^^ 
doth  not  give  them  refped  and  credit  with  Prin^       ^ 
cesj  and  Men  of  Quality ;  it  doth  not  cover 
ifaeirTaUes  with  dainties  and  delicacies ;  it  deftfar 
not  furnifh  them  with  portions  for  their  Chil*^ 
dreir^  it  doth  not  feed  their  belltes^  nor  pu< 
tbettt  into  a  condition  to  tie  on  beds  of  Ivory, 
Off  CO  be  dad  like  Diz/e/,  With  fiik  and  purple  $ 
It  doth  not  maintain  tbrir  great  Retinue  ^  nor 
frekm  them  wi«b  foft  A'n-s  s  it  doth  not  pro- 


\^. 
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vide  for  their  Families,  nor  keep  up  their  pomp 
and  grandeur:  were  itliich  a  powerful  thing 
as  the  Philofifhers  Stone  is  fabled  to  be,  and  did 
it  enable  them  to  turn  their  Iron  into  Gold,  and 
did  it  make  their  Trade  to  flourifb,  and  did  it 
make  their  Garners  full,  affording  all  manner  of 
(lore ,  and  caufe  fuch  fruicfalnefs  among  their 
flockf^  that  their  Jbeep  might  bring  forth  thonfands 
and  ten  thonfands  in  their  flreets  5  did  it  raife  them 
to  the  power  of  Senacherihj  to  the  magnificence 
of  Nebnchadnezar^  to  the  pleafures  of  Solomon  j 
did  it4)romife  a  Kingdom,  and  whifper  in  their 
ears,  that  they  (hould  enjoy  eafe  and  pledty  ^ 
without  all  peradventure,  nothing  (hould  have 
(b  much  of  their  care  or  hearts,  as  con(ideratioQ 
of  their  ways :  But  having  none  of  the(e  baits, 
and  their  hearts  being  fix'd  on  the  World,  they 
can  find  no  time  for  this  exercife.  As  well  inay 
a  worm^take  pleafure  in  the  (bund  of  a  Fiddle 
or  a  Horfe  deHght  in  Arithmetick  ,  or  an  Oxe ' 
divert  him(elf  with  the  (ight  of  a  well-order'd  ' 
Army,  as  fuch  men  (et  time  apart  for  their  recol- 
ledion,  andwhateverpregnancy  theremaybein 
the  motives,  a  judicious  perfon  doth  alledge,they 
cannot  attend  (uch  motions. 

Gannor,  did  I  (ay  }  They  will  not  allow  them** 
felves  time  to  retire  and  confider,  that  they  have 
fuch  things  as  Souls,  m  that  thefe  Souls  are  capa-- 
ble  of  punifbment  and  glory,  when  they  (hake 
hands  with  their  old  companions ,  their  Bodies. 
They  think  that  time  mif-fpent  that  bbeflrowed 
upon  Confideration  of  another  WiorkJ ,   and 

wha( 
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what  minutes  or  hours  are  taken  from,  their  flefii^ 
ly  i^tisfadionS)  or  from  prolecuting  their  world- 
ly'Concerns,  they  look  upon  as  flung  away. 

By  worldly  concerns,  I  do  not  onely  mean 
bufluefles  withan  Eftate,  or  Trade,  or  Family, 
or  Office,  or  (en(ual  Pleafiires  caufe,  but  bufi-^ 
nefi  of  Study  and  Learning  too  ^  and  one  may 
be  as  much  taken  upwithhisftudy,  as  another 
is  with  his  Trade ,  and  confequently  be  very 
loth  to  allow  any  time  for  this  Conlideration  we 
fpeak  of.  To  be  (tudious,  and  yet  inconfiderate, 
im[Jies  no  contradidion ;  and  a  man  m^y  con- 
template Cod,'and  Heaven,  and  the  whole  Cre- 
ation, and  yet  not  contemplate  them  in  order 
to  a  holy  preparation  for  another  life,  or  with 
an  intent  to  mortifie  his  (ins  and  corruptionsi 
and  to  imitate  God  in  holinefi,  without  which, 
it  cannot  be  Gonfideration  ^  and  the  beft  name 
we  can  give  it,  is  an  empty  fpeculation :  fo  that 
a  Spiritual  Meditation  may  be  but  a  worldly 
bufinefi,  if  that  which  puts  me  upon  it  be  my 
profelfion;  -  whereby  I  get  a  livelihood  i  if  that 
which  makes  cue  (kidy  and  meditate,  be  tem- 
poral profit,  or  honour,  or  applaufe^  if  it  be 
iiot  undertaken  with  an  intent  to  edifie  my  own 
Soul,  as  wellas^  the  Souk  of  others,  if  it  be 
done  either  to  pleafe  the  fancy  ,  or  to  pleafe 
the  gentle  l^eader ,  by  publifliing  it  to  the 
World. 

And  indeed,  where  worldly  concerns  fill  all 
the  Chanels  of  the  Soul,  there  can  be  but  ve- 
jy  little  employment  for  (erious  Confideratton* 

1 3  A 
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A  continual  hurry  of  bu(ine6  (beds  4arkoefi  up* 
pn  the  Soul ,  thruCb  out  thatHEye  whereby:  k 
(^ouy  reQed  upon  ttielf,  and  makes  it  ifiteni: 
pnely  on  things  which  tickle  and  plea(e  the  £[e(fa, 
pnci,  like  Felix  J  when  any  motions,  to,  (er^ui 
CfOniideratioa  arife,  replies,  .Qtf  tfy  w^y  fifr  tbk 
tfn$e^  i$nd  wbetr  I  btvc  a  ctmmnknt  fiafon^  I  mil 
call  for  tbee^KSa  34.  ^S*  This,  as  xh^Babyhnim^ 
(jid  the  Children  ot  Ifrael^  keq)6  ConHderation 
in  captivity,  and  binds  it  up  ia  chains,  that  it  can 
piake  no  rallies,  and  if  at  any  time  it  would  go 
forth  like  Janathan^  to  take  a  View  of  the  dreMt 
fui  Army  of  the  Philifkines^  checks  it,  and 
drives  it  back  into  its  prifon  again,  where  like 
^nie  martial  Prince  it  lies  cooped  up,  and  its 
power  and  valour  remain  unknown  iWMrh^  ^ 
pemies,  that  were  it  loofcy  teoyld  foon  &e);ffis 
qutcknefi  and  energy*.  It  fares  much  withCoQ^ 
iid^tion,  as  with  that  PritMe'^  \\Xf'mXV>f^i)tHkt 
14/  16.  wwdly  cares.andcbtt6rleifes,  lik^jtbole 
gaefts,  when  the  Soul  f«^.  any  fagge(lioos  or 
Invitations  to  ConGderatiOtv^  ^  pr«tem)y  ceadf 
with  excuies,  and  a  thouCatadk  things  are  fretend^ 
t4  why  they  cannot  come,  or  iflsoop  to  the.  grat 
i;ious  ipe0age  or  vocation  i  aiid  thefe:biiai»  aod 
thorns  choke  the  good  reed.tliatl»;thrQwi|^i}tong 
fbeitt  .,.•  4; 

•  Thus  Earth'kee|>s  out  He^^a*  end  the  Worlds 
like  (butters  of  a  Window  ,  excludes  tte  light 
fhat  wofuld  irradiate  the  room  ^  not  but  that  the 
buGnei^  of  our  worldly  callings  may  lawfoUy 
()e  performed,  a^d  follpsir'd  (  *m  ^^  ^i^^  f« 
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tP^k,  ^^  labwr  and  travel  night  and  day ^  rather 
than  be  chargeable  to  others^  2  Tb^0!  3.  8.    But 
where  the  World  is  ipade  a  Coc})  ^nd  Blls  mens 
nioda  as  well  as  tb^ir  h^QcIs ,  and  all  the  time 
jthat  on  be  got,  in  fpent  in  embracing  and  grafp- 
tog  of  it»  it's  impoflibAe  Confideration  (hould 
iind  entertainoiefit  there;  it's  Uj^ejai  heartleg 
prayer  oifiiy^  for  that  can  be  bodied  up,  and  re* 
^Oires  not  much  time,  and  leaves  them  as  world- 
ly w  it  finds  ibem,  and  doth  not  binder  or  crofs 
them  iQ  their  fondnefe  to  the  worlds  which  they 
are  afraid  Confideratipn  will  do.    And  indeed 
they  gweft  aright,for  Confideration,as  Theodotiw 
the  Patriacboi  ConfiantinopU  did  the  Emperor, 
wheQ  a  \iSw  o^t  of  the  Bible  againft  Images 
Wa9  readi  wovild  poll  them  by  the  fleeve,  and 
%,  Hforjfy  and  obey.  This  would  (hake  their 
love,  Q)»Ke  them  opquiet  in  their  amours,  and 
UAiettle  iheir  afiei^iofis ,  poll  down  that  high 
efteoo  they  have  of  the  world,  and  make  them 
fee  that  tb^re  k  x\p%  that  beauty,  that  glory,  or 
that  hapivoefs  in  thiqgs  below,  which  their  (ickly 
faney  dream'd  of  ^  it  would  (hew  them,  that  all 
thefe  Qandes  are  bnt  a  Pit  coyerVl:  with  corious 
fiowerft)  wb^r^pieople  ipay  irrecoverably  peri(h, 
if  taken  with  t^he  trf  acberoo^  (lowers  they  fmell 
<Q»  aod  admire  their  odoor  and  fiagranc)^.    \t 
iROUld  (hew  thiem  the  vanity  pf  heaping  op  riches, 
when  they  know  pot  who  (ball  inherit  them, 
and  repre^nt  onto  them  the  folly  of  flatterici^ 
their  Sools  with  an  Bd$^  Bib^^  Lude ,  Soul^  uJ^: 

tj^inc  eaji ,  eat  s  drini^  and  he  merrj  ^  thou  htji 

I  ^  pfnci 


ptH^  goods  laid  up  for  many  years.    It  Would 
(bew  then)  how  fdlfe ,  how  periflbabie  all  thefe 

:<  outward  pott)fb|rts  are,  and  that  they  have  (bme- 
jhing  mpre  than  this  deceitful  World  to  look 
after.  Confideration,  like  a  faithful  Countellor; 
)voutd  undeceive  them  in  their'  fond  opinions 
of  this  treacherous  Friend,  difcover  to  them  his 
bafe  deftgns,  the  mifchiefs  he  drives  at  under  all 
bis  fmiles,  the  Serpent  that  lies  under  thofe  green^ 
berbs,  and  bid  them  beware  of  him.  Confide- 
ration  like  the  \\ont{ijohaftaft^  Jer.  40.  14, 15. 
who  told  Gedaliah^  that  IJhmael  was  not  the  man 
he  tqok  him  for ,  would  open  the  Cave,  and 
(hew  them  the  rparing  Lioi),  and  afTure  them 
that  the  E^eaft  is  not  fo  harmlefs^  as  they  are  apt 
tq  imagine,  not  (b  fit  to  play  with,  as  it's  (eeof- 
f  ng  fafehefs  would  make  them  believe,  put  fuch 
js  tl|e  lore  they  bear  to  the  World,  that  they 
are  jealous  of  all  things  that  would  fubvert  their 

'  }ove,  and  hate  Confideration  as  an  Enemy,  be^ 
caufe  they  are  afraid  it  will  difbompofe  thofe 
jcmbraces ,  and  break  the  league  between  them, 
smd  thefe  earthly  fatisfadtions ,  and  put  their 
hearts,  that  lie  clofe  to  the  World,  but  of  their 
place,  difpofTefs  them  of  their  earthly  minded^ 
taefs,  and  prqmpt  thein  to  lay  up  id  ftor^,  for  th^m^ 
^1  ves  a  gqod  fqundation  againft  the  time  to  come^ 
^nd  lay  hold  pn  eternal  life.  A  ftrange  fond* 
hefs  this  (  which  dofth  not  onely  marry  the  heart 

*  ptito  the  World,  apd  makes  them  /a?^,  omfiejh^ 

biit  iencis  out  fpie;  to  watch  againft  all  the  en- 

cieavours  gf  this  faithful  Monitor,  2/1$.  Confi*. 
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deration,  that  it  may  not  break  the  match;  ch- 
di&ahft  the  bond ,  or  make  the  heart  fenlible 
of  its  adulteries, 

O  God  I  how  is  thy  (imilitude  th  Man  de«- 
faced  ^  how  is  that  glorious  Image  thou  didit 
once  (hed  into  his  breaft ,  blotted  and  defiled  } 
Is  this  the  man  that  receivd  a  Soul  to^mindHea. 
ven  moft  ?  Is  this  the  Man,  over  whom  thou  didft 
ipread  thy  skirts ,  whoie  nakednels  thou  didft 
cover,  and  with  whom  thou  didft  enter  into  an 
everlafting  Covenant,  whom  tboa  doft  draw  by 
cords  of  love ,  whole  Soul  thou  didji  betroth 
unto  thee  for  ever  in  righteoufnefs^  and  in  judgment ^ 
and  in  lowng  kjndnefs^  and  in  mercies  ^  HoC  2. 
1 9.  Is  this  the  man  about  whole  creation  thoi| 
didft  confult,  and  about  whofe  make  the  Holy, 
Ble0ed ,  and  Glorious  Trinity  enterd  into  de- 
liberation ?  who  would  have  thought,  that  the 
favour  would  ever  have  been  forgotten,  or  that 
thise^traorditiary  way  of  forming  him  would  ever 
have  been  razd  out  of  his  memory  ?  who  would 
have  thought  that  after  this  mark  of  Gods  love 
be  would  have  loved  any  thing  beOdes  God,  or 
who  would  have  expected  lels ,  than  bis  iatire 
dedicating  himfelf  to  hts  Maker  after  fuch  ori- 
u(ual  care ,  and  induftry  of  the  Deity  }  FaUe 
treacherous  Man !  Is  the  World  become  his  Ma- 
tter }  is  his  Servant  become  his  Sovereign  ?  and 
is  that  which  was  intended  for  his  Footftool,  be- 
come his  Throne,  whereon  he  braves  all  the  me(^ 
(ages  of  grace  and  pardon  }  Shall  fo  great  a  Soul 
[}e  Swarded  tp  (q  oiean  a  §laye  }  fo  great  a  Spirit 

joynd 
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joy n'd  to  (b  pitiful  a  Vaflal  >  md  (ball  that  whuh 
was  defend  for  him  to  traiqple  op,  and  dd'pife, 
dohiineer,  and  tiie  him  like  a  f^riibn^r,  put  fei> 
lets  about  his  feet,  aod  (hackly  bk  Sou)»^  that  it 
may  not  return  to  that  Hii^^and  to  whom  i(  hath 
fworn  fidelity,  and  promtfed  alkg^ance  and  fubi- 
|edion  >  Unhappy  creatoi e  I  Art  thou  deligned 
to  judge  the  ApoQate  Ang<)s »  and  doft  thou 
make  thy  felf  their  fport?  They  would  dfQad 
thee,  had(^  thou  courage  to  defpife  the  woi:ld,andi 
dofl:  thou  make  thy  ielf  defpicabk  }Q  their  eye§  4 
They  would  falL  at  thy  feet, /and  be  afraiQi  as 
they  were,  at  the  fight  of  Jefu$t  and  4o|[);  thou 
.fiiflfer  them  to  ride  over  thy  bead  ?  Hot»  4ft  tkm 
fdnfrom  He  wen  ^  0  Lucifer^  fin  of  the  m^mmg} 
and  thou  who  hadft  once  power  given  thee  to 

afcend  into  Heaven  y  and  VifithOQt  a  Metaphor) 
to  exah  thjf  Throne  ahope  the  Stars  ofQod^  fp 
dfiend  above  the  beiglabs  of  tke  clouds^  ^nd  to  Ifi 
like  unto  the  mfh  High^  he^  art  thon  broi^ht 
damn  to  HeUi  to  the  fides  of  the  PUJ  how  art  tboH 
cut  dawn  to  the  grounds  how  is  thy  fomp  hougkt 
down  to  the  grave  ^  Ifa.  14..  II»  I3|  13. 

III.  Impedimtnt. 

III.  "Unwitlingnefs  to  port  vpith  their  fins.  This 
certainly  is  the  greateft  Impediment  of  Consi- 
deration, and  the  chidT  canfe  of  mens  ne^«d- 
f ng  this  moft  utisfful  work*  Their  Confcience^, 
or  their  Hearts  mifgive  them ,  that  CouHdert- 

tio&wUI  4jifcov<a:  tl^  deform     ^nd  QdiQuTqefs 
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oftbeiryices,  and  will  put  them  upon  forfak* 
ing  tbeir  darjing  lufl;^  3  they  are  afraid  it  will 
raife  doubta  apd  jealoufies  in  jtbeir  heada  about 
ibeir  prefent  condition ,  difturb  tbem  in  tl^ir 
Aomber^  difcompoie  them  in  their  golden  dr^aias. 
drive  them  from  their  fofts  and  eafe,  and  make 
jtbeir  Candle  burn  dim  and  blue,  which  for  the 
prefent  gives  a  very  delightful  (bine,  and  there* 
^>recbey  ate  loth  to  apply  themfelve^  tair. 
They  look  upon  it,  a^lowre  Grapes  th|it:>^i]I 
fet  their  teeth  on  edge,  though  in  good  tmth 
tbeirfinsare  thoTe  (bwre  Grapes,  which  ftijipefip 
their  reafi3n,'  their  minds,  their  underftandipg^ 
•And  their  will,  deftroy  their  fpiritual  appetite, 
«nd  render  the  bread  of  life  infipid  to.t|»;rp. . 

I  have  U^ard  of  fome  rude  9nd  fa vage  hdhnjt^ 
who  being  dteeotly  cloathed  by  mt  Mer(;ha|]^ 
(^  in  thorownCoan^ry,  it  feems^  they,  knew 
no  other  oroameots,  but  dungjE^nd  fs^roi  P^eafta 
about  theif  naktd  bodies)  aipd  brcwght  )ovtx 
mtoEffgknd^  with  ankitentto  civil»e  them, 
4Dd  make  th«m  Inftrumems,  upon  their  return^ 
to  teach  their  own  Nation  modefty  and  decency) 
ai  they  were  walking  about ^theftrei^tsi^jf  L^n4^n^ 
and  jbehdding  the  fta^dy  Houfes  that  ^dorn  d 
that  goodly^  City,  they  were  obfery'd  to  figh 
^nd  graariji  and  to  look  very  melancholy  >  thoie 
Ifbat  took  notice  t>f  th*m ,  oharitabdy  believed, 
that  their  defe£):ed  looks  were  no  other  but  cha^ 
facets  ofthdr.  mourning  at  their  unhappy  Coun* 
try^meii^  ,who;  were  fltrangecs  to  fuch  Edifices, 
fugliPomp,  iUchQloryrfesb  Plenty,  fuchMag^ 

nificence 
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nificence  and  Gallantry.  But  being  fent  o 
ver  into  their  own  Country  again,  tbey  quickly 
betray Vi  the  realbn  of  their  fighs,  and  fbon  di- 
kovtidy  that  their  melancholy  was  caafed  by 
iheir  being  delivered  from  their  naftinefi,  and 
beaflly  way  of  living :  For  they  were  no  (boner 
come  to  (hore,  but  they  tore  off  their  doaths 
with  indignation,  fell  about  the  necks  of  their 
Country-men  with  joy,  and  betook  themfelves 
to  their  dung  and  guts  again,  and  in  thefe  or- 
naments they  came  triumphing  to  the  EngUJb. 
There  cannot  certainly  be  a  fitter  Emblem  of 
fin,  where  men  are  enamoured  with  it.  They 
delight  in  their  Plague-fores,  re)oyce  in  their 
wounds  and  bruifes,  wounds  not  nomd  Kjp,  nor 
moUiJTd  with  cyntments.  They  are  afraid  of  Plaifl:-. 
ers ,  and  do  fo  defire  to  be  let  alone  in  their 
ixii($fiv ,  that  they  are  jealpus  of  a  Cure  ,  and 
dread  a  Phyfician.  Their  filth  is  fo  pleafing'to 
them,  their  itch  (b  amiable ,  that  he  that  t&vi 
to  free  tfiem  from  it,  attempts  tearing  off  their 
bowels  firom  them,  and  that's  it  makes  them  a** 
fraid  of  Confideration, 

For  indeed,  Confideration  would  anatomize 
their  fin ,  (hew  them  the  venom  that's  fpread 
through  every  part,  (hew  them  who  that  God  is^, 
who  profeffes  him(elf  offended  at  it  §  (hew  them^ 
that  he  who  is  proyok'd  by  it,  is  that  God, 
without  whom  they  cannot  be  happy,  whom  to 
forfake,  is  to  be  milerable,  whom  to  adore,  is  to 
live  in  joy,  whom  to  ferve,  b  to  reign,  wlu>m  to 
fear,  i§  to  betouiet,  whotq  to  know,  is  to  be  glor 
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ribuS)  whom  to  love  is  to  leave  all,  whom  to  de- 
fire  is.  to  be  contented,  whom  to  follow  ^  to 
walk  in  the  right  way,  who  breathed  into  their 
noftrits  the  breath  of  life ,  and  gives  them  the 
meat  they  ^at,  the  drink  they  diink ,  and  the 
doaths  they  pat  en,  that  hath  the  fam'e  power  o- 
ver  them,  :which  the  Potter  hath  over  hisVeflel, 
and  can  create  and  deftroy  them  at  his  pleafare, 
tliatiits  on  the  circle  of  the  earth,  and  before 
whom  all  Nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a  Bucket,  and 
are  accounted  as  the  finall  duft  of  the  ballance,be- 
fore  whom  they  are  nothing,  yea,  le6  than  no* 
thing  and  vanity,  from  whom  all  their  fpirituat 
and  temporal  mercies  do  defcend,  without  whom 
they  could  not  be  one  moment  out  of  Hell,  who 
is  their  beft ,  their  greateft,  and  moft  conftant 
Benefador,  who  let's  hb  Sun  (hine  upon  them, 
and  his  Rain  drop  down  on  chetr  Fields  andPa-* 
ftures}  who  fends  his  holy  Angels  to  watch  their 
fieps,>and  to  keep  them  in  their  ways  $  who  hears 
the  Heavens  for  them,  and  makes  the  Heavens 
hear  the  Earth,  and  the  Earth  to  hear  the  Corn, 
the  Wine,  and  the  Oyl,  and  commands  all  thefe 
to  relieve  them  5  who  preferves  them  from  dan- 
ger, prevents  their  being  hurt,  and  charges  all 
the  Elements  to  fpare  them  j  who  keeps  them 
by  his  Providence,  fupports  them  by  bis  Wif- 
dbm,  proteds  rhemby  his^  power,  and  tbink9 
nothing  too  good  for  them,  if  they  wMl  but  ap- 
prove themfelves  obedient  Children ,  and  live 
like  perfons  who  are  fenfible  of  the  obligations 
of  the  Higheft. 

Con- 
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Confideration  would  let  them  fec^  that  tUvi 
Ood,  who  could: undo  theni»  wooes  cfa(^  to. 
.Hepentance^  and  he  that  could  as  Gidetm  did  the 
Princes  of  Succothy  tear  their  flefli  with  thorns^ 
and  bryers  of  the  Wildernefs,  befoe;cbei  them^^ 
nor  to  ftay  in  Sodam^  and  he  that  oould  as  Dauut 
did  the  AmmmitiSyY^i  them  undei^i  faws^  andf 
under  l^rrows  of  iron^  and  under  axes  of  ironi^ 
feealcs  to  them  to  turn,  as  a  man  fpeaks  to  his 
niefid)  and  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  World 
God  hates  more  than  (in,  and  that  this  is  it  hii 
Soul  abhors,  being  boltnefs  it  ifAf^  a6d  of  infinite 
purity  ^  Confideration  would  let  them  fee,  that: 
their  fin  controls  the  will  and  wtidom  of  that 
Cod,  who  feeds  them,  fets  up  Laws  of  its  .own 
makkg^  in  oppofition  to  thofe  commands,  which 
the  holy  Angels  dare  not  mention  without  tremb- 
ling.«  Tl»s  would  let  them  fee  the  Majefty.  and 
Gloty^T^  that  God  whom  they  do  affrocK  %  a 
Cod  who  charges  his  Angels  with  folly,  and  oil 
wbofe  bright!^  thofe  bldied  Minifters  cannot 
look  without  covering   their  faces  with  thetf 
wings^  and  crying  xjuctn  amazmenty  Holji^hafyf 
holy  L$rd  Qod  &f  tiofts.    A  God  who  covets 
himfelf with  light^as  witba  garmeiit,who  ftretchet 
out  the  Heavens  like  a  curtain,,  who  lays  the 
beams  of  his  chambers  in  the  waters,  who  makea 
the  Clouds  his  Chariots ,  who  walketh  on  the 
wings  of  the  wind,  who  makes  his  Angels  ffmitt, 
and  his  Mintfters  a  Bamtng  fire.    Lttt  up  your 
eyes  on  high ,  and  behold  ,  who  hath  created 
thefe  things,  that  bringeth  out  thek  k>ft  by  num^ 
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ber»  be  calls  them  flll  by  aames,  by  the  great- 
nds  of  his  might. 

^  CoufidtratioD  would  reprefent  to  them  the 
VAftoos  merciefi  and  opportunitks  they  do  flighc^ 
and  how  hard  it  will  be  for  them  to  kick  againft 
thfe  ptkkd  s  this  would  (hew  them  what  refift* 
ing  their  own  mercies  means,  and  what  fighting 
agaioft  their  own  happinefi  imports  ^  hoyiF  bleP 
(Mgs  flighted  will  turn  to  a  carfe,  and  mercies 
iibus 'd  will  aggravate  their  guilt ;  how  ftubborn* 
nds  makes  God  weary  of  (hewing  mercy  5  and 
refufing  to  come  in,  while  the  Gates  are  open,pro- 
i^kes  the  Matter  of  the  Houfe  to  proteft,  That 
the  invited  Guefts  (hail  never  tafte  of  his  Sup- 
per 5  how  opportunities  of  being  ferious,  if  neg* 
lei^d,  may  be  fnatch*d  away,  arid  the  Sceptre 
of  <3nftce )  if  looked  upon  with  contempt  and 
feo^n,  may  never  be  ttretch*d  ibrth  again. 

Oonfideration  would  let  them  fee,  what  grief 
their  (ks  do  caufe  in  Heaven  ^  how  they  make 
the  eternal  God  complain  j  how  loathibme^  bow 
abofliinid>Ie  they  inake  them  in  the  light  of  God, 
and  howthey  trea(ure  up  upto  the  Owners  wratk 
agaifift  the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God.  This  would  (hew 
tfaemChrift  Jefus  on  the  Crofi^  how  that  Beauty 
Ueeds,  how  that  Monarch  (ighs,  how  that  Con^ 
queror  groans,  how  heavy,  bowdejeded,  how 
difconfelaee  (in  makes  him,  how  deep  he  drinks 
of  the  cup  <if  trembling  and  afl:onifliment,  and 
what  exquifite  angui(b  rtie  (ins  of  mankind  caufe 
in  him,  how  (in  puts  him  to  infinitely  greater 
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pains,  thdti  the  rack,  or  gibbet,  or  a  fiery  fuf  na0?j 
or  the  wheel,  and  makes  him  feel  ten  thou£^d 
times  greater  torment,  than  the  malefadors  felt^ 
which  were  cruciBed  with  him,  this  would  be^ 
rpeak  thqm  in  the  language  of  the  Prophet,  W&a 
is  thk  that  comes  from  Edom^  with  dyed  garments 
from  Bozrah  f  Wherefore  is  he  red  in  his  apparei^ 
artd  his  garments  like  him  that  treads  in  the  PVine* 
fat  /» I(a.  63.  i^  a.  This  would  (hew  them^  that 
the  blood  which  trickled  down  from  that  facred 
Head,  trickled  d6wn  upon  the  account  of  their 
follies  and  tranfgreflions  3  that  their  oaths,  ^nd 
curfes ,  and  blafphemies ,  were  the  thorns  that 
prickt ,  his  head*s  that  their  la(civioufiiel&  1  and 
fornications,  and  adulteries,  were  the  fpearsthat 
open  d  his  fide ;  that  their  boldneis  in  finmng, 
their  refolutions  to  be  damn'd,  made  the  tears 
guQi  from  his  eyes  5  that  their  hatred,  their  ma** 
lice,  their  envy,  their  revengeful  defires^  weref 
the  hands  that  did  bufl^t  htm  s  that  their  cove^ 
toufnefb*,  and  worldly-mindednels ,  and  n^le^ 
of  their  duty  towards  Cod  and  Man,  were  the 
Rods  that  fmote  him  9  that  their  evil  thoughts^ 
and  idle  words,  and  extravagant  adioi^,  were 
the  Furies  that  fpit  into  his  face  i  that  their  per-^ 
fidioufnefs,  their  treacheries,  their  hypocrifies^ 
were  the  nails  that  were  ftruck  through  bis  hands 
and  feet  ^  and  that  their  labouring  after  Hell^ 
their  endeavours  to  be  miferable,  their  contempt 
of  the  goodnets  of  God,  maide  hii9  fweat  drops 
of  blood  in  the  Garden  of  G^/^/fir4;ve^  that  their 
delight  in  abufing  God,  and  in  trjampling  on  his 
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t4\M»  Was  that  which. cnadeihihi  ffarieteoiit^'  M 
the afoazemmt'ofi Heaven  an4. Earthy  M^Ghd^ 
myOvd^  whyMjiihBufatfakfnmti  that  tHelkeac 
of  their  Jufts  was  the  caufe  of  ;hi&droUghtf  ^d 
proved  the  gali  add  ytnegar.ihat  Kva!»:giiv.cf]  him 
to  drink  3  that  th^ir  finful  lives  kUKd  hfxi]4  anti 
tl^  deadncfk  16  chity  muiithel'd  \mi  9  t bik  x^fiebt 
impatience  and  fiobelief  hal^  [\sm  to  the  tCrofirj 
jind  their  impenitence  was  the  caule  of  that  pw^ 
pie  fibod^  whioh.the  Angek^ifoir  the  ratfitf  and 
ftraogenefi of  Ji^ .  dc(cended.from Heaven! to  bcM 
hold.  .    ;,t         ; 

*  Goiffiderdtkm;  would  lay  Jjefibtrethdc&alf'lhe 
eurfet  of  th^  Ean^  the  terror^ \  the:  enofihnpcfoii^ 
theforrow  of  hearty  theangmfh^hatohendbdn 
10  the  end ,  the  traobles  '<)f  .Ciiircit(iq&  lit  miil 
raife  ere  k3«g,  the  frights ;  ihe  difqmctBit:>vkitl 
product,  how  it  diftraaed  Br4m:kSfira;^i1l^^it 
difi|itieted  fticitatd  the  Tifrir^^  how  ^td^codi' 
pofed  King  iKfiK^  and  better  knen  than  thefir^fhmp^ 
it  bow'd  doUftk  -Davids  and  i  made  hitago  JiiDmti<« 
injg  all  the  dayilting,  and  roar  ft>r  the  diTquiet^ 
neis  of  his  heart^how  it  made  the  Pttblican>  bluCh^ 
^^fraid  to  lift  up  his  eyes  to  He^ven^  how  it  madd 
likn<  buffet  his  breaft^  and  rready  to  pluck  tbef 
hair  from  his  head«  This  would  reprefeotta 
them  the  flames  that  Dives  felt  ^  and  made  the 
Wretd)  cry  out  for  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  his 
Iftiming  tongue^  This  would  (hew  them  what 
);AMka^6n  doth  caftontheh' under  ftandii^s,and 
tbati  their  foeingbapdzed  into  theCbrtftimi  Fakh^ 
doib  dga^  littlei  except  ifaey  kay e  their  fins  ^ 
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aod  that  they  do  name  the  Name  of  Chiiflr  ia       j 
yaio,  without  they  depart  from  iniqutty.    This      ' 
would  (bew  them  their  error  in  flattering  them^ 
felves  with  the  ho{>e$  of  Gdds  mercy,  and  de*^ 
rootiftrate  to  thein,how  ridiculousit  is  to  beiievei 
that  God  will  pardon  them,  becaufe  they  par-^ 
don  themiebess  tr  that  he  wiU  fo^ive  tfaem^ 
b^caiife  they  are  lothtofufler.  This  woold  ihew 
tbeqi,  diat  God  it^  and  hears  them,  and  will 
judge  them,  and  fee  their  tranfgreffions  in  or%, 
der  before  themv  for  all  the  (eeimng  delay  of  his 
vengeance.  ' 

^   Coaiideratton  wbnkIdi(covertotheibi9iep«ir« 
doiii^nd  recoDCfliatioa  they  oinft  go  without; 
ifr^thsyjdo  notfpeedily  retwn;  the  bleffiogs 
they :  deprive  tisemfeives  of»  the  comforts  rhey 
bid/defittce  tb^  the  Ii^bt,  the  favour  of  God, 
and  ctHe  mercy  of  Chrift  }efus  they  muft  fbr 
ever  •tirant,  acia  l?e  deftitnte  of^  if  rhey  ftie  poe 
lotQ  11)18  arms  with  the  greateft  exjgedition  and 
alaaiiy*  ,  This  would  tell  them  that  if  tbey 
make  Jight  of  iahation^  k  wiU  be  with  them, 
as  with,  one,  who  bath  been  in  want  for  a  long 
time,  and  that  <ky,  (bme  great  ^ate  faHs  to  Yme^ 
he  dies  and  muft  not  enjoy  it  s  or  as  with  a  man    j 
deftituteof  daily  food,  who  is  brought  into  *    ^ 
room,  where  are  the  mofl:  delicate  diCbes,  the 
grea  te(V  dainrtes,  the  mdk  oouriQung  meat,  this    i 
moft  palatable  diflies,   and  yet  mod:  toadi 
none  of  them,  bat  go  away  empty,  and  buagfy^ 
and  (larve  in  the  ibidft  of  dltbtt  plenty.    Tli^ 
would  aggravate  their  fios,  make  them^pmr 
4. « ^v  '         .      *  in    - 


In  their  ptoptr  «h>!oum,  and  (heW  tbit  ttiet  ai^ 
ftp  better  than  Cockatrices  Eggs,  and  $pidef« 
Webj.    Have  opt  yam  feen  the  crafty  Spldet 

^,?!^  1.^!!'  ^""^  ^^^  ^y^  clofe  in  an  aaibulb, 
till  thfi  fflly  nvjdaatled  perhaps  l^ith  theturioflty 
<jF<h€Net,hattens  to  tbofe  unhappy  Labynmh/i 
Jnt  while  (he  b  fporting  her  felf  in  thofe  Chaai' 
tiers  of  death ,  obt  cbtnes  the  MtirHjerer,  and 
Jads  the  Captive  Wretch  in  tif?mflph  home  Cati^ 
^deration  would  (hew  thetn,  that  thus  it  is  wiib 
fin,  and  that  with  much  fair  fpeedij  a$  that  Mar- 
lof,  Pmf.  7.  ii,  32,  ij.  it  caufei  the  nhtitt  t<f 
md,  ttfitb  thefiattermg  of  her  tips  fht  fotm  JUm^ 
mpes  afier  berjiraigbt-wdj.aan  axigoe/  to  the 
Jfdugbter^  or  a  fool  to  tbe  coffe&ioft  of  thfiocir/ 
tiff  a  dmjhr^itkrdt^h  kit  ther,  dt  4  m  ba%i 
u  tkefaafbt  »<«  kfi^hg  that  ft  ^fffrlife. 

.  This  kittdnea  Confideratioh  would  do  theai 
Thus  and  thus  it  would  teU  them  5  and  this  Is 
it  hiett  are  afraid  of.  and  therefore  care  tiot  fof 
J^S'fe*"*^^  K.    Their  fins  ifford  them  p^efent 
latftfadioii,  and  the  pteafare  they,  promife  is  brisfe 
''P'J/^^y  jon  their  fancies  J  their  body  feds  it- 
their  eyes  fee  k,  their  ears  hear  it,  theif  tongue 
tafts  It,  It  tickles  all  their  fehtes,  it  makej  them 
W^it  and  jotial,  and  makes  their  blood  frislj 
a«d  dance  in  their  veim    It  makes  them  forgei 
thcfr  foribwi,  afld  puts  the  evil  day  fiitfUita 
tftettt    It  Is  an  Ofim,  that  takes  away  all  ftnce, 
jnd  ftar,and  they  arfe  not  afraid  though  farround- 
«d  whh  the  greateft  danger  5  it  makes  them  ^o^ 
Oft  a  precipice,  aftd  laugh  white  the  boufe  crack? 
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.  and  is  ready  td  fall  oo  their  beads.  It  makes  them 
drunk,  and  conlequently  inlenOble  of  all  tbofe 
dreadful  things,  which  the  Prophets^and  Apoftfe 
of  God  have  Ipoke  of,  perfeftly  of  the  Temple  of 
Nero^  who  plays,  while  Rame  js  burning,  and 
makes  merry,  while  the  fnjoke  of  the  City  gi^ 
up  to  Heaven.  Frequent  converfe  and  long  ac- 
quaintance hath,  made  their  FrieodQiip  with  fin 
inviolable.  And  ihpwgh  it  is  really  the  greatcfte- 
vil,3nd  the  caufe  of  all  evils  in  the  Worldj  though 
it  murthers  while  tt  laughs,  and  poifons  while  it 
fmiles  and  cringes  ^ .  though  it  is  io  mercilefej  that 
not  contented, to  kill  the  Body,  it  atteippts  the 
^oul  too^yct  haying,like  the  Prophf  t*s£we-Iatnb, 
2  Sam,  12. 3.beennouri(b*d,  and  kept  by  itsowi^- 
ers  For  many  ycaxs,  and  being  grown  up  together 
With  them,  and-liaving  eaten  of  their  meatt\an4 
jlrank  of  theil*  cup,  and  lay  a  in  their  bofQms,^nd 
been  to  them  as  a: Child,  thf  j[bndne6  is  grown^ U> 
great,  that  nothing  can  make  them  willing  to  part 

with  it.  Hence  it  is,  that  Coq^fid'eration  is  look*4 
upon  as  a  (aucy,  ill  bred,  unmannerly  NleiTetir 
ger,  that  would  part  the  d^areft  friends,  divide 
tin  from  their. Souls,  and  caiifea^  Civil  War  io 
their  bowels,  deftroy  the  reigning  power  of  yice^ 
attempt  its  ftrong  Holds,  and  ftorm  its  Fpftifi- 
cations.  They  lie  encircled  in  its  9nn$>  and 
though  they  hang  all  this  while  over  HeU-fire 
by  a  twined  thread,  though  Ood  all  this  whil^ 
(hakes  his  Rod  over  them,  and  while  they  hug 
the  fin,  is  preparing  the  mflrutnents  of  deaths 
and  Whetting  his^Svyord,  and  beadidg  bis  Bow, 

and 
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atid  making  it  ready ;  Vet  it  (ecim,  (bch  is  the 
pf efcnt  hcarts-eafc-fin  affords/ofweetis  thefleep 
it'yield^,  that  men  care  not  for  being  awak*d  by 
Confiderationf  Unhappy  qualification !  Dofl:  thou 
ctjme  to  thy  Friend  at  midnight,  and  knock,  and 
ask  him,  for  three  loaves,  and  will  not  the  Churl 
rife,  und  give  thee  what  thou  wanteft,  not  wit  h- 
ftandfng  all  thy  importunity  >  Thofe  three  loaves, 
what^re  they,  but  the  Underftandtng,  Will  and 
Affections  ofthe  forlorn  (inner?  and  will  he  part 
with  none  of  thefe  to  relieve  thy4ieceflity,or  ra- 
ther io  relieve  his  own  ?  Thoti  only  wameft  them 
to  mak^  him  happy,  and  doth  he  refufe  to  give 
.thee  materials  to  build  him  a  lafttng  houfe,  which 
like  the  cverlafting  hill  can  never  be  moved? 
'  We  (hould  wonder  to  fee  a  man  that's  ready 
to  ftarve  for  want  of  food,  refufe  the  bread  or 
meat  that's  6ffer*d  him  ;  and  wonder  to  (ec  a 
perfon  that's  ready  to  perifti  with  cold,  rejedl  the 
fire  and  doarhing  we  have  prepared  fcrtr  him  j 
and  wonder  to' (ee  one  who  is  blind ,  fcorn  the 
hdp  of  him  that,  would  certainly  rcftore  him 
to  his  fight  i  add  Wonder  to  fee  one  ,  who 
18  faHeti  anjorig  Thieves  and  Robbers,  make 
Hghtof  the  afOftanceof  a  Prince  ,  who  offers 
to  re(cue  h'mi  but  of  their  liand5.  And  dbfl  not 
riiOa  wonder,  Otny  Soul ,  at-  the  infufferablc 
(hipidity  of  finful  men,  that  ehticd  with  the 
milk  and  butter  fwimming  in  a  Lordly  di(h,  en- 
ter inta  a  Tent,  where  they  will  certa'mly  meet 
with  a  nail  and  hammer,  and  yet  are  afraid,  of 
tbat  wl>icb  would- affurcdly  prevent  their  being 
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p49re'4  4ad  jptricken  tbrou|^  their  Teomlesfi 
l^um  ov^r  the^i,  laaneni:  their  wretcheanefi, 
grieve  for  them  ttut  will  qot  gfieve  for  them- 
r^lvcsi  pall  for  Rivers  of  tews,  wifti  for  a  Fouq- 
Min  of  Water !  Behold,  6a  hath. blinded  them> 
C''QQfic}qr9tiQa  vv^uld  opeQ  their  eyes »  but  they 
love  darknefs  better  th^n  I'^ht,    $in  tramforn; 

rh^m  into  the  Ido^  of  the  Heatheoi  and  inakes 
tberp,  that  though  they  have  ey^,  yet  they  fee 
jOQt,  i^ars,  yst  they  hear  not ,  haods,  yet  they 
handle  not^  they  fee  not  tbe^r  own  gogd.  they 
P^e  pot  for  his^Kig  ihofe  lemons,  th^t  would 
jcur)>thfir,in(^dinate  desires,  they  feel  nothing  of. 
,  jbe  pQx^^  of  Godifc  «pd  do  not  love  to  hamil^ 
the  \^vf,  |lio  doth  eitpofe  them  naked  tOk  t%; 
ponteoipt  aQ4  ^Qt'O  of  Qod,  and  l»s  holy  Angers* 
jwjd  jhey  fejpyce  under  tb»t  we^ht.    Sio  de^. 

RriveP  theni  of  ^hp  Riead  pf  Ufe,  siq4  their  SouUi 
axe  re^dy  ttxiye  for  want  of  ijhe  hidden  Manna,, 
ami  they  hugh  }in(kt  their  wa^mt  and  mifery. 
Wha^  Change^iOgjS  dqth  (in,  n)ak|c;  roeo  I  How 
f^Qth  it  snake  the W.  ^^  vrith  ipvine,  upon  hniskfy: 
ajn^CbelisI  whai  jyi'anoy  di^ih  it  exern^  pv^r^ 
^hejBi,.  what  a  jpL«/)ei|  doth  it  paftufe  io  thcqir  nunds  I 
How  doth  jt  turn  ail  upfide  down !  How  dotb  it: 
pQpfqapd  f  how  doth  it  rvufie  aU  |  How  dptb  it: 

tear  their  hesirtf !  H9W  4Dtb,  i«  make  the  if'^ys^ 
of  ^iiw  xnqnm  I  E|o«v  defol^tc  dot;h  it  qiake  the 
Soul!  what  a  Cage  of  unclean' Bicds,  doth  it 
make  the  inwar<ii9aqr!  How  bafely  doth  v,  leay^ 
the  iinner  in  the  dark ,  infomudi  that  he  (;9ij9)o( 
^ifcern  Gp^^  f|;Q^^Cifd»  Sjl^fiir  fiow  Bra^  or 
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^risdcms  Stones  from  coimnoo  Peblcs^  aniccmtK 
ferfeit  frdia  foUd  wifdom ! .  Lord  f  bow  it  doth 
tiomaii  them  t  bow  inuch  below  themlelves  doth 
ftmake^ieni.tive!  unto  God  and  bis  holy  An-- 
gek  they  appear  perfedly  dUb^ed^  as  the  poor 
-Wretches  in  BedUm  feem  to  us  j  only  herein 
dfetr  wretdiediiefi  exceeds  the  others  mifery, 
that  they  may  be  released  of  their  diftraftednefi^ 
B»d  will  not  5  the  other  if  they  would»  caonbt  5 
the  former  ddiraticm  is  voluntary.,  the  other 
forcd  i  the  fortiitt  hath  malice  tn*t|  the  other 
weakoefs  only  $  and  whereas  the  latter  chaHen- 
ges  pity  ismd  oompaffion,  the  former  deiervcs 
nothing  but  wra^  and  indignatioiL 

IV.  Impedimeta. 

1V«  IgnaroMd  of  the  pkajkre  4ff  CMfideratim^ 
k  another  Impcdimeot.  it*s  tgnoraoce  of  the 
prijce  of  Push  that  makes  the  Idiot  flight  them, 
it  s  ignorauioe  of  the  worth  of  Oiamonds,  thM: 
makes  the  Fool  choofe  a  Peble  before  them^ .  It js 
Ignorance  of  the'&ttsfidion  Learning  affiirds, ' 
that  makes  the  Pea&nt  defpife  md  laugb  at  it  ^ 
and  we  fee  very  ordinarily,  bowmen  tread  and 
trample  on  thofe  Plants,  which  are  the  greateft 
KefboiatiTes,  becaule  they  know  not  the  virtue 
of  them  5  and  the  fame  may  )a(Uy  be  affirmed 
of  Confideracion  ^  the  reafon  why  men  med- 
dle no  more  with  tt,  is,  becairfe  they  are  not 
acquainted  Wttb  the  plea(antnefi  of  the  task. 

Tbcre  is  cert^nly  fuch  a  thing  as  pleafure  oF 

JS  4  tli« 


ihemmSi  and  all^eKebt  confifteth  not  in  fenfiial 
fatkfa&ron.  We  fte:  with  what  clcafiire  mea 
rpend  their  time  in  the  ftady  of  che  Matfaema- 
tick$;  the  Profeifors  of  it  cobld  live  and  die  in 
1  i)o(e  Scudid)  and  defire  no  ^eater  (atisfaAioQ 
on  this  fide  Heaven  v  their  minds  are  Co  pleas'd 
with  that  Harmony,  Symmetry,  Order,  Propot> 
lion,  they  (pre  in  things,  that  they  could  diC* 
penfe  with  the  coar&ft  diet,  fo  they  might  but 
have  leave.to  enjoy  that  mental  pleafure.  None 
<9an  be  ignorant,  how  the  Noble  Arcldmedes  did 
even  forget  lb  eat  his  bread,  and  would  hardly 
9M0W.  his  bodjr  neceflar y  refrefliment,  (o  much 
was  his  mind  taken  up  with  tbie  pleaCurej^be  took 
in  his  Angles  and  Circles !  And  of  Plinj  we  read 
(hat  fuch  was  the  deRght'  he  took  in  learning, 
and  enriching  his  mind  with  knowledge,  that 
hci  (bm'etimet  negleded  both  his  food,  ana  Utep  } 
juch  was  the  coritent  that  Demofihemi  took  in 
the  art  of  fpeaking^  that  he  cared  not  what  tor^ 
ment  He  put  hit  body  to^  to  make  himielf  emir 
pent  in  that  faculty* 

And  indeed,  if  knowledge  be  a  pleafure,  if  tp 
be  acqfo^intedi  with' our  ielves  be  iat'isfadory,-  if 
to'difcover  theimpqi^ures,  falfhood^  defigns^nd 
Amboicadoes  of 'a .'dangerous  enemy  be  delight- 
fn) ,  Confideration  inuft  needs  be.  (b  ^  for  tbi$ 
gives  us  ah  jnfigiit  into  our  heart; ,  lets  u&  (ee 
what  we  are^  points  at  the  Nets  which  are fpread 
for  qs,  and  manifeAs  the  temptations  of  the  De<* 
f  il,  which,  like  Lime«twigs,  are  defign'd  to  catch 
'^s  into  d^ath  ^nd  ruine.    T\a^%  the  Devils  or 

";■-""      '  rathef 
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radin^his  E^niflaria,  the  evil  Spirits*  that  are 

under  bis  power  and  dooiinion,  ate  daily  ivaik^ 

li^  to  and  fizo,  aqd  obferviag  our  ai^ions,  and 

ilefigns,  and  behaviour,  the  company  we  con* 

vorfe  withal,  the  circamftances  we  are  under^ouf 

ironftitutions ,  compjexions ,  and  dUpo6cion$ » 

land  ieektqg  whom  they  may  devour,  the  holy 

Ghoft  hath  made  Co  evident,  and 

our  own  expfcrienoe  does  Co  dear-    '  ?^*  ^  *• 

}y   demonfoate,    that  he  that    ^(Vi^. 

doubts  o£  it,  tnuft  be  a  man  that  s 

altogether  guided  by  ftnfe,  and  takes  notice  of 

things  noisbre  than  the  Bea(b  that  perifh  ;  thefe 

evil  fpirits,  when  ever  they  tempt,  ihey  tempt 

with  a  defigp  to  hurt  v  they  try  men  to  do  mtC- 

iiJiief^  and  provoke  them  to  (uch  a€l:ions  as  may 

pull  down  the  wrath  of  God  upon  their  he^s. 

And  as  the  inftrument$  or  engines  they  make  ufe 

of  in  their  temptations  are  various,(bmetimes  pro* 

iperity,  ibmetimes  adverfity,  (bmeiimes  our  own 

corrupted  hearts,  giving  them  advantage  to  fpur 

us  on  to  (in  i  (a  the  temptations  vary  according 

to  the  (everai  degrees,  and  conditions,  and  tern* 

:pers  of  men^  for  it*s  certain,  all  men  will  not  be 

dragged  or  feduced  into  Hell  the  fame  way,  and 

a  temptation  which  will  fit  one,,  will  tiot  fit  an^ 

.others  and  a  motion  which  one  will  contentedr 

ly  fwaHow,  will  not  go  down  whh  another  ^  ie^ 

vera)  conftituttons  muft  have  feveral  fuggeft  toos» 

and  according  as  men  chatoge ,  the  tempt^i-toa 

^changes ,  and  the  Devil  takes  other  mealq»e^ 

Some  aUiQr  him  ia  the  (faape  of  a  Lien,  tp  fqcli; 

theretere 
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therefore  he  is  content  to  come  lafiieepB  doatb* 
tng)  and  they  that  do  not  like  toierhtm  id  the 
figure  of  a  Go^t^  (ball  behold  him  txafflsform'd 
into  an  Aogel  of  itglft.  So  little  dodi^he  care 
what  pofture  he  affumes,  if  he  doth  bixt  prevaH 
iviih  the  nn{»tmdeot  Pilgrtm.  They  that  ore 
i^  a  hmcf  potion,  (hall  have  a  bitter  potidn^nd 
they  ^at  are  for  a  fweeter  morftl  ^  (hall  have 
it  fofted  to  their  palate.  Damd  cannot  be  per- 
fwaded  the  fame  way  that  Satd  iyivranght  upon, 
and  the  arguinenb  whidi  prevail  with  the  for^ 
mer,  are  of  iio  gneat  force  m&x  the  latter.  PmI 
u  not  tempted  the  fame  way  that  Jmdas^  ncnr  P^ 
ier  the  fame  way  that  Eerad^  The  I>rankaids 
temptations  dtfier  from  tbofe  of  the  Abftennciiis, 
and  the  Adulterers  6om  the  fngeeftioni  of  him 
that's  dull  and  phlegmatick^  and  hath  no  iocli- 
nattons  to  vices  of  that  natuie.  The  melandio^ 
Vf  man  is  opprefi'd  with  imagti^tions  d^ierettt 
from  tho&9  which  the  merry  and  ^onrkd  voGe& 
withal  5  and  we  cannot  foppofe,  that  the  Pn>- 
4^al  is  tormented  vmh  thefame  fiiggeftionatbaft 
the  Covetous  aSs  by :  Tis  trae,  ill  the  end,  aU 
^hefe  Temptations  agree^  the  intended  end  bdmg 
deftrudfon,  and  o&nding  God  $  but  fliill  they 
aiYof  difiebreiitUiDdaandcomf^bidons)  afuibow 
ptealant  mnft  it  be  to  (ee  thrmigb  dt  the(ie  wiles 
and  devices  of  the  Devil,  a  profpcft  vdnchCcn^- 
dderation  alone  can  afford*  The  skilfiil  Qar^ 
liiner  pleafetfa  himfislf  with  lus  knowledge  of  tbc 
beginning,  and  end  of  the  maze»  or  labyrinth, 
which  cl]^  ftran^,  that  oofnes  xntp^tfae  Garden 
-  '  lofes 
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lo&s  Umfelf  in :  He  fees  the  pifguided  (lepsof 
thus  unwary  walker,  and  am  tell  where  he  muft 
tread,  and  in  what^rder  be  muft  go,  and  where 
be  onftakies  hi^  path,  and  wherein  the  roy  ftery  lies. 
And  by  what  mejios «  he  might  eafilj  extricate 
bim^U  from  that  iochanted  ground :  He  bebold$ 
it,  and  iinil«s  ^  (bmafthe,  t^  by  ConGderatioo. 
qmf^e  throqgh'aU  the  (bratageois  of  the  Prinea 
of  daclmeii.  . 

There  are  many  teioptatiom  whidi  (ben  to  foI> 
lidt  to  good ,  when  uideed  they  provoke  to 
iQvil ;  as  when  a  osan,  who  wallows  in  fin  and 
uodeanoefi)  is  prompted  to  trafl:  to  Cod  $  mercy, 
and  to  laj  bold  on  the  inerits  of  Chri(^,  9Qd  to 
applfr  to  btiofelf  the  comforu  of  the  GofpeLThe  y 
tfaiogs  l^e  K  tempted  to  are  good  in  theQafelvcs^/ 
but  the  defign  of  the  Temptation  beiog  >6  reo*^. 
der  the  6aner  fecure  and  pref^mptuousy  a<^.^^te» 
leS  c^  a  feirioQs  Ufe^  it  cannot  but  be  a  pleafiire 
to  any  mam  that'i  feoGbleof  bisfpiritual  intereft, 
to  diicover  the  cheats  and  tbi&difcovery  i$  oaade 
by  Coofideration  of  the  n^are,  defign,  and  ten- 
dency of  th^  flattering  aotioo.  Men  are  not 
only  provcA.<d  to  commiffion  of  iin^^  but  too 
often  to  nef^d  of  tbeir  duty  towards  Gkid  and 
t^ci^acds  9idn«  And  he.  that  k  oot  tenjpted  to 
IVIurdeFs  to  Thefts  to  Adulteryi  to  Fornication, 
tj»  Conteqipt  of  his^  Parents^  to  bearing falfe  Wi(^ 
oeis  agajuolk bis  Netghbonr)  h^yet  enticed  to Idle^ 
ne&  (pFkih^f^afing)  t^negkA  of  Prayer,  of 
Meditation,  qt  Charity,  of  Faiib,  of  Hope^  of  ^ 
Q)n64enfie  wQod^^of  Fcrvcncy^of  fpcakr 
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iDg  for  Chrift  of  vindicating  his  Honour  when 
abiasil,  of  improving  hb  time  to  God's  glorjr/ 
J  and  hfs  own  eternal  good. 

The  yoiing  man  rejoyces  m  his  youth,  and  lets' 
his  heart  chear  hitn  in  the  days  of  his  youths  md' 
walks  fh  the  way  of  his  heart,  and  in  the  fight 
l^f  his  eyes,  hates  gravky  and  ferioufne&i  9nd 
^  mits  of  fuch  motions  as  thefe :  The  precepts' 
"3  ^  of  the  Go(pcl  fure  were  not  intended  for  toef,' 
\|  who  have  youth,  and  blood,  and  fpirit,  to  fit 
^  me  for  recreations :  Can  I  thitik ,  God  would 
5  give  me  a  defire  to  things,  and  not  permit  me  to' 
enjoy  them?  why  (hould  I  believe  he  would  tan-\, 
talize  me,  make  me  greedy  after  the^pleafures  of 
fhe  fleCh,  and  reftrain  me  in  tbeufe  of  them  ?  let* 
^M|he  Apples  bob  againfk  my  mouth,  and  forbid; 
^>4meto  eat  of  them?  dive  me  a  raging  hunger 
^  land  thirft  for  things  of  this  nature,  and. oblige 
""  me  to  ftarve  my  padipns?  I  have  beard,  young^ 
Saints  make  old  Devils ,  and  I  believe  it ;  for 
when  in  their  riper  years  they  refleft  what  time 
they  have  loft  ,  and  how  they  have  fpent  that 
age  which  was  fitteft  for  plearure,in  retired  Dc- 
vbtfon  J  they  cannot  but  turn  profane  our  of 
defpight,  and  ftrive  to  redeem  the^ime  they  have 
ititf-fpent  in  foHowing  the  advice  of  melancho- 
ly Scholars.  R^eligion  is  a  thing  fit  only  for 
thofe  who  are  either  difcontented ,  or  grown 
weary  of  the  World,  for  men  who  can  fin  na 
more,  and  i^hom  age  hat;h  mortified  into  forfak* 
ing  of  their  Vices  5  (hall  I  forbear  my  Mirth,  anci 
amorous  Songs,  and  witty  Talk,  my  Railleries^' 

and 
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and  modtfli  Accomfdi^iaientS)  ,foc  I  know  no^ 
What  >  Shall  I  in^ihe  mtdft  of  my  bed  of  Floweri 
think  of  Death  and  Judginentt  apd  ia  a  Paradife 
fseditateof  Hell,  and  darken  my  (pcigh^lyapprer 
hen(ion$9  withfiDoakfetcht  from  that  f^ry  fur* 
nace  ^  when  the  World,  and  its  glories  fcQile  apoa 
me,  Qiali  Imakc a fuUen face,. md  fufrow th<^ 
pheeks  Math  my  tears,.which  W€;re  form'4  op  puf* 
po(e  to  be  warmed  with  the  (bfter  ki(fesof  ch^fe* 
mail?  feic  ?  The  men  in  black  fpeak  ioft  t^ir  own 
fnterefl:,  and  God  fare  is  kinder  to  men,  than  to 
give  them  ^n  appetite  to  ienfual  fati^fkions,  m^ 
then  put  Bit^,  andBridies  in  their  motubs  to  ciitb 
^hem«  What  needs  this hafte  ^  and  why  (houkl  I 
apply  my  (elf  to  a  HeJigiov^  life  io  earlyi  when  I  ^ 
have  fpme  forty,  fifty^  threetcore  years  be^re  met  "^ 
and  can  (hal^e  off  my  fblliiesany  time  heifeafter  ? 
,  Thus  the  weak  youngfter  pleads,  and  ^inbrMQts 
thefe  oaotiops,  as  iCordials  for  hb  fic^klyvpidSBoasi 
as  EliKirs?  ibr  his  bested  blood  ^  Cw^^eraiioYi 
;woukl  let  l^m  fee,  t^t  thele.  temptaijicHB  are 
Meifengers  pf  thf  Pevil^  f^^^^  ^P  ^%^  him  I n^ 

|o  darkners,;uito  (;ap|J^4^}^,  jntP  P^fff^SyiWery,  ^ 
and  none  hut  a.  madms^ j^oi^td  fprbe^  Xiejc^yaiiig  ^ 
at  fp  happy  a  difcoyeigfj,  i  r^ .  :  1^ 

When  the gray.anti|b]mq; iiead, fromb^greet  | 
age  infers  the  greatne&jpf  his  graces,  and  from  ^ 
the  multitude  of  his  yean^  concludes  ^bemultt*  ; 
tude  of  his  virtues  3,  flayers  .himfelf  th^^^Cod  I 
ioves  him,  becauie  he  batb^  bad  little  or  no  affli-  f 
Aion  ip  the  world  5  and  from  hb  imppnity  here, 
draws  an  argument  t;^^  E^'i^ye  bbimp^nity  here- 

after,^ 


dftef,  -ini  tooths  himfelf  with  Oods  f^iiroar  op. 

on  thisaccdant  diieflf,  becaufe  be  (letrer  dUco- 

ver'd  his  aager  in  fign^I  tttdgmedts,  and  bids  his 

Soul  iruft  to^  it,  that  ht  ftaiMls  fair  it)  the  good 

opInioQ  and  effeem  of  God,  becduie  bii  labont^ 

in  the  world  have  been  crown'd  with  fueods  ^ 

and  beckufe  he  bath  a  Garden  of  Eden  here,  le^- 

curety  prottjifes  himfeif  a  Paradife  hereafter  5  and 

will  not  be  perfwaded  to  the  contrary,  but  that 

hts  plenty  here,  h  bnt  an  eameft  of  a  fuller  Vin- 

^age,  and  ndier  Granary  intended  for  hiob  in  the 

Land  t^Cttrtiaf*  j  and  that  hts  long  Hfe  dn  £ari^^ 

is  a  pledge  of  his  eternal  Hfe  in  Heaven.    What 

tte  thefebut  temptations,  which  Confiderattod 

would  difcover  to  be  Ittpoftures ,  and  confe- 

quently  (bed  both  Hght  and  joy  into  the  Sou). 

When  the  poor  from  their  Outward  conclude 

f^  their  fpiritual  poverty ,  and  will  needs  think; 

I  ^'yImc  mey  are  in  a  ftate  of  grace,  becaufe  they  are 

1^4  in  a  (late  of  want  (  when  they  think  that  Laz£^ 

'^"^  rift  was  £ivi^  becattfe  he  hkd  not  wherewithal  ro 
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fitbift,  and  Wat  adautted  into  Ahrahaan  bdCocA 
\^  fw  no  other  icafon,  -bat  becatt(e  he  bad  no  cer- 
lain  tSwiAKng'place)  when  they  imagine  ch^ 
lA  his  fores  alone  mounted  Mu  to  Heaven,  and  the 
1^  Dtp  Hiking  ilieni  was  all'  the  motive  the  holy 
^«  Angela  h^d  to  carry  him  on  their  Wings  ^  when 
^^  they  afgtie  from  ifieir  tfifeonfcAate  eftatrt  oti 
^trb)  that  they  m^  lawfully  ne^ed);  the  knowti 
duties  orKeffgion,  and  fincy  that  they  niay  fe' 
crureff  pttf^,  becatifeGod  hath  ma^  n6  other 
provt(iOQ  for  them  r  and  ft^  they  Uhaflreoeiviri 
.      '  their 
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thdr  good  tfaihj^  in  the  next  Worlds  becac^ 
they  received  their  evil  things  in  this  f  that  iktf 
(hall  be  rich  in  Heaven,  becaufe  they  were  de« 
fiitiite  of  conveniences  here  on  earth ;  that  they 
muft  neoeflarify  be  Lords  hereafiter,  becaufe 
f  hey  were  Beggars  here  5  and  (ball  certainly  re« 
Joyce  id  the. next  lifev  becaufetbey  tnounfd  in 
this  valley  of  tears ;  and  cannot  but  be  blefied 
for  ever,  becaufe  they  had  a  very  large  meafure 
of  mifery  here.    Wten  the  rich  from  their  pre- 
rogative on  Earth ,  cooclnde  their  prerogttive 
in  Heaven ;  and  becaufetbey  are  advatieVi  above 
other  men,  think  they  may  ufe  greater  Kberty 
in  offending  pod  than  othets^  aM  becaufe  they 
have  greater  Eftates  than  the  meaaer  titf  t,  (bay 
therefore  (in  more  boldly,  •  and  more  confident^ 
ly  tlian  they*    When  they  :ihittk  their  Iktle  cha^ 
rities  will  waft  them  over  w  the  (bore  of  a  hap<i 
py  Etenmy^  though  they  ifeed  their  lufls^  and 
6ocy  that|ireparation  for  another  world;  coii*^ 
fifts  to  little  but  being  Ititkl  now  and  ihdn  to 
a  needy  man* ,  When  they  imagine  thEat«d  Lega« 
cj  left  to'tbe  poor  of  the  Pariib ,  h}m  affu^ 
ranee  of  tfaeir^Treafure  laid  up  in  Heifven,*  or 
that  tbeit  givic^  fomething  to  a  HoffMtal^  wilt 
■r  palliate  tbeir  wmul  offences^  and  thrdw  a  cloak 
over  theaa^  that  God  may  not  fee  them*  Whto 
.  iromtheirfowcrtbey  inftribe  kwfolMfs^t 
extravagaocMa,  iUM  becaufe  they  can  ftdnd  it 
our,  and  hvavethe  World,  £incy  they  may  op« 
pfefs^the  poorer  fort,  andmay  fwear  and  curte 
morebptdly'tlMfltibeir  Temints^  andrefentan 
(.'-  affront, 
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Ic  comply  with  He wd  fbciety,  to  laugh  and  fttiW^ 
and  confeot  to  their  frothy  fpeeche^,  and  abufive 
refledtons,  and  to  conceal  the  truth,  where  it 
ought  to  be  profefTed  and  fpokerf. 

When  the  Tradefman  thinks  of  putting  ofFhii 
naughty  Cdmmodities  to  the  ignorant  Chap^ 
man,  and  of  circucoventing  and  deceiving  hi^ 
Neighbour,  where  bis  Neighbour  underftands 
not  what  he  buys  v  when  he  is  willing  to  put  cfT 
his  devotion,  upon  every  triyidl  worldly  bufi- 
neft  that  comes  in  his  way  ^  and  to  create  bufi- 
nefs,  rather  than  obey  the  checks  of  his  Con^ 
fcience^  that  chides  him  for  not  minding  his  fpi- 
ritual  concerns  more.  When  he  is  loth  to  do  2i&s 
of  Charity,  bedaufe  he  hath  a  Wife  and  Family 
to  maintain,  and  is  afraid  be  may  wdnt  himfelf^     ^  ^ 
When  he  thinks^  that  Piety  may  procure  Po*  ^      ^ 
verty,  and  ftriftnefs  of  life  may  io(e  him  bis 
Cuftomers,  and  following  the  ways  of  God,  may 
make  his  acquaintance  leave  him ;  and  that  to 
be  idle  in  his  Shop,  is  better  than  reading  of  me* 
ditating,  or  employing  his  mind  in  conrempla-- 
tions  of  God  s  goodnefs  and  mercy,  and  the  va^ 
jious  bleffings  he  hath  beftow'd  upon  him. 

When  Parents  are  unwilling  to  correft  and  ad- 
mooifll  their  Children,  are  perfuaded  to  let  thennf 
take  t heir  courie,  abu(e  others^  and  defpt(e  thofe 
they  have  a  grudge  agaiftft.  When  they  are  «^  |^ 
prompted  to  connive,  and  let  them  alone  in  theif'  ^  sj 
fins,  till  they  grow  older,  and  to  indulge  them  ^  - 
in  their  undeeencfes,  till  they  arrive  to  a  greater 
ufe  of  their  reafoni  when  their  fondneis  bids  them 
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life  gentle  means,  where  more  fevere  proceed- 
ings are  neceflary,  and  occufe  imsiodeft  carriage 
in  them,  which  they  are  apt  to  find  fault  with  in 
the  children  of  their  Neighbours.    When  they 
are  loth  toinftrud  them  in  the  fear  of  God,  loth 
to  initiate  them  in  the  love  of  their  faithfiil  Cre-. 
ator,  are  apt  to  be  moK  af^ry  with  their  Chil- 
dren and  Servants  for  negleding  their  oommandsfy 
than  the  fervice  of  God  j  and  apt  to  be  delight* 
ed  more  with  their  induftry  and  pains  in  Tem- 
poral concerns,  than  with  their  attempts  in  the 
affairs  of  their  everlafting  falvatioo  :  apter  to 
teach  them  how  to  maintain  the  pundilio's  of  their 
honour,  than  aOfert  the  glory  of  God  s  and  apter 
to  encourage  them  in  vindicating  their  credit  and 
reputation, than  in  fecuring  the  everlafting  Trea- 
fures,  or  making  their  Calling  and  Eledion  (iire. 
When  Children  (provided  they  are  able)  are 
loth  to  relieve  their  Parents,  loth  to  admioifter 
unto  them  neceiluies  if  in  want,  unwilling  to 
obey  thofe  wholefome  couofels^  which  their  Pa- 
rents, guided  and  encouragd  by  the  Word  of 
God,  impart  to  them,  unwilling  to  imitate  theoi 
in  their  ierioufnefs  and  heavenly-nandednefi,  are 
N^'     apt  to  obey  their  Parents  ra(»e  than  God,  and 
;  v^     apt  to  do  evil ,  becauie  their  Parents  bid  them, 
"^^        though  God  enjoyns  the  contrary  5  when  upon 
^    "*  their  Parents  finding  fault  with  them,  they  are 
^y       moved  to  expofe  thtir  infirmities  to  the  coofiempt 
^  \       of  others ,  and  to  call  any  thiog  unreafonablc, 
they  bid  them  do,  becaufe  it  agrees  not  with  their 
prefent  intereiV,  when  they  find  in  tbemfelve;  an 
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iticHilaition  to  flioufd  more  for  dirpleafing  their 
Parents,  than  offendifng  a  gracious  God  5  iand  to 
be  tiiore  pleafed  with  the  1  miles  of  thofe  which 
have  the  iGoVertimetit  of  therti,  thati  with  the 
light  of  God's  countenance: 

When  Servants  ate  moved  to  backbite  aridi 
revile  their  Matters  according  to  the  flelb,  find 
an  unwiilingn^is  upon  their  Ipirits  to  honour  the 
froward  as  well  as  the  gentle,  are  apt  to  be  un- 
ftiithful  to  them,  to  imbezel  their  goods,  and  to 
Wrong  them  in  things  they  have  tomtnitted  to 
their  charge  5  when  txioughts  of  revealing  the  fe- 
ctets  of  their  t'amily  meerly  to  fport  themfelyes^ 
arife  in  their  minds ;  wheti  they  find  incrtnatioos 
to  be  induftrious  in  their  Matters  pretence,  care- 
lefi  and  lazy  in  their  abfence ,  to  put  thetn  off 
with  eye-iervice,  as  men-pleafers,  to  murfnur  a^ 
gainft  their  lawful  injundions,  to  anfwer  again 
if  rebuked  for  their  faults ,  and  to  conipire  a- 
gaintt  them  by  way  of  revenge. 

What  are  all  theie  motions  and  inclinations, 
but  Temptations  of  the  great  deftroyer  of  mens 
Souls  ?  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  ginns  and  ttrata* 
gems,  whereby  he  doth  in(en(ibly  mine  the  great-^ 
eft  part  of  mankind  j  becaufe  they  look  like  our^   < 
own  thoughts,  therefore  we  fufpeft  no  enemy  5 1    ^^ 
and  becaul^  he  mingles  his  fuggeftions  with  our  £<,^  '^ 
own  imaginations ,  and  gives  them  the  fame  S 1  ^4 
Ihape,  we  know  nothing  to  the  contrary,  buti^  i  §f 
that  they  arefriendty  motions  5  but  not  with  fend-  -^^ 
ing  all  this  they  are  meflengers  that  come  out  of  '^^^^ 
the  Camp  of  the  Philiftines,  from  the  leaguer  ot  X  \ 

L  2  Hell,        : : 
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HeUj  and  we  may  confidently  aflSirn?,  That  what* 
ever  Thought,  Reafon,  Argument,  Suggeftion, 
Propofition,  Imagination  would  difcourage  us 
from  aclofe  adherence  unto  God,  from  a  fervent 
love  to  our  gracious  Redeemer,  from  earneft 
breathing  and  pantings  after  him,from  relying  on 
him,  and  obeying  him,  and  encourage  us  to  aujr 
thing  that's  difpfeafiog  to  God,  or  contrary  to 
Chrift's  Rules  and  Injunfl:ions,or  prejudicial  tpthc 
honour  of  God,  or  to  the  welfare  of  our  Neigh* 
bour,  or  to  a  good  Confcience,;  whether  the  fug- 
geftion  be  immediately  like  lightning,  (hot  and 
darted  into  the  mind,  or  conveyed  mediately  by 
our  corrupted  hearts,  or  by  the  world,  or  by  ad* 
verfity,  or  by  profperity,or  by  good  report,or  by 
evil  report,  they  are  Temptations  of  the  Enemy, 
which,  how  |?lau(ible  foever,  defign  nothing  but 
Our  decay  in  gOodhe{s,and  iq  the  favour  of  God, 
and  the  lofs  of  our  fpirkual  comfort  and  refreflb- 
ment*  Conlideration  examines  the  end  of  all  thefe 
motions  and  finding  out  the  mifchief  they  drive 
at,  difcovering  the  Tempeft  they  aim  at,  it  can* 
not  but  give  great  (atisfadion  to  ^  rational  man, 
that  would  not  be  a  ftranger  to  himielE 

indeed,  none  are  more  fenfible  of  the  pleafure. 
,oftHis  Confideration,  than  thofe  whom  God '^ 
Spirit  hath  raib'd  from  the  death  of  fin,  and  who 
have  eicap  d  the  pollutions  of  the  world  through 
luft.  Thefe  reflefl;  with  more  than  ordinary  de- 
light on  the  fnares,\from  which  ;hcy  have  in  a 
great  meafure  been  deliver  d.  And  though  they, 
are  dill  fubjed  to  Temptations,  yet  that  whick 

very 
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vefy  much  contents  them,  is,  that  they  ar^  not 
Ignorant  of  Satan's  devices.  To  fee  all  his  work-, 
.^ings  under  ground,  to  fee  the  fteps,  he  goes  by, 
^»^nd  while  he  thinks  we  are  Wind  and  do  not 
mind  to  arm  our  felves  againft  them,  increafes  the 
fatisfad^ion.    Fancy  you  fee  Faux  in  the  Cellar 
laying  his  Fagots  in  order,  digging  a  hole  in  the 
ground,  and  laying  a  train  of  Gunpowder,  while 
»^  ^  the  wretch  fufpefts  no  man^  that  takes  notice  of 
Y^him.    The  undifcover'd  fpedtator  knows  he  can 
^^  cfufti  his  defigrts  hi  a  moment ,  and  therefore 
^  with  pity,  and  pleafure  beholds  the  induftry  of 
^  the  Caitiff.    They  fee  the  windings  and  turnings ' 
v^  of  the  Enemy,  and  can  laugh  at  the  miferable 
Ihifts  he  ufes  to  deceive  them.    They  fee  his  go-  \ 
ings  and  his  ways,  and  can  trace  the  Foe  ih  all 
his  ftratagems.    They  fee  his  juggles,  and  howr ' 
he  teazes  the  finner  day  and  night.  ^'    -    • 

Look,  O  my  Soul,  look  upon  yonder  fintifer^ 
that  hath  renounc  d  his  follres,and  yet  goes  droop- 
ing under  the  burthen  of  his  (ins.  Dpft  not  thoii 
fee  the  Enemy  behind  him?  The  Foe  can  make 
him  prefume  no  Ibnger,  and  therefore  he  feeks  to 
drive  him  to  defpair  5  and  he  that  bqfore  told 
.  the  Wretch  of  Gardens,  and  Walks,  and  Plea- 
fures,  now  (hews  hitn  nothing  but  Hell,  and  a 
\        burning  Lake.    He  that  before  reprefented  God 
td  him  as  a  might  Sardaptapalus^  one  that  doth 
not  mind  fuch  little  things  as  fins,  now  fets-out 
God,  array 'd  in  a  habit  of  vengeance,  and  a$  one 
who  doth  but  watch  for  an  opportunity  to  con- 
demn him.  He  that  before  gave  him  woixls  fofter 
'  1-3  than 
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jthan  Oyl,  now  difcoveis  to  htm  drawn  Swoj^ds,, 
and  he  that  befor^  f!att€r*d  bitn  wtth  beds  of 
Rofes,  and  couches  of  Ivory?  awd  (ew'd  pillows 
undey  his  elbows,  now  giyes  hiqqt  4  proipeft  of 
nothing  but  racks  m^  tortures^  9ad  that  wbidi 
before  (eem'd  only  a  harmlefs  butterfly  ^  now 
turns  into  an  ugly  Toad*  He  that  before  made 
t^e  burthen  lifter  than  ftr^wand  ftubble,  now 
makes  his  little  finger  heavier  than  hts  loinsi  and 
azures  him,  that  what  feecp'd  but  a  Cloud  be- 
fore^ p  all  Hill  and  Mountain  now.  He  that 
before  talk'd  pf  nothing  but  njiercy-feats,  now 
changes  his  note^  and  knows  of  na  other  vemer 
djie^  but  TribunaU  of  Judgnjpnt.  He  that  b©^ 
fq^s  made  the  filly  Wretch  beJieve,  that  God 
hftfi  no  vo^ce  but  that  of  mercy>  no  Sceptre  but 
l^hat  Qf  iQve,  tpakes  Gpd  all  Thpnd^r  and  Ughtr 
ping  now. 

-Jfi4^  believw  him,  and  is  loft  j  MarjM^r 
4mn,  f<res  the  impqfture,  and  eicapes  s  Che  reua 
iippn  Chrift*^  vf ord,  and  k  convinc  d,  that  there 
|s  IIP  (in  that's  capable  of  true  repentance,  but 
jsc?p?We  qf  pardon  too  5  and  that  Chrift  is  fo 
far  from  cafting  thofe  away  that  come  to  hUn 
ivith  an  humble  and  contrite  Spirit,  that  thp 
gi^at^fl:  eafe  and  refre(bmcHlt  is  their  portion,  She 
(eq^)  ^bat  the  poor  in  fpirit  have  a  right  tq  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  ^  and  that  tbpfe  that  moui n^ 
{haUfi>?ver  be  deftitute  of  comfort*  She  i§  fen? 
lintel,  hpw  happy  that  perfon  is »  that  feels  hi? 
he«Ur^  l^eding  and  melting  upon  the  aiCcoUQt 
^f  bi^  former  fins^  ^nd  can  make  his  bed  to  fwioi 
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wkh  tearSi  She  is  ienfible,  the  bdy  Ghoft  moves 
upc»i  thefe  waters,  and  that  (uch  a  perfon  is  in- 
deed baptized  with  wattr  and  Jke  Holy  Ghofi. 

This  (be  beholds,  and  beholds  with  pleafure. 
Confideration  ^ves  her  a  profped:  of  the  Devil's 
fnbttlty,  and  her  eyes  gufh  out  with  tears  of 
joy.  And  certainly,  if  it  be  a  greater  pleafure 
to  fee,  than  to  grope  in  the  dark  5  a  greater  plea* 
fure  to  know  the  precipices  I  atn  hurried  into, 
than  to  have  them  hi4  from  mines  eyes ;  a  great- 
er pleafore  to  fee  the  brink  of  deftruftion  I  do 
ftand  upon,  than  to  be  ignorant  of  it  ^  Con(i* 
deration  nnift  be  a  pleafure ,  for  this  (bews  me 
the  deep  R.ock ,  TetAptation  that  if^nh  fauns 
woukl  have  kd  oie  to,  the  Ditch  this  faTfe  Light 
would  have  flatier'd  me  into,  the  fatal  Sea  this 
falfe  Star  would  have  feduc  d  me  into.  This  muft 
neceflarily  fill  me  with  gladnefs,  for  it  gives  me 
a  prdpcft  of  the  WhirTe-pool,  where  the  De- 
vil thought  to  have  fplit  my  Veflel,  the  finds,  a- 
gsnnft  which  I  was  to  have  ftranded,  the  Eartlv- 
quake  that  (hould  have  made  me  (ink  into  the 
ground,  and  of  the  terrible  tetdpeft,  that  fhould 
hate  carried  me  away. 

How  have  I  Teen  a.  Traveller  re  Joyce,  when 
waking  ki  the  morning,  he  hath  (een  the  Water, 
or  the  Mine,  he  mu((  have  neceflarily  tumbled 
into,  if  he  bad  gone  but  one  ftep  farther,  and 
had  not  ftopt  where  he  did  ?  how  doth  he  ad- 
mire  the  Providence  which  hath  pre(erv'd  him  ? 
and  how  doth  he  go  on  in  his  way  rejoycing^that 
he  hath  feen  the  Gulph  he  might  have  rufh'd 
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thou  think  thou  (hoald'fl:  rejoyce,  ta  find  by 
Confiderationi  tbat  thy  averfnefs  from  Religion^ 
thy  backwardnefs  to  Devotion,  thy  unvirilling- 
nei^  td  fj^nd  time  in  private  Meditations,  liif 
ipxcufations  o^fin,  thy  paUiations  of  extravagant 
dcfires,  thy  pleadings  for  Lk:entiou(he(s,  thy  a- 
pologies  for  pleafiog  the  lufts  of  thy  fle(b,  thy 
piigernefs  to  ran  into  evil  company,  thy  defires 
to  walljpw  inunqleann^fsihy  longings  after  things 
God's  Word  forbids^  thy  inclination  to  unbelief, 
that  all  ^h^fe  are  temptaitipns  of  the  Devils  Corn 
wt^ich  that  Fowler  fprieads  and  (batters  before  the 
unwary  Birds,  to  kilt  and  tod^ftroy  djem  }  Coot 
lider^tioq  would  4iirmantle  Satan,  pull  off  hu  '- 
piaslf  and  yisc^rd,  aitd  oont^iiwe  rbee,  tbat  the 
(weietneft  of  the  Pojion  isi  but  tp  rti?ke  the  Poy- 
ipn  go  down  more  glib  5  and  however  the  Pill 
(nay  ^  gilded,  |t  is  but  to  dazle  thee  into  love 
with  eternfiJ  mine.'  This  would  tell  thee,  looki 
here  was  the  Cave^into  which  thou  (hpuld'ft  hive 
been  dragg  d,  and  then  murthered,  behind  this 
bu(h,  behind  this  temptation,  lay  the  Lion.watcb- 
ing  thy  playing  with  the  bait.  This  device  vm 
to  have  made  thee  weary  pf  Religion,  the  other 
was  tp  have  drawn  away  thy  affei^iot^  from  God. 
And  what  man  of  fence  can  refled:  on  thefe  hidr 
jien  things  of  difhonefty,  he  hath  cfcapcdi  with-^ 
put  bleffing  the  Almighty,  and  going  on  like  the 
punuch,  Mis  3»  3.9..  \j\  hi?  way  rejpycing  ? 

V.  i^. 
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V.  Impediments" 

V.  Danger  of  lojing  their  unlawful  gain.  .  It  s 
9  thing  not  unufoal  for  men  to  thrive  by  (io,  and 
to  profper  by  iniquity  j  to  grow  rich  by  oppref- 
(ion,  and  to  advance  in  weahh  by  unlawful  Cal* 
lin^ ;  to  get  money  by  pleafing  other  men  iii  their 
luft,  and  to  procure  z,  livelihood  by  injuAice, 
and  complying  with  the  Vices  of  the  Age  we 
live  in.  The  Devil  muft  have  fotne  rewards  to 
beftow,  eUe  his  Kingdom  would  (bon  expire  ^ 
Und  though  his  rewards,  as  well  as  temptations, 
Ate  deceitful)  yet  rewards  they  are,  and  being 
prefeut  and  vifible,  and  confequently  apt  to  make 
the  dieeper  impttffions,  they  invite  more  ftrong- 
ly,  and  car^&men  into  defires  and  appetite.  Men 
many  times  would  not  venture  on  (in,  but  that 
they  believe  it  is  the  way  to  gain,  and  the  known 
jrpad  to  advantage  and  emolument.  And  as  (in 
h  Judged  to  be  the  way  to  profit,  (bihey  look 
.upon  t  as  the  only  means  to  preferve  what  they 
have  got  and  acquired. 

If  Ahfilom  had  not  had  a  Kingdom  in  bis  eye, 
he  would  hardly  have  dard  to  rebel,  and,  Vi- 
per-like,  prey  d  upon  the  bowels  that  did  feed 
^nd  rioujiib  him.  Demos  (ees  how  plentifully 
jthe  Heathen  Priefts  did  live,  what  credit,  what 
honour,  what  wealth  and  glory  they  enjoy 'd, 
and  that  makes  him  forTake  Chriftianity ,  and 
embrace  their  ways.  It  was  gain  made  Deme- 
frius  fo  zealous  for  the  tif orflaip  of  Diana  j  and 
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the  Mafters  of  that  Damjel  that  had  a  Familiar 
Spirit,  (b  earneft  for  telltng  of  Fortunes,  and  un- 
lawful Divinations.  It  is  this,  that  makes  thou- 
sands comply  with  mens  (mful  humon,  and  un- 
wiUingQe(s  to  lofe  a  temporal  advaixage  makes 
them  jogg  on  in  a  courfe,  which  perhaps  they 
do  diflike.  Tell  them  of  their  (in,  and  how 
dsHOgerous  it  is,  the  anfwer  is,  ihey  cannot  help 
it,  and  becaufe  they  muft  not  want  bread,  they 
muft  neceffariiy  continue  to  oflSmd  God.  Their 
roahitffiiance  is  wrapt  up  in  their  tranigreffion^ 
and  having  bid  it  down,  as  a  Maxim,  that  no- 
thiTig  can  be  ill  that  makes  for  their  profit,  and 
emolumtor,  tbe]|r  defend  their  fin  and  their  gain 
together,  and  juftifie  the  one  by  the  other*  He 
that  hath  but  little  to  live  upon  in.  the  world, 
what  fltould  he  do  but  ieek  fopport,  where  he 
can  find  it }  and  if  providence  caft  hi«  lot  among 
men,  that  will  give  him  nothing,  or  ftop  up  the 
River  of  their  bounty  to  him,  except  he  do,  as 
they  do,  flatter  their  inordinate  defires,  andac^ 
commodate  his  will  to  theirs,  and  lie,  and  fwear, 
and  drink  with  them,  and  commend  their  lewder 
doings,  he  muft  take  that  way,  there  being  no 
pther  within  profpeft. 

This  It's  like  made  R^iui^  turn  harlot,  and  ma<» 
ny  of  the  Jews ,  PuWicans ,  and  Extortioners; 
Nay  it  blinds  the  eye,  and  what  ever  men  do^ 
looks  barmlefs  where  gata  is  the  mantle,  that  doth 
cover  it.  This  made  Hopbtu  and  Phifiegs  (hame 
their  profdfion,  and  FeHx  pervert  ;uftice.  This 
made  ^ndae  a  Tfaytofi  and  the  Pharifees  guiltf 

Qf 
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of  moQ:  notorioos  Hypocrifie,  Lord !  what 
idotb  not  bore  of  preteraieat  make  men  do^ 
and  how  is  all  Religton  laid  aGde^  where  gree- 
dioefi  after  gain  begins  to  engrols  the  faculties  ? 
This  made  the  Jews  become  Idolaters*  And  we 
know  who  they  were  that  toW  the  Prophet  jfe- 

'nn^^  As  for  fh  wxird  that  thou  bajijpel^n  unto  m 
intke  UamQ  of  the  Lord^  »e  mU  not  hearksn  unto 
tk^e  i  But  vpe  will  certainly  do  "whktfocver  thing 
gaes  forth  Oift  of  our  ovm  momh^  to  hurn  incenfe 
HHto  the  ^ueen  of  Heaven^  and  to  ponr  cut  drinkc 
offerings  unto  her  3  for  then  we  bad  plenty  of  ©;- 
^nais^  and  mrc  well^  ^d  fiw  no  evil*  Butjlnce 
we  lefi  off  to  burn  incenje  to  the  ^juen  of  Heaven, 
and  ta  pour  out  drinkzofferimgs  unto  her^  we  have 
wanted  alf  things'^  and  have  been  eonfunid  by 
the  fimd:^  ami  by  the  famine^  Jerem.44.  i6f  ijy 
18, 

And  indeed,  this  principle^  that  a  finful  Ufe 
IS  the  only  profitable  life»  doth  To  fpread,  and 
inkSt  the  hearts  of  men,  that  moft  are  afraid  to 
,fit  down  and  codtder  their  ways,  for  fear  Con* 
fideration  (boul^roake  them  weary  of  a  finful 
liie,  and  consequently  make  them  quit  and  caQuer 
the  gain  and  profit  they  do  reap  by  ir.  Profit 
is  the  great  Goddeis  the  World  adores,  and  to 
preferve  that,  men  employ  their  ftrength  and 
fciends ,  and  make  ufe  ot  all  opportunities  to 
feCQre  ttj  it's  that  which  they  are  truly  jealous 
of,  ami  which  is  as  dear  to  them  as  their  lives, ' 
and  whtob  makes  them  climb  Rocks^  and  clamber 
^oamm^  ?»nd  figllt  ihi^ir  way  through  all  im- 
pediments 


pedicn^nts  that  would  oppofe  and  crolsit:  Toach 
that,  and  you  touch  the  apple  of  their  eye  5  and 
whatever  caufe  they  are  zealous  for,  though  o- 
iher  reafons  may  be  pretended,  yet  profit  and 
intereft  commonly  is  the  true  caufe  that  inflames 
their  paliions ,  and  makes  their  fpirits  fervent  5 
and  they  feldom  matter  whether  it  be  by  lawful 
or  unlawful  ways,  that  they  have  made  their  for- 
tunes ,  fo  they  be  but  made  and  advanced  to 
fuch  a  pitch,  they'll  be  fure  to  protefl:  what  they 
have  purchas'd  5  and  it  is  not  an  eafie  matter  (hall 
(hatch  it  out  of  their  clutches. 

Con(ideration ,  that  unruly  faculty,  would^ 
create  ill  thoughts  of  fuch  gain  in  their  minds  5 
(hggeft  to  them  the  fate  of  men,  who  make  con- 
fcience  truckle  to  their  intere(t,  how  they  make 
God  a  (lave  to  man,  and  the  Almighty  a  (ervant 
f o  the  bafeft  mafter,  even  to  the  world  5  than 
which  nothing  car\^be  more  contemptible  I  How 
by  that  means  they  bring  in  Athei(m,  and  deny 
Gods  Being,  it  being  all  one,  no  God,  and  a' 
God,  that's  fubjed  to  the  Creature ,  and  how 
fearful  confequendy  their  end  muft  be,  their  pro- 
ceedings being  in  efiefl:  nothing,  but  a  derifion 
of  the  Deity.    And  therefore  as  men  that  are 
loth  to  meet  their  Creditors,  and  when  they  fee 
them  afar  off,  turn  out  of  the  way,  thac  they 
may  have  no  occafion  to  fpeak  tathehi  y  fo  the 
generality  of  men  do  carefully  (hun  Confidera- 
tion,  as  an  unhappy  Remembrancer,  that  will 
put  them  in  mind  of  things  they  do  not  de(ire 
to  hear,  and  touch  the  fore  they  would  not  have 

hand- 
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handled  or  medled  withal,  and  (earch  into  thofe 
]M^ounds  they  would  not  have  healed  up,  or  come 
under  the  hand  of  a  Phyfician.    I  do  but  think 
what  a  world  of  Religious  men  we  (bould  baVei 
bow  men  would  flock  to  Chrift  from  all  cornersi 
what  a  number  of  pious  Souls  would  appear  in 
all  places,  if  we  could  afTure  them,  that  a  (erious 
life  will  for  certain  furniflb  them  with  an  eftate 
anfwerable  to  their  luxurious  appetite  5  and  lam 
apt  to  believe,  were  men  confident,  and  cduld 
they  truft  to  it,  that  they  (hould  get  an*Efl:ate 
of  9  or  looco  1.  per  annum^  hy  frequent  read- 
injg,praying,meditating,and  obedience  toChrift's 
commands,  the  greateft  part  would  make  !a  hard 
Cbift  to  confider  how  to  leave  their  (ins  and  vices^ 
and  apply  themielves  to  reformation  3  we  (hould 
hear  no  more  of  the  excules  they  now  make, 
that  they  have  no  time,  or  that  their  condition 
is  fuch,  that  they  cannot  ferve  GoH  as  they  (hould. 
The  impoffibilities  they  nQ\y  pretend,  would  all 
yani(h  s  and  they  that  no\Y  rack,  and  torment, 
and  tire  tbem(elves  for  a  little  profit,  upon  profl 
ped:  of  (b  coi)(iderable  an  advantage,  would  turn 
their  pains  and  labour  another  way,  and  become 
very  devout  NVorlhippers  of  the  Holy  Jefus,  and 
find  no  fuch  trouble  in  a  circumfped  life,  as  now 
they  do.    One  great  reafon  why  the  Jews  did 
not  believe  in  Jejks  was  b^caule  he  came  with- 
out a  Hoyal  Train.    They  expeded  a  Mejfias^ 
that  (hould  ride  in  triumph,  crufh  the  Heathen 
World,  make  the  reft  oi  mankind  flavcs  to  the 
feed  of  Abrabdm^  and  enrich  all  his  Countrymen 

with 
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with  the  fpotl  of  potent  natiofns,  and  had  the 
Lord  Jejji^  given  them  affu  ranees  that  all  of  them 
fhould  have  had  preferment  in  his  Court,  and 
be  put  into  gainful  Offices,  wher^hy  they  might 
enrich  thcmfelves,  and  their  Wives,  and  Children, 
and  live  at  their  eafe  to  the  fatisf^on  of  the 
flefb,  and  pleating  of  their  fcnfual  appetite,  where 
one  adhered  to  him,tbere  would  have  been  a  hutl- 
dred,tbat  would  have  flock'd  to  his  Tedt,and  ve- 
ry few  flood  out,or  with  the  invited  guefts  in  the 
Gofpel,  anfwer*d,  Ipfaj  thee  have  me  excufed. 

Should  Chrift  appear  in  a  vifibie  (hape  front 
Heaven  to  the  Swearer,  pr  Drunkard^  or  Forni- 
cator, or  Adulterer,  or  Covetous,  or  any  other 
of  the  finful  Herd,  with  vafl  glittering  Tresifures 
in  his  hand  ^  nay,  could  we ,  the  Minifters  of 
the  Gofpel,  (ecure  fuch  a  LordQiip,  fuch  a  Prin- 
cipalttv,  fuch  a  Kingdom^  fuch  an  Empire,  to  any 
of  thete  (inners,  upon  condition  they  would  part 
with  their  Vices;  fure,it  would  be  a  mighty  tem- 
ptation to  them,  to  (hake  hands  with  their  darling 
impieties  $  for  I  fee  they  fell  their  Souls  to  the  De- 
vil for  "ly  g,  or  400 1.  many  times  5  and  I  am  fo 
charitable  as  to  think,  they  would  fave  them  for 
a  far  more  confideraWe  fumm. 

It's  like  fomc  would  be  (b  bruitijth,  fo  fwimfli, 
(o  fotttfti,  (and  yet  bat  very  few  neither)  thar 
would  rather  ftarve,  than  leave  their  fins  5  dwell 
rather  in  a  Hogs-ftte,  thaw  renounce  Wallowtngin 
the  mire  of  their  foilies  5  and  live  xipott  breadi 
and  water,  rather  than  deny  their  loftful  deffres ; 
and  ftoop  to  the  meanefl,  loweft^  and  moft  fof- 

^     did 
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did  condition  in  the  World,  rather  than  bow  to 
the  Dobk  Commands  of  Chrifl:  Jefus  s  hut  one 
might  engage  fafely  for  the  generality  of  finners. 
Profit  and  Riches  being  the  great  Loadftone  that 
makes  Men  wiUing  to  do  any  thii^ 

I  (ee,  how  if  a  Prince^  or  other  great  Perfim, 
Men  depend  upon  or  exped  (bmething  from)  dif* 
like  fucb  a  fin,  they  are  guilty  of,  they  can  fiv* 
bear  ft,  and  oomidy  with  dieir  Ptinces  will  and 
de?ption«  1  read,  of  Tke9dd$M9  the  younger, 
bow  all  the  Cboitien  betook  ihemfehres  to  Ktr  ^ 
Ifgtous  Exerdfes,when  the  Emperor,and  his  Sifter 
would  encourage  none,  but  thole  that  did  fivaiid 
the  Conn  became  a  kind  of  Mooaftery,  fo  ftrong 
an  influence  had  die  Emperors  £xample,and  Will 
OQ  all  that  depended  on  his  favour.  When  Di'- 
onyfius  of  Syrsmfe  apfdied  fatmfelf  to  Ph&bfopfay^ 
and  countenan^d  none  but  Phikribptes,  moft 
men,  that  expefted  any  grace  fiiom  him,  beoitne 
Students  of  rbUofipby.  I  fos  how  a  Perfon  of 
Quality  can  frown  all  bis  Family  into  jEbrioiirne6  $ 
and  the  moft  vkious  Servant  he  hath ,  for  fear 
of  loftig  his  Matters  favour^  and  the  good  place 
he  hstth  under  him,  will  find  a  way  for  pofit 
lake  to  fubdue  his  inclinations^  and  take  leave  of 
a  finful  pleafuie,  fince  it  is  fo,  that  he  cannot  en- 
joj  that  and  his  Matters  good  will  together.  And 
therefore  could  we  promife  Temporal  Crowns 
and  Scepters,  and  Ettates,  and  were  we  able  to 
perform  our  promiie  upon  Men^quitting  of  their 
fins,  it's  very  probable^  Holinefs  and  Serioufoefi 
would  be  maiQly  embraced  and  foUow'd  ^  and 

^  what 


1)6        XDe  (0;ieat  Haib 

what  IS  now  out  of  falhion ,  would  be  as  mudi 
the  mode  then  ^  and  a  perfon  that  would  not 
conform  to  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  a  (erious 
life,  would  Jook  like  an  Antick  as  much ,  as  he 
doth  now,  that  dares  be  truly  good  in  a  (infbl,: 
and  adulterous  generation. 

But  feeing  all  the  Divinity  we  teach,  cannot 
increafe  their  Trade,  and  make  their  rocks  drop 
with  honey,and  fill  their  trunks  with  (biningclay$ 
they  look  upon  that  holinefs^  we  prefs  and  re* 
commend  to  them,  as  a  very  be^arly  bufine6, 
and  mind  it  only  on  the  By e,  when  they  have*np^ 
thing  elfe  to  do. 

And  this  is  it  confirms  them  in  their  fancy  ^That 
a  loofe  and  vicious  Life  is  the  only  gainful  Life^ 
a  Maxim  notorioutly  falfe,  and  which  Confidera* 
tioQ  would  (oon  (batter,  were  it  but  caird  in  to- 
do  its  Office  s  Tlus  would  pull  them  by  thefleeve, 
and  bid  them  look  on  the  Covetous  Ge&^issi  v  How 
he  got  indeed  by  lying,  but  with  bis  gain,  inbe* 
rited  the  Leprofie,  and  how  in  the  fame  manner 
the  Leprode  of  fin  will  cleave  to  their  Souls,  har<^ 
den  their  hearts,  make  them  averfe  from  good-* 
nefs,  and  render  their  repentance  dfficulr,  if  not 
impoffible,  and  how  this  is  but  thd  Devils  policy, 
by  thefe  little  things  to  rob  them  of  the  greater, 
and  deludes  them  with  thefe  dreamy  that  when 
the  day  of  the  laft  judgment  (hatl  dawn,  they 
may  find  themfelves  the  mofl:  miferable  creatures . 
under  Heaven,  how  by  this  their  finful  gain,  they 
arme  the  Enemy  againfl:  themfelves,  and  put  a 
Sword  into  his  hand  todeftroy,  and  kill  them, 

this 
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thif  ,\70ukl  repTefent  to  theoi,  how  their  gain, 
which  hath  fo  ill  a  foundation^  mufl:  neceifarily 
be^aiMoth  in  their  Eftatesj  and  how  prpmifing 
fqeypt  their  gettiogs  may  be  for  the  prefentjthejr 
"willfoon  bnng  a  confumption  on  their  fortune^ 
anfl^^'epare  for  their  greater  forrow  and  veya* 
tion.  This  would  reprefent  to  them,  how  fuch 
gau)  doth  purchafe  the  wrath  of  God,  and  pro- 
cures treafures  of  Gods  indignation  ^  how  it 
progpofticates  a  more  plentiful  condemnation^ 
land  is  a  prefage  of  richer  flames  hereafter.  This 
would  lay  before  them  that  fayirg  of  Chrift, 
MaU.  l6.  26.  What  Jballit  profit  a  man^  if  h 
gain  the  whok  worlds  and  loje  his  own  foul  ?  or 
whatJhaUa  man  give  in  exchange  for  hisjbul^  This 
would  (hew  them  their  ftupendous  folly,  io 
venturing  eternal  torment  for  a  little  tra(h  5  and 
difcover  to  them^  how  dear  they  buy  their  plen* 
ty.  . 

Confideration  would  let  them  fee.  That  a 
ierious  Life  is,  in  defpite  of  all  the  fu^eftions 
of  the  Devil  to  the  contrary,  the  way  to  thq 
greatefl:  gain,  and  yields  the  molt  durable  pro« 
£t,  and  lays  a  foundation  for  riches,  which  grovy 
not  old,  and  fade  not  away  5  Thar  Ahrabanfs  fmh 
made  him  richer,  than  bis  poflefiions  did,  and 
that  Cods  faying  to  him,  /  am  thy  Jhieldi  and 
exceeding  great  reward ,  proclaim'd  him  more 
wealthy,  than  all  the  fpoil  he  might  have  taken 
when  he  returned  from  the  (laughter  of  the  Kings^ 
that  Qothic^  can  be  of  greater  value  than  Divine 
tiove,  and  that  Peace  with  Cod  is  a  far  greater 

M  Treafurr, 
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Tfeafure,  than  alF  the  Gold  of  Opbiri  and  Re- 
donciliatton ,  by  the  blood  of  Jefiis ,  a  nobler 
pofleffion,  than  all  the  jewels  and  pearls  of  the 
Indian  Monarchs  5  and  that  the  Apbftle  wai  in 
(he  right,  when  be  counted  all  timgs  ha  kfi  d$id 
d^  for  the  excellency  of  the  kpmUd^e  of  Qhrifi^ 
Phttj.a.^ 

IThfis  would  (hew  them,  That  Fiiendfhip  with 
6dd,  and  Fellowfhip  with  the  Father,  and  his 
Son  Jefus  Chrt(l,  is  worth  more  than  Ten  thou- 
fand  Worlds,  and  reprefent  to  them  the  groans 
of  thiedamn'd  in  Hell,  who,  were  they  to  live 
over  their  days  again,  would  fell  all  thqr  had  to 
purchafe  this  Pearl,  and  give  ten  thouumd  mil- 
lions of' gold,  if  they  had  them,  for  thb  Friend- 
(hip,  becaufe  this  Friendftip  would  blow  out 
their  flames ,  arid  cool  their  burning  Toi^ues, 
which  all  that  mafi  of  wealth  will  not  da 

Confideration  would  lay-open  all  the  riches^ 
it  ferious  Life  procures  s  it  would  let  them  fee, 
that  the  interceflion  of  Gbrift  Jefus'  is  entail'd 
uportV,  a  Ueffing  inconfiderable  in  the  eyes  of 
the  World ,  but  which  Men  will  one  day  fet  a 
higher  price  upon,  when  it  is  too  late.  A  ble(^ 
fing  which  neither  Tantalus  his  wealth,  nor  U^ 
cwius  hts  lands,  nor  Cleopatra s  Jewels,  lior 
Agathoclts  his  Golden  Veffds ,  nor  Crotfkt  his 
p^efDons,  nor  Craffus  his  demefnes  can  paralleL 
To  have  an  Advocate  in  Heaven,  wha  an(wers 
all  the  Cavils  and  Exceptions,  and  Aocufaticnss 
of  the  Devil  agatnft  our  fincere  EndeavtMirs, 
who  controls  the  rage  and  malice  of  the  Eoe» 

my. 


mjr,  Aeps  tfl»  wlale  the  Foe  is  aigutng  ag^inft 

US)  (hew«  bv  Mieiil^,  bis  Woands,  and  the  Marks 

af  bis  Naik,  and  makes  cur  iniperred:  Services 

pi£for  current  Coio  ia  the  Court  of  the  Higheft, 

'  cavers  the  weakne0b  aod  iofircmties  <3if  our  E)u. 

^  tiies,  peifiiaes  our  Devotions  ¥^h  the  {^^cious 

'  odoucs  of  his^kisfa&ion,  ofiers  up  our  prayers 

m his goUeaCenTer,  (hrows  his  CArdumt  over 

us,  ftops  d)e  Uofw  fliQUih  that  s  openVI  a^aidft 

us,  ooo»:ivea  out  bap(Hne(s.,  promotes  our  in« 

teKft  \)KithCod^  aod  pleada,  not  tocaft  usaivay 

.  from  his  profefiee,  nor  to  tak^  his  holy  Spirit  from 

us  (  what  fvtofit  thefe  is  iu  havsag  fuch  an  in- 

,    «6voe0br,  note  witt  ere  loi]{g  he  more  fenlible 

of)  than  thofe  who  have  been  deftitute  of  the 

iieneft  of  this  iilteKfcfiion  ^  afid  indeed  none 

SikKm  tbatitaeroyv  bM  ttenthat  darte  j^rply 

thcmfel ves  to  that  &rioiK  Uk ,  whereof  Oonfi^ 

.         di»ratiaii  is  the  Key* 

Coefideration  would  Aiev  diem  ^  That  tUs 
Serious  Life  gaias  the  affiftanoe  and  llluiaiiaation 
el  <7ods  Spirit.  A  merdy  of  chat  mmieot,  that 
!Witfaottt kdiegreattft  Phihfif^erh  bixt  a  Dunce, 

I         mid  a  man^ieBCKpoled  to  all  daeiofirmations  of 

i  (educers,  is  like.a  wave  of  the  Sea  tofb  to  and 
&Q^  and  fab  Wme  lof  thib  Vine  of  SaJam,  and 
of  the  j£klds  ^of  G^monbd,  bis  £kapcs,are  <^rapC9 
of  «Gail,  and  his  dufters  bkfer,  his  Wine  is  the 
foiSfHi  of  Dn^ns,  add  the  vaiom  of  Afps,  that 
is,  €9^eB  his  idemtions  are  abofninatsans.  And 
,  an^fteed,  to  have  the  mind  {o  purged,  as  to  fee 

i        tfae)VEagriifiy  and  ^mfimefi  of  all  iubdunary  obje<^, 
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the*beauty  of  holineG,  the  odioufnefi  and  loath* 
fooinefs  of  fin  ,  (he  tranfcendept  excellency  of 
God,  the  defigns  of  Gods  Providence,  the  me- 
thods of  Gods  Mercf ,  the  reafonablenefi  and  e- 
quity  of  his  proceeding^^and  to  befoaffitted  from 
above ,  as  to  dare  to  oppofe  the  moft  pleafing 
Temptations,  though  they  charm  never  ib  wife- 
ly ;  and  to  efteem  one  hours  communion  with 
God,  above  all  the  preferments  and  glories' of 
the  world ;  (jht  in  this  manner  the  Holy  Gfaoft 
affifts  thofe  that  apply  themfelves  to  a  ferious 
circumfpefl:  Life) :  he  thatTees  no  profit ,  no 
gam,  no  advantages  in  this  priviledee,  may  |uft- 
ly  be  fuppofed  to  be  quite  blinded  by  the  god  of 
this  world 

Cbnfideration  would  let  (hem  fee,  That  the 
Promifes  of  the  Gofpel  are  otherguife  Riches, 
than  plenty  of  Corn  and  Wine,  and  Oyl  5  that 
there  is  no  diftrefi,  no  calamity,  no  mifery  where- 
in thefe  Promifes  cannot  hold  a  Believers  head, 
and  fupport  him  againft  faintii^  j  that  thefe  can 
give  content,  when  nothing  in  the  World  can  qui- 
et theSoul^  and  that  thefe  can  make  men  triumph, 
when  they  are  made  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and 
as  the  ofFfeowring  of  all  tUngg. 

Confideration  would  let  them  fee  the  unipeak- 
able  gain  which  attends  the  ferious,  fiocere,  and 
felf-denying  Chriftian,  when  he  comes  to  dye  i 
how  little  he  is  fi'ighted,  bow  bH^  his  hopes  and 
cxpedatioQs  grow ,  how  contentedly  he  leaves 
the  world,  how  the  thoughts  of  the  everlafting 
riches  he  looks  for,  fupport;  him,  how  God  com- 

pofes 
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pofes  his  fpirit  with  reflexiotw  upon  lu^  ap- 
proaching reft,  how  bis  death  is  nothing  but  a 
ikep,  from  whidh  be  will  in  a  (bort  time  awake 
again,  and  open  his  eyes»  and  behdd  the  Lord 
(irting  on  bis  Tbf  one»  ftretchipg  forth  the  Scep- 
ter of  his  love  to  him,  and  flffuridg  him,  that  the 
day  of  Salvation  is  cpme  y  that,  thp,  ^verlafting 
Spring  is  at  hand,  which  will  make  him  fprgec 
the  tedtoufnefi  of  hb  travels,  the  bttrth«n&  pPfiis 
^rmer  life,  and  whatever  in  (his  World  looked 
Kke  anguiCb,  and  calamity.  This  would  (hew 
them,  that  the  immarcefable  Crown  of  Glory, 
tlie  reward  of  a  ferious  Life ,  doth  infinitely 
tranfcend  all  that  the  World  can  imagine  to  be 
advantageous  and  profitable. 
Nay,  Gonfidoration  would  difqover  to 
,  That  a. ferious  drcumfp^  Life,  entitles 
men  to  temporal  gain  ,  as  well  as  to  fpiritual 
ajii4  eternal  advantages.  This  would  (hew 
tbcm ,  that  more  men  are  ruined  in .  their  E- 
ftates ,  by  a  Vicious,  thin  there  are  by  a  Re- 
ligious Cbttverfation  ^  and  that  Drunkards , 
Whoremongers,  Adulterers,  Ambitious,  and. 
QiiarreKbme  Men,  break  fooner  and  ofyner  in 
the  World,  than  thofe  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to 
keep  a  Confeieoce  void  of  offence  towards  ^ 
God  and  Man.  This  would  (hew  them «  th^t 
fihts  Worlds  .Goods  are  not  ingro(fed ,  or  poP . 
fefled  altogether  by  Men,  who  flight  God 
and  thdr  own  Souls s  but  that  even  fflany.of 
thofe,,  whonruly  fear  God,  have  a  very  large 
Qiarein  temporal  f>Ienty  and  profperity;  ^nd 

M  3  that 
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(bat  many  tkMs  Men  thrive  die  better  for  a  fe- 
rious  Life,  add  a  fecret  bleffing  attends  thco, 
plenty  fteals  upon  them  beyond  expedation  ^ 
and  as  if  fome  good  Angel  were  at  work  for  them, 
Riches  flow  tnfen(iUy  dpoD  them^  and  every 
thing  they  undertake  dotb  profpef ,  iiifonmch 
that  themfelves  daoHoc  bat  wonder  at  their  iiv 
creafe. 

This  would  eonvtnce  tbem,  that  maoy^ 
Men,  who  during  their  ungodly  ODnverfatton/ 
could  nor  thrive,  have  fignaUy  prefpereid  in  thief 
World^^  »  foon  as  they  have  applied  themielves^ 
to  a  ferious  Life,  that  the  face'  g^  their  Affairs: 
bach  been  changed  5  that  M^afiB  Wha  bad  no^ 
thing  but  trouble  and  diftrefs  to  atteoid  bh», 
while  he  wallowed  in  h»  fniqaitiesii  opoti  hbre- 
turn  to  the  God  of  hk  Father^',  was  brought 
back  unto  his  Kingdom,  and  live^  in  WeiStb 
and  Plenty^  xh9xfjebHchadne%%ars  who  for  ^im^ 
pride  ^nd  Infolence,  wasdriveffout  of  his  own 
E>oa)ioions  by  his  Subjeds )  upon  his  (bbriety, 
and  acknowledging  his  folly,  and  adoring  rbe 
Ood  of  Heaven^  was  on  a  fuddeti  reftoredtb 
bis  former  Grandeur,  and  that  a  ferious  Man 
IS  beft  <)ua)ified  for  getting  profit),  alid  increaling 
^n  Eftate ;  and  that  the  generality  of  Men  bad 
rather  deal  wfth  a  Conscientious  Man,  than  with 
^  perfon  who  is  cardefs  of  aH  things,  but  his  own 
iotereft,  as  knowing  ^  that  boin|  coniciendous, 
be  dares  not  cheat ,  or  dbceive  them ,  but  will 
think  bimfelf  obliged  to  deal  jaftly  ^  honefl:- 
\y  ^Uh  ihem ,  an^  d^o  by  them ,  9s  he  would 

have 
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b^S  ^bcrs  do  by  bim^  an^vtbat  thh  '^  jfhj^ 
g(^(  ^fortune  of  UogodlH^l^^^od  the  ^Qtyi 
^^.fa^ons  IMkj^  that  oae  wicbed  Maa  claries 
nfft  uruft  another,  but  both  g^d  and  bad^dare 
truftjuixi,  who  ftaods  io  awe  p^  dod^  and  inakes 
Ithis  great  caKaod  Qody  bpw  to  pleafe  hitp.l . .. 
.  ThU  would  (hew  them  |, .  ^t^Jiiat  tb^  J^f ji^ 
M^  lb  being  cbarUable,  tafjai^*^  readieQ:  ^^^ 
to  j^pif&f  in  bis  fpcular  Conoqi;pj^^  and  that  as 
gr^^  ^  Paradox  af  it  mayhem  ^Cetiki^M^ 
ui^r«^ij»iiot  a  gr$|ater  truth  in  jtihe  Wwld ,  ,^^ 
that  which  Sohmou  (peaks  pt,:'Prw.  ^.frl^4i 
J!bef^  if  he  that  fcatterttb  y* and  ye$  ewre^h^ 
Thi$  would  lay  bf^fore  tbe|iL^^be.)Exaii)|il^^qf 
MeOii  who  by /Qpufecratiog  afgpeattpart  oT^Vk 
Eftate  iod  locpmes  to  pk>us  aqd  i^aritabl^^^ 

fesi  bavp  enlarged  .their  fortune  v  ^  '^F.^^'^U^S 
tlu^r-Bread  upon  the  wato*,  have  found  it  a^tq 
withiotereft  afi^r  m^ny  days,  wjbo  baW<kni<- 
ed  themfelves  in  tb^:  mperflui^ie^,  aod  y^t  aare 
grown  rich^ivenaway^nd  yet  goueq  mor^iban 
they  bad  in  time^  paft.  Tbts^  would  lead .  u^m 
unto  the  pleaiant  Field  of  Cods  Providence^  and 
fiiew  ,tbem  how.  that  wife  and  gracious  (^p4 
wheels  and  turns  things  about  for  the  good  pi 
thofe  that  dare  truft  bim  for  a  recompence^  anc) 
maizes*  that  Mpojqr  whkb  was  laid  out  for  the 
ufe  qf  the  Needy »  return  witl|  advantage  ^od 

A  it^ioarkable  example  whereof  I  cannot,  but 
alledge  upon  this  occalioa  In  Nifiha  there 
was  a  B^eligious  Womaot  who  had  a  Man  thajt 
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pieces  he  had  given  to  the  Poor)  which  accH 
dentally  it  (eems  he  bad  dropt,  in  hb  $rft  diftri- 
bation  of  the  fumni)  upon  the  floor.  He  takes  it 
up,  goes  home,  comi^ains  to  his  Wife  of  the 
Cheat  thofe  poor  Widows  had  put  upon  hiiD.She 
bids  him  truft  that  God  whom  he  bad  knt  the 
Moniey  td,  and  take  that  pkce  he  had  found,  and 
buy  Necjef&ries  for  their  Family.  Hejgoes  bis 
Way  to'  the  Market  place  4  and  adiong  other 
things  buys  (bme  Fi(b,  Which  v/tte  to  be  drefs'd 
for  Dinner./  '  ;        '  • 

His  WH^  opening  one  of  the  ^i^e^,  finds  in 
the  belly  a  pretious  Stone,  which  betray 'd  its 
worth  by  its  uriufual  gtffteritig*  The*  Mati  car"" 
lies  it  to  a  Jeweller,  who  prefently  gives  him 
three  hundred  pounds  ^  the  Jewel,  at  which 
the  Mat!  traniported,-  falh^a  praifiog  0te  God  of 
^he  Cbrtftians,  and  hiMsftlf  beconft^  one',  afto- 
ntflied  with  the  ProTidtf&ce  which  had  (omtra* 
culoufly  difpoled  of  the  fecond  catt(es  for  his 
api^l  prdfit,  and  emotofi^. 

Cbimderation  would  let  them  fee,  How 
various  Gods  Temporal  Bleffings  are ,  which 
very  bftfen  light  on  thfc  head  of  a  ferious  re- 
ligious Man^  and  though  he  hath  no  Trade; 
wbicb  ftands  in  need  of  Augmentation,  but  a 
Handing  Revenue  ,  hoW  yet  God  may  watch 
over  him  ip ,  that  he  (ball  bfe  little ,  and  all 
he  undertakes  (hall  prolper^  that  his  tioufes 
(hall  be  preferV'd  from  (ire,  and  his  Cattel 
from  decay;  that  histl^elds  (hall  bring  forth 
plentifully  ,  and  his  Lands  be  as  the  Garden  df 

the 
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tbf  L0i^d  i  cbat  b$  (ball  iae  \xi$  PQfterky  advance 
in  Wealth  and  Hono^r>  and  his  Qiildrens  Chil- 
dren grom  as  the  LiUks^  ^mdjpread  their  Branehei 
Of  the  Cedars  m  l^bmoQ* 

Gonfideration  would  let  them  fee ,  How  a 
whole  Kingdom  thrives^  v^ere  (erioufneis  and 
the  fear  of  Ood  is  encour^*d  with  vigor  and 
fihcerity.  What  a  darling  a  ferious  Prince 
is  to  his  Sobje^^  how  well  they  love  him^ 
how  highly  they  edbeem  him,.and  howplentiftil- 
ly  and  contentedly  they  live  under  his  Otadow:!* 
This  Would  lay  before  :^em  th^^  I^Pf^ples  oif 

David^  ofSobmM^  oiiieukiab^  otjo^ah^oi  An^^ 
tommy^vgnae^^  IcH'whQBi^their  Subje&s  woqld 
havein  a.m^ner  p^U'dout  their  awn  eyes»  an4 
gtvei^  them  to  them.  The  Riches^  the  Honours^ 
the  TriiMDphs,  the  Vji£);<>riesi  the  Careff^  of  Fo- 
reign Monarchs,  that  wfre  helped. uppnthein» 
and  all  becaufe  they  did  tlvit  which  m^$  right 
in  the  light  of  God. ;  This  wou)4?«frc(h  their 
memories,  how  upon  a  pubUck  Humiliation  God 
hath  been  entreated,  and  the  jjudgments  under 
which  a  Nation  groan'd,  have  been  averted  5 
and  the  Havens  which  before  were  turn  d  in- 
^o  Brafs ,  have  vifit^  thf  Earthi  ^gaio  with 
fliowers ,  and  the  formoc  fcarcity  hath  been 
transforto'd  into  pknty:  and  abundance  5  and 
how  God  hath  (em  i^eir  works  g  ,th^t  ;tbey 
tum'd  from  their  evil  ways  ^  and  hath  re- 
pented himfdf  of  the  evil  he  hadrfai4  ».  he 
would  do  unto  them.,   and  hath  not  done 

it.- 

Con- 


Confideratioix .  would  let  them  fte,  that 
though  aieriow  Man  (bouki  decay  in  the  Wodd,  > 
and  his  G(mfcientiou(hc&  be  the  caufeof  {ns  ru« 
ine,  yet  he  would  have  vaott  to  fupport  him  on* 
der  Ins  Lofies  than  another  Nho,  for  how  Cbcxild 
not  he  be  able  to  foppcvt  luinlUf,  that  beark  the- 
Scoa  of  God  faying  to  biin.  That  there  fe  no  Man 
d^ait  hatb  left  Father^  and  Motfaeri^  Laads,  and 
Houfes^  Brethren^  smd  Sifters,  for  hisfekr,  dr  for 
i||^te6qfiie(i  fake,  whether  vokintarily,  or  for* 
cedTto  ft  by  Enemies,  but  ftulhreoetve  a  hundred 
fold  in  this  Hfe,  that  is  in  Grke^  and  Coifafotts  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,and  in  the  World  to  oome^ver- 
lading  life,^  Mmk^  lo.  aj^,^  ^.and  it  could  not  but 
be  a  very  gf  esft  fatkfadion  to  him,  that  it  was  not 
any  vice  oif  ttcentioufne(ay  that  broke  him,  but 
a^  go^  Confeience ,  which  is  its  own  Reward, 
ai^  tfae/beft  Prefervative,  againft  Murmuring, 
Repining,  iaiid  Delpair.and  very  often  a  Prefage, 
That  Go!)  win  fet  him  up  again ,  and  as  it  was 
in  jf(^^'s  cafe ,  make  the  latter  part  of  his  Life 
more  profperous  than  the  former.  ^ 

By  (iich  Reprefencations  as  the(e,  Confidera* 
tion  would  featter  this^uggeftion  of  the  De- 
vil, That  a  jin/nlLife^  h  the  only  gainful  and  ad-- 
vantagevuf  Life.  But  what  Argument  can  pr&> 
vail  againft  Experience  5  and  where  Nkn  have 
found  already,  that  their  (ins  have  proved  pro- 
stable,  ai^  liiat  their  carelefnefi  of  ReKgion 
bath  procured  them  no  fefall  advantages }  Their 
great  care  and  ftudy  now  mti(^  be,  that  they  do 
|iot  pvit  themfdves  into  9  way  of  loffng  diem^ 

and 
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and  therefore  exhort  thehi  to  coofider,  what  the 
end  of  thefe  things  will  be,  and  whether  this  be 
a  likely  coorfe,  to  get  a  title  to  the  Inheritance  |l 
incorruptible  relerved  in  Heaven  Cot  Believers  y 
they *H  be  i«ady  to  reply.  What,  part  with  my 
Livelihood  ?  Qgit  that  which  muft  fupport  my 
Family  }  Would  you  have  me  ftdorve  and  perifloi  ? 
Will  your  R^eli^mifnefi  give  me.Bread  }  Would 
you  have  me  precipitate  my  felf  into  Eluine  ? 
Will  nothing  Ids  ferve  the  turn ,  than  leaving 
all ,  and  following  Chfifl:?  Why  (hould  I  <1&^ 
fpair,  when  God  UeOesme^  and  think  ill  of 
my  way  of  living,  when  God,  by  profpering  my  t 
endeavors,  dedans  Ins  ^probation  of  my  de* 
portment  >  My  Gain  is  his  Mercy  h  and  if  he  did 
ootlallow  of  what  I  did,  he  wouhj  with-bold  his 
BewdtCkion.  His  giving  fucce£  to  what  I  do» 
fliews  his  Love;  ami  I  .have  reaO^n  to  believe 
he  is  not  angry  with  'me  for  tdkidg  this  courfe, 
bccaufe  he  never  crafs  d  it  by  his  TJbutiders.God 
would  have  me  live  in  the  Wor}d»^  and  fince  I 
have  no  other  way. to  thrive l»it  this,  I  mud 
fuppoFe  'tis  that  which  God  hath  cali'd  me  to. 
My  indudry  is  id  obedience  to  his  command,and 
why  (hould  I  fright  niy  felf  with  his  indignation, 
whm  my  profperdus  fortunes  (peak  Hs  fmiles. 
and  funrlhine  ?        ^ 

Confideration  would  let  then  fee.  That  God 
dothnc^blefs  them  ibr  their  0nB|  but  doth  it 
to  iavi(e  them  to  jttn^dinent,  :  That  though 
Gods  BlefUngs  flow  in. upon  them,  while  they 
(in  J  yet  thole  Ble0ings  ari;  no  approbations  of 

their 
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their  (ins,  but  difiiiafives  rather ;  marks  of  Gods 
befeechings,  cbaraders  of  his  entreaties,  that 
they  would  not  be  Co  baSs;  and  unworthy,  as  to 
fight  againft  him  with  his  Mercies,  nor  make  ufe 
or  his  kindnefi  againft  Yam  5  figns,  whereby  God 
lets  them  know,  that  he  had  rather  hear  their 
Hallelujahs  in  Heaven,  than  their  Groans  iii 
Hell.  Nay,  this  would  fuggeft  to  them.  That 
it  may  not  be  God  that  bleifes  them,  but  the 
Devil ;  and  that  he  that  is  permitted  td  (hew 
them  all  the  Kingdoms  of  tte  World,  and  the 
glories  of  them'in  a  moment,  hath  power  alfo  to 
reward  iniquity;  and  that  pro(perity  which  is 
acquired  by  (in,  cannot  be  of  God's  making,  but 
is  an  effed  of  the  Devils  bounty,  who  never  gives 
but  with  an  intent  to  murther ;  and  makes  Pre- 
(ents  for  no  other  ^nd,  but  to  make  the  Soul  a 
prey  to  his  fury  i  who  gives,  like  the  Grectam^ 
only  to  overcome ;  and  feems  kind,  only  to  get 
an  intereft  in  the  Sinner,  and  to  take  advantage 
againft  him,  when  there  (hall  be  occafion ;  who 
bleffes  with  a  defign  to  curie,  and  rewards  to 
harden  Men  in  their  contempt  of  the  Almrghtyj 
who  lets  Men  reap  profit ,  that  th^  may  ven- 
ture confidently  on  fin,  and  is  contented,  they 
ihould  have  (bmething  for  their  pains,  that 
they  n^ay  dedicate  themfelves  more  entirely  to 
bisdi(polaL 

So  that  it  may  be  (aid  of  fuch  a  Mans  Pdfie(^ 
fons,  as  the  Lacedemonian  \tx  Plutarch  (aid  of 
Lampes ,  whom  a  Gedtlemati  commended  for 
being  rich  in  Shipping  3  I  do  not  like  that  Feli* 

city, 


axfj  <  whidi  dqiends  fo  tnudi  on  cords  aad 
tbreds.  Indeed,  heipakeit  witbreipedto  the 
^uocertatiKy  of  fodi  Rkbes,  bat  we  mty  jtiftly 
call  iucb  a  Mans  Wealth,  Cdcds»  and  ScrkigS)  io 
aootfaer  Ssok  ;  Cords  whidi  entangle  him,  and 
by  degrees  tjre  him  fiifter,  and  lifter  to  the  De- 
vils icfvice  i  drag  him  into  hardnefi  i^  heart, 
and  impenitencft  ^u^  at  laft  into  that  Prtfim, 
from  wbc3ice  thoe  is  oo  returning,  till  he  hath 
paid  the  uttomoft  £irthtng. . 

But  what  can  youexped  fiooi  Men,  that  ace 
idcriiv'd  not  to  Hk,  afkl  are  fo  wedded  to  thefr 
gain ,  that  they  are  fri^ed  with  the  very 
thdi^ts  of  a  romedy ,  that  would  clear  their 
%ht»  tai  (hew  them  the  i^al  hand,  that  gives 
themthek  profperity,  and  d^»ireri)o  them,  the 
Fiend,  that  coniney  s  the  gain,  they  get  into  their 
haa(es ,  and  hribes  them  into  everl^ing  Torr 
turcs. 

O  poor  beibttoi  Sinners !  And  do  you  hSk 
Heaven  Ibr  das  Ms  it  for  this,  you  leap  into  de- 
ftrudion  ?  Is  it  for  this,  you  tuzard  the  favour 
of  God  ?  h  it  for  this,  }fou  (corn  the  Gold  of 
the  Sanduary  }  Is  it  for  tUs ,  that  the  Ridbcs 
of  Grace  and  Mency^  ane  vik  and  mean,  and 
defpicable  in  youreyes^  Is  it  fw  this  that 
you  break  your  fleep^  heat  yc>ur  blood,  difeom- 
pofe  your  Minds,  diforder  your  bodies,  and  ali- 
enate your  affi^ons  from  Iwn,  wbo  being  rich, 
became  .poor  for  your  iai&e^  Will  not  Heatfaefts 
bei^our  Jodges?  Will  not  Pbodsnt^  F^tbritim^ 


* 


\ 


AfoUanius ,  meer  Heathens ,  who  would  not 
accept  of  the  Riches ,  they  m'^t  have  had, 
and  which  were  freely  offer  d  them,  left  their 
virtue  (hould  fufier  in  the  acceptance,  and  they 
be  tempted!  to  grow,  remifs  in  theurfelf  deni- 
es.     '•  . 

Would  any  man  tUnk,  you  had  rational,  im- 
mortal* Souls  within  you,  that  fees  you  live  thus  ? 
Would  any  Man  imagine' that  you  believe  a  Re- 
ward to  come,  that  fees  you  ib  grieedy  altera 
prefent  recompence  }  €0  greefly,  that  you  fieht 
your  way  through  Oaths,  Curies,  Lyes,  Oppre(^ 
fion,  Extortion,  Injuftice„  Covetoufnefi ,  Un- 
deannefi,  Blafphemy,  Flatteries,  Ratfing^,  Slan- 
ders ,  Abufes ,  Drunkeoneis ,  and  through  the 
moft  fneaking,  moft  fordid ,  and  moft  diiii^e- 
nuous  fins,  to  get  it  ?  To  fee  this,  what  (bber 
Man  would  not  blefi  himfelf  ^  What  Man  of 
Reaibn  would  envy  fuch  advantages  ?  Pity 
vou  he  may,,  but  he  can  never  wi(h  for  your 
nappineis,  for  that  whkh  you  call  hap{^e£,  is 
milery  in  grain,  and  muft  (hortly  dye  into  end- 
leis  lamentations,  Verilj  Ijajmto  you^  ym  iave 
yawTmMrdi^Aai.6.%. 
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VJ.  Impediment. 

Vl.  t'ear  of  hting  tMelanchaly  with  fi  much 
ferioafnefs  ,  is  another  Impediment.  And  ^ 
the  Devil  ceafes  not  day  and  night; to  in(kill 
this  principle  into  Mens  Minds,  lo  it  ufuaily 
prevails  Jivitb  the  jolly  Crew,  and  fuch  as  are  all 
for  mirth  and  raillery,  and  hate  (adnefs.as  their 
mod:  deadly  Enomy*  .Conlideration  they  are 
afraid  will  ftrike  them  into  dumps,^  and  a  view 
of  the  pdiouiheis  and  Ioathfomne(s  of  their  fin- 
ful  Life,  deprive  ttiem  for  ever  of  that  merry 
temper,  kind  nature  bath  beftowed  on  them. 
Confidenition  of  their  danger,  they  fear,  will 
put  them  in  mind  of  the  (^vere  duties  of  Religi*^ 
on,  and  iu^geft  fomething  to  them  that  willTie 
gnawing  within ,  and  make  them,  that  they 
mall  never  enjoy  a  merry  hour  ag^n.  They 
look  upon  Men  abroad ,  who  liave  applyed 
themfelves  to  Confideration  of  their  Ways,  and 
ftudied.how  they  (hall  be  happy  after  death,  and 
find,  it  hath  fpoiled  their  triumphs,  and  caus'd 
them  to  walk  about  diicouraged,  and  dejed- 
ed.  They  hear  of  difmal  Stories,  how  People 
that  have  beea  (tudying  things  of  this  Nature, 
have  been  deluded  by  the  Devil,  and  how 
iQme  have;  drgwnd,  and  others  ftabb'd  them- 
felves :  Though  this  is  only  an  effeft  of  (bme 
Bodily  Diftemper,  which  would  have  hap- 
pened to  them ,   had  they  never  thought  on 

Spiritual 
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Spiritual  Objcfts,  yet  they  are  willing  to  im- 
pute it  to  the  auftere  Rules  of  Devotion  3  and 
though  the  fame  Argument  would  hold  againft 
greedinefs  after  the  riches  of  the  World,  which 
makes  fome  Men  come  to  the  Gallows,  and  o* 
thers  fall  into  ftrange  tortures  of  the  mind,  yet 
they  wifely  forbear  examiniftg  the  ftrength  of 
the  Argument ,  left  they  (bould  want  pretences 
for  their  lazineis.  They  fee  how  fome ,  that 
think  much  of  their  falvaiipn,  hang  down  their 
heads  like  a  Bujrufli^  fold  their  Arms,  and  fpend 
their  days  in  tears,  and  weeping.  They  fee  how 
uncomfortable  Conlideration  hath  made  their 
Lives ,  how  it  hath  fill'd  their  hearts  with  for- 
row,  and  grief,  and  anguifh,  and  they  are  afraid, 
this  will  be  their  fate ,  and  the  effefts  it  hath 
Wrought  in  others,  fright  them,  left  they  ftiould 
be  as  difconfolate  as  they.  While  they  main- 
tain their  jolly  temper,  they  can  live  quietly, 
and  with  content  j  and  while  they  have  little  or 
nothing  to  dp  with  thofe  ferious  things,  Divines 
do  talk  Qf,  they  feel  no  difturbance  5  and  why 
(bould  they  meddle  with  Confidcration,  which 
vill  certainly  infufe  fad  thoughts  into  their 
Minds,  and  give  them  gall  and  vinegar  to  drink  ? 
Might  not  one  plead  as  well,  that  it  is  in  vain 
to  Fortifie  fqch  a  Town  againft  an  Enemy,  for 
not  a  few  Cities^n  the  World,  that  have  been 
6f  no  great  ftrength,  have  etcaped  well  enough, 
and  why  (hould  they  difcompofe  thfemfelves 
with  fears  of  an  aflault,  having  been  fecuVe  lb 
many  years  ?  Why  (hould  they  now  begin  to 
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diforder  themfelves  with  difmal  prefages,  or  be 
at  the  trouble  of  digging ,  and  building ,  and 
raifing  Fortrefles  >  when  they  can  lie  ftill  in 
their  Beds,  and  indulge  themfelves,  and  eat  the 
Fat  of  the  Land  ? 

And  are  not  thefe  excellent  Arguments  againft 
Cbrifideration  }  Are  not  thefe  very  lofty  and 
pregnant  Reafons,  to  confute  the  necemty  of 
lb  great  a  Duty  >  Wretched ,  deluded  Men  ! 
Confideration  would  let  you  fee,  that  there  is  a 
great  diflference  between  melancholy  and  feri- 
oufnefs  5  and  that  every  Man  that  looks  grave 
and  fober,  is  not  therefore  dejedted,  and  difeom* 
pobVI  within ;  and  that  it's  poflible  for  men 
not  to  rant,  and  tear,  andfwagger,  and  yet  to 
enjoy  great  calm  and  quiet  nets  in  their  Souls 
That  a  Man  is  not  therefore  fad  ,  becaufe  he 
will  not  fwear  and  drink,  nor  therefore  Hj/fo* 
chondrUcl{^)xcaM(Q  his  Confeience  will  not  digeft 
thofe  fins,  which  you  can  fwallow  down  without 
chewing. 

Confideration  would  let  you  fee.  That  you 
who  allow  your  felves  in  (in  and  vanity,  of  all 
Men  have  leaft  reafbn  to  be  merry,  who  have  the 
King  immortal  and  invifible ,  for  your  Enemy, 
and  the  Biood  of  Jefus  fpeaking  againfl:  you, 
and  Gods  Spirit  bearing  witnei^of  your  difbbe- 
dience,  and  know  not  how  foon  God  will  open 
the  floodgates  of  his  anger,  and  how  foon  your 
portion  will  be  in  outward  darknefs^  who  have 
no  title  to  the  benefits  of  Chrifts  Paflion,  and 
are  dead  while  you  live  3  who  have  your  un- 
der (landings 


jdcifftandingsdilrkned)  your  inward  and  Outward 
Man  polluted^  and  your  gardients  fpotted  by  thci 
fleft. 

Onilidtr&tidn  w3u{d  let  you  fee,That  your  jojr 
itnd  iaikih  is  but  (light  and  ruperficial,(b  far  from 
being  folid;tfaAt  €iftentimesiti  your  very  laughter, 
your  heart  Is  (brrowfui  i  and  as  &ir  as  you  carrjr 
things  outwardly,  your  Consciences  cannot  but 
ftight  you  with  an  approaching  ftorm  fometimes; 
ana  as  tnerry  as  you  ketn  to  be^  you  now  and 
tbtf!  €8il  terrors,  which  make  you  flee  when  no 
Mao  purines  you.  This  would  let  you  fee,  how 
ftiOft  yotfr  mirth  and  pteafures  are,  and  how  they 
))erJAi  in  ihe  V^y  enjc^oient^  and  are.  no  better 
than  Butterflies^  which  when  you  have  with 
great  ialxmr  ana  indudty  got  into  your  hands, 
theiir  curious  colours  decay  #tth  a  touch ^and  you 
ean  boaft  of  nothing  but  a  iqualid  Worm.  This 
w<Mdd  fliew  yofu^  that  y^ur  jollities  are  iuuch 
tifce  Mnilas  Nuptiak,  whoft  Wedding-day  pro^ 
^ed  his  Funeral  ^  and  like  Pbilfp^  the  Macedonu 
4m^  Ttiuow^s,  whieb  in  a  Moment  are  turned 
ifkoSadne/sbythe  daring  Paufanias:^  This  would 
AeW  you  how  wfcak  a  thing  it  iiwith  Lyfima^ 
ei^^  fer  a  Cup  of  cold  Water  to  1^  ^  Kingdom^ 
and  to  baitwA  an  €t«mty  of  ^}  for  mirths 
which  at  the  beft  is  but  as  a  Morning'  Qoud^ 
fndastheeai4y  dew,  whidi  foon  pafi[<£s  aivay. 

Confidefiitioci  wotiki  let  you  fee«  That  your 
ttiith  h  worfe  thin  fadn^is  and  foriow^  be^ 
£Mrfe  it  proceeds  ftom  a  ftupei^ed  Soul  i  and 
fiom  a  hard  'b^airt  4  ftom  a  Soul  whofe  ndiier 
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fparks  are  oppreffed  with  foot  and  aflies ,  and 
which  hath  loft  its  delicate  pallate ,  its  refined 
tafte,  and  is  made  fo  infenfible  of  the  purer  tran- 
fpor.ts  of  Joy,  that  it  hankers  after  nothing  but 
Earth,  and  fuch  drofly,  muddy  divertifements  as 
Men  of  reafon  and  contemplation  would  (corn  as 
much  as  they  do  the  extravagancies  of  an  impo- 
tent Enemy  ^  and  that  it  is  rather  a  Man's  felicity 
to  be  a  ftranger  to  your  mirth,  than  unhappine^ 
becaufe  your  mirth  is  fo  vain,  your  delight  fo  fro- 
thy, and  your  joy  u(ually  hath  fuch  a  fearful  end, 
an  end,  i^uch  like  that  of  Beljbaz^ar^  who  made 
a  Feaft  to  his  Lords,  drank  Wine  before  them, 
and ,  to  make  the  Debo(be  compleat,  and  to  make 
the  blood. of  the  Grapes  drink  with  greater  bri$k- 
pels,  caird  for  the  Golden  Veffels,  which  his  Fa- 
ther had  taken  out  of  the  Temple  of  Jerufakm^ 
as  if  it  encreas'd  the  pleafure  of  drink  to  profane' 
thofe  Veffels  by  drunkenneG,  which  were  confe- 
crated  to  Gqd  ;  and  Wine  out  of  a  Bowl  of  the 
Sanftuary,  gav^  greater  life  tq  the  Spirits,  and 
revived  the  heart  more  than  a  common  Cup.  But 
while  their  hearts  danc'd  and  leap'd  for  Joy,  an 
unknown  hand  from  Heaven  writes  the  fatal 
doom,  the  Charaders  of  B.uine,  and  the  lines  of 
death  upon  the  Wall,and  on  a  fudden,  The  Kings 
countenance  changes^  and  his  thoughts  trouble  him^ 
fi  that  thejoynts  of  his  loins  vpere  looftnd^  and  his 
kpeesfmotp  one  againft  another^  DaQ,  5.  $• 
.  Coniideratiqa  would  let  you  fee,  Th^t  Jpur 
joy  doth  not  deferve  the  name  of  joy,;  and  that 
your  mn-th  is  nothing  but  wantonnefs,  and  how 
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miich  below  d  great  fpirit  fuch  pleafures  are, 
how  uriwortKy  of  a  Man  created  after  God's  ^ 
Image  and  Similitude,  how  empty  they  leave 
your  Souls,  and  how,  like  the  Sea,  when  ebbing 
in  muddy  places,  they  leave  nothing  but  fttnk, 
and  filth,  and  naftinefi  behind  them. 

Confideiration  would  let  you  (ee,  That  hone 
can  rejoyce  (b  heartily  as  thoie,  who  make^Gbd 
their,  portion  ,  and  (et  the  Lord  always  before 
their  eyes.,  For,  in  this  cafe,  they  may  be  confi 
dent,  that  not  only  God ,  but  ail  his  creature  i*  . 
are  their  fri^ndtf  5  and  that  |he  Red  Sea  which 
drowns  the  MgyptiapfSy  (hall  be  their  Wail:  and 
Bull wark  5  and  the  Cloud ,  that's  darkneis  to 
the  Sinner,  (hall  be  Fire  to  them  ^  and  that 
though  God  is  neither  Bread,  nor  Water,  nor 
Light,  nor  Cloathing,  nor  Habitation,  con(ide- 
red  by  the  rule  oFienfe,  yet  he  will  be  all  this  to 
them,  even  Bread  to  feed  them,  Water  to  re- 
frefh  them.  Light  to  revive  them,  Cloathing  to 
warm  them  ,  and  a  Habitation  to  defend  them 
from  Wind  and  Terapeft.  This  would  (hew 
you ,  That  ligh$  if  fawn  for  the  righteous^  and 
gUdnefs  far  the  upright   in  heari ,  Pfal  97.  i  i. 

And  that  no  Paribus  in  the  World  have  greater 
reafon  to  rejoyce  than  they,  wbofe  great  care 
and  ftudy  is,  fir  ft,  tofeek^the  Kingdom  of  God^ 
and  his  right eonfnefs^  as  being  perfons  who  are 
acquainted  with  a  lively  faith ,  and  know  by 
bleffed  experience  what  that  hope  means,  where* 
by  Men  purifie  themfelves,  even  as  God  is  pure  j 
and  what  it  is  to  be  ftrengthened  with  all  might 
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vntQ  all  pitieDce,  and  long  Turfing,  aqd  what 
|he  conftratning  love  of  God  iopliesi  and  what 
it  is  to  be  married  to  him,  who  is  altogether 
lovely,  and  what  \t  is  to  have  iinion  and  com* 
muniop  with  him. 

Confideration  would  (hew  yon ,  that  peace 
of  Confeienpe,  and  honour  wit^  Cod^  and  the 
Spirits  making  int«reisfl^n  lor  us  with  groan; 
UQUtteraUe ,  and  pardon  of  fins ,  priviledgcs 
wBiob  attend  a  ferious  preparation  for  a  better 
Worid,  are  a  contiflual  Feaft^^nd  opnf^uently 
affijrd  matter  for  greater  joy,  thaii  4U  the  rarn 
ties  and  curiofities^of  this  ^^C^  life*  Thf$ 
ivoald  lef:  you  fee^  That  that  one  Ue0^pg)  p^r* 
don  of  fin,  which  a  (ericMs  mnq  en|oyS|  is  a  Mer^ 
py  which  he  may  fuftly  retjoyce  ^d  ^flliinph  1% 
more  than  the  greateft  MeNqarch  ^  (his  Wofl^ 
in  his  bouqdlefi  Empire,  and  that  neither  Jtkxr 
Mde»^  Vidories,  nor  Cs^far  Aug^fim  hi?  Traa^ 
qutUity,  nor  Dan^s  his  Plenty  o^p  equa)  th^t 
rejoycing ,  or  deferves  to  be  compared  with 
\t^  This  would  lead  your  thoughts  to  t^ke 
a  view  of  the  preient  condition  of  the  un* 
happy  Spirits  in  Hell ,  to  whom  pardon  of 
^n  would  be  a  greater  comfort  and  refreQs* 
ment ,  than  all  the  pleafures  of  this  World 
^iftiird  intQ  quinteiience.  Should  a  Prclda- 
xnation  be  made  in  that  difmal  Vault,  by  Ibme 
Afigel  fent  from  Heaven,  that  all  the  Piifoners 
are  fieed  from  their  guilt,  by  the  neyir  and  li- 
ving way,  even  by  the  Blood  qf  Jefos,  and  thaf: 
pQd  hath  condefcended  at  jsfft,  and  js  prevtii'd 
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withal  tp  forgive  their  Iniquities  5  what  leap- 
ing'f  what  dancing,  what  joy,  what  gladncl?, 
what  exultation  of  fpirit,  what  ferenity  of  face, 
what  a  chearful  air  would  appear  in  every 
comer  of  that  loathfome  Priibn !  Bow  would 
one  Wretch  jog  the  other ,  and  bid  him  break 
out  into  praifes  and  celebrations  of  his  Maker, 
for  (b  great  a  favour  !  How  like  Heaveq  would 
Hell  look  on  a  (udden,  and  all  their  Howling^, 
which  Grief  and  Anguifh  did  draw  from  them, 
cban^  into  exclamations  of  gladnefs!  How 
would  their  hearts  fwell  and  dilate  themfelve^, 
and  tranfport  them  into  an  ecftafie  of  joy !  How 
fordid,  how  mean,  how  pitiful,  how  inconGde- 
rable  would  all  their  former  ienfual  delights 
(eem  to  this  pleafure  or  fatisfadion  I 

Confideration  would  let  you  fee.  That' 
whatever  Men  that  are  become  vain  in  their 
imaginations,  may  prate ,  there  is  no  pleafure, 
no^licity,  like  that  which  IBows  from  walking 
in  the  ways  of  God  3  and  that  fin  bath  trouble 
and  vexation  for  its  individual  companion  5 
that  Pride,  and  Envy,  and  Ambition,  and  Luft, 
and  Revenge,  whilu  they  promife  eafe  to  the 
(inners  Mind  ,  do  but  torment  it  more ,  that 
Goodnefs  is  the  beft  fecurity ,  that  the  Joy  of 
the  whole  Earth  is  Mount  Sion ;  that  in  this  Gar- 
den are  the  fweeteft  Rofes,  the  moft  odoriferous 
Flowers,  the  moft  fragrant  Plants ;  Rofes  which 
have  no  prickles  underneath ,  like  your  carnal 
delights  5  Flowers  which  wither  not  away,  like 
that  frothy  mirth  which  the  laughter  of  Fools 
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affords.  Plants  which  feed ,  and  nourifb,  and 
heal,  and  poifon  nor,  like  thofe  airy  (atisfadioni 
which  flow  from  making  proviOon  for  the  flefb; 
This  would  reprefent  to  your  minds  the  exam- 
ples of  millions  of  Saints ,  who  are  able  from 
their  own  experience  to  affirm,  that  the  ways  of 
ferioufnefi  are  truly  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and 
that  all  her  paths  are  peace  5  that  they  b^ve 
found  more  fatisfa^ipn  in  being  door- keepers 
in  the  Houfe  of  God,  than  they  have  done  in 

"  being  Mafters  of  the  moft  glorious  Tents  of  wick- 
ednefs  5  that  they  have  had  more^  joy  from  con- 
templation or  Heavens  Glory  ,  and  from  re- 
fleding  on  tlve  ./Vll  fufficiency  of  God,  in  one 
f  hour,  than  ?ver  they  received  from  running  tip 
and  down  many  years  together,  after  the  tmngs 
the  vain  World  is  enamoured  withal  5  that  they 
would  not  be  in  that  miferable,  unregenerate 
ftate  again,  if  they*  might  have  whole  Kingdoms 
to  entice  them  ;  and  that  there  is  ho  condition 
in  all  the  World  fo  full  ofbriars  and  thorns,  and 

.  anguiflb,  and  pain,  and  difquietnefs,  and  trouble, 
and  vexation,  as  a  finful  life,  and  an  unconvert- 
ed ftate. 

This  would  fet  before  you  the  Example  of 
St.  Pctfil^  who  could  glory ,  and  rejoyce  even 
in  Tribulations  s  and  whereas  his  Enemies  could 
rejoyce  in  nothing  but  in  Money,  in  Health,  in 
Power,  in  Honour,  in  Dignities,  in  Delicacies, 
in  Silks,  in  rich  Tables  5  he  could  rejoyce  in 
Shrpwracks,  in  Stripes,  in  Perils,  in  Falfe  Ac- 
culations  3  and  that  which  appear'd  terrible  to 
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others  5  (hev^ed  pleafant  to  him ;  and  as  bitter 
as  the  root  of  his  affliftions'was,  ic  produced  not- 
withftanding  the  fweeteft  fruits,  even  the  fruits 
of  Humility  and  Charity. 

This  would  let  before  you  the  joys  of  David. 
I  mil  rejoyce  and  be  glad  in  thee^  P(al.  9.  2.  In 
thee,  not  in  Voluptuoufnefs,  not  in  luftful  Top- 
cfacs,  not  in  a  Curious  Tafte,  not  in  Pretious 
Odours,  not  in  the  Melody  of  Airy  Songs,  not 
in  the  Beauty  of  a  Fenjale,  not  in  the  Applau- 
fes  of  Men,  not  in  Matrim6ny,  nor  in  Children, 
riot  in  raking  Wealth  togethtr,  but  in  thee, 
who  canft  make  even  broken  bones  rejoyce, 
make  the  Confcience  skip,  and  the  Heart  dance 
for  joy. 

Coniiderdtiori  would  let  you  fee,  That  thofe 
ferious  perfons  who  look  dejefted  and  melan- 
choly, have  joy5  within  which  no  ftranger  inter- 
meddles withal ;  and  as  little  (hew  aa  they 
m^ke  of  chearfdlnels ,  they  carry  that  within 
their  breafts,  that  can  make  their  life  a  perpetual 
Jubilee.  So  ('xv  b  Confideration  from  mAing 
Men  melancholy ,  that  it  points  at  the  things 
where  the  greateft  joy  is  to  be  found ;  and  as 
Confideraiion  it  felf  is  a  pleafure,  as  we  prov'd 
before,  (b  it  is  a  guide  to  lead  Men  into  fuch  a 
Paradife,  as  they  would  be  content  to  lofe  them- 
felves  in,  and  defire  no  greater  felicity  on  this 
fide  Heaver. 


VII.  I/^pedim:^;t. 
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VII.  Impediment, 

VIL,  Fear  of  going  diftroBed  with  park^  qh 
things  too  high  for  their  capacities,  the  fiyerlt 
nefs  from  a  traely  (erious  circumfpefl:  life,  ii)  taofk 
Men,  is  Co  very  great,  that  they  11  entertain  the 
abfurdeft,  (illieft^  and  moft  childilh  pretences,  ra-' 
ther  than  be  perfuaded  to  that  courfe,  God  and 
his  holy  Angels,  Scripture ,  Conicience,  Mini- 
(lers,  and  all  the  Providences  of  God  do  call  and 
invite  them  to.  And  fuch  a  (hift  is  that  we 
have  before  us,  a  plea  fo  impertinent,  that  we 
might  juftly  ask  the  queftion ,  Whether  thofe 
that  make  ufe  of  it,  are  not  diftraded  already  ? 
Men  had  as  good  ^ve  us  a  down*right  anfwer, 
and  tell  ua  plainly ,  That  they  will  not  take 
their  everlafting  0ate  into  confideration ,  and 
'will  have  nothing  to  do  with  falvation,  as  make 
us  conclude  fo  much  from  their  unOeddineis 
and  tergiverlations.  Their  ad;ions  (hew  it,  Why 
fhould  they  deny  it  with  their  lips>  Their 
works  declare  it.  Why  (hould  not  they  con- 
fe(s  it }  God  concludes  fo  much  from  their  con- 
verfation ,  Why  (hould  they  love  to  bear  the 
World  in  hand ,  that  it  is  not  fo  }  The  Hea- 
theniOi  people  of  Congo  were  honed:,  who  being 
baptiz  d  into  Chriftianity  ,  and  underflLanding 
afterward,  that  the  Religion  they  had  embraced 
requii^ed  Chaflity,  and  forbad  Polygamy ,  and 
Lafcivioufnefs,  came  back  to  the  Prieds,  that 
had  baptWd  them,  and  ther^  folemnly  renounr 
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ced  tbdr  Baptifin,  alledgiDg,  tliat  they  were  re- 
folved  (lot  to  pdit  with  thpe  fips,  and  fince  the 
Gbriftiiio  ^eli^on  did  forUd  them »  it  Was  in 
vain  to  own  theniielves  followers  of  that  Ri^ligi* 
on,  the  Rules  of  which  they  were  re£blved  ^ 
to  obferve,  or  live  up  to.  Here  the  Prie(t$  kcew^ 
what  to  tpaiee  qf  thenoi  and  did  never  ^fter  ey^ 
pe^  better  things  at  their  hands,  ^ut  '(i^  q^ 
therwi^  with  the  generality  of  Men,  that  caU 
tfaqniielves  ChrU^ianss  They  love  to  leave  Qod^ 
f^qd  them&lves^and  their  Neighbours  in  the  d^kj 
^nd  we  find,  they  halt  between  two  opiptcbs, 
nnrefe^v'd,  whether  they  ih^U  follow  God  of 
Baal.  They  would  neither  difpleale  Cod,  nor 
^he  PeviL  The  C^ils  favour  they  keep,  and 
4Eiidipt9io  by  their  iecret  averfene^  from  a  feri^ 
pus  preparation  for  another  life  i  and  God's 
^ood-wiU  they  court ,  by  pretepding  that  they 
would  foUow  him  ,  were  it  Qot  for  (ueh  and 
fueh  obflaclei  and  iB^pedim^nts.  And  indeed 
their  fleA  does  no  iboner  ^^ggtfl:  an  excu(e  to 
their  minds,  bat  they  pre(entl}r  Batter  themfdve^ 
that  that  (hift  will  be  a  fufficknt  Apolc^  for 
ne^led  of  their  Duty.  And  theqgh  going  di<- 
ftra^ed  with  Con(ideratian|  be  a  thing  very  un^^ 
likely,  next  to  itapoffible,  yet  a  pitiful  (hift  be- 
jing  better  than  none,  this  comes  in  with  the  reft, 
aiM  helps  <o  rock  the  Soul  into  a  pleating  (lum- 
ber s  it  leemi  their  brains  are  ftrong  epc^gh  to 
fohtrive,  bow  »q  pioo^ote  thgir  own  fal^  but 
^^11  not  ferve  them  to  ponder ,  l^ow  i<>  keefr 
fheaTelves  frpei  9\m- 
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One  .would  think  they  could  not  be  worfe 
mad  than  they  are  already,  and  therefore  they 
might  venture  upon  a  (erious  Confideration  of 
their  ways  without  danger.  Take  a  view  of  thy 
aftions,  (inner!  Go  into  Houfes  where  mad- men 
are  kept,  and  (ee  whether  thy  deportment  and 
pra£Hce  be  not  as  like  theirs ,  as  one  thing  can 
be  like  another ;  It's  the  Character  of  mad-men 
to  choofe  means  altogether  unfutabl^  to  the  end 
they  defign,  if  they  oner  to  kindle  a  fire  with  (hi- 
ning  brab,  or  attempt  to  build  a  faoufe  without 
materials,  or  think  that  a  net  will  (ecure  them 
againft  the  bittereft  froft,  or  hope  to  be  Mafters 
of  a  Trade  without  learning  of  it,  or  talk  of  be- 
tng  acquainted  with  fuch  a  Language,  when 
they  have  neither  Books  nor  Men  to  converfe 
withal  5  we  juftly  look  upon  them  asdiftrafted: 
And  would  dot  oiie  think  thou  art  befides  thy 
wits,  that  hears  thee  hope  for  Heaven,  without 
taking  the  way  that  leads  to  it?  And  talk  of  be- 
ing faved,  when  thy  aflions  favour  only  of  pre- 
paration for  eternal  mifery  ?  To  hope  to  be 
laved  by  following  the  Didateji  of  thy  flefti,  is 
as  wife  an  afti  as  to  hope  to  be  warm  by  fitting 
upon  Ice,  or  by  furrounding  thy  felf  with  Snow- 
balls. Thou  wouldft  take  that  Man  to  be  be- 
fides himfelf,  that  (hould  chufe  to  lye  all  Night 
in  mire  and  dirt,  when  there  is  a  convenient  Bed 
provided  for  him  5  or  that  (hould  prefer  deep- 
ing on  a  Dunghil,  before  repofing  himfelf  upon 
a  cleanly  Couch.  And  ddft  not  thou  zGt  the 
(ame  madnefs,  when  thou  preferreft  lying  in  the 
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arms  of  an  E^emy  ,  before  reftiog  in  the  bo- 
fome  of  a  gracious  Redeemer  ?  and  hadft  ra- 
ther reft  in  fin,  more  odious  and  loathfome 
to  God  than  any  Ducghil ,  than  delight  thy 
(elf  in  him,  whole  feryice  is  perfeft  freedom. 

Can  there  be  greater  madnels,  than  to  prefer  a 
Stone  before  Bread,  and  a  Serpent  before  a  Fifli> 
And  is  not  thy  diftradion  as  great,  to  efteem  a 
fioful  pleafure  more,  than  the  favour  of  God  } 
and  fet  by  the  dro^  and  dung  of  this  World 
more,  than  by  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift  }  No  Man  commends  Midas  for  his 
Wifdom,  when  h^  defired  ,  That  all  things  he 
touched,  might  turn  into  Gold,  for  hereby  his 
very  Viduals  fuffered  Tranfmutation ,  and  he 
was  ftarv'd  :  and  art  not  thou  as  foolifli,  when 
thou  defireft  nothing  but  Worldly  eafe  and  plea- 
fures }  when  tbofe  things  thou  doft  fo  earneftly 
wiQi  for,  will  be  thy  undoing,  and  thole  very 
deficates  thou  longeft  for,  will  at  laft  famim 
thy  Soul  for  ever  > 

Who  takes  not  the  Carifithiarfs  for  diftraded 
Men,  when  they  abuled  the  AmbafTadors  of  a 
Powerful  Republick ,  which  could  crufh  them 
intoruine,  and  art  not  thou, as  much  befide 
thy  felf,  when  thou  doft  yilifie  and  flight  the 
Meffage  of  the  King  of  Heaven,  and  not  only 
ftop'f):  thine  Ears  againft  the  offers  of  Mercy ^but 
pu^teift  ill  ccHiftrudionis  on  the  endeavours  of 
Cod  to  convert  thee,9s  if  he  icy  ended  to  rob  thee 
of  thy  happinefi,  when  nothing  but  that  endea- 
vour can  procure  it }    Is  this  thy  Wifdom, 
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thy  time  i(i  itdmking  Bafa^l6^>  htkh  thjr  Wlf 
iiott  ^ith  Rehobcam,  to  dd|)ife  the  Counfel  of 
&e  grare  Md  amierit,  atkl  folkrtv  ihf^  advice  ef 
young  Meti^  to  n^ldft  wbM  the  Atltietit  ofd&y^ 
brodaim^  in  thine  Ears,  acid  tobeariieti  what  a 
few  f  aw  YoathS  do  foggdl  >  id  flight  ii^hat  the 
tnoft  prlident  Meti  tOsiit  diee  tifttM  eitpaPi^nce 
to  befo,  and  to  ttead  in  thofe  f^ath^  which  thy 
greateft  ttecAn  etHice  ihtt^  Walk  itt  ^  Is  this 
thy  wifdoft},  to  ptefer  aiew  di^O^,  before  an  i»* 
menieOceatt  of  Bleflfednefei  «»  AtOm  before  an 
Infinite,  and  the  fmall  duft  upon  the  balatice^ 
before  Mount  Zhk^  which  can  hever  be  cocyved  ? 
Is^  this  thy  wifdom^tdtbrufl:  awiy  Salvation  wwh 
both  Atttts,  and  to  oppofe  the  etidtoVoul's  dfthat 
God ,  that  tven  cbmpels  thee  to  conie  to  the 
Su|>peir  of  the  Lirtb  ?  is  this  thy  Wifdem  tolye  iii 
a  Dutigeon,  whaa  a  Pakoe  is  |Jtepar*d  for  thy 
Reeeptioh  ?  and  to  be  enMiOar*d  with  delbriBH 
ty  it  felf^  when  thou  art  counted  by  him,  wHb 
is  akogether  Lovely  }  Is  this  thy  Wisdom,  to 
*ely  on  broken  Eleeds,  rather  than  on  the  Keck 
wf  Ages  >  and  to  truft  more  to  CafOtlei^  in  the  Air, 
thafn  to  him  Who  isihe  Antient  of  days,  and  hath 
ptoalis'd  neither  to  leave,  nor  to  foriake  thofe 
that  call  upon  him  faftfafully  > 

And  when  theCafe  ftands  "thus  with  t4^^Wfa<^ 
thcfn  art  afs  tna^d  as  tbdtt  c^ti  well  be,  fiiM 
ihoutieedeft  qotlve  afi^id,  th^  €(Mfiddf^i6ii 
df  thy  Wjtyi  WiB  tttafce  tfceefo.^  CbnfideratidBf? 
4^ihii  v»otild'tiak6  thee  fbbe^.    Thils  winild 
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bring  thee  td  thy  right  fenfes  again*  This  would 
make  thee  live  like  a  rational  Man  again.  This 
would  reftore  thee  to  thy  wics  again.  This  would 
cure  the  difteiDpers  of  thy  brain.  This  would  be  Co 
far  from  promoting,  that  it  would  chale  away  all 
madnefi  and  diftr^dipn.This  would  clear  thy  un- 
derftanding,  and  redifie  thy  Will  and  Affedions^ 
and  make  all  thy  faculties  move  more  orderly. 
Confiderarioo  would  let  thee  fee,  what  mad- 
nefi  it  is  to  defpife  him,  whom  thou  ftandeft 
i&oft  in  need  of;  and  to  neglect  that  now, 
which ,  upon  thy  death-bed  thou  wilt  wilh 
thou  hadft  minded  day  and  night.  This  would 
teprefent  to  thy  mind  what  weaknefs  of  Judg- 
ment it  is,  to  can  thy  felf  happy  with  Crmfm  be* 
fore  thy  end,  and  to  flatter  thy  felf  with  Felicity 
before  thou  kndwefl:,  whether  the  latter  part  of 
thy  Life  will  be  agreeable  to  the  former,  or  to 
the  prefent  in  afnuence  and  profperlty.  This 
would  (hew  thee,  what  a  folly  it  is  to  (light  the 
fountain  of  lining  Waters^  and  to  hunt  after  bra- 
kpt  Ciftems  which  can  hold  no  Water  ^  and  to 
efteem  a  Wildernefs ,  a  Land  of  Defarts^  and  of 
Pits^  aland  of  droughty  and  ofthejbadow  ofdeath^ 
a  land  which  no  man  fajfes  thrdugh^  and  where  no 
n^an  dwells^  infinitely  more  than  aplentiful  Conn* 
try^  Jerem.  i.  6.  This  would  (hew  thee,  what  a 
fblly  it  is  to  forfeit  the  favour  of  him  that 
mufl:  be  thy  Judge  one  day  5  ^d  to  make  him 
thy  Foe,  without  whofe  Mercy,  thou  mufl:  falU 
prey  to  Helli(h  furies  5  to  (corn  that  Provi(iDi$ 

now,  the  crams  whereof  thoa  wiltbe  ^dd  to 
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gather  one  day  5  and  to  mock  his  kindoels  oow^ 
when  one  day.  thou  wouldft  re  Joyce  at  the  leaft 
fraile  pf  his  Countenance ,  if  thou  couldft  but 
have  \u  This  would  (hew  thee  what  a  folly  it  U 
to  be  ravifli'd  more  with  a  pointed  Coronet, 
than  with  the  real  Glories  of  a  Kingdom  5  and 
to  rejoyce  more,  in  the  prefent  pomp  and  ado- 
rations of  a  Stage,  than  in  thy  right  to  the  rever- 
tion  of  a  Crown ;  and  what  diftradion  it  is  ap 
think,  thatithe  great  God,  who  changes  not, 
will  make  thofe  blejjed,  who  renounce  his  BliG  5 
and  quench  Hell-fire  for  men,  becaufe  they  are 
refobed  to  run  into  it  3  to  make  thofe  like  unto 
the  Angels  of  God  ,  that  will  live  like  Beafts 
here ;  and  prefer  thoTe  to  his  Throne^  that  would. 
not  have  him  to  Reign  over  them.  This  would 
(hew  thee  what  a  folly  it  is  to  make  merry  at 
the  brow  of  a  Pit,  and  to  fing  care  away,  when, 
thy  (ins  call  for  Mourning  and  Lamentation. 

Confideration,  Sinner,  would  let  thee  fee. 
That  there  is  no  Wifdora  like  that  Wifdom, 
which  makes  men  wife  unto  Salvation  ;  which 
makes  them  deliberately  take  God  for  their 
Guide  and  Portion,  and  fearch  into  thofe  things 
which  do  moft  nearly  concern  them,which  makes 
them  attentive  to  Gods  Providences,  and  confi- 
derate  in  examining  the  Keafons  and  End  of 
his  Love  to  Mankind,  which  makes  them  chufe 
the  good  and  refufe  the  evil,  and  teaches  them 
how  to  prefer  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Spirit,  be- 
fore thofe  of  Fle(h  and  Blood ,  vyhich  teaches 
them  to  apply  things  to  their  own  Souls,  and  to 

reduce 
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cediice  genendJ  prec^>t9  to  particular  peribns, 
tim^  pi^^ce^^  and  to  digeft  them  into  Spiritual 
profitv  and  OBolunient  $  and  that  thole  who  de^ 
ny  Jill  nngadUnefi  and  worldly  lujisy  living  foberly^ 
righteoufly^  dndgvdly  in  this  prejint  Worlds  looking 
fprihat  bleffcdbope^  and  the  glonous  appearing  of 
the  great  Gody  and  our  Saviour  Jefifs  Chrift^  are 
the  oneljr  Men  that  are  in  their  wits  h  ^nd  that 
the  reft  who*  forget  their  callings  and  wall^^  not 
worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  they  Ore  called^ 
do  really  unman  tbemfelves,  and  live  belowr 
their  reafbn.  This  would  let  thee  (ee^  that  thole 
who  give  aB  diligence  to  add  to  their  faith  virtue^ 
and  io  virtue  ^  knowledge  ^   and  to  knowledge  ^ 
temperance y' and  to, temperance^  patience ^  and  to 
patience  ^  godlinefs  ^    and  to  godlinefs^  brotherly 
kindnefi  j  and  to  brotherly  Iqndnefs^  charity  :  and 
are  not  barren  nor  unfruitful  in  the  kffowledge  of 
our  Lord  Jejas  Chriji ,  are  the  Men  that  chdofe 
the  fitteft  means  for  the  greateft  end  5  and  that 
he  that  works  to  day  itl  God V  Vineyard  ,  and 
to  numbers  his  days ,   that  he  .may  apply  his 
heart  unto  wifdom  3  and  lives  like  a  perfbn  ^ 
jthat  remeni>ers  he  hath  a  Soul  to  be  faved,  is 
the  Man,  who  governs  his  affairs  with  dilcreti- 
on.    This  would  let  thee  fee,  that  Men  do  pre- 
tend to  Learning  in  vain,  while  they  are  igno- 
rvit  of  Mortification  of  their  Members,  which 
a^re  tipon  the  Earth ,  and  of  that  ffnritual  life, 
wluch  is  e^ry  Mans  greateft  intereft.    That 
^Painter  doth  but  draw  the  Pidure  of  his 
ovm  ruiiXi  who  is  not  wile  for  eternity)  or  doth 
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not  reprefent  to  bis^  tbitld  the  Itnagcs  of  that 
Glory,  which  fhall  e¥g  long  be  lei^BlediQ  ho- 
ly MtH)  (o  as  tb  lead  a  life^  whuih  may  be  a  pre- 
parative for  it :  That  the  Difpntant  is  oo  bet-^ 
ter ,  than  a  Heretick  in  Mannen^'^fi^o  doth  not 
feafon  hitnfelf  out  of  the  fnares  of  iin^  and 
thews  forth  oat  of  a  good  conireriktioii  his 
works  with  Maek^ef^,  That  th«  LogMoM  \ 
who  reiblves  all  knotty  Arguments,  is  but  a 
Fool,  while  he  knows  not  how  to  keep  him* 
felf  from  the  wiles  of  the  Devil  5  and  that  the 
GramMAtikn^  who  redifies  the  errors  of  Speech, 
is  but  a  Madman  ^  while  he  takes  no  care  to 
redifiethe  errors  of  his  life.  That  the  Afiromh 
mer ,  who  tells  the  Stars ,  and  calls  tfaiem  by 
their  names^  is  vain  in  his  imaginations ,  while 
he  hath  not  his  converfation  in  Heaven.  That 
the  M^Ufhy^cian^  that  fpeculates  things  above 
Senfe  and  Nature,  is  but  a  very  indifcreet  {)er- 
fbn,  while  he  takes  no  heed  to  make  God « bis 
higheft  comfort  and  delight.  That  all  Ofikk$ 
are  nonfenfe ,  which  do  not  teach  Men  to  be* 
hold  the  mighty  God  that  made  them  3  and 
all  Qtometry  but  confufion ,  which  leaves  Men ' 
ignorant  of  the  heighth  and  depth  of  the  k>ve, 
of  God* 

Coniideration  would  difcover  to  thee.  That 
God  who  is  mofl:  wife,  is  moft  holy  too,  and 
that  in  vain  we  imitate  him  in  one  Attribute^ 
except  we  imitate  him  in  another,  and  how  ir- 
rational a  thing  6n  is,  what  ftronge  unmanly 
a^ons  it  puts  Men  upon  5  aft»ns  wbicb  thi^ 
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tnfuft  be  afbamed  of,  if  ever  they  are  faved  3  and 
muft  renounce  and  detcft,  when  they  have  done 
them,  if  ever  they  arrive  to  idward  peace  and 
latbfadion.  This 'would  fet  before  thee  the 
Etiges^  tiie  A^iaufc,  the  Honour  God  beftows 
60  thofe,  who  are  fi>  wife  as  to  take  their  leave 
of  fin  ,  befbre  fin  leaves' them  3  and  exercifc 
themfelvcs  unto  godliaefi,  that  they  may  attain 
unto  eternal  life.    • ' 

But  what  wiH  riot  prejudice  do  ?  It  was  that 
which  made  the  Jttps  call  Chrifl:  a  Samaritan, 
a  Devil ,  a  Winebrbber,  ^  Friend  of  Publi* 
calls  and  Singers.  It  was  that,  made  them 
hale  the  Apoftlcs  to  their  Governours,  and  cry 
out,  Atfiay  with  them^  it's  not  fit  they  ftfonld  live 
kpon  the  earth/  It  way  this  made  Ahair  \m^ 
the  upright  Micajah  ,  and  the  Athenian  con* 
demn  the  juft  Ariflides  ,  though  he  had  never 
feeti  him.  It  was  this  made  the  poor  Man  ^ 
who  knew  not  what  John  Hnjfe's  Doftrine  was, 
fo  bufie  and  indiiftrious  to  carry  Wood  for  his 
Funeral  Pile,  and  as  zealous  to  kindle  it,  info* 
much  that  the  Martyr  could  not  but  cry  out  5 
O  holv  Simplicity !  Its  this  fcts  Men  againft 
Conmeration  of  their  ways,  and  makes  them 
give  out ,  that  it  will  crack  their  brains ,  and 
Gtfofder  their  uqderftanding.  Itideed  it  will 
ciufe  a  tumult  in  the  Soul,  a  conflid  between 
the  Spirit  and*  the  Flelh ,  between  Chrift  and 
Belialj  but  fuch  a  ftrife,  as  will  end  in  a  glori- 
ous cahiir  When  Confideration  enters ,  mad* 
ne(s  vanifhes,  as  wild  Beads  dox:reep  into  their 
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Dens  at  the  approach  of  Dav4ight  The  World 
may  make  men  go  befide  ttxemfelves,  Goofide* 
ration  reduces  the  whole  man  to  (bbriety.  Con- 
(ideration  indeed  may  pat  men  upon  zGdoos^ 
which,  in  the  World's  apprebenfion^  maybe 
ihadneis  ^  Thus  it  made  St.  Anthony  part  with 
all  his  fubftance*  to  the  poor  ^  that  he  nnght 
have  Treafure  in  Heaven  j  and  made  others 
live  upon  Herbs »  and  Bread  and  Water  only, 
that  thereby  they  mi^t  fubdue  their  Lulls  t^e 
better ;  but  of  this,  none  can  fudge  fo  well,  as 
be  that  is  the  Fountain  of  Wifdom,  even  that 
God,  who  is  Wifdom  it  ielf  5  and  if  he  fet  the 
mark  of  Wifdom  on  them ,  the  verdid  of  the 
World  is  to  be  regarded  no  more,  than  the 
judgment  a  blind  man  gives  of  Colours.  I 
know,  he  that  will  deny  bimfelf  in  (enlual  plea*^ 
fares,  and  trembles  at  a  (in,  whidi  others  laugbi 
at,  and  is  afraid  of  o&nding  God  even  in  fm^« 
ter  matters,  and  prays  with  w  prayer  and  (iippli* 
cation ,  watching  thereunto  with  all  peHeve- 
ranoe,  pafles  for  a  mad-man  with  men,  whofe 
Confciences  are  defiled  j  but  fuch  mens  tongues 
are  no  (lapders:  And  Confideration  woa|4 
Chew,  that  nothing  is  more  agreeable  to  the 
rules  of  Wifdom  and  Prudence,  than  to  live  in 
conformity  to  the  Will  and  Pleafiire  of  \Am^ 
who  is  the  great  Sovereign  of  the  World,  and 
hath  given  us  Souls  capable  of  being  governed 
by  Moral  Laws  aikd  Precepts,  and  is  refolv'd  to 
fcourge  him  with  Scorpions,  that  knows  his  Ma* 
fters  will,  and  doth  it  not. 
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*'-  It  v^as  fin  made  the  Prodigal  diftraded ,  it 
was  this  vo&d  bitri  up^  ana  tempted  him  to 
&y  widi  Pbaraoki  Who  h  the  Lard^  that  Ifiould 
obey  his  voice  }  It  was  this  made  him  ill-natured  ^ 
and  turbulent ,  difcompoled  his  undeiftan^ingi 
and  robb*d  him  of  the  Notions  which  Nature 
and  jgood  Education  had  planted  in  him  i  and 
in  this  he  di(cover'd  hb  folly,  that  he  left  his 
Father^s  houfe,  an4  travell'd  into  a  far  Cbun- 
try ,  as  ht  from  Heaven  and  Holinefi  as  hc 
pould,  and  there  wafted  his  fubftance  with  rio- 
tous living  i  whence  it  came  to  pafs^  that  a  Fa- 
mine arifing  in  the  Land,  he  would  fain  have 
fiird  Us  belly  with  the  husks  the  Swine  did  eat, 
and  no  man  would  vouchfafe  them  to  him. 
ConQderatiofl  brought  lum  to  himfelf ,  and  to 
his  happinefs  again ,  and  his  pondering ,  How 
many  fervants  if  my  Fath&  have  bread  enough^ 
and  to  Jpare^  and  I  perijb  rpith  buftger  ^  I  mil  4- 
rifi^  and  go  to  my  Father^  and  mU  Jay  unto  bim^ 
rather^  I bave  Jnned  againft  -  heaven^  and  before 
tbee^  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fin  5 
makg  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  fervants^  Luke  1 5. 
179  18)  f9«  This,  I  fay,  brought  his  reafon  into 
order  again ,  and  eonfequently  prepared  for 
his  quiet  and  happ|iaief&  And  indeed,  the  con* 
feflion  of  Men,  who  put  off  the  old,  and  put 
on  the  new  Maq,  created  after  God  in  righte-^ 
Qufne($  and  f rue  holinefs ,  (he\vs  what  we  are 
to  think  of  Cbniideration.  When  they  come 
in  good  earneft  to  refleft  on  their  former  (in^ 
fill  li^  they  are  ready  to  call  themfelves  a  thou^^ 
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fiuid  Fools,  and  6ea(i:S|  and  Sots,  and  wonder 
how  k  was  poflible  for  them  to  live  (b  long  di- 
fedly  contrary  to  rea(bn,  and  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  gratitude  and  humility.  Confidera- 
tion  fets  ail  to  rights  again ;  and  they  would 
not  for  any  thing,  but  that  they  had  ruminated 
on  their  folly,  and  compared  it  with  the  inte« 
reft  of  their  Souls,  and  the  will  of  God,  in  or- 
der to  a  jttft  a^ravation  of  their  madoefi  5  for 
now  they  are  feofible^  that  before  they  under* 
ftopd  nothing  to  any  purpofe ,  and  a&ed  but 
like  Changeling,  contrary  to  all  the  didates  of 
the  l^w  of  Nature,  and  their  own  Confciences. 
Thus  Coofideration ,  as  Ananias  did  to  Saul^ 
wmes  in,  and  immediately  there  fall  from  the 
fifsmrs  eyes^  as  it  werejcakj^  amd  he  receives  Jight 
firihmth^  and  arifis^d  is  flrengtbned^  A£t$  9.  1 9. 
^nd  Wi^om  enters  into  his  heart,  fuch  Wildom 
as  before  he  was  a  ftranger  to :  The  Merchandife 
ofHk  better  than  the  Merchandije  of  filver^  and 
the  gain  thereof  tha^  fine  gold  :  Jbe  k  more  pre^ 
Uom  than  rubies ,  and  all  the  things  thou  canfl,  ^ 
dejre  are  noi  to  be  compared  unto  her.  She  k  a 
tree  of  life  to  them  that  lay  hold  upon  her ,  and 
happy  k  every  one  that  retains  her ,  Prov.  3.  14, 
1$;  16,  17. 

Conlideration  enlightens  him,  and  makes  him 
wifer  than  Socrates^  more  learned  than  the  Drf$^ 
ides^  more  fagacious  than  the  J3r4i^^/^<i^(/,  mom  ' 
quick  than  the  Qymnojbphijis ,  more  apprehenr 
five  than  the  Perftan  Magi ;  Epicurtfs ,  though 
C41M  the  Sun  of  the  World  3  Anaxagoras , 

though 
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though  (iiled  the  Mind  9f  Mwkind ,  Arifiot/e^ 
tbou^  furaaBied^  the  S^^  of  Wifdona,  the  Mi- 
radeof  Learnug^  ^nd  (lie  la(f  attempt  of  Na- 
ture, yet  are  ac^ng  compared  with  a  Man 
whom  Coniideratkm  bath  reduced  to  that  mf 
ihm  which  kfrom  4bh>e^  firfi  pHre\  then  peaceable^ 
gentle^  edfie  to  be  tntrwted^  mthom  pottiality^  Md 
writhoHt  ijfpocrifie^  ffdl  of  giood  vporki* 

VIII.  Impediment. 

VIIL  An  opkrioftf  tb^t  Converfion^  or  turnwg 
toGody  as  Dhrimsdo  reprefent  it^  i$  not  neceJjA- 
ry  to  Jalvatwt.  We  may  charitably  believe, 
that  iBoft  men»  who  are.  averfe  frotq  Confide- 
ration ,  come  to  Sermons »  and  we  may  fup- 
po(e»  that  as  oirelefi  as  they  are  in  hearing  the 
Word  of  the  living  Cod,  fometimes  l)eforethey 
are  aware ,  fomcthing  ftrike^  their  hearts ,  and 
fticks  with  them  5  which  when  they  are  any 
way  (cdber^  or  free  from  bufinels,  will  goad  and 
^ing  them  into  Confideration  of  their  ways,  and 
not  feldom,  with  Agripptf^  they  are  almofl:  per- 
fwaded  to  take  their  finful  lives  into  (erious 
Confideration,  and  leeleood  parpoies,  and 
wifhes^  and  intentions,  anddefires  in  their  Souls, 
•  to  &t  time  apart  for  pondering  how  they  may 
be  converted,^  and  dedicate  themfcives  finctrer 
ly  to  God's  (ervice,  in  order  to  their  everlafting 
blifi.  But  m  fuch cafes ,, either  the  Devil,  or 
thefar  corrupt  hearts ,  are  ready  to  wbifper  in 
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their. earsji  that  cpnverfion *k  not  (b  operpfe,  lb 
laborious,  ib dreadfb) a  thing,  as  i$  defiriibed 
in  publick  difcourfefi ;  and  that  the  Mai  that 
Preach,  ftretch  it  farther  than  needs  ^  and  conh 
fequently  Confideration ,  how.  to  get  into  that 
ftate,  that's  recommended  to  t^em,  is  altoge- 
ther needleifs^  for  if  that  ftri^efi  and  doie 
walking  with  God  be  not  neceffary ,  why 
fhould  .any  Man  break  his  brains  with  Confide- 
ration how  to  attain  to  that  humble,  felf^deny- 
ing,  circumfpe^  life,  that  is  laid  to  be  the  e0en- 
tial  ingredient  of  Converfion. 

I  know  not  how  Converfion  caq  be  made  more 
necefiary,  than  Chrift  hath  made  it;lf  daily  bread 
be  necefiary,  if  meat  and  drink  be  nece0ary,  if 
rayment  be  neceffary,  if  health  and  ftrength  be 
neceffary,  then  Converfion  is  necefiary^  .for  it  is 
the  bread  which  comes  down  from  Heaven,  it  is 
the  meat  and  drink  of  our  Souls  ^  This  muft  keep 
^hem  warm ,  and  cover  them ,  and  make  them 
healthy ,  and  ftrong ,  and  vigorous.  It*$  that, 
which  Heaven  is  entailed  on ,  and  without 
which,  Men  (if  they  dare  take  the  word  of  that 
Jefus,  whom  they  do  believe  to  be  the  Son  of 
God)  can  look  for  nothing  elfe  but  everlafl;- 
ing  deftrudion :  Except  ye  be  conmrie4y  ^^  be^ 
come  as  Hi  tie  children ,  ye  (ball  not  enter  into 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven^  Mat.  18.  3.  are  the  ex- 
prefs  word;  of  him  who  came  from  Heaven,  to 
reveal  hi^  Fathers  will  5  words ,  which  (hould 
ftrike  like  Thunder ,  pierce  like  Lightning , 
frighten  like  Ghofts,  and,  like  Charms,  bind  the 
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Soon  to  her  good  behaviour,  words  which 
do  not  OQely  import  the  aUolute  nc(xt^^  but 
rqprefeot  the  nature  and  manner  of  true  Coi> 
vaSoD.  And  if  the  words  added,  by  way  of 
Ejcplicatton,  be  throughly  weigh'd,  ic  will  ap- 
pear to  any  rational  Man,  that  that  laborious, 
Gonverfion ,  which  the  Minifiers  of  the  Ooipel 
prefi ,  and  recommend ,  is  no  otfher,  but  what 
Chrift  requires  in  order  to  Salvation  ;  for  wb3^ 
can  be  the  meaning  of  this  phraie^  becoming  as 
link  children ,  but  that  Men  mufi  learn  to  be 
children  in  malice ,  I  Cor.  14.  30.  pull  down 
their  paifions,  watch  over  their  inordinate  afie- 
dions ,  overcome  themfelves ,  and  harbour  no 
grudge ,  no  hatred,  no  revengeful  thoughts  in 
their  hearts,  againft  thofe  tmt  have  offended 
them  ^  and,  Hkf  ^^  horn  bahes^  dejire  the  fincere 
mill^cfthe  Word^  that  they  may  groiop  thereby^ 
I  Pet.  2.  3.  i.  c  with  9II  humility  and  alacrity 
(ubmit  themfelves  to  be  guided,  and  ruled,  and 
goveri)*d  by  the  precepts  and  injundions  of 
Chrift  in  the  Gofpel,  without  difputing  or  con- 
tradtfting  lus  cpmmands^  though  levell'd  againft 
fle(b  and  blood,  as  match  as  children  leave  them- 
felves to  the  guidance  and  diredion  of  their 
Nurfes }  and  have  neither  ftrei^th,  nor  will»  nor 
malice,  ^to  oppole  the  will  or  order  of  thoie  that 
do  lead  them :  Not  that  Chrift  forbids  exami- 
ning either  the  Divinity  ,  or  rea(bnablene(s  of 
his  Dodiines  and  In^n^ons :  No,  God  is  not 
afraid  to  have  his  Will  try'd  and  examined  l^ 
right  ]:ea(pn  ^  iqr^  as  it  :i^  the  efie^  of  the  high- 
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eftreafon,  fo  it  maft  needs  be  moft  agreeable  to 
reafon,  it  beingimpoffible,  that  crath  can  be  in- 
coofifteot  with  trudi  s  Go»  lay  tog^her  ail  the 
Principles,  whith  that  fpark  of  Divinity  r^ht 
leafon  doth  loggeft.  £)o  not  confult  die  re^Son 
of  fimfiial  Men,  who  call  laughter  realbn,  and 
txudfli  delights  e^eds  of  a  humane  undeiftand- 
ing  3  fo  Devils  may  call  the  fire  they  roll  in,  the 
light  6f  Gods  Countenance :  bat  fummon  to- 
gether all  the  Prindples,  which  the  wifeft  Men 
in  all  Ages  have  nnanimoufly  agreed  on,  and 
let  Gods  will  be  tried  by  that  toudbftone,  and  its 
glory  will  (ban  appear  ^  its  Charaders  like  the 
Stones  of  the  High-Priefts  Epbody  will  glitter 
and  fparkle  to  admiration :  and  therefore 
Chrift  doth  fo  little  difcourage  Men  from  try* 
ing  the  Divinity  of  his  Sayings  and  G)mmands, 
by  the  rule  of  right  reaibn,  that  in  (everal  pla- 
ces he  bids  the  Pbmjees^  and  whoever  were  1^ 
adveriaries ,  to  )udge  impartially  of  the  Ail- 
ments be  gave  for  the  Divine  ordinal  of  hb 
Dodrine.  And  without  all  peiadventure^  this 
liberty  e^ery  man  hath  to  examine,  and  £iti^ 
himfelf,  whether  die  Injundions  of  Qirift  and 
his  Apoftks,  were  thiogs  that  dropt  from  Hea- 
ven or  no.  But  then,  where  Men  are  convinced, 
or  have  fufficient  reaibn  to  be  coq vinc*d  ,  that 
thefe  Precepts  are  the  peremptory  will  of  God 
concerning  thdr  (alvation  (as  any  perfon  who 
is  npt  a  Changeling,  or  a  meer  Natural,  may  fiod 
upon  due  examination  and  inquiry,  if  he  will) 
there  God  expe^  opft  |a&ly ,  that  all  preten- 
ces. 
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ces,  and  excu(e$,  and  carnal  reaibnio^s,  (bould 
fall,  and  the  Soul  fabmit  readily  to  the  yoke  of 
Chrift,  and  refign  in  .will  to  Chrift'$  Will 
(though  it  cannot  for  the  preient  comprehend 
(be  true  reafon  of  fome  commands)  and  fijgbr 
it  ielf  to  be  aded,  and  guided  by  theife  Lawg, 
without  oootradtdion^  or  oppodxf on,  or  tergi^- 
veriation  ,  denying  and  reoouocing  every  ap^ 
prehenfion,  or  fi^geftion,  that  would  follicit  or 
tempt  it  to  ftart  aiide  from  fincere  obedience^ 
and  all  difcourfes,  that  would  da(h  or  im^ 
pede  its  willingn^  and  readine(s  to  embrace 
them. 

And  indeed,  this  is  all  we  mean  by  true 
G>nveriion,  vi%.  ceafing  to  obey  the  didates 
of  the  World,  the  Fle(b,  and  the  Devil,  and  en- 
deavouring ferioufly  to  live  up  ta  the  Precepts 
of  the  Gofpel,  witl}Out  asking  our  lufts,  or  vain 
defires,  whether  they  are  willing  to  tt  or  no  $ 
a  (incere  refolution  to  get  from  under  the  yoke 
of  (in,  and  to  make  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  bought 
us  with  his  own  bk)od,  our  iupreoie  Ruler  and 
Governour.  And  fince  there  can  be  no  Go* 
vernment  without  Laws,  aod  we  never  heard 
of  any  other  Laws,  Chrift  gave,  but  what  we 
have  in  the  Gofpel,  we  cannot,  and  dare  not 
but  conclude,  that  to  live  up  to  tbe&  Laws  of 
the  Gofpel,  is  true  Converfion*,  And  therefore 
an  unconverted  (inner  is  called  a  Man  without 
Law,  not  but  t^at  be  hatlia  Law  in  his  Mem^ 
bers,  warring  comimially  againfl:  the  Law  of 
bis  n^ind  ,  nor  that  be  lives  under  oo  law  of 
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the  Civ3  Magiftrate,  he  can  live  in  po  fbciety^ 
b^t  he  rnQftoe  fubjeft  to  the  Municipal  Law 
of  th0  Mnd ,  but  becaufe  he  doth  not  make 
the  tsLW  of  Chrift  the  rule  of  his  thoughts,  and 
words,  andadions,  which  upon  his  C^onverGon 
he  begins  to  do ,  and  becomes  fi  Man  that  lives 
by  rule,  and  is  as  cautious  of  doing  any  thing 
againft  that  law,  though  in  (ecr^,  and  removea 
nom  the  fight  and  prefence  of  Men ,  as  if  the 
greateft,  and  graveft  Aflen&ly  did  furround 
nim. 

And  indeed ,  the  primitive  Chriflians  took 
no  peribn  to  be  converted,  that  did  not  ms^ke 
thete  Laws  the  great  Rule  of  his  Life ,  and 
ihew'd  by  his  adions,  that  he  priz  d,  and  efteem'd 
and  valued  thefe  Laws  ,  above  all  the  Orders, 
and  Decr^,  and  ConftitutioQs  of  the  greatefl: 
Monarchs.  Not  that  they  4ifobey'd  the  Laws 
of  their  Prince,  where  they  cia(hed  not  wid)^ 
any  Law  of  God  j  No  ,  this  they  foorqed , 
and  abhorred ,  nay ,  they  gloried  in  their 
fubmilliott  to  all  the  lawful  commands  of  their 
Superiours  3  but  where  the  Laws  of  their  Prin- 
ces  interfered  with  any'  Law  of  Qirift,  there 
they  (hew'd,  by  thek  chearful  fufierings ,  that 
they  had  a  greater  Mafter  to  iery^ ,  and  tha( 
there  was  no  greater  png,  than  Confci* 
ence. . 

When  we  do  entreat  and  admonifli  Men  to 
be  converted,  what  do  we  do,  but  perfwade 
them  to  mortifie  their  Members  which  are  up^ 
on  the  earth ,  fornication ,  i|n(jeann^,  tno^i* 
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nate  afl^on,  evil  concupilceiiqe,  and  oovetoaf- 
nej&,  ivluch  is  Idolatry  j  and  tp  pat  off  anger^ 
wrath,  malice,  blalphemy,  aod  filthy  comnmni^ 
cation  of  their  mouths  s  and  to  put  on  bowels 
of  mercy,  kiqdnels,  humblenefi  ot  mind,  meek* 
nefi,  long-iiifl^pqg ,  Co  as.  to  forbear  one  ano- 
ther,  and  fo^ye  one  doother.  To  let  the 
word  of  Ghriu  dwell  in  them,  richlyy  in  all  wis- 
dom, teacbinff  and  admoniflnng  one  another  ia 
Plalms,  and  %ino$,  and  fpiritual  Song^  fingjing 
with  grace  in  th^ir  hearts  unto  the  U>rd  5  and 
whatever  they  do  in  word  and  deed,  to  do  k  all 
in  the  name,  cif  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ,  giving 
thanks  untq  God  a^d  the  Father  through  him. 
To  be  poor  In  (piri(,  to  be  meek,  to  hunger  and 
third:  after  righteoij^nefi,  to  purifie  their  hearis, 
to  follow  peace  with  all  Men  as  much  as  in 
them  lies.  To  be  patient  under  danders ,  re- 
proaches, and  perfecutions.  To  live  in  a  fenie 
of  futurif  joys,  and  of  an  everlafting  recompence. 
To  avoid  all  apparent  occafions  of  evil ,  even 
things  that  are  harmlefs  in  themfelves,  if  they 
provoke,  or  tempt  to  fin.  To  avoid  Swearing 
in;tl}eir  ordinary  di(cour(es  and  comipunicati* 
ons  5  to  love  their  enemiles,  to  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  them,  to  pray  for  them  which  perfe- 
cute  them,  and  defpiteftdly  ufe  them.  To  give 
Alms  without  any  finifter  ends,  to  pray  wjthput 
afieftation  of  vain  ap{daufe,  or  laying  apy  jdre^ 
upon  the  length  of  thehr  prayers.  Tof|}(lwitbr 
out  oftentation ,  to  lay  up  tfapc  Trqe^urp .  in 
Heaven,  to  truft  Gm  PiqniieB»  in  tfafir 
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rtCpeOHtve  Callidgs  and  Condttfom »  to  love 
hioi  better  than  the  World,  to  ufe  the  World  ki 
if  they  us'd  it  not ;  tiot  to  grieve  the  hdy 
Spirit  of  God  ,  wherel^  they  are  ftaled  untd  ^ 
the  day  of  Redemption.  Not  to  judge  rafhljr, 
but  to  forfake  their  g^^tet  (ins ,  betore  tfac^ 
find  fault  v^ith  the  fe&r  traafgftfiions  of  tbdr 
Nei^bburs.  Not  to  be  cold  and  indifferent  id 
mattenr  of  piety  5  not  to  be  pcevi(h  i  or  fro- 
ward,  or  itnpatichr,  to  hearken  to  the  reproofs, 
and  exhortatiom  of  feithful  monitors  5  not 
td  be  pleafed  with  their  own  praiies ,  nor  to 
comply  with  iinfut  Men  in  their  virions  incli* 
nations  5  not  to  liften  to  the  didates  b(  fiefh 
and  hliood ,  to  the  cenlures,  backbitii^^  re- 
p'o^ches,  afperfions,  which  profane  Men  caft 
upon  the  ways  of  Holinefi;  to  be  bold  as  Li- 
ons, in  maintaining  the  honour  of  Religion,  and 
in  daring  to  be  good  in  a  finful  Generati- 
on. To  walk  in  the  ftraight  way,  and  take  pains 
for  Heaven.  To  avoid  hypocrifie,  and  to  ma- 
nifeft  their  profeflion  by  their  lives  5  both  to 
hear,  and  to  do  what  they  hear,  and  to  bring 
forth  fruits  meet  for  Repentance ;  and  to  let 
their  light  fo  ftnfte  before  Men,  that  they  may 
fee  their  good  works ,  and  glorifie  their  Father 
which  is  in  Heaven,  To  be  faithful  unto  death, 
and  to  hold  out  to  the  end ,  and  to  fuffer  for 
the  Teftimony  of  Tefus  ^  if  God  think  fit  to 
call  them  to  it  j  and  to  confider  him  that  endu- 
red fuch  concradidieia  of  finners  againft  faim- 
fdii  kft  ctey  bfr 'ivtary  and  faint  in  theii^  ^ 
*»'•'  .  '-  •  -  Minds. 
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Miods.  To  feed  the  buogry^  to  cloatb  the 
nxked^  and  vifit  the  fick,  and  to  hope,  and  to 
believe,  that  they  ifaall  be  rewarded  at  the  Ke- 
fiure^on  <^  the  J«ft. 


Thefe  are  the  great  Leflbns,  we  beg  of  Meb» 
that  they  would  hearken  to  j  Leflbns,  whidi 
would  refine  their  Souls,  clarify  their  ReialoD, 
make  them  fit  for  converfing  with  him ,  that 
dwelleth  in  the  Heavens. 

Thefe  are  the  things,  we  would  have  them 
labour  after,  when  we  entreat  them  to  turn,  or. 
to  be  converted  unto  Cod  5  and  what  are  all 
thefe  Performances,  but  Duties  enjdyn'd  by  our 
Lord  and  Mafter,  upon  pain  of  Damnation.  He 
bath  protefted,  that  thde  who  wUfiiUy  negkffc 
thefe  Laws,  and  do  not  thitik  ihemfelves  oUi- 
ged  to  obey  them ,  when  yet  they  ptofe(i 
themfelves  to  be  his  EX(ciptes ,  (hall  find  by 
woful  eirperiebce,  what  it  is  to  tread  under  foot 
the  Son  of  God  ,  and  to  turn  away  from  him 
that  fpeaks  from  Heaven.  He  is  unchangeably 
reiblved ,  where  Men  make  light  of  his  invita*-' 
tion,  and  flight  thefe  realboable  terms  of  fahra*- 
tion,  and  emertain  his  Meflage  with  contempt,- 
and  neither  repent  of  that  contempt,  nortefti*' 
fie  thdr  repentance  by  tears,  and  (brrow,  and' 
reformation,  and  obedience  for  the  futur^^  to^ 
let  them  have  that  eternal  mifery ,  that  un** 
quenchable  fire,  whereby  he  thought  to  fright 
and  wean  them  fitun  their  luftt^  and  ta  drive 
them  kitoPata£ies  aiidywt»fih4s.fofiir  front 
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lerrifyiiig  of  them,  that  they  run  iiit6  it  mdft 
greedily,  item  tx)  invade  tbote  flames^  add  to 
be  jn  love  with  eodlefsagoniesi  * 

And  now  let  any  Man,  io  his  wits ,  Judge, 
whether  Converfion,  in  that  (enfe,  we  fpeak  of^ 
bo|h/  in  publids  and  private,  be  not  indifpen- 
fably  necefifary.^  And  whether  Conlideration 
hoW;  to  be  converted,  fall  not  under  the  ume 
neceffity  }  Our  Natures, are  not  fo  very  prone 
tojgoodne(s,  that  we  may  yidd  to  thefe  Laws, 
without  examining  and  thidiing  what  way 
we  ought  to  take,  to  work  our  hearts  Into  a 
holy  wiUing^eis  to  fubmit  J  for  it's  a  fwimming 
againft  the  ftteam,  climbing  up  a  Hill,  ruuning  ' 
counter  to  our  inclinations  5  and  therefore  the 
Soul  had  need  be  ieafon'd  with  thoughts  of 
.the  admirable  contrivance,  goodnefi,  profit, 
benefit,  and  advantages  of  thele  Laws ,  and  of 
the  love  and  compaffion  of  God  that  (bines  in 
them  J  and  of  the  tiarmony ,  order^  calmnefi, 
peace,  and  fatisfadion.  Obedience  caules,  before 
we  can  conform  our  wills  to  his  will,  who  is 
cefolv'd ,  that  Dogs  and  Swme  (ball  not  enter 
into  Heaven.  Indeed  ,  a  Man  that  will  obey . 
and  be  (aved,  muft  be  a  thinking  Man,  hb  mind 
muft  fet  dW ,  and  launch  out  into  the  deep; 
fetch  the  antient  Hermits  from  Mgyft ,  Saints 
ifomjerufakm^  Partbians  2ind  Medes^  andjB/i^- 
mites  ^  and  what  Holy  Men  lived  formerly  m 
PoiitUi^  and  4/^<i,  Phrygian  and  Pamphili^^  and 
briQg  tb^m  toto  his  own  Clofet,  fet  them  before 
t)ii  thought?!  behold  bow  they  kept  under  their 
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bodies ,  and  brought  them  in  iubjeftt on ,  left 
.they  fiiould  mi(s  of  a  reccupence  in  the  redir^ 
re£Mon  of  the  Juft. 

But  what  (hail  we  fay  }  when  Men  are  refol- 
ved  to  live  like  Swine,  and  will  not  believe,  that 
God  demands  that  hoiineis  of  them^^e  Scriptore 
fpeaks  of,  when  they  believe  God  to  be  altoge* 
iher  fuch  an  one,  as  they  themfelves,  a  friend  to 
(in,  and  fal(e  in  his  threatnings,  when  they  be* 
lieve,  that  Di(cour(es  of  Divines  abt>ut  Converfi-* 
en^  are  no  more  but  talk,  a  caft  of  their  Office,and 
that  themfelves  give  no  credit  to  the  things  they 
Preach  to  others  i  when  they  believe,  that  God 
denies  them  nothing,  that  their  Nature  pro4j)pts 
them  to,  and  is  pleas'd  with  their  frolicksand  di- 
vertifements.  When  they  believe,  that  the  great 
end  of  their  Creation  is  to  get  Money  3  and  that 
they  have  a  Being  given  them  in  this  World,  to 
fill  their  bellies  with  all  the  Dainties  Ihey  can  getj 
when  they  do  not  heartily  believe  a  judgment 
ro  come ,  and  look  upon  the  flames  of  To'^ 
phet  but  as  painted  fire  5  when  they  take  world- 
ly felicity  for  their  Heaven,  and  with  there 
were  no  other  Beatitude  after  this  life,  but  Mu 
homeh  Paradife.  When  they  account  that 
ro  be  the  beft  calling  and  condition,  and  place 
for  them  to  live  in  ,  where  they  have  fulnefi 
of  bread,  and  Money  enough,  and  Inftruments 
of  eafe,  as  Coaches,  and  Chairs,  and  Horfes,  and 
Servants^  to  attend  them.  When  they  do  fo, 
we  had  as  good  tempt  th^m  to  knock  their 
h^ads.  agaioQ  a  Wall ,  as  perfaade  them  into  a 
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feriou$  Confideratioq  oi  their  ways.  Without  all 
penidv£ntui;ei  it «  worth  confidering,  that  Cod 
intends  fomethingby  the  aforefaid  Precepts,  and 
that  they  are  not  d^Hgn'd  for  Beafts  and  irratio- 
nal Creatures  j  that  God  doth  not  think  fo  light 
of  them  a&  we  do  ^  ajid  hath  a  Cenfe  of  Honour/ 
and  will  not  l^c  a  wilful  contempt  of  things  fo 
i^cred,'  and  fo  venerable,  go  unpuqifb'd  j  that 
obedience  ma^s  Men  like  unto  Cpd,  and  caules 
them,  in  .feme  meafure,  to  approach 'the  holineis 
of  his  Natuie }  that  thofe  certaidly  mufl:  be  in  a 
better  condition,  when  they  come  to  die,  who 
follow  the(e  Rules ,  than  the  other,  that  know 
no  Laws,  but  the  didates  of  their  own  licenti- 
Qufnefs  J  that  thefe  Laws  enjoyn  nothing,  but 
what  agriees  with,  and  promotes  the  pro^rity 
of  Mankind )  and  that  ')k  we  believe  God  to  be 
jealous  of  his  glory,  to  obey  thefe  Laws,  muft,  in 
all  probability,  be  the  moft  likely  way  to  pleaie 
him  5  that  thele  Precepts  do  Ggnally  advance  the 
dignity  of  Humane  Nature ,  and  clofing  With 
theq^  (hews  the  geoerolity  and  greatnefi  of  Man's 
Soul,  that  he  dares  live  above  the  common  level 
of  Mankind  j  that  to  become  fubjeft  to  tbefe 
Laws,  is.  the  fafeft  couife,  and  a  Maa  can  lofe, 
nothing  con(iderable,  by  that  fubjedion,  if  there 
^ere  no  other  World  5  that  all  thofe  that  fub* 
ipit  to  thefe  Laws^  cannot  be  Fools^  and  if  the 
wifeftof  Men  clo(e  with  thele  lajund&ons.  It 
mun-,  to  fpeak  moderately ,  be  very  great  izn* 
prudence  to  laugh  at  them. 

But  whefe  Converfion  ii  thwght  a  tluog 
i  :     .  fuper- 
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(upcrflootts  9  DO  marvel  if  CpnGderAtion  be 
lool^'d  upon  as  a  task  6t  9Q^y  for  Men  ^  wlio 
batre nothing el(e tqeqiploy  their  time ia  i  And 
yet  10  their  Tonporal  concerns  fuperiiuousthii^ 
ore  iDofk  coveted)  Rooms  of  State  they  (eldom 
make  ufe  of,  more  proViGoBL  than  they  cati  well 
ipend  9  more  fianiiture  than  they  need ,  more 
garments  than  they  have  juft  occafipn  for^  (b  that 
iuperfluous  things  are  not  always  cafl:  afide,  and 
therefore  ConvcriioD  might  at  leafl:  be  as  much 
minded,  as  thole  fuperfiuities  of  vanity.  But  the 
fame  realbn  that  ferves  them  in  Temporal^  doth 
Dot  ferve  them  io  Spiritual  things,  aiKl  they  wijtf 
couQt  that  a  gpod  Argument  in  matters  relating 
to  their  Bodies,  which  they  will  by  no  means 
admit  of  in  a .  point  relating  to  their  Souls^ 
though  the  cafe  and  ctrcomlVanQes  be.  the  (ame» 
And  as  it  is  with  Men,  that  will  tiot  receive  a 
Pktreni:  feot  them  from  oo^  they  (cora,  they  do 
not  only  refufe  the  Gift,  but  will  not  fee  the 
Me&oger  that  brings  it :  fo  here,  Cpniideratioa 
being  the  Mefienger  that  would  prefeat  them 
with  the  vaft  Treafure  of  Converlion,  they  not 
only  rejed  the  Gift ,  but  the  Donour  too«  In^ 
deed  where  People  defpife  the  Houfe ,  they'll 
have  nogreat  value  for  the  Porch )  and  when 
the  end  feeos  needkfs ,  theyll  not  trouble 
^emielves  mwfa  about  ufing  the  means  that 
lead  to  it;  And  fuch  perlbns  we  muft  leave 
to  be  convinced  of  the  necelity  of  ConverfioO) 
by  their  pnotfinent.  Stace  realbn  cannot 
peri#ade.  thcoi^  ^udgmft^nrnft  take  away  the 
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veil  from  their  eyes.  What  Exhortation  can- 
not efieft,  Thunder  muft  produce.  What  they 
will  rfot  believe  upon  the  Word  of  God,  they 
muift  be  fore  d  to  give  afleot  to  by  the  flames^ 
tbey  (hall  ere  long-^feel  the  rage^  and  fury  of  5 
and  God,  who  could  not  be  glorified  in  their 
Converiion,  muO:  glorifie  him(df  in  their  ever- 
lading  confufion. 

I  X.  ImpedimeHt. 

IX.  Mijiakjffg  the  Natnre  of  Oftjidera$m. 
As  the  way  to  life  is  but  one,  fo  the  ways  that 
lead  CO  deftrudion  are  infinite ,  *  and  without 
number.  And  fuch  root  doth  a  finfiii  life,  if 
not  check'd  betimes,  take  in  Men,  t^at  if  they 
can  but  find  the  (hadow  of  an  excufe,  they 
will  not  fail  to  lay  hold  6^  it,  that  they  may 
not  part  with  what  they  love  fo  dearly.  It's 
from  hence,  that  all  their  little  attempts  to  per- 
form their  duties ,  pafs  with  them  for  the  du- 
ties themfelves  5  as  if  lifting  up,  or  moving  a 
piece  of  Lend,  were  as  much  as  carr^rig  of  it 
from  one  place  to  another*  They  would  be 
aogry  with  their  fervants,  if  demanded,  what 
work  they  have  done ,  they  (hould  reply,  that 
they  have  executed  their  Mafliers  commands, 
when  they  have  only  touch*d  the  Plow  with  a 
finger ,  or  play 'd.  with  it  to  divert  them  5  and 
rake  ft  very  ill  of  a  Waterman,  that  (hould 
ask  Money  of  them  for  carrying  them  to  the 
place  they  intended  for,  if  he  (bwiklbttteive'a 
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ftroke  or  two  with  bis  Oar,  and  Co  give  over ; 
and  laugh  at  that  perlbn,  that  (hould  preten4 
he  hath  made  them  a  fire,  when  he  hath  laid 
but  two  or  three  fticks  together.  The  folly 
they  find  fault  with  in  others ,  they  pradife 
themfelves  s  wA  while  they  attempt  to  take 
the  Mote  out  of  their  Brother  s  eye»  they  are 
infenfible  of  the  Beam ,  that  is  in  their  own  5 
for  thu%  we  find,  they  do  proceed ,  when  ex- 
ported to  a  (erious  confideration  of  their 
ways ;  they  take  every  (ad  thought  of  their 
rpiritual  Concerns  for  Confideration ,  and  a 
ramUingima^nation  of  thdr  danger,  pafles  for 
contemplation  of  their  fpiritual  wretched  nets. 
Becaufe  now  and  then ,  when  (bme  lo(s  or 
afflidion  befalls  them,  a  melancholy  conceit 
fteals  into  their  minds  5  and  when  they  cannot 
have  their  will ,  or  are  eroded  and  difappoint^ 
ed  in  their  Worldly  expedations ,  they  begin 
to  fret ,  and  grow  impatient ,  and  in  that  im- 
patience give  a  look  to  the  Image  6l  Jejur^ 
and  his  Difdples ,  who  endured  great  afflidii* 
ons ,  becaufe  when  their  Children  have  dealt 
unkindly  by  them,  or  poverty  is  like  to  come 
upon  them,  they  vouchrafe  to  let  in  a  tranfient 
contem^ation  of  the  Worlds  Vanity  5  and 
when  (bme  great  Man  hath  caft  them  off,  or 
their  Friends  are  difpleas'd  with  them ,  they 
do  (lightly  refled  on  the  never  fading  compdS- 
fion  of  Ood,  and  caft  a  carelefs  look  on  their 
(ins,  that  may  have  de(erved  the'  trouble  they 
9re  under s  they  give  out,  they  confider  the 
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things  that  belong  unto  thek  ptBoe  9  and  if 
thefe  flaflies  do  not  produce  thofe  i^€ts  in 
them,  the  Holy  Choft  expeOs,  they  are  apt  to 
charge  Confideration  with  infafficiency ,  and 
€!ry  out  againft  it,  as  a  ttieans  iinprioper  to  pro^ 
duce  that  feriournefi  of  life,  whkdk  God  reooir^ 
6f  them,  in  order  to  eVerlafting  happmeu  5  as 
if;  like  Aqna  fortify  it  would  take  ofttt  the  Ink 
which  Sin ,  and  the  DeVil  hate  caft  00  their 
Souls  in  a  moment ,  and  a  Raveft  £ould  he 
changed  into  a  Swin,'  ^th  an  Alni^lM^  Fiat^ 
Let  it  be  fij  andH  ffinfi  k  fo  5  wherein  they 
appear  to  me  like  young  and  bafty  Cbymifts, 
that  are  impatient ,  mA  wil)  not  let  the  Afe^- 
Siruum  (land  long  enough,  but  Would  have  the 
experiment  perfcft ,  before  the  matter  be  ripe 
for  operation  5  and  thus  they  come  to  mi(car*' 

To  think  how  Men  play  the  fool  with  Reli- 
gion,  how  aukwardly  they  go  about  it,  and  hoVr 
filly  the  Apologies  are,  they  make  for  this  neg- 
kd,  cannot  but  make  a  fober  Man  admire,  how 
its  poffible  for  them  to  (ink  into  fucb  fimplici- 
ty,  or  fondnefs  rather,  to  delude  ihcir  own 
?ouIs.  They  know  it  is  not  a  (troke  or  two 
that  will  fell  a  Tree  i»  nor  knocking  twice  or 
thrice,  that  will  pulldown  aHoufe,  nor  blow- 
ing (lightly,  that  will  make  green  witod  burn  ^ 
and  yet  that  they  {bould  be  fo  fottiSi,  fo  im- 
pertinent ,  fo  abominably  carele&  ki  the  great** 
eft  concern  of  their  lives,  and  fency  that,  a  few 
carekfs  thoughts   now  and  then  will  produce 
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that  drcQtMfpeA  life  066  tomthAnds  And 
urges,  bettap  Co  greiat  a  (hallownefs  of  reg- 
ion ,  and  is  an  aft  fo  weak ,  thdt  I  know  not 
how  to  give  it  a  name  ditpatraging  add  low  e« 
hough.  * 

Alas !  ConBderation ,  as  hath  been  hinted 
before,  is  a  frequent  reiterated  lively  reprefen-i 
ration  of  the  danger  of  a  fidfid  life  $  sind,  SIN- 
NER, Didfl  not  thou  go  abbnt  it  like  a  Man 
that  is  in  )eft ,  thou  would'ft  fee  what  won^ 
dets  it  doth  eaule.^  DhlflE  thod  fet  Upon  thlsl 
thoughtful  task  in  fbber  faddefs,  and  if  the  fir  ft, 
and  fecond  ,  and  third  Confideraticm ,  would 
not  weaken  the  Fortifications ,  or  ftrong  holds 
of  iniquity,  affault  them  with  frefti  fuppHcs  of 
thoughts ,  and  aggravate  the  fins  thou  wouldft 
be  rid  of,  and  think  how  often  flighted  con- 
vidions  border  upon  thti  fin  againft  the  Holy 
Ohoft ,  and  move  God  to  fwear  in  his  wrath; 
that  fuch  Men  (hall  never  enter  into  his  reft, 
thou  wouldft  not  find  that  relilh  in  fin,  >hicb 
now  thou  doft  5  thou  wouldft  find  it  hath  raor8 
of  the  Gall  and  Wormwood  in  it,  thai  of  the 
Honey.  Thy  (cnfual  appetite  would  lofe  much 
of  its  heat  and  fury ,  and  jhy  paflSons  wouM 
be  brou^t  into  a  cooler  temper.  Ulijha  bids 
the  King  of  IJrael  fmite  upon  the  •ground  ,  and 
he  fmate  thrice  ,  and  Jlayed  3  And  the  Man  of 
God  was  wtotb  mth  him  ,  and  faid ,  Thon 
jfbouldefi  have  fmitten  five  or  Jx  times ,  ihett  ' 
hadft  thou  fmitten  Syria  tiU  thon  hadfi  confitmed 
them^  2  wngs  13.  18,  19.    An  cmbletoe  of 
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what  is  to  be  done  in  the  cafe  before  us.  Sin 
may  be  weakned  by  fome  ftrokes  of  Confidera* 
tion,  bat  will  not  }pt  confumed  without  thole 
ftrokes  be  often  repeated. 

One  great  error  Men  lie  under,  is  this,  that 
they  confider  the  pleafure  of  Go  more,  than  the 
benefits  of  a  feripus  Religious  life  5  and  what*^, 
ever  hath  moft  of  my  Confideration^  muft  ne- 
ceOfarily  prevail  moft  with  me.  Let  but  the 
want  of  Gods  love  be  more  thought  of^  than 
outward  poverty ,  and  Cods  holiaefs  and  ha- 
tred of  fin  dwell  on  your  underftanding^  more, 
than  the  difpleafure  and  contempt  of  Men. 
Let  but  the  Concerns  of  your  Souls  have  more 
of  your  Contemplations ,  than  the  facis-' 
fadions  of  the  fleOi,  and  you  II  (ee  other  ef<* 
fefts. 

But  where  Men  fuffer  the  fenfual  fatisfafti- 
on,  they  have  either  felt,  or  heard  of,  to  play 
upon  their  fancy,  and  to  (port  it  felf  with  their 
imagination ,  where  tbey  dandle  the  fofc  con- 
ceit, and  call  the  fmiling  pleafure  to  mind  ofc- 
ner,  tl^n  the  real  and  (c^id  pleafures  of  Holi- 
neis  S  there  the  former  cannot  but  get  the  bet- 
ter, and'  play  the  Sovereign,  and  rule  the  Soul, 
as  will  aj^pear  (to  mention  no  more)  from 
thefe  two  inftances :  Such  a  Man  is  troubled 
with  lafcivious  thoughts,  and  luftful  defires  s 
when  the  finful  thought  (hoots  firft  into  the 
mind,  if  he  do  prefently  call  in  Confideration? 
of  God  s  prohibition,  and  anger,  and  of  everi- 
lafting  burnings,  and  fet  before  his  eyes  the  fate 
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qF  Scdem  and  Gomarrba^  the  brevity  and  tran* 
fitormels  of  thefe  fleflily  (atisfadioos, .  the  tears, 
the  aoguifli,  the  grief  they  mufl:  coft  him,  if  e- 
ver  Cod  (hould  accept  of  faioi ;  the  uncertainty 
of  his  life,  the  hazard  he  runs  of  being  cut  oft, 
before  he  may  have  a  heart  to  repent  3  the 
multitude  and  variety  of  (ins,  his  lufts  will  en* 
gage  Him  in  5  the  diieafes  and  infirmities  he 
tmj  procure  3  the  unquietnefs  of  Confcience, 
he  {hall  fmll  down  upon  himfelf,  &c.  and  re- 
(blve  to  enhfge  upon  thefe  difcouragements^ 
and  dp  it ,  as  often  as  he  finds  his  flelh  grow 
nnruly  and  trouUefome,  he'll  certainly  get 
the  vidory,  and  captivate  his  lufts  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrift  Tefus.  £ut  when  the(e 
Confiderations  are  called  in  only<  for  forma* 
lities  fake,  and  the  finner,  to  make  God  fome 
recompence  for  the  folly  he4<£lightsin,  and  to 
ftop'the  mouth  of  the  crying  Child,  his  Confci- 
ence,  not  out  of  any  love  to  the  duty,  but  forcd 
and  drag*d,  as  Men  go  to  the  Gallows,  is  con* 
tent  to  think  a  little  of  his  extravagance,  and 
that  which  gratifies  his  fickly  pffions,  is  fufTer'd 
to  be  the  chief  Gue(t  of  his  underitanding  5 
when  inftead  of  Arguments  aga'inQ:  thefe  lufts, 
be  lays  out  for  Topicks ,  and  Confiderations, 
which  may  diminifli  and  take  off  from  the 
greatnefi  of  the  fin,  as,  that  God  will  not  be 
angry  £br  one  fin;  and  that  fare.  Cod  rememr 
bers  how  frail  and  weak  liis  nature  is,  and  that 
be  doth  not  intend  to  allow  himfelf  long  in  it, 
9ad  that  he  would  fain  avoid  it,  but  cannot  ^ 
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and  that  the  ftreogth  erf*  his  paffioa  will  excuie 
the  heinoufnefs  of  hi$  crime,  ahd  that  mod  mea 
have  had  their  frdicks  in  their  youager  days, 
&c.  where  he  foffers  the  circamftances  of  his 
laft  nights  Revelling  to  rool  in  his  mind,  how 
fi>ft  (iich  embraces  were,  how  Idnd  the  jperfon 
was,  that  lov*d  hifn,  how  A/^eet  her  addrefles 
were,  how  melting  her  fmiles  and  favours,  how 
jdeafing  what  fhe  faid  and  did,  how  merry  the 
meeting  was,  how  eafie  he  was  tinder  thole  feli- 
fttal  raptures,  how  glad  other  peHbos  would  be 
to  have  (uch  ai^  opportunity  as  he  had  s  how 
he  was  heightened  by  fttch  a  Cup,  how  elevated 
with  that  curious  Drink ,  how  that  Li()uof , 
with  the  firange  name ,  difpos'd  him  for  the  ca- 
tefiesof  fiich  a  beauty  ,  bow  fuch  an  one  ap- 
plauded him  for  his  wit,  how  taking  that  jcft 
Was,  how  delighted  the  company  was  with  bis 
Raillery,  &€.  Where,  I  fay,  the  mind  dwells 
upon  fuch  light  and  fit>thy  conceptions ,  and 
whatever  would  daft  them,  isonlyHiewn,  as  it 
were,  to  the  mind,  but  is  not  fuflfered  to  enter 
in  to  take  po(!effion ,  beats  only  againft  the 
fancy,  is  not  permitted  to  mingle  with  it,  or  if 
it  enter,  isj^aickly  thruft  out  agatti  j  and  if  it  be 
allowed  aieat  there,  is  foon  diftnift'd,  and  turn*d 
taway  again  5  there  certainly  the  Mari  muft  con- 
tinue a  (lave  to  his  corruptions  and  paflionate 
defires,  aqd  the  Confiderations  which  were  to 
produce  feriouihefi,  and  obedience  in  him,  can; 
not  but  be  ineffedlual,  becaufe  they  do  not  Va 
on  long  enough  3  as  ^Ited  meat  will  not  lofe 

much 


,  \ 


of  CotiGiiimum.       115 

omi^  of  its  &tciai  tafte»  if  twt  dipt  ra  wdter^ 
Dordotb  imbibe  atiofture^  that  it  butfpriiikletf 

UpOQlt 

Another  rtcAvtn  a  fignal^  fn)ory)  the  affront 
he  fafiers  is  great  Md  notorioia  3  on  a  fucldeii 
bi£^  pafiiom  are  up  f  Hi$  undcrftandiiig  is  frult^ 
^U  fo^fts  a  tfaotirMid  Doerbods  to  him,  bo«r 
be  naight  right  hioifelf.  The  Devil  fecrerly 
faeips  to  enlarge  the  heinoufnefe  oi  the  faiQ  ^ 
iMriches  the  inveocion,  makts  it  ^uick,  appre^ 
benfire,  fills  hitn  with  the  unhappy  Imaget  of 
aggravating  circumftances ,  reprefent^  to  h'n 
mind  the  fwcecnefs  of  revenge^  the  diffflal  afptfd 
of  the  hidigftity,  the  unfoffetablenefsf  of  the  di(^ 
grace,  the  wa^  and  means  how  to  compafii^  hh 
vindidiiye  de%n,  thefbame  tb^'i^  thrown  up' 
on  bis  honour,  the  baftnefs  of  the  injury^  thfl 
ft>rdidneis  of  the  adiiion ,  the  idgraritucfe  that's 
(hewn  in  ir ,  the  tindvilitf  the  offender  harh 
difcover'd,  the  verdiCh  of  his  *:quaintaoce,  in 
cak  he  doch  not*  reward  the*  offender  aceordinf^ 
to  his  work,  tbt  filot  that  will  be  upon  his  Fa^ 
milpfor  ever,  the  various  advantages  he  former^ 
ly  had  again^  the  Wretch^  which  yet  he  icorh'd 
to  take,  &c.  And  white  his  mind  is  fiird  with 
fhdie  ifflaginatk>i% ,  its  poffibj^,  refledtons  oriF 
the  folly  of  his  ^ger,  on  the  charity  he  oweil 
to  ^i  Mankind,  the  example  of  Chrift  and  hk 
Apo^les  praying  -  for  their  perfecotors  $  the 
generofiry  Of  patidoniflg  an  offence  $  and  for^ 
bearing  of  revenge,  when /it  liesia  our  powei? 
CO  be  even  wifb  the  offender  i  fuch  thoughts 

as 
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as  thefe,  I  (ay,  may  ftrike  bis  mind  s  but  if  be 
(iiffer  the  motives  to  revenge  to  lodge  more 
qmetly  in  his  mind,  than  the  motives  to  pati- 
ence and  forgivenels,  it's  foon  gae(s*d  which  of 
thirfe  will  be  Conquerors.  Let  but  his  mind  ra- 
miilate  and  enlarge  more  upon  the  great  duty 
of  ^rbearing  revenge,  than  upon  the  pleaiure  of 
taking  revenge  $  Let  him  reiolve  to  lay  afide 
the  thoughts  of  the  latter,  and  only  take  a' 
view  of-  the  former,  and  when  any  motions  to 
teflcA  on  the  injury,  and  to  take  it  ill,  come  in^ 
be  peremptory,  that  he  will  think  of  nothing 
but  the  beauty  of  meeknefs,  and  patience  5  and 
the  thoughts  which  inflamed  his  fpirits,  and 
made  the  Uood  boil  in  his  veins,  will  oool  by 
degrees,  and  the  motions  of  the  flefh  will  give 
ground  to  thofe  of  the  fpirtt. 

The  (ame  may  be  faid  of  all.  other  (ins,  which 
he  that  names  the  napie  of  Chrifl:  is  obliged  to 
depart  from  ^  he  that  would  be  rid  of  them, 
muft  not  let  the  tranfitoiy  latisfadbo,  thoTe 
(ins  afford ,  hover  in  his  mind  more,  than  the 
great  worth  of  an  immortal  Soul  ^  wh^re^^be 
ktter  is  made  the  moft  frequent  objeft  of  our 
thoughts,  love  to  the  other  will  dwindle  away, 
and  at  la(^  expire.  For  our  love  changes,  and 
moves  from  one  thing  to  another,  as  the  charms 
of  the  new  objeft  are  more  frequently  repre- 
iented  to  our  minds,  and  the  attradives  of  the 
one  are  rnqte  thought  on,  than  the  other.  It 
is  Com  the  very  ways  of  (in.  The  luftfi^l  Sot 
leaves  the  beauty,  he  doated  on  )ufl;  now,  and 

is 


is  tranfpoitecT  with  another.  What*d  the  rea- 
Iba  ?.  llie  new  Objeft  rolls  in  his  mind,  and 
fancy,  more  than  the  other,  and  confequently 
captivates  his  afieftions  more  s  to  that  were  the 
lovelinefi^  that  is  in  GoodneG,  (et  before  the  eye 
of  reafon,  more  than  the  gaudes  of  fin,  Good- 
ne(s  by  the  grace  of  God  would  at  laft  preponde« 
rate,  and  carry  away  the  vi&wy. 

To  make  this  appear,  we  need  no  other  proof 
but  common  experience  3  and  though  after  a 
Man  hath  ruminated  on  the  odioufnefs  of  a  dar- 
ling bofome  fin,  he  may  fall  into  it  again  3  yet 
the  arguments  which  make  againft  it,  and 
prompt  him  to  part  with  it,  being  called  in  a- 
gain,  and  again,  and  laid  on  afteft,  and  as  they 
wear  out,  or  decay,  renewed  and  ftrengthned 
with  greater  enforcives,  it  wiU  be  found,  That 
he  who  finned  with  courage  and  confidence  be* 
fore,  begins  now  to  fin  with  trembling,  and 
reludancy  of  mind,  and  at  laft  is  mov'd  to  bid 
an  eternal  farewel  to  it  The  frequent  think- 
ing on  thefe  realbns,  the  renewed  and  reitera- 
ted contemplations  of  the  horrid  ingratitude 
aj^inftGod,  and  of  the  (hame  and  forrow,  the 
fin  muft  end  in ,  firft  weaken  and  loofen  the 
poijbnous  plant ,  then  bru^  it,  and  at  laft  da 
quite  root  it  up,  anddeftroy.it.  Which  is 
the  realbo  why  the  Almighty  calls  to  Men,  Efi^ 
46.8.  Remember  tbis^  andJhewyoHrfelvesMen^ 
hwg  it  ^ain  toftmr  mind^  Oye  ttumfytejfifs.  To 
fiiew,  d^  without  oftei>  repeated  Cbnfiderati^ 
on,  they  wiU  contniie  4fetk4Hiy»  tiwir  kMt 

and 
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md  tb«t  without  it)  they  aSt  w>X  like  rational 

M^n,  but  Hk&Cbildrefi  radxT,  whole  fligfat  and 
thin  remembranoes  of  their  errors,  make  them 
fall  into  them  agjiia  with  the  next  (^>portu- 
nity. 

-^     \  *    X*  JmpedimeMt* 


^ 


^  X*  Ccnverji  rp^b  evil  Comfa^y^  Tberi?  is  not 
^  I  certainly  a  greater  encourageoieni:  ta  real  ho* 

"pefsy  than  religious  Ibciety,  and  good  exam* 
'es.    That  inooccaice ,  we  fee ,  makes  deeper 

impreffioQa  on  our  hearts,  than  that  we  bear  o^ 
y  and  our  eyes  afford  greater  motives  to  imita- 
^  tioo^  than  our  ears.  A  Religious  JFrieod  cbartm 
^  ne  into  that  piety  he  eobraces,  and  his  kind- 
I  nds  inftiUs  bis  (kvption  into  my  Soul  I  am 
%  apt  to  imbibe  his  Principles  of  virtue,  with  hij 
^ Juod  expreffions  i  and  firequent  converfe  makes 
^  fiisgoodneis  as  familiar  to  me«  a$  his  perlbn.  The 
^  fevereft  mortifications ,  tf  I  fee  them  performed 

by  tboTe  I  love ,  lofe  much  of  their  rigor  and 

.difinai  aiped,  and  become  anuable ;  and  as  nn^ 


>^ 
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y  pleaQog  a  thing»  as  felf-deoial  is,  it  looks  moce 
^  eafie  jmd  factk»  whea  he ,  I  am  intimately  ac« 


.'V 
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qo^ipted  withal,  (hews  me,  thgt  k  is  pr< 
^e, ;  It  doth  not  appeac  fucb  a  fortn^  'able 
thii^ «  as  before  it  ctid.    His  attempt  da(bes 
^  thoui^ts  of  impo&bility«  and  whin  a 

QDP»  wkbiatbe  ooc^pais  of  po& 
-^    b%yt  ihiwo  M  ihai  Mtuisd »  pr^Soquired  gcQe< 

iftiinit.|in|W  «&t»  ^bHTB  to  leave  that 

midone 
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others   live  ftrifter  and  precifer   than   their 

Neighbours ;  For,  to  fee  others  live  better,  is 

ro  receive  a  check  ,  and  the  goodnefs  of  fuch 

peribns    is   a   (ecret  reproof  of  their  own 

carelefnefs.    Converie  becomes  uneafie ,  where 

the  other  part  is  Religious ,  and  nothing  is  fo 

^figreat  a  reftraint  upon  their  iiidinations ,  as 

^che  conlcientiournefs  of  a  companion.    That 

^  gives  a  reprimunt  to  their  humour,  and  as  mu- 

:iftard  laid  upon  the  Nuries  Nipples,  marrs  the 

^Childs  greedinefs  after  her  milk,  fo  the  modeft 

and  (erious  behaviour  of  thofe ,  they  are  to 

onverfe  with,  embitters  that  Mirth  they  would 

ladly  take  their  fill  of,  and  therefore  as  they 

have  a  k>w  efteem  of  the  ways  of  God ,  (b 

they  would  not  have  others  prize  them  at  a 

higher  rate.    They  delight  in  (eniual  GirnhGCxr 

ons,  and  look  upon  other  Mens  di(cour(es  con- 

;^  cemtng  fpiritual  delight ,  as  nonlepce.    They 

^  %^te  aver(e  from  fubjedlng  themfelves  to  the 

^^  C  ^^''  ^^  ^^^  '  ^"^  would  have  others  as  difo* 
13^  bedient  as  themfelves.    They   think  it  was  a 
^y  yf^v  better  World,  when  there  was  not  fomuch 
:;:^  .|^  Praying  and  Preaching  as  there  is^now,  and 
would   have  others   fl^ht  Chrift  s  invitation^ 
;  to  the  Supper  of  the;  Lamb,  as  modi  as  theoa-^ 
^  ^^Jclves*  •^"'" 

liw^  "^  He  that  makes  fuch  his  familiars,  a|id  loc^s 
;^  t  vpon  them  as  difcreet  and  rationarMen,  muft 
M^  necofiarity  continue  a  (Granger  tfi^TGoflfidera- 
y.  -"^tion  of  iiis  Qnritaal^  ai|d  everla(|ftag.  concerns  ^ 
1^  ^for,  asitey  vkma  aJbirersof^iftfi^        which 
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•itfjvanoe  the  velfiir^  of  a  Soul,  and  (eldctaa  tak( 
tbe  name  of  God  in  their  mouths,  except  it  be| 
in  their  Oaths  and  Cur&s  5  fo  to  be  fure,  they'll 
,  tell  very  difiml  and  doleful  ftories  of  Rel^ion, 
upon  all  dccafions,  and  reprefent  the  feverer  per- 
formances of  Piety,  in  fuch  an  antick  dre(s,  that 
he,  who  prizes  their  company  or  acquaintance^ 
(hall  applaud  their  invention,  admire  them  for 
:  their  witty  conceits ,  and  defpife  all  feriou . 
thou^ts  concerning  things  of  everlaCting  confe- 
quence.  For  the  humour  is  catching,  and  things 
f^idS  with  a  jeft ,  firft  tickle,  and  then  make, 
Profelytes  3  and  he  that  at  firft  afiifted  only  ii 
the  laughter,  comes  at  laft  to  imitate,*  and  be  r"  ^ 
that  bare  a  part  in  the  fmile  and  applaufe,  is  '"^  ^^. 
brought  (b  far,  as  to  tranlcHbe  the  temper  and  ^  |]^ 
inclination.  ^^ 

v/  The  Age  we  live  in,  hath  taught  the  world  to 
/vend  Profenenefi  under  the  name  of  Wit,  and  to 
contemn  Religion  under  the  Mantle  of  Repar- 
tee, and  quicknefi  of  fancy  5  and  he  that  loves 
to  be  with  thefe  beaux  E^rits^  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, learn  to  be  as  carelefi,  and  as  i^cure  as 
they.  Evil  company,  where  a  man  delights  in 
it,  will  infeA  him,  do  what  be  can  5  if  he  have 
any  good  in  him,  they'll  wafte  and  coniume  it  3 
if  he  be  deftitute  of  virtuous  Principles,  they'll 
keep  out  all  Confiderations,  as  (hall  either  diP 
cqmpofe  him  in  his  folly,  or  (hed  refolutions 
into  his  Soul,  to  come  away  and  feek  a  better 
Kingdom  $  infbmuch  that  it  may  truly  be  faid 
pf  iuch^  '^iiMl^^  ^''^* 


veiled  from  Jern/akm  to  Jericho  That  he  is  faUfu 
1 1%  ^<5W«g  Robbers^  ufbojirip  him  rfaff^  and  leave  him 
"4^  |W/Zr4A/(?5  Luke  lo.  30. 
^^^31      ^^'^  Companions  are  the  Devik  Ageois  whodi 
:\      S  be  fends  abroad  into  the  World  to  debauch  Vir- 
^  tue,  and  to  advance  his  Kingdofxi  i  andbythele 
-^i^mbanadors  he  effefts  more  than  he  could  do 
I  m  hb  own  peribn.    His  owp  (hipe  and  appear- 
^  ing  would  fright  rather  than  allure,  and  as  well 
-ly  as  men  like  fin,  did  they  fee  the  Father  of  it, 
tbey  would  not  be  very  fond  of  being  his  chil- 
dren.   But  ading  in  the  children  of  difobedi- 
1?   cS  ^nce,  which  arc  of  the  (ame  fleflfi  and  blood  with 
us,  and  creatures  qi  the  fame  (kape,  and  from 
which  we  have  no  averfion  ,   Injt  raiher  feme 
^'  limes  a  great  affe^on  to,  the  bait  is  eafily  fwal- 
lowed:  Thefe  are  his  Faftors,  and  by  thefe  he 
draws  men  into  eternal  darknefs.    By  thefe  he 
pecks  up  all  the  good  feed  that  s  (own  in  us,  and 
infufcs  bad  qualities  into  our  better  parr,  Thcfe 
laugh  men  into  deftrudion,  and  damn  them  in 
kindnefs.    Thefe  fawn  men  into  milery ,  and 
^  "  y  tickle  them  into  an  eternity  of  torments.   Thefe 
*  ^\   >;  ;ium  Religion  into  Jefts,  and  make  the  Precepts 
^  iX   of  the  Gofpel  matter  for  Raillery,     Thefe  arc 
^^f      \  ^^^^  Devils,  that  delight  in  the  murtber  of  Souls, 
H*!^  '^^^  finking  into  the  bottomlefe  Pit^^  jpUll  down 
^   ibeir  Adherents  with  them. 
^  ^^^      And  what  likelihood  is   there  that  a  man 
"f  (houki  confider  the  intereft  of  his  Soul,  that  con- 
%.  '^  -"  forts  with  perfons,  who  do  as  much  as  lies  in 
tbemj  depr^tlate  the  \9\w  ©fit,  andftrivc  to 


"^ 


put  all  icriow  CoQtC(b{^|ion$  out  of  bU  he^<i^ 
Wbu  probability^  that  a  man  ihould  fit  dowti$ 
and  let  before  bim  the  teiroor  of  the  Lord,  and 
be  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  his  m>Pd> 
who  when  the  Holy  Qhofl;  exhorts  hm  to  i^ove 
mbdt  if  the  boly^  acafftahkywk p^rfeS  miif  ^fGod^ 
to  be  fervent  mjpirit^jervwg  the  tjorcf  j  ta  rejy^e 
in  bape^  to  be  p4tient  in  trilmhtion^  to  continue  in^ 
fimt  in  Prayer ^  to  blejitbem  which  perficute  him^ 

;  Rom.  ta,  3,  ii*  gets  prelently  after  into  com- 
pany,  where  ail  tbole  Ceflpns.are  derided^  where 
the  oontraiy  Vices  arc  commended,  where  Conr 
fideration)  how  to  be  Mafter  of  thefe  Graces,  i^ 
exploded,  as  a  thing  fit  only  for  Alms-m^n^  and\ 
Hofpital  Boy«9  where  thefe  (erious  Exhortations^ 

;  are  drown'd  in  laughter ,  and  fuch  things  fug- 
geded,  as  render  a  man  wile  only  for  the  world, 
and  for  the  Be(h,  and  cnake  htm  i^^adous  how  to 
gratifie  his  h6ad*(lrong  paliions,  and  inordinate 
ftflfe^ions.  I 

He  that  confiders  his  ways,  and  yet  frequents 

.  fuch  fociety ,  imitates  a  fooliih  Gardener^  that 
after  he  hath  fown  bis  Seed,  and  fees  it  come  up, 

.  lets  in  Hogs  to  devour,  and  tear  it  up,  and  with 

.  Penelope  undpes  that  at  night,  which  he  hath 
wovi^n  in  the^  day  time.  %  or  like  forae  fooii(b 

^bepherd,  hav^g  for  fome  hours  watched  his 
Sheep,  leayes  them  a(  Mfi^  expofed  to  the  fury 
of  the  Wolf,  or  fomefuch  noxious  AnithaL 

.  CQi#ler»t'|QR  (as  I  ()iall  prove  in  the  fequel) 

.requiresfeparations  and  when  God  calls,  Come  k 
^ofBobflon^  Omjfpeofk'y  itisnotonly,  that 

0.3  they 
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^       they  may  pot  participate  of  their  jpttDtOmienr, 
^       but  that  they  ipay  not  (hare  iQ  their  Hn,  and  con- 
fequently,  that  they  may  be  at  leifure  to  con(i« 
der  how  to  prevent  atid  avoid  both. 
3  I  do  not  deny,  but  men  may  ded  and  traf- 

'^        fick  with  men  of  a  loofe  converfetion,  and  not 
lofe  their  ferioufnefi,  nor  be  difcouraged  from 
a  holy  preparation  for  a  better  life  ^  fo  St  Panl 
may  converfe  with  Nera^  and  St.  John  with  He- 
rod^  Darnel  with  Nehcbadptezzar  ^  and  David 
with  King  i4^i&//!&.    So  the  firft  Chri(Hans  had 
.|Comtnerc6  with  the  worft  of  Heathens,  and  he 
that  lives  in  the  world,  or  hath  any  confiderable 
concerns  in  it,  is  forced  to  keep  (bme  correfpon- 
dence  with  men  of  ill  Principles,  and  worfe  Pra- 
d;tces.    But  there  is  a  great  difference  becweeti 
travelling  through  JEthiapid^  and  dwelling  therti  S 
the  former  may  not  change  the  comple:Kton,  but 
^       the  latter  will  infallibly  do  it/    I  wr&te  untoym 
^^         in  an  Epijiky  not  to  company  with  Formcutorj^ 
y€t  not  altogether  with  the  Fornicators  Of  this 
worlds  or  with  the  Covetous ,  or  Extortionen^  or 
T^ith  Idolaters  ;  for  then  yotf  mtiji  needs  go  out  of 
the  world  ;  Bnt  now  I  have  written  ta  you^  not  to 
ks^  company.     If  any  m^n  that  if  cdCd  a  Bro^ 
ther  he  a.Formcator^  or  Covetous^  i>r  an  Idolater^ 
or  a  Railer^  or  a  Drwd^rd^  or  an  Extortioner^ 
with  fnch  an  one^  not  to  eat ,  faith  the  Apoftle,' 
I  Cor,,  5. 9, 10,1  J.  It^  one  thing  toconyerfc  with 
a  man,  a$  with  a  Stranger  ^  another  tQConvei& 
with  him  as  a  Brother )  one  thing  to  pay  the  du- 
ty of  Ciyility  to  him^  another  to^  admit  him  into 
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the  iromber  of  my  Friends ;  one  thing  to  be  ne* 
ceffitated  jto  difoourfe  with  him,  another  to  de« 
light  in  it;  One  tJvng  to  go  into  (uch  company 
wiih  cautioufhefs  and  circumfpedion ,  another 
to  rafh  into  it  without  fear  or  wit :  The  former 
doth  not  import  aiieceffity  df  poHdtitti^  ^jl^o- 
ther  makes  the  infiedibn  inciritable. 

Society  in  fin  ftrangiely  tdkes  off*  from  the 
heinoufnefi  of  it  ^  it  makes  the  fin  appear  with 
a  fa'mter  red}  it  doth  not  look  ^  dreadful, J^l 
when  men  haye  companions  in  their  offences i\ 
they  think  there  is  ibme  comfort  in  havii^  Aflb^ 
Qiates  in  mifery  ,  and  dare  to  fin  more  freely, 
wh^n  they  are  not  alone  in  their  trlinigreffion. 
They  are  afi^aid^  their  fingle  valour  will  never 
be  able  to  duel  Gods  wrath  and  indignation, 
but  havinog  others  )oynd  with  them,  they  may 
make  a  Ibtft  to  weather  out  the  Tempeft  of  his 
aogen    They  hope  God  will  not  danm  a  mul* 
citude  df  poor  creatures  together^  and  fancy  the  ^  | 
great  number  of  finners  may  fright  or  move  the  t^^  i 
Almighty  into  compafiion;  if  theyfuffer,  they  *on|: 
tkmk  they  ihall  not  fare  worfe  than  their  neigh-  ^  f  ; 
hours  5  and  if  they  fmar(  for  their  Rebellion,"^  ^'  i 
they  diall  be  able  to  bear  it ,  as  well  as  their  ^ 
Confederates  in  the  Iniquity.    With  fuch  airy  ^ 
notions  men  feed  tbemfelves,  and  though  thefe 
pe  Vipry  dangerous  Pillows  whereon  men  (leep- 
ing,  catdi  their  Death,  yet  becaufe  they  are  fofr,  g 
and  fioouie  prefent  reft^  they  are  made  ufe  oF^^ 
and  whatever  is  faid  to  the  contrary,  is  lookt  ^ 
upon  as  the  Pharifies  Bolflers,  filld  widi  N»ls  > 

0,3     ^  and^. 


and  Straw^  and  fudb  harder  n^ieAali  unfit' for 

rtpbfe,  and  inept  for  cordial  eobrsicess.         ^ 

^   111  example  draws  out  the  iuward  cormpckm 

into  action,  and  the  inbred  evil  coucap ilceiice, 

my  be,  would  li^  quiet,  or  die^  if  (ueh  Patterns' 

did  not  put  it  into  ferdienta^oA    Many  Chil- 

^drcn  would  be  modeft,  did  not  thetir  Parents  be- 

Abaviour  feduce  them  into  love  of  their  Vices. 

^   |Sbme  Servants  have  ingenuity  in  them,  and  durft' 

M  ^not  venture  fo  far  into  fin  as  thejr  do,  did  not 

\^  "  il^h^^**  Mafters  example  encoura|e  them.    Adam 

^^(?ns  for  companies  fake,  and  it^s  like  would  have 

V  ^txjntinued  ftedfaft  in  his  innocence,  if  he  had- 

^  ^  not  fecn  the  Woman  tat  of  the  forbidden  Tjee,* 

and. been  folicited  to  imitate  her  defperateen- 

terprize^    The  Ifiatlites  being  mingled  among 

the  Beathen,  learn  their  works  %  and  haVingioA^ 

vers*d  long  with  the  Egjptidm^  who  wer^  gwall^ 

i  Worftiippers  of  Oxen,ereft  a  Calf  in  the  Wildiet^- 

I  nefs  of  Sina.    Growing  intimate  with  the  MM 

'    diaptites^  they  imitate  their  whoredoms,  AUdpok 

/   lute themfelves with  ftrange fkfh,  go totheSa* 

^,  criBces  of  their  Gods,  and  eat  of  them,  and  6ow 

v^^    down  to  their   Deities.    Jojhh  tomes  to  b* 

1    familiarly  acquainted   with  Phurdoh't  Courti^ 

^N,  ers,  and  an  Oath,  By  the  life  of  PhJ^nok^  goes 

:l  ^down  without  bogling  or  relu^ancy.    Lot^  bad 

lived  among  men  ,  who  made  nothing  of  the'^ 

vileft  uncleannefTes  imaginable,  and  (bon  after 

^^  confents  to  incefiuous  Copulation.  Sohm&n^  by 

^>4     ^'^  intimacy  with  his  Concubines,  leAlfns  tc^Wor* 

ibip  Devils  3  and  his  Son  RthobenfH^  by  making; 
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tern  >  becaufe  fuch  a  man  difregards  the  fiivour 
of  hts  Friends,  that  are  both  able  and  wiUing 
l6  afiift  him^  is  that  an  argument  that  you  mtul 
needs  learn  bis  ways  ?  Becaufe  (uch  an  one  lets 
his  Garden  run  to  Weeds,  muft  you  therefore 
fill  yours  with  Bryars  and  Thorns?  Becaufe 
fuch  ad  one  imbezels  his  Eftate,  muft  you  there* 
fore  fpend  yours  in  riotous  living  }  And  will* 
you  ftorm  the  Gates  of  Hell,  becaufe  others  are 
fo  defperate  as  to  do  it }  Will  yoa  houl  with 
Devils,  becaufe  others  delig|bt  in  t^t  Mufidk ? 
Will  you  feom  the  offers  of  Salvai3cNPi>  becaufe 
bthers  will  not  be  drawn  by  cords  of  Lx>ve  ? 
Will  you  run  the  faazaid  of  lofing  the  light  of 
Godi  countenance  for  ever,  becaufe  others  know 
not  how  to  prize  it  ? 

O  my  Soul ,  be  not  thou  tempted  by  chefe 
weak  Arguments,  follow  not  a  multitude  to  do 
evil.  Let  not  the  way  that  leads  to  deftru&ion 
invite  thee,  becaufe  many  there  be  that  fiod  it. 
Company,  whatever  refreflbment  it  may  be  in 
Chains  or  Prifon  here,  can  affi>rd  but  little  con* 
iblation  in  eternal  flames.  Company  there  wUl 
but  encreafe  mens  (brrows,  and  Society  bd^hteo 
their  woes  and  torments  s  in  that  Tophet  one 
will  not  be  able  to  help  the  other,  imd  the 
(breeks  of  him  that  was  feduced  into  fin,  wiU 
but  aggravate  the  groans  and  anguiCh  of  the  S&» 
ducer,  when  he  muft  remember  ttiat  he  was  that 
Devil  that  dragged  the  other  imo  endlefi  tor- 
tures. In  outward  Calamities,  (uch  ai  Poverty^ 
Exile,  Bani(hment,  Diigrace^  Contempt^  Pttb- 

cutioo. 


GuttoD,  S(mety  may  give  feme  eafe»  and  qaal^ 
the  m|ury,  but  in  anguiih  of  tnind,  in  tMtiuct 
of  coniaenoe,  Cofflpany  rather  Hinges  than  al« 
lays,  irritates  rather  than  coinpofes  the  grief  and 
iadnefs,  and  fudi  dotours  Reign  in  Hell.  Stmt^ 
ftrive ,  O  my  Soul,  to  wa&  in  the  ftrait  way. 
Let  not  the  finall  number  of  Trav^ers  fr^bt 
thees  itsthe  iikdier  ¥^ycoHeayeni  becaufe 
the  great,  the  mighty,  thewifemenof  tUsworUt 
will  not  ftoop  to  this  narrow  Gate  5  for  God's 
ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor  are  his  thoughtsasi 
our  thoughts  h  what  the  world  admires^  he  de^. 
rpifes  5  and  what  ^nfual  men  make  light  oC  be 
Crowns  with  Glory,  and  Splendour,  aM  Imntor* 
tality :  fo  thou  canft  but  be  faved,  no  mattet 
how  finaU  the  number  is  of  thofe  that  arrive  to 
happine&  A&  (ina!l  as  it  is,  to  thefe  hdaa^  the 
promiie.  Fear  nai^  thou  Unk  FlocJi^  for  it  ^jm^ 
Faibers  goad  pleajkre  to  giveyfm  tkt  Kiftgdim  af 
fkatmn^  Luke  13.  92. 

XL  ImpeMmeat. 

XL  NegUS  of  camfidtit$g  witkiheli/iim3m0f 
the  Gofitl  idmttbir  ttect£iuy  jmt^v .  It  was QodTs 
oomandd  of  old.  The  Prkfts  Uft  finndd  kfep  f^m^ 
iee^e,  a$td  they  jbotiid  fee\,the  l4aai^at  kit  mo$ifJ^ 
far  he  ^  theM^ffeMger  of  th^.  L0r4  of  HoftjfM^ 
2.7.  How  tneaoibever  die  Age  we  live  in  chui^ 
of  thk  FundloD  of  ioeii»  as  if  thf^  wen  oeeAr 
leg  Members  c£  a  CkKBliiOp-wealth,  yet  tbou: 
was  iie?er  any^Naooo  fobntowuk  W.a^ 
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dirf  wtie  dvilix'd  hito  Sodedes  and  Corern- 
iiMie,  judged  thdb  men  noft  ufefol  and  moft 
necsfl&rjr  for  the  preftcvadknof  thdrCofflmotw 
we«lth  or  Kld^ia(&  Natuie  hath  taught  all 
Minkind  to  belkve  a  Ddty*  (bmedring  whidi 
thef  look  upofiy  to  be  above  all  created  Beii^, 
add  ftoffl  Wilde  iSovetc^  Command  and  Will, 
ocber'their  Bleffidgs  or  Mnfomidet  flow.  Tfai< 
^PQttic  b^ng  thcj  hav«  ever  thoiuht  than* 
fetwx  obliged  to  titrorfinp,  not  only  in  private^ 
bwtn  pouiek  too^  and  that  the  pwiUtdc  Ado<- 
ration  on^c  (hike  greater  Rjevereooe ,  atid  be 
p^rfemned  whb  gjreatcr  fokmnity,  to  depute  and 
order  •  certain  petforis,  a  pecaliar  (brtof  men, 
soaianage tbofe Sacred  R.Ues  and  Ceremonies. 
And  indeed)  the  great  eternal  God,  ever  fioce 
he  hath  voucbftfed  to  Platit  a  Church  in  the 
Woild,  •  hath  been  pleafed  to  make  it  one  great 
charader,'  and  martc  of  his  favour  and  bounty  to 
Her,  to  give  Her  Teachers,  and  Prophet^  and 
Evangeltfts.  And  the  Commiffion  he  hath  grant- 
ed  thefe  men,  the  Titles  and  the  Honours  he  hath 
conferred  en  them,  and  the  Love  and  Reverence 
heluith  commanded  all  men  to  exprefi  toWards 
them ,  the  promtfei  he  hath  iiiade  them  to  be 
with  them  onto  the  end  of  the  world,  the  threat- 
IMOgs  he  hath  pronounced  agaioft  thofe  that  (hall 
difparsge  their  Office,  and  undervalue  their 
Fun^ion,  and  the  Dodrine,  Precepts,  Rules,  he 
hath  left  them  to  Proclaim  in  the  ears  of  an  uo* 
Iwlkvlng  World,  evideaily  dedarei  Thattb^ 
aro  Aaibai&daii«rtlie  gim  King  of  Heaven, 

which. 


which,  in  Chrift  s  ftead^  btieech  tnfen  t6  be  te^ 
concikd  umo  Ood^  and  tUcbe  tb^t  teoeiver 
the  Word,  they  deliver  firom  the  mouibof  God, 
receives  him  that  ient  thenit 

In  thefe  Gdifpel  day^  *tk  true  there  is  (bed  a-*' 
broad  a  Utjjjif  meafure  of  Goc^s  Spirit,  than  'was 
fortnerly  known  under  the  JewiCh  Oeoonomy^ 
and  men  tinder  the  new  CMoiaat  are  prooifed 
to  be  taug;bt  of  the  Lord.  Th^fitaU  not  Uadk 
e^erj  mm  hkt^ighhowr^  aM  tvery  mm  bk  Brd< 
ther^  f4jwg^nn>  tbe  Lord^  ifH:  afiJbmM  fya»  nrcf 
from  tbe  leafito  the  grcitiefi^  Hebw  8. 1 1.  yet  diae 
doth  not  make  thi§  Fondionof  menneedlefi^buo 
enforces  rather  tbe  abfolme  and  indilpeniatde 
neceffity  of  their  Office  and  Atitbority.  For  be- 
tides, that  this  nromife  do^  eminently  rd4te  to 
the  Primitiire  Chi'iftians,  who  were  ma  PaN 
takers  of  the  mtraculons  effufion  of  the  boly 
Ghoft,  and  bad  their  knowledge  and  leaxsiin^ 
from  above,  thereby  to  fit  them  the  better  ;fbr 
tbe  Propagation  of  a  new  Religion  )  ifwefufvi 
poCt ,  that  -the  Prophecy  maft  extend  to ;  al£ 
that  profels  thdmlelves  OirtRians^  the^ 
of  ft  can  be  tfo  more  but  this^  that  Godewill  •\ 
a  more  gentle  way  in  converting  men  iibder  the 
Cofpel,  and  in  that  Convex fton,^  or  inclining  their 
hearts  to hts G^mmands,  gtvefoch  livdyxej|)rei 
feotationsof  the  reafona^^nefs  of  th^ov  andiib^ 
convince  them  of  their  agrceablenefe  to  thd  Law 
of  Nature,  or  the  Law  wfitten  4o  their  heanv^ 
that  they  fliall  not  neied  to^  be  put  ill  mind  by 
I^gbboors  of  theiir  jkiii^j  aodef^ 

and 


and  ipiritudlity^  Tiiey  that  hate  thought  that' 
thiSf>roBsiie  rdpefts  the  life  to  come,  havecer* 
tainly  been  regardlefs  of  the  Apoftles  drift  ^nd 
purpofe,  who  intends  to  declare  what  people  un-* 
dsvtht  Oofpel  difpc^fatioA  may  exped  from 
Ood,  aiid  his  fpeakiog  tons  in  thefedhftckys  by. 
bis  Sorui  and  ivfaaiMethod  God  means  to  u(e  in 
€oiiirejrting  Snoners/fiom  their  evil  ways:  Sin 
fhall  bt  made  fo^odious^  (6  loathfom  to  their; 
Souk,  c  that  they  (haU  abhor  it  as  much  as  they 
hnred  it  before,;  and  the  ways  of  Cod  (ball  b^^ 
refxsefemed  tothdm  by  the  Holy  Oboft^  working 
onih^ir  hearts  in  foch  lively  colours,  that  they 
will  need  no  MoniKar ^  to  embrace  them. 

But  then  thk  gracious  promi^  doth  not  ex* 
elude,,  but  prefuppofes  ftill  the  means  of  Conver- 
fion,  of  which  tl^  Miqiftry  of  the  Word  is  not 
the  lead:  5  and  if  the  Miniftry  of  the  Word  be 
intended  as  a  ftanding  Ordinance,  in  order  ^  to 
tfabfe  kindly  operations  of  Cod  s  Spirit,  in  the 
hearts  of  thofe  that  (hall  be  converted  ^  and  Cod 
be  peremptorily  reCblvcd,  by  the  Preaching  of 
the  Word,  to  work  on  the  Souls  of  men,  none 
hath  reaibnto  find  fault  with  the  oolicrivance 
of  the  Almighty,  bat  rather  to  admire  his  mf- 
dom  and  goodnels,  that  (hines  through  this  di(^ 
penlation  j  not  to  mention,  that  as  God  under 
the  Godpel  obliges  men  to  greater  knowledge 
thaa  formerly,  fo  it's  fit  there  (hould  be  men  e^ 
nuoent  for  knowledge  and  p^ty  to  inftriift  o* 
thers ,  and  who ,  life  Candles  fet  on  Candle- 
Itioks,  may  \^  tbeieft^  siod  by  theZ^rxMn  and 
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Thmmdm  of  their  Dodrine  and  purify  lead 
them ,  and  encotlrage  chem  to  prepare  lor 
Heaven.  And  tf^  notwithdandtng  the  prb^igi-* 
ous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  poured  out  in  f ne 
Primitive  Times  upon  ail  fleih,  God  thought  it 
necefiary  to  give  Apoftles^  and  Teacher;,  and 
PaftorS)  when  the  iUapfes  of  the  Spirit  cotthi 
teach  Men^ ,  what  their  Paftors  were  to  teach 
them  3  liow  much  more  neceflary,  may  we  thinU, 
muft  the  Miniftry  be  now,  when  thofe  e^xu^t- 
dinary  gifts  have  ceas*d ,  and  the  getierality  of 
Men  are  funk  into  monftr^s  ignorance,  incon- 
fideratene(s,  and  ftupidity  >  '-  '  ^ 

Indeed,  thefearethe  Men,  whom  Godf  hath 
plac  d  in  the  ChUrch ,  to  dirtd  others^  in  the 
way  to  lalvation  ;  with  whom  the  ignorant  are 
to  con&lt ,  what  they  muft  do  to  be  fa^ppy 
for  ever:  S^ch  perfons  aYe  therefore  cail'd 
Stars ,  and  Lights ,  which  may  influence  the 
Minds  and  Lives  Of  the  ignorant,  warm  them 
with  their  Zeal ,  coiiduft  them  by  their 
brightne^ ,  lead  ihem  by  their  fliine,  and 
(hew  them  the  Rocks,  and  (helves  they  are  to 
avoid.  And  as  upon  a  wrong  information  gi* 
ven  by  the  Teadier,  God  isrtfolv'd  to  requiit 
the  feduced  parties  blood  at  his  band  ^  fo  no 
Man,  that  hath  a  ToOgue  in  his  head  to  in«- 
^uire,  can,  with  any  juftice,  excuie  himfeif  frcmi 
inquiring  of  thcfe  Men,  what  it  is ,  that  the 
Lord  'his  God  requires .  of  him.  And  were  thfs 
Method  followed  in  the  icafe  before  us ,  and 
d|d  Men  ferioufly  (icqiand  of  them,  which  w^ 

\    .:  ^  to 


to  coopaG  aQ  lefl^iial  QmG^ffmoa  oi  their 
'Soul«'€OQcero8^  bere  thrf  m'lg^t  be  inforai'd, 

«fidJri(fa:uded»  3adttDd«qeiF*4;m^^      errors  of 
their  ways. 

The  truth  is,  fomeare  (b  civil  as  to  fend  for 
M9^  when  the  breath  \s  gcang  out  of  their  bo- 
^y%  and  give  m  leave  to  ooine  and  teach  theiii» 
what  they  maft  do  to  be  &v'd,  when  the  Phy- 
.Ikian  gives  them  over,  and  they  rea4y  to  be 
iiminon*d  to  appear  before  the  greajt  Tribonal  5 
they  are  contented  we  (boald  give  them  an  E- 
{Mtomeof  their  Duties^  when  they  are  paft  work- 
ing in  God's  Vineyard  i  and  ftiroifb  their  minds 
with  thotightis  of  Heaven  and  Eternity ,  when 
their  underftandings  are  as  weak  as  their  bo* 
dies,  and  their  inward  Man  as  languid  and  fee- 
ble as  their  outward.  But  there  needs  no  great 
;ftore  of  Arguments  to  convince  any  rational 
Man ,  that  this  is  mete  mocking  of  God  and 
hk  Meflengers:  Its  a  (igri;  R^eligion  is  much 
like  Phyiick  to  them,  which  they  do  not  make 
ufe  of  bat  in  cafes  of  nece0ity«  and  wlKn  no- 
thing elfe  will  do  them  good.  It '6  a  lign^  they 
have  a  puiful  low  efteem  of  another  World , 
who  think  Heavep  worth  no  (sore  than  a  feeble 
thought,  when  they  can  ierve  the  Devil  and 
4in  no  longer :  It's  a  (ign  they  look  upon  eter- 
nal glory,  as  fame  poor  beggarly  liappinefs,  who 
•pannot  vouchfafe  it  a.Ceitous  )ook»  till  their  eyf  s 
gtow  dim,  and  the  Sw^  ^dtb^  M/xnt^  avd  tke 
.iJght  9    Md  the  Stars  are  d^rh/ted »    EcclejC 

rj  .      Woulcl 
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Would  they  but  fend  for  in,  or  come  ta  w» 
Marrow  H  in  their  booes^  iind  their  blodd 
briik  and  lively  in  their  veins ,  their  teifilkb 
(hong,  and  their  underftandtng  in  its  fult  vigbnr 
and  glory,  and  advife  with  us  about  theCc  ever* 
lafting  things  5  we  would  then  telt  themv  what 
eternal  life  means,  and  how  no  Marl  can  be  a 
Man,  or  be  faid  to  ad:  with  coctinfK>n  prudenee, 
that  doth  not  with  all  diligence  make  hi$  Oil- 
ling  and  Eledion  fore ,  we  would  then  let  theA 
fee,  how  many  thoufands  perifti  for  want  of 
thinking  of  Eternity.  We  would  let  them  iee, 
-how  mi^rable  ihofe  Mens  condition  mud  needs 
be,  who  have  their  portion  in  this  life^  whodf 
ter  this  life  muft  look  for  nothing  el(e  but  ever- 
lafting  chains  of  darknefs ;  We  would  reprefent 
to  them,  that  their  long  life  hei«  onEirth,  ex- 
cept it  be  adorned  with  goodnefi,  is  but  a  long 
preparation  for  a  longer  miiery ,  and  that  he 
.that  dies  full  of  good  Works,  though  at  thirty 
years  of  age,  hath  lived  much  k)nger,  th^n  he 
that  hath  lived  an  hundred,  and  been  a  ftrvant 
of  fin ,  and  (enfuai  delights ;  for  he  only  lives, 
that  lives  to  God,  the  reft  are  dead  white  (bey 
live,  and  rather  take  up  room,  thanltve«  We 
would  prove  to  them,  that  tbefe  are  not  things 
to  be  laught  at,  but  defer ve  their  mofl^  fer  ious 
contemplations,  and  that  the (aving  of  a^ Soul 
is  not  fo  light  a  thing  as  they  may  imagitki^^  y^t 
would  let  them  fee,  thatthi  pious  Kings  ;^affd 
Princes ,  and  Phtlolbphers ,  Conftfibrs ,  kttd 
§aiQt8 ,  $fn4  Martyrs  or  old ,  whoGe  memopf^ 

wc 
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wc  adoK,  were  no  fools,  when  they  kept  un- 
der their  bodies^  and  brought  them  into  Tub- 
jeStkm^  left  they  (hould .  become  caftawayss 
when  they  look'd  upon  all  the  loffes»  and  trou- 
bles, and  miferies  that  could  befall  thec^  fiv 
fighteoufiiefi  fake,  as  things  not  worthy  to  be 
compared  with  the  glory  whkh  ere  long  Cbould 
be  revealed  in  them  j  when  they  did  not  count 
thdr  own  lives  dear  for  the.Co(pel  of  Chrift , 
and  were  ready  to  pa(s  through  rhe  moft  da- 
ring  flraies  to  Heaven.  We  would  let  them 
lee  that  thofe  Men  had  brains,  and  were  Men 
of  Wifdom  and  CXlcretion  as  well  as  they,  and 
living  (b  near  tbb  time  of  Chrift  and  his  Apo*- 
i^Ie^  could  not  poffibly  be  ignorant  of  what  was 
to  be  done  in  order  to  evcrlaftiog  happinefs; 
and  if  they  had  not  been  very  confident  of 
the  truth  of  Ghrift's  promifes,  and  known  for 
certain,  that  without  ftridnefs  and  contempt  of 
the  World/  and  watching  agaipft  temptations, 
there  was  qo  entring  into  their  Matter's  joy , 
they  would  never  hgve  ftriven  (o  much  to  en- 
ter in  at  the  ftrait  gate,  as  they  did.  We  would 
let  them  fee,  that  they  did  rightly  apprehend 
Ohe  defign  of  Chriftianity,  which  wajs,  to  make 
Men  out  of  love  with  fuUunary  objeds  ^  and 
to  mind  nothing  fo  much  as  the  things  of  the 
ibirit  3  that  it  was  not  force,  but  their  choice , 
mat  made  them  fwim  againft.  the  Current  of 
thar  fleOily  inclinations,  and  that  what  they 
did ,  was  to  inftruft  us,  bow  Vft  arg  tp  inherit 
theProtpifes, 
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-  We  would  let  them  fee ,  how  different  mens 
thoughts  are,  when  they  come  to  die,  from 
what  they  have  while  they  enjoy .  ftrength , 
and  health,  and  liberty ;  and  that  a  melancholy 
thought  now  and  then  concerning  their  (ini:ui 
Kfe,  is  not  repentance,  nor  leaving  fuch  (ins , 
which  ^oQld;biemi(h  their  credit  and  reputati- 
on in  the  World,  doing  whatfoever  Chrift  com- 
mands them  h  ^Oi  talking  now  and  then  of  the 
vanity  of  the  World,  forgetting  what  is  hfehind 
them,  or  crucifying  the  World  unto  themfclves. 
We  would  let  them  fee  what  the  Scripture 
means,  by  tiorking  out  t heir, Sahat ion  ufith  fear^ 
and  with  tremblingi^  and  how  dreadful  that  lay- 
ing is,  If  the  righteous  be  fcarcely  faved^  where:  will 
the  t»ickfd  and  Jtnner  appear  i  We  would  let 
them  fee,  that  the  expreffions  |he  Holy  GhoH: 
ufes,  toncern^ng  our  traveUing^to  the  Land  of 
ProoMle,  imply  very  grea,t  care  and  induftry, 
and  do  plainly  intimate,  that  God  will  not 
part  with  his  Heaven  to  Men,  that  do  not 
think  it  worth  feeking,  or  being  at  any  trou- 
ble about  it  We  would  let  them  fee,  that  if 
any  thing  in  the  World  deferves  their  pains, ^ 
and  care ,  Heaven  deferves  it  infinitely  more, 
as  it  is  of  infinitely  greater  confequcnce,  than; 
the  moft  boundleG  Empires  or  Principalities. 
We  would  let  them  fee,  that  God  is  no  re* : 
(peder  of  Perfohss  and  without  Hoiinels, 
Heiiogahalm  is  regarded  no  more  than  Codrus  ^ 
and  Ptolomy  no  more  than  Paujpn ,  Gjtges  no 
more  than  Aglat^  j  and  that ,   as  be  hath  fitted 
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Religioafot^U  Mens  capacities,  iqlbmuchthat 
t}^ugh  all^caqnot  be  wile,  or  les^ned^  q^  great,      \ 
or  rich  J  yet  all  may  obey  hioj ,.  ao^  keep  tbem- 
(elves  unfpotted  frpm  the  W^d  ,  (q  be  wHl 
one  d^y  finna^n  every  man  to  gjive  aa  siccoanc 
of  bis  Stewardfliip ,  and  bring  every  work  mm 
j.udgroeni: ,  mth  ^v^ry  feqret  thing,  whether  it      \ 
be.gc^od  or  ev')l    We  would  let  tbei^  fee  that 
what  fatiifies  M^n  now ,  will  not  give  them  »nf 
great  content  qt  f^ti^a£):ipn  then )   ^pd  though      ^ 
Dow^  ibme  fprinkhng^  of  piety  may  lull  tbem 
into  good  conceits  pf  th^mfel vf s ,  and  of  their 
worth,  yet  tb^fe  like  blow^-balls,  will  then  be 
all ,    upon  the  leaft  touch ,  (hatter  4  into^  A- 
toms* 

By  fuch  Difc^uri^s  as  thefe ,  we  mi^t  by  de-     .  ^ 
grees  ttiiff^  them  to  a  (eriqus  CoadderatioR  of 
their  fpiritual  Concern^,  and  warm  them  into    > 
reiolations ,   to  lay  by ,  for  (bme  time ,  the     , 
thoughts  of  their  baj/{et:^  and  of  thm  Jiore ,  of 
their  4^/?/,  and  of  their /#4^,  and  ruminate  on 
things  which  carry  fo  much  Terror  aod  Ma)e* 
dy  with  them.  \  And  indeed,  fn^  things  were 
they  heard  without  prejudice ,  they  would  io 
fome  meafure  confound  and  (tartle  Men  in  their      j 
couries  ^  and,  if  they  are  not  given  over  u>  a 
hard  heart,  or  to,  a  reprobate  mind ,  rouze  thdur 
fpjrits  intp  noblec  thoughts  and  coBtemplation, 
They  would  diicover  to  them,  th^t  the  love 
f  hey  bear  to  the  Workl  defiles  their  Souls ,   vir 
tiates  their  Charity ,   hurts  their  Nei^boun» 
wrongs  the  Almighty,  capMvat«s  their  Minds* 

and 
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and  will  fiioft  certainly  deceive  them  in  the  end  ^ 
and  that  therefore  they  had  better  change  the 
cobjeft  of  their  afieftiomi  and  place  them  there, 
where  permanent  ratisfadions  are,  where  our  "^ 
expedations  can  never  be  difappointed,  our  de- 
fires  never  frtiftratcd,  and  our  hopes  never. 
baffied ,  but  our  enjoyments  will  be  perpetu- 
al, our  fruition  everlamng)  and  bur  habitation 
eternal  in  the  Heavens. 

But  alas  I  they  (huti  out  company ,  except  it 
be  to  talk  of  worldy  affairs,  or  to  ask  us  about 
Tome  Bice  Points  of  Divinity,  and  are  alliatned 
to  maHe  their  condition  know^,  and  tp  own 
theinfelves  ignorant  of  the  path  that  leads  to  * 
glory.  They  either  cxcufe  themfefvcs  with 
this,  that  their  Neighbours  and  their  Friends 
will  laugh  at  them,  for^  making  Minifters  thehr 
Oracles  5  or  fAead  that  they  iLnow  as  much 
0s  the  Man  of  God  can  teach  them ;  Would 
God  they  did  I  and  that  all  the  Lord  s  People 
Were  Prophets !  But  if  they  did ,  Is  there  not 
ibme  difference  between  knowing  thefc  Sacred 
Truths,  and  having  them  fet  home  upon  the 
Confcience  ?  That  (haB  ftick  in  a  familiar  dif- 
courfe,  which  in  reading  we  take  no  notice  of^ 
and  a  word  in  private  Conference  may  dro^ 
ftdm  a  holy  'Mad,  and  may  be  fpoke  with  fu^ 
fceal  and  hoflefty,  as  (hall  ftrike  the  Sou!  into  a 
change,  or  renovation  of  Mind,  which  pejhaps 
many  years  ftudy,  or  a  large  ftock  of  know- 
ledge would  not  have  ef&ded ;  fy  that  if  the  ^ 
qtieftion  be  askci>  Is  there  m  hdm  in  QiUdd  > 
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If  there  no  Pbjjichfr  there  f  Wfy  tkn  k  ntftike 
health  of  the  dJUgbter  tfjf»y  peopk  recovered  ^ 
We  may  tr4ily  fay,  We  would  have  ^healed  Ifrae{^ 
hut  they  would  not  be  healed. 

X I L  Imfediment. 

XIT.  Deluding  themfelves  with  the  notion  of 
Cbriji'j  djing  for  the  f$ns  of  the  World     Why 

(faould  they  coofider,  bow  to  be' rid  of  fio,  and 
lay  the  pleafures  of  (Mety  before  their  eyes  ? 
Why  (hould  they  torment  thein(elves  with 
thtokingy  how  Gods  favouf  fQay  be  pur- 
chased, and  involve  thetnfelves  in  anxiety  an4 
trouble  about  their  tranfgrefiipns,  when  ChriO: 
hath  clone  all  tha(  is  td  be  done,  appeased  h^ 
Fathers  wrath  againft  the  lapfed  Progeny  oif 
Adan$^  and  purchased  them  a,  glorious  free- 
dom from  the  flavtry  of  a  mercileis  taw  ?  If 
he  hath  fatisfid  God  for  the  injuries  he  re- 
ceived by  their  fios;,  why  (hoold  they  make  a 
new  (atisfaftion  by  holineis  of  their  lives  >  Is 
not  that  it,  which  all  Pulpits  ring  of,  That  the 
Eternal  died,  that  we  might  not  die  eternally ; 
and  that  God  would  fufier ,  that  we  might  e- 
(cape  iorments  for  ever  ^  That  the  innocent 
was  puniib'd  for  the  nooent,  the  Judge  foe  the 
Malefa6):or,  the  Mafter  for  the  Servants,  thp  Juft 
for  the  Unjuft,  the  Good  for  the  Bad  j  that  we 
(inn  d  ,  and  he  was  affltfted  $  we  committed 
the  crime,  and  he  was  condemned  5  \ye  tref* 
pai£:d ,  and  be  was  tortured  >  we  exalted  our 

felves, 
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kXvtSy ; and  he-  was  humbled  5  we  wtfre  -  dtfobe-* 
dient,  and  he  fmarted  under  the  reward  of  diP 
obedience  $  we  did  eat  of  the  forbiddeo  tre« ,' 
and  he  endured  hunger  for  it  j  and  wetafted- 
of  the  Apple,  and  he  of  the  Cftll  and  Vinegar 
to  expiate  all  >  fe  it  not  this  that  all  Protefiant 
Churches  teach?  That  Chrift  would  be 
Cn>wn'd  with  Thorns,  that  we  might  have  an 
incorruptible  Crown  of  Glory  hereafter  i  and 
that  he  endured  reproach ,  and  calumnies,  and 
contradidibris-  of  lioners  -againft  himfelf ,  that 
we  nnght ' >iQfaefrit  everlafting  honour?  And 
why  (boukf' they)  difpai^ge  Chrift's  iufierings 
&>  mildly  -as  hope  to  gain  Heaven  by  iiidrnB^a-^ 
tion  of  their  Luftt,  and  p6rit^  upon  their  fin , 
and  mtiery  ?  Thii  would  be  to  fall  back  intof 
Popery,  and  >  to  enQave  our  felves  again  into 
Supermtion^  This  w:ould  be  to.  make  usV(ub-, 
Jed  once  more  to  the  Law  of  Works,  and  to 
Marry  US:  to  the  flu»band,  from  winch  we  were 
Divorced  by  CbriftV  giving  up  the  Ghoft,  even 
to  the  Law,  which  neither  we,  nor  our  fbre« 
fathers^  were  ever  able  to  bear.  This  would  be 
to  undervalue  (b  great  a  bleffing,  and  to  tell  the 
World ,  that  Chtift's  purchace  of  eternal  Glory 
for  us,  was  imperfeft,  and  without  there  be  an 
addition  of  our  own  works  and  merit,  that  reT 
ademption  fignifies  little ,  and  hath  not  ftrength 
enough  to  compa6  what  was  defign'd  by  it  ? 
.  Thus  Men^  prevent  Confideration  of.  their 
fpiritual concerns,  and  da(h  the  checks  and  mo^ 
tidds  of  their  Confciences^  when  prompted  to 
5>!.i  '       R  3  call 
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call  their  wdyes  to  remembraoce.  They  exa- 
mine not  the  epd  of  Chr^'a  dkatb ,  nor  their 
f)wn  obligatiom.  They  ran  away  with  the  no-* 
tioQ,  that  Chrift  died  for  t)m\  ^nd  are  not  at 
aJl  careful  to  Itnow  what  hW  death  figmfies  $ 
much  like  beedlefe  Servants »  who  before  they 
have  hiilf  their  errand>  run  away,  and  when 
tjbey  aie  cotne  to  the  place  they  are  Cent  to, 
Hnow  not  wli^t  MeiTage  to  deliver.  The  Po* 
dlride.tfi  pleafing  to  their  flefb,  and  that  they 
ma)'  npt  lofe  that  pleafure ,  tl^'il  be  fure  not 
tiD  enquire^  what  the  true  meaning. of  it  it^ 

Would  they  but  e^ft  their  eyea  upon  tbatBi^ 
ble^.wdMch  they  bdkve  comaim  the Oraclaof 
(kstvea,  they  wouVd  6ad  that  thd  Great  reafon 
why  Cbrtft  gavehimfelf  for  U8»  was/^^ret^/br^  uf 
frcfm  0U1  iniqnii^^  and  ttf  pmfk  unto  hmfiif  a. 
piculim  peifk ,  zealautf  of  goad  wrkf%  Tit  a.  14* 
They,  would  fiofd  St.  P^l  war  of  another  qiind 
when  be  wrote  to  the  Ran^aifi  y  In  that  Chrifi 
died^  b^  died  tmi0  f»  onct^y  h^  iu  that  he  tives^ 
hti^e:i\unto  Gad:  likewife  rr^;f  ^  alji  jom 
jS&;»f  to  ht  dud  imto  fifii  ImU  dm  $mto  Gad^ 
throkgb  Jefus  Chrfji  orn"  Lord^  Let  mtjtn  phiro'' 
fire  reign  in  your  Mtrtal  h0djfj  that  yejbouid  obey 
it  ipLtht  lufts  thereof  I  neither  yield  yt  ytuir  ayeaoi* 
bms^  as  itjfhmments  of  ntnrigbteonjntfii  nnt^Jtn^  bat 
yieid  ymr  Jihes  mtta  God^  <flr  tbiji  that  orr  alive 
from  ike  dead^  and  your  members^  as  iofirwmnts 
of  righteoufneffy  tmto  Gody  Rom*  6.  lo^ti^ia,  13. 
And  that  the  Apoftleisconftant  tol^felf^  ap« 
pears  from  2  Cor.  9. 1 5*  Chrifi  died  far  a^  that 

they 
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they  rpbkh  Ihe^  Jhonld  fiothtnc^ortb  Uve  unto 
tke^Jitves ,  But  mrto  him  t^hteh  ditd  for  tkim  \ 
dftd  tofi  agtiitr. 

-  Add  indeed,  this  is  no  more  bat  conimoil  gra-^ 
fitude^  fo  great  a  tnerey  chalfcnges  nofcfsthan 
Re^rmation  and  Obedience,  For  leffer  fa- 
vbiirt  Men  require  far  greater  things  5  for  re- 
lieving a  pobr  Wretch,  iurt  eitpeS:  continual 
itieMdance  $  ahd  for  giving  fueh  a  Man  a 
llb^di^ed  notmds»  id  m  ilecdfity,  we  cannot 
TtMgine,  tnat  he  will  ever  be  falfi  to  u$.  Foi" 
Twelve  pence  a  day ,  a  General  expe^  the 
SbldWr,  that  ^^its  under  him,  QioijAdI  fae  t^  to 
Mm)  and  the  day  •^Labourer  is  chid,  if  Being 
feiitd  to  go  ihtb  the  Vitiey  a^d,  he  doth  not  per* 
ftfhA  ^t  work  he  is  fet  abcMit,  With  iall  BiihfuU 
t^.  Ebth  the  Hmbandttiah  (hat  (bws  gdod  feed 
iftliis  field,  look  for  Tares  >  Oirhe  thit  |)lattfii 
Fi^tree,  t^^  fruit  cbmraty  to  the  toaiui^  of 
thiir  Tree  ?  nt  that  redeetts  dttothtar  46th  Bxr^ 
fci#*»rflarety,;dbth  it  fo  iffrtidWas  ^tti^ihtd  hi^ 
tliougfrts,  that  the. wretdh  cart  evtr  bit  fo  in- 
humane,, as  to. defptfe,  ahdfebrn,  and  viHfie  ix^ 
gteat  a  Bedefaftbt?  ThattSbd  cotrM  have  gi^ 
ven  Mao  acce&  to  his^  ftvour'  and  reconciliati- 
on (bme  meaner  )vay,  than  through  the  Crofs 
and  death  of  Chrift,  is  tery  probable^  For, 
What  may  not  infinite  Goodneis  do  ?  What  may 
nottheFoumam  of  Metcy  do?  What  may  not 
he  do,  wfaofe  bowels  of  coimpafliori  furpab  th6 
nnderftanding^of  Men  and  Angels  ?  btit  it  feems 
he  would  nor.    This  remedy  was  his  choice,  he 

R  4  would 
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.would  pitch  upon  tkts  (lupendous  way ,  toa- 
maze,  and  to  attonifli  Men  into  boKnefi  and  fe- 
Tioufh^Q.  He  thought  Men  could  not  poflibly 
avoid  being  Converts ,  and  heavenly- minded^ 
when  they  (hould  fee  the  Son  of  Gpd  wading 
ihrough  blood  and  death ,  tp  refcue  them  frog} 
hitW.  Cod  look*d  upon  the  meijcy  to  be  fo 
dreadful,  ^nd  the  kindness  to  be  fq  full  of  Ma^ 
jtfty  and  compaflion  together,  that  he  though^; 
the  incomprehenfiblene^s  of  the  favour  v^ould 
carry  terror  with  it^  and  fright  Men  into  repen- 
tance and  contrition. 

He  rthought  Men  would  have  fp  much  (en(q 
and  oiodefty  in  them,  as  not  to  ru(h  through  a« 
gpnies,  and  torments,  and  groans,  and  fobs,  aind 
(ighs,  apd  tears,,  and  wounds,  and  ftripes  of  the 
Son  of  Gpd  \fixq  eternal  deftruj^ion.  Qe  thought 
thoie  Thorps  and  Nails  that  wounded  that  Sa* 
cred  Head ,  vf ould  ^fcratch  apduing  them  incq 
awe  and  reverence  of  fo  grjeat  a  love,  a^  thej; 
were  rpUing  into  eternal  names.  He  thought 
they  mviift  diyeft  tbemfelves  of  all  humanity, 
and  felf  love,  if  pnder  the  Crols  pf  jChrid  they 
ppu]4  purfue  their  own  damnation,  and  make 
.the  ftreapas  of  that  Blood  a  EJ^iver  to  carry  them 
into  eterna)  darkMfs. 

But  thou  haft  (een,  OCod,  aocj  beho}deft, 
and  canft  not  but  beho}d  it  with  Ibrrow  and 
indignatiqn,  how  thtfe  Men  that  pretend  tp 
be  Chri^ns,  live  the  rcverfepf  thy  defignsi 
How  they  improve  the  Crpfe  of  Chrift,  into  af* 
ironts  of  thy  Power  and  Clory !  How  under 

that 
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ihat  Tree  of  Life,  they  wdrk  oat  their  own 
death  i  ar^d  how  that  precioQs  Blood  doth  but 
encourage  thecn  to  bid  vdefiaoce  to  Heaven^  and 
(he  fweat  and  toil  of  the  Sod  of  God,  tinder 
the  burthen  of  their  fins,  makes  them  fweat  and 
toil,  tofall. nr pr^y  to  the  niercilels  clutohes  of 
the  Devil  I  If  I  had  not  come,  faith  Cbriji^  they 
had  had  npjlin,  i.  e.  their  fin  Would  not  havje 
t)een  fo  gr^t  as  now  it  is.,  JtA.  15.  72.  So  it  is, 
jdf  the  Son  Qf  God  had  not  (^ilt  his  blood,  and 
Men  had  di^b^y'd,  their  di6>bediepce  would 
have  received  an  qrdinary  recompence  of  re* 
ward  5  but,  trampling  on  the  blood  of  the  Son 
of  God,  that's  a  thing,  which  muft  needs  make 
jGQds  indignation  inexprefiible,  and  aftonifli* 

,  God  indped  reconcird  the  World  unto  hlm-»  / 
felf  5  and  (Chrif^,  by  his  death,  .purchased  that 
fcconcili^tioQ,  and  eternal  life  h  but  there  is  a 
great  difiekence  betweet)  the  purchace  of  thefe 
Bleffiogs,  and  the  application  of  themj  be* 
^ween  the  pofiibility  of  po0e(&ng,  and  the  adu* 
al  enjoyment  qf  them.  A  man  may  buy  an  E* 
ftate,  and  inteiKi  it  for  the  life  of  fuch  and  fuch 
perfbnsr  but  when  he  hath  bought  it  for  them, 
inay  lawfully  tie  them  up  to  certain  conditions, 
upon  which  they  (hall  enjoy  the  Eftate  5  or  in 
cafe  they  neglef):  the|e  conditions,  go  without  it. 
A  King ,  that's  juftly  offended  with  his  Sub- 
]t6i%^  and,  for  their  notorious  Rebeliion^  hath 
de(ign*d  them  all  for  ruine  and  deftru{lion ,  up* 
qi;  fbme  noble  attempt,  and  generous  enterprife 
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of  his  only  Son,  ihe'Pfifiee,  isOy  ht  ^txS^'di  ot 
brbii^bt  to  a  n^lttignefe  to  {>a(s  by  their  criines  ^ 
but  when  the  Kmg's  gcxid-viin  is  obtc^Vi,  rh<i 
Prince  may  juftiy  appoint  (bine  condition  opori 
«i^bioh  the  condettin'd  Wretdies  fltell  receive 
their  gtieat  NfaCler"^  fkvoar.  And  as  upon  tbe 
Kings,  good  indin^tfon  to  be  ftieR<ls^  with  his 
Sub^d^  it  doth  Aot  follow,  that  he  is  a^xtally 
rccondrd  to  etery  .ob«,  there  being  fome  con* 
ditions  required  V  upon  wfanch  the  Pardon  (haH 
be  (ign'd  and  feafd  to  every  €^  of  them  it) 
particular  f  Q>  neither  do  all  tneci  efieduallf 
fhare  in  that  reoonciliation  to  God  liyrough  Je- 
fu&  CbriOr,  but  thofe  that  turn  to  God  with  afl 
their  hear tSy  and  \»itb  al)  their  fotib,  and  are  wea- 
ry of  fin,  and  heavy  laden  with  the  fenfe  of  it, 
mi  m  fober  fadnefi  refdrVl  to  fubimt  to 
CbriGt's  yoke  and  government  ^  and  a£cordin^«> 
ly  fuch  are  caird^  as^are  reiblv'd  to  walk  m 
the  light,  even  a)  God  is  in  the  K^,  and  t6 
he  liktf  CUiJi  Jejai\  4nd  to  ttc^f^efe  the  powet 
ni  Chfiftiarmy  inUlWir  lives,  and  to  attahitd 
iuch  Chriftian  qualifications  as  are  requil^ed  i6 
the  Go^l,  by  the  a(e  of  external  means,  aha 
imernat  afds5  fo^  though  aff  t^kitid  fiiat^ 
the  poffibtltty  of  enjoiyng  this  teco^ 
and  the  Pardon  niay  be  truly  faid'  to  be  pur- 
chased for  them,  add  for  their  ufe,  yet  all  ar6 
not  made  partakers  of  the  a^ual  polfeliion  of 
it,  be<aufe  att  Men  writ  not  coufent  to  fulfil 
the.  cmdttton»  upon  whidi  that  reconciliation 
is  o^er'd  them,  vkn  unfeigned  repetitanee,  and 
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fiocere  obedience  for  the  time  to  come.  That 
H*i  ofkfd  an  thefe  condiciom,  the  whote  Gof^ 
pd  witmfleti  and  he  bet  my  s  his  ignorance 
that  makfi&adv'amage  of  this  Ek)6bine,  and  lef^ 
iena  hi&  care,  diligence,  and  zeal,  in  working  out 
bis  Salvation,  ^in  goirermag  his  fpirit  and  appe<- 
lite,  and  in  perf^ing  Hdlineis  in  the  fear  of 
God. 

^i&iwn/  was  a  man  cmidemo'd  to  death,  i  Kiffgs 
%r^6/  It^  Uke  (bme  Couriers  ofS^loimn  got 
httn  bis  Pardon;  the  King  grants  it,  but  re-« 
q^sres  this  one  thii^  of  hitu,  that  he  (honld 
$aild  him  a  Houfe  in  Jormjakm^  and  dwelt 
there,  arid  :iga- not  fetth  thence  any  whither  | 
and  fiilfiUing  kfais  condition,  without  all  perad^ 
venture  km  mijght  have  liv'd  happy  and  iafe  a$ 
the  beft  of  liinNe^hbonrs;  but  when  he  muft 
needs  be  running  after  bis  fervants,  and  prefer 
a  fihall  advMtege  liefiM'e  perpetnal  iafety ,  he 
|ii^y  fiiSeM-  the  pimifiiment  the  King  appoint^^ 
edfcrhim.  TheSod'ofCkxl,  bytl^Uoodof 
bia  Cro&^>  Juith  in  »oth  gotten  all  Cbriftians 
tiieir  Pardbnv  ^^  i^  refoh^d  none  (hall  enjoy 
it,  but  thofe  itbat  will  fwiake  then*  ^s,  and 
,  pe^ii  tfaemfelires  to  his  guidance  and  dtre^i-^ 
00.  A  reafomb4e  demand  $  a  condition  (b  er 
qui tabfe,  fo  joft^  io  eafie,  that  no  Man  in  his  wits 
out  tBlsftib^r,  tx&Shimei  yMtoSohmcM^  The  faying 
is  good  I  at  my  hat  A  fhe  King  hathftid^fo  vrik 
thy  firoaM  do.  But  tben^  if  the  Pardon,  the 
Son  of  Ood  hath  obtai&d  ibr  them,  appear  i(> 
incon6derAb4e  a  ths|^  ifi  iheir  eyes,  that  they 
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do  not  thfiffk  it  worth  enjoying  (and-  certain^ 
lyth^  da  not  think  it  worth  en)oyi^,  thstj 
wiU  not  agree  to  fb  rea(bnable;a  Gondkioh^ 
8^'  tlt^fveU  if  thdy  fell  a  prey  co  that  w'fath  , 
from  wftich  the  Son  of  <}pdi  is  ready  to  deliver 
them,  and  if  thdr  Moiodibe  upon  their  beads  J 
that  di^  di^ighi  HMff  Ah  Sffritvf  QrMce  ^  4nd 
coHnt  the  blood  of  the  Covenant ,  wbereroith'  they 
vper^  to4>efanSifiedl  ^oitmhsfy  thing.  An  affront 
(b  great,  that  nOvCJ^ihary  veogei&riidecin*a^-^ 
ate  i«;:  and  (hould  God..^ '  them'^  iathdPrb^ 
phet  f^atb^n.^yA  David  ^  What)  patiii(btDent> 
they  themfelyes  thought  fit  for  fiich  :oSktiiikni 
(  provided  they  did  *  not  know ,  that  they  ^werb 
the  perfofls  QOf!icern'd)  they  ivould, .  hb/dbubt^ 
f}oom  th«n»(tlye&  to/isugreat,  if  ndt  t^neater 
Piague^,:;  ^thaft  God  intends,  to:  idBid  ^^upoil 

.  VV)^^i\JfiM!athy:E^€routoiiki^^ 
nocic^  giyeriihimi  :diat  a  Do9or  of  La)»  had 
cheated  M.pi3QrP?/jri;dir^  that  was  gone  to  Me-- 
ca^  ao(tjit;the.MansriBtucn  wcmld  npt  reftore 
to  hijDithj}  Jewels  he  bad  jeotrtiQediwstb  himi 
but  refoiiu^ly  deriiedithat  be:had/eciivtd  any 
fbch  thir^  fri)a)  hiin;^  The  Emiftr^nry  onciday 
in  a  third  petfw^;  aiked  the  Ik^or:^  .What  he 
though^  a  M^lii  ;tha^itvKi  notOrioiiOy  betrayed 
his  Truft,  .ojight  juftly  dieferve?  He  anfwer* 
^d  3  It  was/iit  that  fo  notOiious  a  viHaio  (hould 
be  pounded  jaltve  ia  a  Mortan  He  had  no 
fooner  faid  th^  word  I  bu<  tht  Emperour  gavi6 
order»  That  fo  it  (h9^U  bedoni?  to  himi:  who 
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had  fo  dotoriQuPy  (Jpnzctfd  the  PW)r  P//- 

So  here  9  as.barflb  as  fuch  Men  as  ieoOtittoein 
.  their  litis,  tn^y  thiok  it»  tp  be  doom'd  tqf  ^ter- 
.nat  vengeitnce,  were  themltlves,  in  tW;  Thbd 
Pedbn ,  ask'd ,  Wh^t  was  (it  to  be  daoe  to 
.filch  ungraceful  MQn(ler$?  Tbemfekrs  would 
.give  the  fqtn^  ^tence  ^gaioft:  themfely^es  for 
putting  ip  notorious  ah  affront  upon  (b  ado- 
nifhjQg  0  Mer<7. 

So  Siiit  i  9tthw^  a  true  Believer,  and  a  ^* 
cere  Penitenr,  *  ms^y  boldly  Tay  with  the  ApoQle^ 
That  Qhnfi  both  redeemid  bin  from  the  Curji  of 
ihe  Law^  hi^  made  a  Q^rje  far  frim^  Gal  ;•  13. 
And,  thi^  Cbr^bab  waft>d  htm  from  hk  fws^ 
mfbkif  am»,khod^  Rcv.  !•  $.  And  that  he  Mfh 
^an  Adv(k4te  wHtb  the  Father ,  Jefifs  Chrifi  tie 
rigbteom^  vphok  the  frophiatianfarhkfins^  1  Job. 
3.  I.  And ,  that  Cbfifi  hafh  made  hUife4ce  mth 
God^.CQV,  I.. 30.  .  Yet  Men  that  are  Strangers 
10  the  fandifying  work  of  Gods  Spirit,  cannot 
be  faicl  to  hate  at  preient,  diifing  their  unrege- 
nerate  eftate,  any  other  benefit  by  the  denth  and 
paifion  of  Cbri^^  but  a  poffibility  of  all  ihOle 
great  and  glorious  advantages,  apd  it':t  poffibic 
for  theoi  to  be  freed  from  the  cur(e  of  the  Law, 
robe  admitted  into  thenateber  of  thole,  that 
(hall  be  iav'd  5  to  enjoy  remiffion  of  fins ,  to  c- 
(cape  the  wrath  to  cotne  ^  afid  to  (ee  God  face 
CO  £ice  in  Heaven^nd  al}  this  by  i^irtue  of  Chrift's 
death  3  if  thc^y  wUl  but  (hjiH^  bands  with  their 
daiiing  vices^  4nd  agree  to  a  praflic^l  love  of 
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their  Maker ,  and  Redeemer ,  and  Saaftifier. 
To  thiok  that  uncoaverted  finnersdo  idtoilty 
enjoy  thefe  benefits,  is  to  contradid  Scripture, 
and  to  give  the  Apoftles  of  our  Lord  the  He, 
who  unanimoufly  tell  us.  That  thefe  ^4er- 
cies  are  not  effedually  apply'd  to  the  Soul , 
till  the  Soul,  by  (inoere  repentance,  and  «•- 
fi>rmation  of  life,  applies  her  felf  to  Chrift 
Jejkf. 

And  indeed ,  this  is  the  prodi^ous  mercy  of 
the  fecond  Covenant,  that  God,  for  Chrifts 
iake,  will  accept  of  finoere  rep^tance,  in 
ftead  of  perfeft  obedience  (  which  was  the 
great  condition  of  the  firft  agreement  between 
God  and  Man  )  and  looking  upon  the  fwed- 
ous  blood  of  his  Son,  wUl  pafs  by  ««4»ite  ver  Med 
have  done  before,  if  they  wilt  be  in  love  witli 
iin  and  defbruftion  nolot^r^  atid  fincerely  en> 
deavour  to  (deafe  him  inthofe  oommaads, 
which  de%i  nothing  but  our  iatere(t  aixl  bap^ 
finds. 

Thefe  things  are  not  very  hard  to  be  under- 
fiood,  but  the  generality  of  Chriftians  feem  t«> 
GAv'd  not  to  oiMierftand  them,  that  they  may 
not  be  o^g'd  to  take  their  ways  into  feriotis 
coiUideration.  At  this  rate  they  caft  fevve  twb 
Maftere,  and  recondle  l^t  with  darkne6.  Cod 
and  Belial,  the  Temple  of  God  and  Idob^  Froft 
and  Heat,  Snow  and  Fire  5  pleafe  God  and  pleafe 
the  World,  gratifie  their  Lofts  and  fecure  Hea* 
ven  i  buHd  Tabemacks  here  and  fecure  Man- 
fions  hereafters  keep  In  with  God  and  Mao, 
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and  like  the  SMmarit^m^  a  Reg*  17*  41.  fear 
ibe  Lord  y  and  ktr^  Graven  Images.  If  his  Do- 
^rine^  that  Chrift  hath  freed  them  from  the 
wradi  of  God,  ki  their  (eofe,  makes  Heltgion  fie 
fi)ft  and  eafie  upon  tbem,  and  dcxh  not  difhirb 
th^m  in  ihcir  ienfaal  enjoyments.  Its  a  com* 
ibfti^  Do&rtoe  to  fleflu  and  blood  s  nevct 
Qookl  any  thing  have  been  invented  more  a* 
greeable  to  thdr  lufts  j  and  if  God  had  ihidi- 
^  to  do  Kfaem  a  kindoefi^  he  could  not  have 
dooe  them  a  neater^  than  ta  let  his  Son  fiifier 
all  that  b  to  ce  (ufier'd  by  tbem  ^  and  fi>  after 
their  ddighta  and  finfoi  fatbfadions  here,  con- 
da£):  them  into  a  far  more  glorious  Parai^.  If 
it  be  fi>9  truly  Coofideration  is  Vanity ,  af nd  the 
Preadiers  are  Fook  and  Mad-men  to  pre(s  ic 
QpoD  their  Auditors;  Spiritual  Men  are  di* 
ftraded  ^  afid  fitter  for  BtaUm  than  the  PMlpih 
Their  ReHgWxi  is  nodiiog  but  a  Trick ,  and 
they  keep  a  great  (Hr  to  no  p^irpofe  •*  cry  aloud^ 
but  edify  not,  aiid  lift  up  their  voices ,  meerly 
to  trifle  away  time,  and  confirm  the  Hou(e  of 
Jac0b  kk  their  fins.  But,  Who  fees  not  that 
this  is  an  invention  of  the  Devil  firft  to  darken 
the  finoeis  uodorftanding,  and  when  the  Candle 
is  out ,  to  rob  htm  of  his  everhfting  faappineli  ( 
^od.  Sirs,,  will  you  be  rob'd  thus  quietly  of 
your  bliis  and  glwy  ?  Will  you  fuffer  your 
felves  to  be  ftript  of  all  you  have,  without  the 
leaft  oppofition?  Is  it  poffible  for  you  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Son  of  God  came  down  from 
Heaven  to  encourage  yda  in  offending  Cod  a 
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and  tnadehlmfelf  of  no  reputation  for  you,  that 
you  might  render  your  felves  contemptible  in 
the  fight  of  the  Almighty  f  and-died  for  you,  to 
give  life  to  your  fins  and  follies?  How  abfurd, 
bow  impertinent ,  how  contradidoiy  is  this  be- 
licf>  How!  God,  and  encourage  fin  >  Ho)ine(s 
ic  (elf,  and  find  out  a  way  to  promote  iniquity? 
Can  there  be  any  thing,  in  nature,* more  fiHy  or 
ridiculous?  This  is  abufing  the  Crofi  of  Chrift, 
not  truftirig  to  it  5  and  you  that  make  it  an 
occafion  of  fin ,  take  heed,  ittlohot  prove  a 
ftumUing  block  unto  you,  and  in  (lead  of  cru- 
cifying fin  in  you ,  do  not  harden  you  in  it.  It 
is  a  thing  not  unufual  with  God ,  to  punifls  fin 
with*  fin  ^ .  and  if  men^  will  be  filthy,  in  defpite 
of  all  endeavours  to  purifie  them  from  their  fil- 
thineis,  to  doom  them  to  continue  filthy  Aill, 
and  to  make  that  their  judgment,  which  at  firli: 
was  onely  their  tran^remon;  Bccaufe  there  is^ 
^0  Truths  nor  Maty^  "nor  Kmmkdge  of  God 
in  the  Land^  but  jiealing^  and  committing  A- 
dnltery ^  therefore  your  Daughters  fiall  com*, 
mit  Whoredont^  and  your  Spoujes  Jhall  com*, 
mit  Adultery  ^  faith  God^  Hof  4.  1,2,  13.  ie. 
I  will  utterly  withdraw  my  Grace,  and  my  Ho- 
ly  Spirit  from  you,  whence  it  muft  neceflari*' 
ly  come  to  pa6 ,  that  you  will  fink  deeper  and 
deeper  in  your  fins,  till  you  fink  into  the  ne- 
thermoft  Hell;  and  that  which  was  your  de- 
light ,  (hall  prove  your  burthen,  and  your  joy 
(hall  be  your  plague ;  and  when  afterwards  you  < 
(ball  (ee,  what  you  have  brought  your  felves  to, 
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and  would  fain  ftep  back  »  you  (hall  not  be 
able ,  but  die  in  your  fins:  A  Judgment  e* 
nougb  to  mike  a.  Mans  hair  ftand  on  end,  and 
yer  it  is  btit  reafonable,  efpecialiy  in  this  point, 
of  making  light  of  the  death  of  CbriB  Jejks  ; 
(b  great  a  love ,  *  and  written  in  fucfa  legible 
cfaaraders  too ,  flighted  and  abuled,  and  made  ' 
a  help  to  fin,  improved  into  licentioufnefs,  may 
juftly  be  fopjiofed  to  draw  down  that  Judg-' 
ment  we  read  of^  Jja.  6*  9,  io«  Go^aud  tellthis 
people^  Hear  ye  indeed^  but  underftand  not ;  and 
f^jt  indeedikat  perceive  not 4  Maks  *^^  ^^^'**  <^f 
thk  people  }at^  and  makg  their  ears  heavy ^  and 
fimt  their  eyes  j^  left  tbeyjee  vptth  their  eyes^  and 
hear  with  their  rears  ^  and  under jlond  rpitb  their 
hearty  and  cdnver^^  and  he  beakd^ 

But  what  is  ^iWorle  than  all  this^  the  death  of 
the  Son  of  God,  which  thus,  tnftead  of  mortify^* 
jog,  makes  iin  reign  in  your  mortal  bodies,  will 
h&  the  greateft  witnefs  again(t  you  in  (he  laft 
day.  The  fianajball  cry  mt  of  the  woU^  and  the^ 
4f€Mm  OHt  0/  the^iindjer  /ball  anjwer  againji  the 
^ppreffor ,  (ai(h  :tlic  Prophet,  Hab.  2.  1 1.  And 
then  fure,  btob((hath  a  louder^  voice,  fJtb.  12, 
24.  anddic'^blood  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  will 
be  one  dayithtt  greateft  evidence  againfl;  you. 
This,  likeuOyli  Will  encreafe  your  fiames,  and 
prove  the  Brknftone ;  thatibill  make  the  fire 
blaze  tl^  mofej  That  }e(ur^  uihofe  Crofs  thou 
ideipiiefl:  how ,  will  be  thy  accufer  then  h  and 
jttce  to  ttiat  many  that  bath  the  Judge  himfelf 
lor  hia  eiuiaiy.  That  dreadful  (pelade ,  the 
->ii  -     S  Crucifixion 
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Ci'uciiixibn  of  the  Lord  of  life^  which  caubot 
eng^e  thy  Sdul  to  confider  the  indignation^ 
abhortency,  afid  hatred^  God  bears  to  Bn,  will 
be  the  great  Argument  then  ,  that  (hali  cover 
thy  face  with  everlafting  confufipn.    As  love- 
ly^ as  bbaroting,  as  amiable  as  this  Mercy  looks 
now ,   it  Will  look  as  difmal:  theo ,   and  that 
which  is  now;  thy  Anchor  ^  will  be  thy  ttrton 
then  \  and  ihou  wilt  run  aWay  froo^  Mercy  as 
muth  then^  as  thou  doeft  from  Gods  thunder 
how  i  for  thou  wilt  not  be  able  to  look  upon 
this  Mercy  without  bluQiing^  and  to  think,  how 
thou  haft  undervalued  it,  will  mak6  thee  reality 
to  hide  thy  felf  from  its  bnghtneis.    Every 
beam  will  dart  horrour  into  thy  Sou! ,  and 
every  ray  will  be  an  arrow  in  thy  he^rh  Wheji 
thou  ffialt  fee  in  that  day ,  the  fpkits  4jf  Men 
made  perfiS^  thib  Men  in  white,  Ivlki  havewafi^d 
their  robis^nd  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  thi 
Lamb ;   when  thou  Chalt  refltd  on  their,  hap* 
pm^fr,  a  happineli ,  which  thqu  mightlft  have 
had  as  well  as  they,  (if  thaebldod  could  bair^ 
peifwaded  thee  tacleanfe  thy  f^  ftom  9U  fil- 
thinefs  both  of  flefli  and  fpiril:)  htMf  will  tl^e 
eyes  flow  with  tears,  to  tUnk  vnfUat  ft^oi^  de* 
lufions  thou  haft  lay'n  under^  10  thmhing,  thiMt 
this  blood  was  onely  fpilt ,  that  fbou  oi^effc 
wallow  more  finely  in  the  mire.    The  ImxA> 
which  was  flaia  from  the  foundation  of  tiie 
World,  and  came  to  ts^e  a#ay  thy  Sns^  at  ijfidl 
as  ihy  Neighbours^  onely  tiiou  wottldft  not  bb 
clean }  that  taibb^  I  fay^  ais  haraje&  ai  its  li 
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%t€naw^  WfH  then  cbaoge  his  afped: ;  and  thou^ 
chat  now  thinkeft  a  Lamb  can  be  nothing  but 
kind)  wilt  then  find,  by  wo(\x\  experience,  that 
'there  is  foch  a  thing,  as  the  indignation,  mH 
tPfath  0f  the  Lamk 
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Of  tbi  various  fMifibiifs  arijiffg  froM  negleU  of 
Conpdetaiion.  The  ttrant  of  it  frovd  to  be  the 
Cagje  of  moii  jtHs.  Some  Itifiancei  are  given 
i9iAtheifm,^  V^kelief,  Smariffg,  Pridt,  Cure* 
kfifiefi  ifi  God's  Sefvioe^  Luk^-tPorMeefs^  Co- 
tjfeioujhejiy  8cc. 

Rom  what  hath  been  fa^^  we  t&ay  faletf 

drawthi^  Conclufion^  That  wane  of  Con- 

Oration  «  the  unhappy  Spring,  from  which 

fitoft  of  tbe  miferies  and  calaoiities  of  Mankind 

fldw.    There  inay  be  inferiour  and  fubordt- 

nate  caufes ,  as  the  barrennefs  of  a  Field  t£iay 

^  proceed  frofti  the  Thorns  which  over fpr^d  it, 

fiiOa  the  (tones   which  ly   fcattcr'd  Upon  it, 

(tota  watit  of  dunging,  from  the  rofh^s  that 

-^OW  tocit^  &c.  but  the  principal  caule,  is  the 

Sly^gards  (dtenefs,  and  LarJnefd  j  fo  here,  the 

sviii  of  Klankind  may  ow^  their  exigence 

'ts&  ViAd^i aicid^ti ^  and  occurrences,  but  the 

Mift^caufef  h  want  of  Coitfideration.     In- 

4iftd  GMj  Ifi*  5^  t2y  13.  mikiss  thia  tbe  great 

V  -  S  a  reaibDjr 
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r€z(oh^  Wb)  his  people  mire  gone  into  Captmty^ 
why  their  honour Mt  M£n  were  famijb'd^  and  their 
multitHfie  dried  up  with  thirB-^  why  Hell  had  eisr- 
Urged  herfelf^  and  opend  her  mouth  without  inea^ 
Jkre^  and  their  glory ,  and  their  Multitude^  and 
their  pomp  defcended  into  it.    It's  the  want  of 
it,  which,  in  all  Ages,  bath  procured  Cod's  judg- 
ments ,  which  by  Confideration ,  niight  have 
been  ftopt  and  prevented.  Had  Adam  improv'd 
his  folitarinefs  in  the  Garden  of  Eden^  into  feri- 
ous  Confideration  of  the  nature  of  the  Precept  ' 
his  Mafter  gave  him,  and  reflededon  the  wif^ 
dom  of  the  Supreme  Law-giver,  that  made  it, 
on  the  immenfe  bounty ,  ois  great  Benda&or 
had  crown*d  him.  withal ,  on  the  abominable 
ingratitude  he  would  make  himfelf  guilty .  of» 
by  breaking  (o  reafonable  an  Injunction.    Had 
he  but  recolleded  himfelf  (when  tempted  to 
eat  of  the  dai^erous  fruit ,  under  a  pretence 
that  it  would  open  his  eyes ,   an4  make  him 
wife  zsx  Cod  )  and  thought ,  that  the  Creator 
of  Heaven  and  Earth  knew  beft,  what  degree 
of  wilclom  and  knowledge  became  a  creature.of 
his  quality  and  condition  s  and  he  that  was  all 
love ,  and  beauty ,  and  kindnefi ,  would  not 
have  interdided  him  that  fruit,  if  the  food  might 
have  any  .way  advanc  d  his  happineis,  and  that 
therefore  there  mufl:  be.  fome  cheat  in  the  Tem- 
ptation :   That  the  Angels  which  were  lately 
thrown  down  from  their  glory,  could  not  but 
envy  the  felicity^  he  enjoyed,  atid  for  that  rea- 
son wouki  appear  in  ail  mrniner  of  (hapes^  and 
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try  a  thoufand  ways  to  weaken  the  favour  of 
God  towards  him  ;  and  that  it  was  without  all 
perad venture  the  fafcft  way  to  prefer  an  exprefi 
icomitiand,  before  an  uncertain  fuggeftion.  That 
it  was  below  the  Almighty  to  fey  and  ^  unfey, 
to  forbid,  and  yet  permit,  to  caution ,  and  yet 
to  connive  4  to  'declare  his  will  to  day ,    and 
countermand  it  to  morrow  5   iand  that  fuch 
weakne(fes  are  fcarce  reconcileable  to  the  tem- 
per of  a  wife  Man  on  Earth ,  much  lefs  to  the 
Rules   of  infinite    Wifdom.    Had    his  mind 
taken  a   view  of  fuch    Arguments  as  thcfe, 
and  of  the  uninterrupted  profpcrity  and  immor- 
tality he  was  promised  upon  his  obedience  ^  it's 
not  the  charms,  or  rhetorick,  or  (bfc  language 
of  a  Wife,  nor  the  fubtilty  of  a  Serpent,  nor 
the  pretended  Omnifcience,  the  Devil  flatter  d 
him  withal ,  would  have  made  him  leave  that 
happy  ftate,  which   the  infinite  goodnefs  of 
Heaven  had  placd  him  in.     But  while  he  fuf- 
fers  the  plealure  of  a  Garden  to  trahfport  his 
Soul,  and  to  blind  it,  fears  no  ill,  no  mifehief, 
no  danger  among  the  Rofesand  Flowers  of  Pa- 
radife,  embraces  the  deceitfiil  fuggeftion,  with- 
out examining  the  caufe,  the  manner,  or  the 
end  of  it,  fwallows  the  fatal  bait  without  chew- 
ing, believes  a  Wife,  and  a  Beaft,  without  confi- 
'dering  the  confequence  of  the  faft,  and  inquires 
not  how  God  may  refent  his  curiofiry,  he  falls 
into  death  and  mifery,  and  drags  all  his  PoQe- 
rity  qifter  him. 

S3  Had 
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,  Had  the  Inhabitants  of  Sodofftf  and  Gomprrha 
reflei^cd^  like  rational  Men,  on  the  reproof  and 
admonuionsof  rkhteous  JLtT,  ruminated  on  bis 
pafi^onate  e:^premons,  taken  notice  of  the  Mo- 
tives he  ufed ,  of  the  incouragemen^s  he  a|t 
ledg'd,  of  the  coajmilfion  he  produced,  of  thi? 
authority  by  which  he  aded,  cpnfiderd  tjaie 
kindneis  of  the  Almtgbty»  in  fendipg  them  fqcli 
a  Preacher,  and  thought  with  themlelve^,  That 
fure  it  could  not  be  the  Preachers  intereft,  to 
fee  himfelf  againft  their  vices  5  That  except 
Conicience ,  and  a  Divine  Commifiion  bad 
prompted  him  to  attempt  their  Ileformat^)n, 
|t  W9S  not  probable,  he  would  enrage  a  debauch- 
ed City  againft  himfelf ,  and  make  him&lf  ob^ 
poxious  to  the  fury  of  the  People  j  that  the 
righteous  man  fpake  nothing  but  reafon  ,  and 
fougl^t  nothing  but  their  good  5  That  God  s 
patience  would  certainly  be  tried  ere  long,  and 
bis  long-fufEering  turn  into  vengeance  ^  that 
the  fire  of  their  luft  would  fhortly  pull  down 
Other  fire,  and  the  heat  of  their  unclean  dcfircs 
break  into  more  confuming  flames  5  That  (ins 
againft  Nature  made  Men  worfe  than  BeafVs, 
and  for  God  not  to  revenge  fuch  Crimes,  would 
certainly  give  the  World  ocpafion  to  believe 
there  was  no  Governour,  that  topk  care  of  fut, 
lunary  objefts,  or  be  a  means  to  deftroy  Ha-' ' 
fpane  Society  5  That  God  would  not  always 
put  up  affronts,  nor  fuffer  his  methods  to.  re- 
claim them  ,  to  be  ba^ed  everlaftingly ;  That 
{hey  could  not  hppe  to  efcape  God's  Indigriati- 

on* 
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on,  no  DQie  tban  th«  Men  of  tbe  firft  Worjd, 
and  when  cheirHlias  mst»  eqo^l »  God's .  Judg^ 
ments  would  overtake  chetQ »  as  well  as  thf  y . 
did  their  Brethren  ^  That  God  c6uld  intwd 
them  no  harm »  by  callh^  tbooi  to  repentance  5 
and  being  the  great  Preierver  of  Men,  xould 
not  but  defign  xheir  W^ll^bpng  $nd  feli- 
city. 

Had  they  fuffered  their  thoi^hts  to  d)v^U  on 
(iich  truths  as  thefc,  made  luch  .CoDfiderations 
fiimiliar  to  their  Souls,  they  wo^ld  have  mehed 
and  bumbled  themfelva »  and  kept  back  ihat 
fire  and  brimftone ,  whif  h  afterwards  cpniumed 
them.  Want,  of  ConfidtMr^tion  made  them  fe- 
cnre  in  fin,  and  that  fe^urity  prepared  them  for. 
their  devaftation. 

Indeed ,  there  is  no  fin  almoft,  but  is  com- 
mitted for  want  of  Co@Odrratton.  Men  con- 
fider  npt  what  fin  is,  nor  how  loatbfom  it  i$ 
to  that  Cod ,  who  carries  them  on  his  wings, 
as  the  Eagle  doth  her  young,  nor  what  injury 
they  do  to  their  own  Souls,  nor  what  the  dread- 
ful effeds,  and  confequences  of  it  are,  and  that 
makes  them  fupine  and  negligent  of  their  du- 
ty. .       , 

To  give  a  kw  inftance? :  Did  the  Athc^ft 
but  look  U{j  to  Heaven  ^  did  his  fwintfii  and 
bruitifti  appetite  but  give  him  leave  to  con- 
template that  glorious  Fabrick,  the  orderly  po- 
fition  of  the  Stars,  the  regular  motion  of  thofe 
Celeftial  Lamps,  and  the  M^ithematical  contri- 
vance of  that  curious  Globe  s  how  is  it  podible 

S  4  he 


he  could  dream  of  a  cafual  conctirrence  of  A^ 
tarns ,  or  forbear  to  acknowledge  a  nfoft  wi^^ 
moft  perfed,  and  moft  powerful  Architeft,  even 
that  God  ,  who  commanded  them  into  be- 
ing, and  ftill  prefer ves  them  from  decay  and 
ruine  ? 

-  Would  he  but  coofider ,  how  things  that 
have  a  beginning ,  could  not  make  themfelves, 
unleis  they  were-  before  they  were,*  (which 
implies  a  conrradidion )  and  therefore  mufl: 
certainly  be  made,  and  produced  at  firft  by: 
fome  Supreme  cau(e ,  that  i?  Eternal  and  Om* 
nipotent.  Would  he  but  refled:  on  the  uni- 
verfal  confent  of  Mankind,  how  not  onely  the 
Ctvilizd ,  but  th?  mod  barbarous  Nations  in 
all  Ages ,  have  had  a  fenfe  of  a  Deity  ;  and 
how  this  (enle  never  changes,  although  King- 
doms, and  Republicks,  their  Government,  Laws, 
Conftitutions,  Inhabitants,  aqd  Cuftoms  change^ 
and  how  improbable  it  is,  that  all  Mankind 
(hould  confpire  into  fuch  a  Cheat,  if  there  were 
no  Supreme  Powers  how  rational  it  is ,  that 
when  Meu  of  different  Conftitutions,  Complexi- 
ons, Principles,  Defires,  Interefls,  Opinions,  do 
all,  or  mod  of  them  agree  in  one  thing,  there 
rpuft  peceflarily  be  fomething  more  than  ordi- 
nary in't ,  and  the  Notion  muft  be  fuppofed 
either  imprinted  by  God  on  the  hearts  of  all 
Men^  or  carefully  deliver'd  to  Pofterity  by  the 
firft  Planters  of  the  World,  which ,  in  all  pro- 
bability, they  would  not  have  done,  except 
t^ey  had  very  good  ground  and  reafon  for  it  $ 
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and  though  here  and  there  (ome  few  hav6  been' 
found  9  who  either  out  of  ambition  of  being 
thought  Wits,  or  in  a  humour,  or  through-fdme 
ftrange  corruption  of  their  minds.have  denied  the 
Being  of  *Oeity,or  have  believed  none,  yet  that 
thofe  few^^re  inconfiderabti^,  compared  with 
the  greatefl:  |>art  of  Mankind,  atid  guided  rather 
by  their  lufts  apd  vices,  whofe  intercft  it  is,  ther^ 
flaould  be  no  C>pd  to  take  notice  of  them,  and' 
not  by  the  true  Jight  of  rcafon  5  Would  the 
Fool,  I  (ay,  but  think  fcriouQy  on  thefe  familiar 
Arguments,  how  could  he  fay  in  his  heart,  There 
ii  no  God  ?t  * 

How  could  the  Wretch  deny  a  Providence,' 
if  he  did  but  take  notice,  how  all  things  are  pre- 
served in  thole  fliations,  fpheres,  ind  tendencies, 
they  were  fit  firft  created  in.  How  things  con- 
trary to  one  another,  are  kept  from  deftroy ing 
one  another.  How  every  thiiig  profecutes  the 
end  for  which  it  was  produced.  How  the  Sea, 
that's  higher  than  the  Earth,  is  kept  from  over- 
running; and  drowning  in  How  Kingdoms, 
Empires,  and  Common- wealths  are  continued 
and  conferved  in  the  World.  How  on^Coun- 
trey  is  made  a  Scourge  to  th^e  other  for  their 
fin  i  and  how  the  (bberer  Nation  many  times 
conquers  the  more  debauched  and  vicious,  till 
the  formers  fobriety  dying,  proves  a  prefagq  of 
the  funeral  of  their  happinefs.  How  Men  are 
fuffered  to  tyranniz)e ,  and  to  rage,  that  their 
fall  afterward  may  be  more  grievous  and  ter- 
rible.   How  fin  is.  puni&ed  with  fin  3  and  with 

what 
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what  meafurp  we  mete,  with  the  iwne,  ot^r 
wea  ifnete  to  us  again.  Hqw  ftrangeljr  Mmt- 
tber  IS  found  out ,  and  (ecret  vUlanies  4i^ve- 

red,  arrsugged ,  arid  condemned. 
Si»ifi»^  in  cdig.    Ho^  CdiguU ,  that  bids  defiance 

to  Heaven ,  aqd  threatens  Jt^i^ 
ter  to  cbaftife  him,  if  be  fent  Rain  that  day  tus 
Players  were  to  Ad; ;  how  the  poor  miferable 
creati^re  hides  his  hiead  in  a  Featherbed  when 
it  thunders;  and  how  the  .ftouteft  finoers 
tr^ml^le,  even  th^,  whi^n  no  man  putfoes 
them.  How  Tiberius  is  tortured  in  his  Coi^i- 
ence  with  a  (enfe  of  his .  monftrous  pradices, 
and  he  that  had  d^pilibd  ^U  Heavenly  Powers, 
before  his  death,  dreads  what  before  he  laqght 
at.  How  light  is  frequently  produced  out  of 
darknels  5  thegreateft  felicity  from  thegreateft 
mtfery ;  and  even  fin  it  felf  (q  ordi^red  ,  that 
it  proves  an  occ4(ion  of  the  greatefl:  good. 
How  miraculouily  men  are  prefgrved,  and  how 
prodigioufly  refcued  from  dangers ,  that  hang 
oyer  their  heads,  pnd  threaten  their  deftrudi- 
pn*  How  one  toan  is  pufiiPiied  by  profpeiity, 
another  prefervVi  by  the  want  of  it.  How  one 
man's  bleffings  are  turn  d  into  tpitrfes,  and  ano* 
ther  man  s  curfes  into  bl^iiings. .  How  men  pe- 
ri(h,  that  they  may  not  peri(b; -and  a(re(iiffer'd 
to  grow  poor,  tMt  they  may  be  rich ,  and  are 
deprived  of  all,  that  they  may  ^rvive  tq  far  great* 
^r  plenty.  How  (iirfingely  jsapy  times  are  men 
pr^erved  from  fin,  ^  fom^^^ing  comes  in« 
and<ro0es  their  (m^il  o^temprsand  intentions^ 

that 
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that  they  areiipt  able  to  pui;  their  pufpoies  in 
executioB.  Hpw  men  are  fitted  for  feveral(gm*' 
jployinents,  aiidnooffi^xH^huOneisroxpfan^aMi 
forqid,  but  fooie  men  have  a  gmus  or  inplin^Mr 
on  to  it  HowBe^ft^,  which  are  ftronger^l^il 
Men,  are  yet  ki?pt  ffojn  hurting  Men  5  and  Mc^ 
themfelves,  that  intend  mifchi^f  to  their  Neigh* 
)>purs,  are  prevented  in  theif  defi^ns,  and  in  th(^ 
Met  they  fpread  for  others,  their  foot  is  takeii. 
Hpwhy  veryinc6nfiderable  i^aeaps,  very  great 
things  are  effected  ^  and  ipmttimes  without 
nieans,  very  fignal  changes^  and  aUerfitions  are 
produced.  How  the  greateO:  preparations  are 
blown  upon,  and-  diiTolved,  and  a  handful  pf 
men  chafes  vaft,,  and  potent  Armies  j  How  Tyr 
rants,  when  they  are  juft  brif\ging  their  Tri- 
umphs to  perfeftion ,  are  blafted  on  a  fudden, 
and  when  they  fancy  nothing  can  refift  op  hin- 
der their  mighty  defigns ,  the  wind  turns ,  and 
all  their  bravery  di^s  into  contempt  and  Cbame, 
and  diffatisfaftion.  How  the.  greateft  Enemy 
fometimes  becomes  the  greateft  Friend  v  ^nd 
he  that  hated  another  unto  death,  is  on  a  fud- 
den  convincd  of  his  folly,  and  loves  hioi  as  bis 
own  Soul.  How  kindly  the  Heavens  difpenfe 
their  former  and  latter  Kain^  and  how^  upon 
folemn  Prayers  and  Supplications ,  fome;greac 
Judgment  is  averted,  and  men  reftored  tq  tb^ir 
former  peace  and. tranquillity.    How,  evpo  in 

thing;  fortuitox^i^r  Juftice  iis  es^ecuted ;  and  ti)e 
Arrow  which  fuph  a  man  QiPt  ft  r^ndpn^,  is  yet 
fQ.guided,  as  tq,  hit  the  pcyfon  guilty  oi  fooie 

heinous 
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heinous  crime.  How  (iich  a  roan's  mine  proves 
anotfaers  inftrudion  j  and  he,  whom  Education 
could  not  engage  to  Prudence,'  learns  to  be  wile 
by  anothers  fall.  How  men  ignorantly  con- 
trive their  Neighbours  good,  and  while  they 
l^ft  intend  the  happine(s  of  others,  take  the 
Veadieft  courfe  to  make  their  labours  fuccefsfiil 
and  profperous.  How  a  Flea  Ihall  awaken  an 
Ahdfiuertfs^  that  he  may  look  into  his  Chroni* 
cles,  and  read  there  the  good  Offices  of  Mor- 
decai ,  and  recompence  him  ,  and  prevent  the 
Mifchief  intended  againft  God's  People.  How 
a  word  that  drops  fomefimes  from  the/  Preach- 
ers Mouth  in  a  Sermon,  (hall  make  that  impref^ 
(ion  on  the  Hearers  Heart,  as  to  change  it,  and 
work  him  into  another  man. 

He  that  would  take  (uch*  paflages  as  the(e 
into  (erious  conliderition,  how  were  it  polfible 
for  him  to  que():ion  a  Providence ,  that  orders, 
and  rules ,  and  governs  alt ,  and  extends  its 
care  even  to  theleaft,  moft  minute,  and  mo(t 
abjeft  and  contemptible  creature  ?  How  could 
he  forbear  to  admire  God ,  as  the  moft  wife, 
moft  knowing,  moft  lovely,  moft  perfed,  moft 
holy,  and  moft  beautiful  Being,  whofi  eyes  run 
10  and  fro^  to  Jhew  himfelf  ftrong  in  the  behalf  of 
thoje^  whofe  heart  k  upright  towards  hinty  2  Cbron. 
J6.9. 

The  Unbeliever ,  that  doth  not  believe  the 
Scripture  to  be  the  Word  of  God,  and  fancies 
there  is  no  other  World  ,  no  Judgment  after 
Death  5  and  thinks  it  irrational,  that  temporal 

^  fin 
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fio  (houtd  be  puniflild  with  an  eternity  of  tor- 
ments  3  it's  want  of  Conlideration  makes  him 
continue  Infidel : 

*  For  I.  As  for  the  Saipture,  which  contains 
the  fum  and.  fubftance  of  the  Ghrifttan  Rdigi- 
on,  would  he  hut  take  a  walk  in  the  Field,  or 
ip  his  Garden,  or  in  his  Chamber,  and  weigh  dib 
Arguments  whioi  make  for  the. Divinity  of  this 
Book,  andconfider  what  he  can  objedag^dnftit, 
whether  hi&  objeiftions  be  equal  in  ttrength 
and  weighty  with  the  reafons  that  fetch  its  pe- 
digree from  Heiaven ,  he  would  Coon  be  of  a- 
Qother  mind,  aind  pity  the  weaknefi  and'&uci- 
nefiof  thofe  Youngfters,  that  [day  upon  t^beO- 
raples  pf  dod  in  Ale-houfes,  or  Taverns,  or  Theu 
aters.  He  need  only  dt(cour&  With  himiedlf  ill 
this. manner:  *  :'o    .,,> 

I  fee  the  whole  Chriftian  World,  for  (a  ma- 
ny Centuries . togiether ,  bath  embraced. tfajt^fe 
Sacred  Voluoies ,  as  a  Treafury.  of  GodV  Will, 
and  Ordinances » ;  as  a  DtreJ^ory  dropt  doMm 
from  Heaven,  tQ)teacb  tfaem^how  Cod;MdU  be 
W0r(hip  d ,  what  Nc^iona^tbeylare  to  en^evtaSk 
of  God,  aoid  what  they  aiQxtoIdo  to  fave  thetf 
Souls  for  ever  5  how  theyr:ai;e  to  Qrde]!;tbf9ilr 
lives,  how  they  ire  to  Pmyv^how  they  afc:-t0 
behave  them^Hves  toward  God^  iand  MaOv^aod 
what  rules  they  are  to  obferte;  in  their  ffahi&- 
ing,  fpeaking,  doing,  and  dealing  in  thi^\y4^^^ 
Its  very  probable,  that  God^  „who  is  all  good- 
nefi^  all  mercy,  and  of  infinite  pity^  and  hath 

made 
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madfe  tMs  World  to  ferve  Man,  and  endbw'd 
.  him  with  a  capacritjr  of  knowing  and  adoriii^ 
God ,  would  not  leave  him  defthuie  of  fuch 
helps  and  means ,  as  might  beft  promote  his 
kaowbdge  of  him  f  but  find:  oat  a  way  to  ma« 
nifHI  .himfeli  id  liim ,  efpediEtUy  wl^n  Wi  (t9U 
ikiat^.that  wfifaoiiiit  fon^Wtiet  drreStiom  tbati 
Natinie  gives^  man  are  ib  very  apt  lo^fiU  into 
efr^ ,  and  miiapprefa^ntions  ^of  hts  Qlofy 
and  Majefty.  Whether  thlt  iBbok  co&(ftf&s 
ifaerefilre  th^  t^e  Revelatkm8|»  which  0od  hath 
boea^plias'd  to  make  to  mankind  ^  is  the  ^ue- 

.  Utp&a  eumtnation  I  find,  that  there  i^  no- 
thing: in  this  Book)  either  pcoronred  or  threat* 
ned,  XK  cooimsiiided)  but  what  b  Dea  digPtMm^ 
fit  for  a  God  to  promife,  and  threaten ,  and 
command. 

'  .Whatever  is  delivered  here,  feems  to  be  very 
i^ris^able  to  his  Majefty,  and  Sovereignty,  atid 
Divine  Nature.  The  rewards,  as  well  as  puniflb- 
risents  9  are  Godlike  ^  and  the  Duties  pr^flbd 
htre ,  are  but  the  neceflary  oonlequents  of  his 
<Soodoeis ,  and  Joftice^  and  Government,  and 
Suj^remacf  \  which  cDnfequences,  becaufe  man» 
by  reaibn  of  histt>rraption,  wii^not  able  to  de- 
duce from  the  Notion  of  God,  God  tlxM^ic  fit 
^to  reveal,  and  mamfeft  to  him,  by  vai&ous  Pi^ 
(iges,  Hfflortes,  ^Pri^ecie^,  Parsubles,  Precept, 
bttlGonciufiomJ 
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UpoA  enquiry  I  perceiviei  that  the  ddigqs  of 
this  Book  are  at  leaft  very  hatmlefi,  its  great  aim 
h^i^  to  make  mtn  good,  and  juft^  and  lioneft^ 
and  live  like  men  of  reafon  s  ib  that  if  men  quar * 
rel  with  it,  they  nmft  quarrel  with  their  own 
iBake  and  conftitution,  whidi  is  not  only  oma* 
ble  of  fucb  p^rfefttons,  but  wei^e  the  grOlSel:  ten« 
(ual  dbjeds  removed,  or  feparated  fixxn  it,>woiiU 
naturally  defire  and  breathe  afier  drem.  What^ 
evef  ^verity  of  truths  the  lidit  of  -Nature  ofiRca»* 
foh  didaiQ^  is  here  tobe  toiindjjf  and  tbi^Bodi; 
is.(b/  far  from  contiiadifting  or^boliflaing  atiy 
tbing  of  that  natitre,  that  it  improves  and  re- 
fines it.  If  I  feardi  all  the  Volumes  of  Ihe  iftl- 
tient  Heathen  Phiio(bphe]:s ,  men  who  ranikdU: 
Nature,  and  triiid  what  Nathrfe  wouM  difoovfet 
of  God,  and  anatomized  the  Law  Wntten  updh 
mens  hearts.  If  I  perufe  all  thd  Ijeffons  and  RiUdb 
of  Morality,  they  gave  and  pi^e&ribed  to^Ma^ 
kind,  I  find  th^  all  delivered  in  thisBod&rtfaudi 
puicr^  and  much  dearer  than  tfaofe  Philbft^pimi 
treirifc  able  to  propo(fe  them  :  and  what  li^  ftai!^ 
lcer!d/up  and  down  in  their  vsrfter  VoIimi€^,ris 
cottdentred  here,,  inibmueh,  that  not  onfy^SitfaO' 
]«s,  but  vtey  ordihary  eapamies,  may  bb  Ph^ 
lolbphers^  and  fpeak  more  fenfe  and  reafin%tha& 
the  arx^nt  Wits,  whom  the  WorH  wboaftef^ 
barous  and  rude,  lookt  upon  as  Oracles.         ^ 

The  Sacred  Writers,  whoever  they  weife,  for 
oiight  t  fee,  wer^  men  of  very  obbteani  gtne* 
rous%irits5  for  their  great  dndeattnir  is^  toin^ 

0rttA  tad  cdifie  iitamd>  ^  to  msdk  tkte 
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fuch  ddig^ts,  w^  fit  for  a  rational  Soul  to  em^ 
brace.  I  (ee  they  exhort  men  to  live  like  them* 
(elves  y  like  peribhS' capable  of  converfing  with 
God.  I  (ee  they  are  all  for  pre(ervation  of  Ha«^ 
inatieSodetie^  and  to  this  end  they  fp^ak  againft 
^1  thaVs  evil,  and  encourage  Ju(lice,  and  Peace^ 
0ixd  Unity,  and  Charity,  ^nd  Obedience  to  Go- 
JiriemRi^rs,  and  all  that's  good  and  holy  5  and  cbn* 
demii  all  hypbcriik)  commend  upright  dealing, 
and  ifincerity  of  heart,  and  ptofcribe  even  thc^ 
iins  which  the  wbrld  can  take  no  notice  o^  Sins 
of  thoughts ,  Sins  of  the  heart,  and  (ins  of  (e* 
crefie,  and  urge.aiiearty  unfeigned  love  to  cur 
Neigfai>our»  Their  great  care  and  (blidtude  is^ 
:tluit.men  may  not, be  kept  unacquainted  with 
themlelves ;  and  though  they  lived  in  different 
Ages,  at  different  times,  and  were  of  different 
(Eduic^ions,  yeLkheyall  agree  in  their  great  en^ 
•de^iiour  and  defign  to  purifiemens  hearts,  and 
Ito  k^p  their  conictences  void  of  offence  to^ 
tmfrfk  God,  and  toward^  Men.  They  wcmld 
4iaye.God  wodhipp'd,  and  honour  d  like  a  God, 
m  ipirit  and  in  truth,  and  require  the  cream  and 
mistow  of  ourendeavours,  our  deareft  and  ten- 
detiefl:  love  to  be  given  to  him,  which  indeed 
is.aiWor(hip  fit  for  him,  that  is  our  fupream  Ru- 
ler ^d  Governor,  in  whom  we  live,  and  have 
our  Being.  ; 

Tl^ey  condemn  all  (enfuality ,  which  makes 
mien iive  like.  Beads  5  and  all  impatience,  and 
diieomtat »  whioh  jtnds.es  their  lives  miferabte, 
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and  all  Pride  and  haughtiQeis,  which  makes  their 
pear  Nie^bbours  hate  and  defptfe  them  s  and  all 
bafe  (elfi&ne($ ,  which  makes  .0}em  uncompafllo- 
n^te.  They  prefcribe  the  greateft  Cordials  z^ 
gauift  crQ0i^  and  affli^ions ,  for  they  promiie  a 
patter  life  «fter  this,  a  life  of  everlafting  joy  and 
bli(s  5  [and  though  lAojks  and  the  Prophets  (ay 
but  liit^  flf  another  life  in  expre&  terms ,  yet 
they  do  tojt  in  Types^and  Shadows  and  myfteri- 
pus  Pbr|k(es»  and  Anions,  which  the  Prophets  a* 
mong  the  Jews  in  aill  probability  explained  ta 
f  be  peopf^  i .  and  fuppole  there  were  no  inch 
jife.,  yc^  would  the  fancy  of  it  be  mighty  plea- 
Gng  in  diftreflcs  and  Calamities,  and  (erve  to  bear 
us  ^p  under  the  greatefl:  Burthens  ^  and  (hould 
we:  find  QOthing  of  that  nature ,  when  we  come 
to  dye »  to  be  fare  th^re  would  be  no  body  to 
laqghatus. 

They  repre(ent  God  as  infinitely  merciful  to 
wretched  men  ,  and  filling  to  accept  of  thofe 
that  rep^ntj^and  turn,  and  (incerely  fear  him,  and 
to  make  them  everlaftingly  happy  3  and  yet  that 
inen  may  not  prefume,ara  turn  the  grace  of  Cod 
into  wantonnefs,  they  reprefent  him  juft  withall, 
ibat  will  tak^  vengeance  on  thofe  who  provoke 
hi?  patience^iand  mock  his  compa{Iion,and  abufc 
iiis  mercy  into  contempt  of  his  Laws«  They  re- 
prefent him  as  a  very  reafonableMafter,  tSac  lays 
upon  bis  Servants  no  more  than  they  are  able  to 
bear,  ana  expeds  returns  anfwerable  to  the  fa^ 
vours  be  bellows  on  them  s  and  fuch  fcrvices , 
^%  are  ^   Vf^  (bme  megiure  proportionable  to  thq 
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means  he  hath  afforded  them,  wlifeh  fe  no  more 
bat  What  we  ^xpeft  from  our  Servant  $1  All  which 
is  highly  rattonaU  snd  t  ftiuft needs  imd^de,  (ioee 
no  men  that  ever  Yivd  in  the  world)  eouldgive 
the  world  Cich  exaft  Rules  for  the*  iffiprofe- 
ment  dnd  advancement  of  a  rational  Stitll ,  m 
thtfe  Writers  do,  that  they  muft  havfe  had  fotne 
Divine  Spirit  to  guide  them,  efpeciaBf  fiiee  the 
ed\3cation,  bnettiing,  ahd  convetfetion  bf  fome 
ot*  mod  of  them ,  gave  them  no  ady«Mages  of 
Learning,  or  Phifofophy,  nor  any  opportunity 
of  Imprbyirtg  their  irttelleftuaWby  readtog  fuch 
VVf ittngs ,  *s  acute  and  quick  fightid  tejfti  ted 
difperfed  throng  the  WorW.  To  ex^(t  the  Soul, 
and  to  elevate  it  abiyveSeftce,  andSwth',  And 
Dfofi ,  and  Dong ,  and  to  make  it^'*o  ht  dd- 
knitted  to  familiatity  with  its  Makerj  fttoiA  to  b6 
the  very  drift  anddefign  of  thisBook'^i^  and  if  k 
were  tiot  Divine,  orlnlpwcd,  it  tniglhfe  however 
de(erve  the reputation  of  maintaining  dit«great* 
eft  and  woft  genenyiis;.  defigns  ,  •  that  fevfer  Wfepe 
carried  <an  by  mankind. 

But  fure ,  its  original  is  more  *han  h^ttatte  5 
and  the  perlotis  who  dcHver  thdfc  things ,  liad 
certainly  a  Divine <3ommiflion.  Whenlldcffc 
either  upon  Ahfes,  and  thePropfeets,  ifttbeOid, 
or  upc\n  Jefuf,  mid  his  Apbft)es,^n  the  New  T«* 
ftament,  Men  who  were  the  chidf  Pr&mnlgeis  bf 
the  Truths^  deliverd  inthefeBooks,^  methidks 
there  appears  (omethirig  emaordinky  in  ^bem , 
and  I  cannot  but  fee  the  finger  cff<3roid,  that  did 
dircd  and  help  them.    If  1  biSieve  liby^hf Ag  ^ 

^  that 


^tfejit  I  i^^r  hwtdf  or  faw  my  felf ,  I  have  the 

gpefttt^res^iDtbe  World  to  beHeve9  that  that 

MpJ^^  wbo»  hQXh  Jews  md  H^hen  call  the 

great  Leader,  and  Capt^-General  of  thd  Jevps , 

WStifirpiredifrom  above^  when  he  ^ve  his  Law 

itf>  tb&  whole  NaiioQ  of  thei  Jms.    That  he 

W^roMghl  tho&.ftupeadeus  Miracles,  Which  are 

reiaordftd  ia  Scripture ,  the  Jermfii  Nation  hath 

fjirfn^yi  «Qd  eonftfihtly  believed ,  ever  (ince  they 

W^fWfPU^t^  ^iKi:^w:6oocob^M^     before 

WhPQii  th^y  w^ere  vi^ought »  and  wlio  did  feed 

i^iO^flidsgr  of  thofe  Wonders,  and  who  hare  de«- 

iltvered  the  real  perfbrtnance  of  thofe  Miracles 

iik^ffn  ta  tb«ir  Bofterity ,  aod  fo  imprinted  the 

belief  of  it  on  the  hearts  of  their  Progeny,  that 

fificbnr  Sword ,  Bor  Fire  ,   could  ever  make 

!tbei0  deny  it ,  even  by  the  Tefltimony  of  their 

gtoaiKft.  Eae^ii^  >  How,  I  fay ,  this  vaft  Mukl- 

wdo  Df  Men  iOcmJd  be  oiiftdkeQ  in  thofe  Mira- 

/<:^,wd  give  credit  to  his  Law ,  oUerve  every 

^puiM^lio  of  !£,  aodergqe  all  that  tedious  Service 

he  injoin  d  them ,  endure  the  pain  of  Circuoi;* 

«0oa ,  Qegkft  their  iecular  and  neceflary  affairs 

toattetid'^at  laborious  worflitp)  ami  all  upon 

jifae  aeeount  of  thole  Miracles,  iithey  had  not 

be$«^jConfident  of  the  trutband  reality  of  them, 

is  akagicicher  unaorountable  to  a  ratioaal  Man. 

Thefe  Miracles  he  could  never  have  wrought 

ii^khomaiuperitatural  power,nor  can  I  imagine 

^any  other  r^oo,  why  God  (hould  honour  him 

jn^th.tfaat^perf^atural  power ,  but  only  to  con* 

iiriQ  the  L^Wyfliid  Statute;,  he  gave  to  the  jFeW. 
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and  to  teftiBe  unto  thetn,  and  to  afiare' tlietn  ^, 
that  they  came  from  God,  atid that  ibg  Poni^* 
mentsthreatend,  would  certainly  attend  the  wil- 
ful neglcfters  of  that  Law. 

That  the  Prophets  foretold  things,  (bnatf  affcd. 
Tome  300 ,  fome  500  years  before  they  ciainie  tb 
paft  ,  is  fo  evident  frdtn  the  Hiftory  of  Jofii^^  ' 
Cyrus,  and  the  Mejjias^  who  was  to  come,  that ' 
he  muft  profefs  himfeif  a  Granger  to  all  Hifliory, 
that  denies  it  s  for  I  fiiti  the  Jews  bad  tho(e 
PfOf^ecies  *by  ^hem  many  years  >  before  they 
were  fulfilled,  and  therefore  cannot  be  (uppo&d 
to  have  forged  thofe  prophecies,  after  the  things 
pretended  to  be  foretold  in  them,  were  come  to 
pafe. 

But,  had  we  no  other  Teftifflony ,  thattb^ 
'Writings  of  the  Old  Teftament  are  infpired,  and 
of  Divine  Original ,  but  that  of  jfe/^/  ,  and  bb 
Apoftles,  (provided  we  can  prove,that  thefe  catte 
with  Divine  Authority)  th^re  would  be  enough 
to  fatrsfie  any  per(bn  that  ck>tb  not  delight  in 
difputing  a^inft  light  and  reaibn. 

That  we  owe  the  Dofitrine  of  the  New  Tefta- 
tnent  to  this  Jefus^  and  his  Apoftles,  the  whole 
Chriftian  World  hath  unanimoufly  believed  Sok    \ 
.  1 600  years. together  s  and  I  muft  needs  (iippofe,    i 
there  could  not  have  been  fucha  ftir  in  the  world, 
for  fo  many  Centuries  ,  about  the  Eleligion  of 
Jefns^  if  there  had  not  been  fucb  a  perfop  in  the 
dWorld.    But  in  this  I  find  the  whole  Wprld  a- 
gree^  That  there  was  fuch  a  peribn,  not  only 
ChriftianS)  but  their  greateft  Enemies,  both  Jems 
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and  Heathen,  do  confefi.  Thu  the  frofatiefl:  men 
alive  will  believe ,  as  firmly  at  lead  as  they  do,, 
that  there  were  fuch  perfoos,  as  William  the  Con- 
queror, or  Richard  the  Firfi^  Second,  Thirds  &c 
Xhis  Jefw  y  as  he  doth  aver  and  roainta'tn,  Tbu 
God  fpake  by  Mofes^zn^  the  Prophets  of  old,  Co 
he  could  not  but  be  him(elf  a  perfon  fent  from 
God  to  reform  the  World,and  to  Jet  them  know 
the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  the  Almighty,  concern- 
ing their  everlafting  happineis. 

For  I  find  he  wrought  (uch  Miracles ,  Works 
fo  exceeding  Att,  and  Nature,  that  they  were 
the  wonder,  and  confufion  of  the  Worlds  Nor 
do  I  upon  Examination  perceive ,  that  the  Jews 
deny  it  5  only  they  give  but  j  that  being  well . 
skiird  in  the  Art  oi  Magick ,  and  dealing  with 
the  Devil,  he  made  all  that  ftir  and  noife  in  the 
Wofid,  and  drew  fo  many  followers  after  him , 
which  to  aqyman  in  his  wits  feems  theiiliiefl:, 
Plea  imaginable  5  for  his  Dodrine,  Life,  Mira-- 
des ,  all  tended  to  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Devils^ 
Kingdom.  His  firft  work  was  to  forbid  Idolatry, 
and  to  pulldown  the  WoHhipof  Devils,  and  to^ 
encourage  real  Goodnefi,  and  Piety,  and  abhor- 
rency,  not  only  of  all  evil,  but  of  ali  appearance  -  r 
of  evil  3  and  i/Satan  caji  out  Satan,  he  is  divided 
again fi  bimffilfj  and  him  then  pall  his  Ki^gdoff$ 
Jiaftd^  Matth.  1x26* 

I  find  y  that  the  Art  of  Magick  in  thofe  days, 
was  in  great  requeft  with  all  the  Grandees  oft  he 
Jms^  and  they  arriv'd  to  very  great  perfeftion 
in  it    Atld  if  this  Jefis  wrought  his  Miracles 
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by  that  Art,  ^hy  could  not  tbdfe  gteik  MaXklei' 
of  Magick,  imitate  thofe  WohderftI  ¥rotks  5  fifdtf 
toinentioni  that  at  his  CruSifikioa ,  Whetl  they 
Slledg'd  all  that  Malice  or  Hell  could  fliggeft 
againfthim,  none  ofhifeAdVeifer-ies,  Whatever 
(ome  of  them  had  dtm^  before,  ikiVft  be  fbabo^ 
minably  impudent ,.  ^s  td  charge  him  with  that 
black  and  difmal  CAtht.  Indeed  his  de%n, 
words,  aftions,  behavldufj  and  deportttietit  wete 
all  fo  diredly  contrary  td  this  black,  and  Hellith 
Art,That  a  man  feetfts  to  be  ^v^n  up  td  Ae  De- 
vil, that  can  have  but  the  ki^  ihd\tAti<Mi  to  be- 
lieve it.  Nero  oertaifily  had  the  gteaieft  adVatt^ 
tag^sof  any  man  thai  ever  Uv'd  ,  fo  kno#  kht 
utmoft  reach  of  Magick  5  foif  as  hfe  extfeart  yi^ 
doufneffi  arid  Debaucliery  myehkn  theDevih 
Parling,fo  he  had  all  tfee  MsgidfMfc  id  the  wtorid 
to  teach,  an^  to  inflfruft  hktB  5  y^  Wltti  all  tfie 
tricks  and  jugg^ks  that  eidiet'  Mm  or  Devik 
culd  furnitfa  him  wkhs^ ,  I  do  n6t  find  ^  that  he 
was  able  to  Cure  a  ctft  Fkiget. 

As  gteat  an  Etteftiy  as  ^«//a»  the  A{)oftate  wad 
to  the  Chtifttan  ReligifOn  ,  ^s  itiiaoh  as  he  tinted 
and  perfecuted  it, yet  by  what  fe  retdrded  bf  Ve- 
ry faithful  Men,!  ftfe,  he  eould  not^«»y  butthte 

jfe/ijdidx)penthe  €y65<3*^f6ttie  blind  Me&,  -and 
Cured  others  that  weire  l^ame ,  and  <Kfpo3elSfed 
not  few  ,  that  were  molefted  with  evil  Spirits  5 
and  though  he  makeslight  ddlhiik  ^onders^  yet 
to  a  man  that  is  not  pofiHfed  Wftti  prejudice , 
thofe  Works  wiH  feem  GHvine^and  SupematvYbl  5 
not  but  that  Garar adb,  and  accideiital  dimiiefe 
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pf  the;  ^est  inay  be  redreflfed  by  na^tural  raeawj 
but  where  Meo  that  9re  born  blind^  areteftored 
to  tbdr  fighc  with  a  word  »  it  cannot  but  ar^qe 
a  Conimfiioa  rrom  Heavep.  Indeed  all  that  fa  w 
it^  profeflT^ 'th«y  qev«rfaw  it  od  thisfaQiioh. 
Tbere  wer«  PhiloJQphers^  and  Learned  Men,  as 
well  a9  Trad^finen  and  M^hanicksin  the  crowd 
4jf  hU  heariers  ^  who  could  tl^ey  have  found  but 
th^leaft  hs^  for  evaGon ,  they  would  certainly 
bavetDadeufciofitagainftbicn  ^  but  with  the 
exadeft  obfervatioDs  they  could  make,  they 
could  aot  fpy  the  leaft  fl)adow  of  an  impoflure , 
but  Were  forced  to  confefi ,  That  a  mignty  Pro 
pbet  was .  rifeo  up  amongft  them. 

I  cannot  readily  comprehend  ^  why  Tiherm 
0)ould  have  been  fp  food  9  to  have  this  jfc/^  af. 
bribed  into  the  number  of  the  Roman  Qods  ^  or 
why  Sevtrm  (bould  worthip  him  in  hii  Clofet 
among  bis  other  Peitiesi  01?  \yhy  Mriw  (bould 
have  purpoi'd  to  ered  Teiuples,  without  Images, 
to  Ihs  Honour,  if  they  had  not  look'd  upon  him 
m  £rale  extraordinary  perfoo,  and  had  not  been 
'  fufficiently  aflfured  of  the  toany  wonderful  works 
;he  had  done/  I  find  the  Chriftiaos  appeal  to 
thepublickA^,  and  {lecord$,  among  the  very 
Heathen,  where  many  of  the  wonderful  thin« 
that  Jefus  did,  were  de(cribed, which  they  durft 
not  have  done^  had  not  they  been  fure  that  there 
weK  fueh  poblick  Monuments,  and  thofe  things 
iQ  them* 

The  £vangelifi)s  (  wbofe  Writings  I  have  no 
nxireteafonjto  queftion,  than  I  do  the  Writings 
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o{  Tacitus^  or  Semca^  or  Cicero^  of  Lipf ,  they 
having  been  univerfally  acknowledged  eo  be 
theirs ,  and  no  Man  having  ever  been  dble  to 
Confate  their  relation,  or  to  give  any  (kisfaAory 
Argument  ^  why  they  (hould  not  be  bdieved  ) 
jhefe  Evangelifts ,  fotnepf  them  being  Eye- wit- 
neffes,  I  perceive ,  make  mention  of  fcveral  Mi- 
racles that  were  wrought  before  great  multi^ 
tqdesofPeople  5  and  certainly  Tome  judicious 
,Men  then  living  would  have  found  it. out, 
if  there  had  been  a  cheat  or  juggle  in*t :  Nay, 
i$  it  rational,  that  the  Apoftles  of  this  J^fns 
would  ,  or  durft ,  with  that  freedom,  boldneis, 
and  confidence,  have^ affirmed^  a{Terted,and  abetr 
tedj  both  his  jR^efurreftion ,  and  his  Miracles,  in 
the  very  Metropolis  of  ^ir^e^,  in  the  City  of  jfe- 
rufalem^  where  it  had  been  an  eafe  matter  to  di(^ 
cover  the  fraud,if  there  had  been  nofuchthing> 
From  all  which,  I  muft  neceffarily  condude ,  as 
Nkodemu^  John  3.  ver.  2.  Majier  we  kptnv  that 
thoH  art  a  Teacher  confefrom  God  5  for  no  man  can 
do  theje  Miracles  that  thou  doefi  ^  exi^ept  God  he 
VPtth  him. 

Indeed,  iff  will  not  put  a  Veil  over  my  face, 
and  wilfully  blind  my  felf,  I  muA  needsconclude. 
That  his  Dodrine  rouft  be  Divine  ,  whofe  Mi- 
racles were  fo ;  nor  can  1  fuppofe  it  poflible , 
that  God  would  fuffer  that  perfon,  whom  he  it^ 
trufted  with  his  own  power  of  doing  Miracles:, 
to  obtrude  upon  the  World  falfe  and  idle  Tales, 
or  unnecefl'ary  and  impertinent  Doftrines ,  and 
Injunctions.     I  capnpt  ^ncetve  ,    why  God 
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ihourd  communtcate  to  him  the  power  of  doing 
Miracles ,  except  it  be  to  conBrcn  the  Divioicy 
^nd  indifpenrable  neceflity  of  bis  Dodrriae  aod 
Precepts  ^  (b  that ,  if  the  Works  he  did  ^  had  a 
Divine  original ,  his  Dodrine  and  Comaaand^ 
tnuft  be  derived  fiom  Heaven  too»  die  it  would 
folldw  \  that  Gi3d  had  been  very  juawife  in  his 
tdioice ,  and  had  exerted  hisOmnipotent  power 
to  little  or  no  purpo(e  ,  only  to  tbake  a  (hew  to 
•the  World,  or  to  encreafetheKiogdomef  dark* 
nefs,  than  which  there  can  nothing  be  imagtn'd 
.moreabfurdy  or  incongruous.  And  though  it's 
true,  thatmoft  Religions  boafk  of  Miracles^  and 
many  things ,  which  are  cryed  up  for  IVTiracIes  , 
^re  nothing  leii,  yet  thefe  are  fo  attefted,  that  a 
naan  muft  go  againft  the  ftrongeit  Evidence^  that 
goes  to  contradid  them. 

If  I  coniider  theprc^efe  of  thisGo(pel,  I  find 
it' s  altogether  Miraculous,  not  only  becaufe  the 
Apbfllcs,  who  propagated  this  Dpdrine,  had 
the  power  of  Miracles  confer  d  on  them  by  this 
3^e^jr,which  proves  htm  to  have  been  in  the  form 
of  God,  but  becauie  in  lefs  than  200  years,  with- 
out force  or  arms,  in  defpite  of  Sword  and  Fire, 
and  thedireft  Torments,  it  fpread  over  all  the 
known  World.  That  the  Mahometan  Religion 
made  a  ftupendous  progre(s ,  after  its  firfl:  rife , 
is  not  denied  ^  but  he  that  (ball  refieft  on  the 
means  whereby  it  enlarges  its  power ,  viz.  by 
Sword  ,  and  Violence,  by  depopulating  Coun- 
tries, by  killing  and  murthering  all  that  refifted, 
will  judge  it  rofe  from  Hell>   rather  than  came 
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«}awn  from  Heaven.  But  I  find  tlic  Ooipelfpresd 
to  a  Prodigy,  only  by  innocence,  and  patience  5 
by  doiiw  good  ,  and  fufTering  evil ,  the  proper 
Arms  oftieaven.  No  force  was  pat  upOQ  men  ^ 
hdX  what  came  from  demonftration  of  the  Spirit , 
and  that  nine  Thoufand  men,  in  two  or  three 
days  time ,  (hould  be  captivated  by  it ,  is  to  me 
as  grat  a  Wonder^s  St.  Pe^'elndding  the  lame 
Man  take  up  his  Bed,  and  walk. 

I  fee,  how  in  defpite  of  all  the  Arts  and  Stra* 
tagems  the  Devil  could  invent  to  ftop  its  pro* 
grefs,  in  defpite  of  all  the  endeav(»irs  of  iH^o  , 
jy^mHim^  Trajan ,  Dtcius  ^  Diock^n^  to  root 
it  out,  it  mockkl  their  rage  and  fury.  I  find  how 
the  blood  of  Martyrs ,  that;  was  (pilt  this  day  ^ 
brought  forth  a  greater  number  of  Ganfeflbes 
the  next  5  and  multitudes  of  Cbriftians ,  that 
were  Sao'ificed  this  week  ^  were  ieconded  by  a 
greater  Army  in  a  few  days  after,  and  Men  fecm- 
ed  to  gkxy  in  being  defignd  for  death  ^  and  ier- 
ving  as  Apprentices  of  Martyrdom  h  ^  though 
iiere  and  thiere  a  MabdfmtanxasiY^jttot  bis  Bie* 
li^on,  yet  (uch  a  number  oi  Martyrs  no  Reli- 
gion can  fliew  s  and  what  can  I  think  of  fo  many 
Myriads  of  Men,  th^t  )being  o&rcd  Eafe,  Plen- 
ty ^^icheSi  Honours,  Preferments,  defpifed  them 
all,and  would  fufier  the  mpft  esquifiteTortures, 
Tortures  which  the  Executioners  themielves 
trembled  at,  and  which  made  tbe  very  heathen 
biu(b,  (fo  great  was  the  Inhumaptty)  rather  than 
d^y  thatOodrine,  which  they  had  upon  jodii- 
bitabk  Tclttmonies  received  as  Divined  What 
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CM  i  <hi^,t  %,  of  thfefeMeii,  bot  thai  they  had 
fuficiefltly  fedteb'd  kwo  the  truth  of  thts  Gofpt^ , 
Add  mtt  ttoOt  c^ert^kilf  i£\irA  ,  th^t  it  waitfae 
Wdhl ,  Bftd  Willof'Gdd  %  md  that  this  Jtji^ 
<froi!ild  moft  certainly  fulfil  \A^  prom'ifes  to  theni , 
^d  give  thete  Etertial  Life ,  if  they  couW  be 
Cdnteilt  to  tefe  their  Lives  on  Earth  for  hi$ 
Mfe  5  That  fo  many  Hundred  thoaftnd  Men  , 
many  of  thetu  leartted,  and  wife,  attdofNoHc 
bldod,  attdbgebuou^  £d*ucat)OH)  fl^oh)  throw 
away  their  lives  in  a  twfliour ,  without  very 
good  gfxydnd ,  that  what  they  believed  was  re- 
a)ly  Divide,  ^ftd  could  iw>t  but  be  fo,  is  a  tiling 
fo  iftc*edible,  that  thofe,  who  can  think  fo,  di? 
cover  th^felves  to  be  the  nioft  credulous  Dun- 
ees  to  the  World. 

I  read ,  how  in  and  about  ^^irifis  trme ,  ci* 
ther  Juift  before  his  ieonring ,  orlhortly  after  his 
dip-parting  out  of  this  Wodd ,  by  >cbHifeffioft  of 
the  Heathen  themfelves,  Qhr  Ptfr^Ajrwy,  asbit- 
*»  an  Enemy  as  ever  Chriftiamty  had  atnong 
F%itofopheri5,  adknowledges  fo  crmch)  the  Hea- 
then Oiracles ,  and  the  Voices  of  Devils  ccas'd. 
And  cafn  I  think  tlie  Devil  would  have  left  de- 
fcidwig  the  World  ,  by  his  ambiguous  Oracks ,, 
gotk  off ^  Stage  voluntarily,  and  quietly,  ex- 
cept he  bad  been  forced,  and  compelled  to  it  by 
mts  ptodigiotis  perfon  ,  whom  God  feht  tnto 
ilhe  WwlA  to  teveal  liis  Glory  -^  Certainly  it 
jSould  not  be  one  thatwas  meet  man  ,  whom 
th^fe  evil  spirits  ivould  have  vailed  and  bowed 
fo  J  Wf^bcwt  he  tiad  been  more  than  Man  y  they 
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would  have  difputed  their  pow€r,and  msuiiitaiiied^ 
their  po^effion ,  and  defended  their  univerlkl: 
Empire,  and  made  Men  know,  that  the  Arm  of 
flefh  was  a  very  incot>(iderable  Weapon  to  con- 
trolI,or  dethrone  the  Rniers  of  the  darkpefs  of  this- 
Worlds  and  (corned  to  give  fuchr  a  Ck>wardly 
Oracle,  as  he  did  to  AuguflHt  Csfar^^  Me  Pker, 
Hebr£us^  Scc.  The  Hebrew  Boy  doth  drive  me 
oQt,  and  commands  my  Silence. 

I  find  whereever  this  Gofpel  came,  the  Devil 
fled  ^way  5  this  deftroyd  his  Service,Priefts,and. 
Altars,and  the  Gates  of  Hell  could  not  withftand 
its  ^r  can  I  (ee  which  way  the  Gofpel  could 
bay^  cfieded  all  this ,  without  its  power  and 
efficacy  had  been  Divine. 

I  read  what  ftrange  alterations  it  made  upon, 
all  Peoples  tempers,  drfppfitions,  and  affed:ions, 
who  embracd  it  5  what  (faould  make  fo  manyr 
great  men,  fo  ipany  fubtil  Philofophers,  fo  ma«. 
ny  learned  Men,  (b  many  Sages,men  of  the  great* 
dX  wit,and  judgment,  and  apprehenfion,bothin 
the  Eaftern  and  Weftern  Empire,  yield  and  fub- 
mit  to  it,and  throw  away  their  vain  Philofbphi* 
cal  Learning,  and  humble  themfelves  totheCrofi 
ofChrift^  except  they  had  feen  the  ftamp  of  God 
upon  it  ?  I  find,^  that  the  greateft  Orators,  and 
Logicians,  and  the  ableft  Difputants,  that  came 
with  an  intent  to  deride  it.were  captivated,  and 
conquered  by  it ,  and  fubmitted  to  its  Laws  aikl: 
Dodrines  f  and  as  unlearned  and  unskilful  as  the 
men  were  that  defended  it  againft  their  (ubtilty, 
yet  thy  were  forced  to  yield  to  them  5  and  tQ 
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xry  out  5  That  they  were  overcome,  and  baffleid. 
The  change  it  wrought  upon  peoples  fpirits,  was  ^ 
wondrous  ftranges  the  Cbolerick,  cheEovious^ 
the  Drunkard,  the  Fornicator,  the  Adulterer,the 
Worldling ,  the  Oppreflbr ,  the  Timerous,  the  • 
PuGlanrmous,  were  on  a  fudden  transformed  into 
Love,  Meekttefs,  Sobriety,  Chaftity,  Temperance, 
Chanty  .Liberality,  Fortitude,and  Magnanimity; 
and  they  that  before  trembled  at  the  thoughts 
of  Fire,  and  Wild-beafts,  oSered  tfaemfelyes  to 
flames,  and  took  it  ill  if  they  were  put  by,  and 
deprived  of  the  Honour  of  riding  in  (vich  fiery 
Chariots  to  Heaven: 

Nay,  I  fee  at  this  day,  how  wonderfully  it 
works  on  the  Souls  of  Men  ,  makes  them  ad  a- 
.gainfl:  their  fiatural  Inclinations ,  without  any 
profpeft  of  temporal  Intereft,  go  againft  the  Bias 
:of  their  corruptions ,  and  (^Op  in  their  Carreer 
to  Hell,  which  they  were  running  to  with  moft: 
eager  appetite.  I  fee  how  it  makes  them  hate 
that  evil  company  they  formerly  delighted  in  , 
and*  fabw  infipid  it  renders  all  the  JeCb  of  their 
oki  aflbciates,  how  it  makes  ^em  love  their  E* 
nemies ,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  them,  pray 
for  them  that  perfecute  theof ,  and  defpitefully 
ufe  them  5  how  it  makes  them  live  above  (enie, 
:and  (eek  their  greatefli  fatisfadion  in  the  Ways 
and  Ordinances  of  God.  In  a  word^how  from 
Beafts  it  changes  them  into  Men  3  and  from 
Men  into  more  than  Men.  And  what  can  I 
aicribeall  this  to ,  but  to  a  Divine  Spicit ,  that 
iby  this  Golpel  fobdues  the  hearts ,  and  brings 

the 


i8z      la^mmMvo 

the.  lo&s  and  a^^ioos  of  meo  inta  oVedieoc^  to 
Cktjik  }cCm;  aod  though  th^K  bp  SL«%ioii«  m^a 

wrMff/vye(  «!tb«jr  Piety  mherqijewar^  thiain- 
wf  r^,i^  wb»t««er  (Wvt^  tbey  ijM7  piakfof  fell- 
<d«oiafs  9isd  Mofttfic^tioiv ,  thw  hfamtve  not 
,cfa90gie4  litt  the  wlvle  by  the  force  i9f  ^ir 
Do^ine$,  vhkh  yetwefeedaUy  pfsi^ifedkiour 
Chriftbn  CongregssioiV,  whereof  (mn«  dm  ghrie 
ib  good  miM:K»)ttni;  9s  DiviQ«s,t^9(  dircsPHrfe  poo- 
,pk  about:  th«tr  (pirttu^I  concerns. 

^  jkhat  CbflU.  tfike  >  fHoh  Argument)  as  tb^ 

into  ferious  Coniideration »   oity  ^a^y  >  fyusGe 

hmif\f,%h»t  in  the^  Volaa)e$iscoot*iii'd  tbo  true 
-WiU  of  God.  aiteaft,  that  thi»,  of  all  ttogs  e»- 
taot,ts  mdCl  bkdy  to  be  the  wUl  of  Ood,  ootbifig 
ifl  Natucc  bavJQ^  thote  drciHoftanoef,  «nd  cbt- 
ra^ers,  aodteiJ^imaoiwofaDivioeOngif^^as 
the  Kiika  eoatmd  in  ibeie  Boob «  we  csiH  the 
6U)|e,ha^e  i  aod  whatever  fe^mingCoetradu^ 
om  9fld  Tautologies  i^oay  be  fiauQd  tbei« ,  to  a 
coofiderftte.Mtfiic  would  appear ,  thai  »$  lang 
a«  the  la^  th«i9«  the  true  way  to  b8ppinc£  ^ 
kf^Uiped,  Ittcb  ae^f^flttl  tbiogs^  a» /re^ufiiicy^ 
of  the  fame  £KpfekQ}pns\  aad  CbtY^ia4«gk^ 
miftj^  oQtamktftd  by  the  ira/rtous  Traoierv- 
^3en,  oaybepafe'dby  witbowoffiMicsej  Tbot 
ji&aoy  thingii  wbieb  have  kfm'd  oarnxfiMices^ 
uf)oti  exMnipatioQ  of  the -Cufteonsi  nsdCv^m- 
Oancc9  ol  «be  Age ,  tbeie  Books  imtf  wtMten  in, 
hanfcbeectfcmna  no Contradi^oMl  and:  tbat 
thus  k  may  be  ui  aU  thetdi^  if  ws  .isssF  idl 
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tbofe  ways  of  fpeakit^, .  and  reckooibgt  and  iol^ 
mi»g  thiiigs^  and.alithe  Poverbial  exprcifioni 
then  in  ufe  4  That  in  the  fubftantial  thii^s  of 
tbefe  Book89d3iere  hath  been  no  alteration^Or  cor*-' 
ruptioa)  for  ib  many  Ages  toother  j  and  that 
the  fdmn  way  of wrktng,u(ied  h^e»and  repeating 
the  lanie  things  olten ,  doth  bnt  a^gue  boneft 
fimplicity )  and  want  of  gutle^ahd  unwillingnefi 
to  iQi|)ofe  upon  the  World ,  10  thofe  that  have 
written  tbefe  Books,  and  that,  ^ij^  fome.  paf* 
(ages  reooided  in  them  9  feem  tousliiperlluoiis^ 
aimoeediefi,  asthatof  J^^o^,  and  jR^^W^  and 
l^db^  yet  the  faopcd  Writer  might  have  peculiar^  \ 
Midv&y  weig^y rea(bo8;  for  it,  ind  defig^  it  as 
an  Allegory,  to  neprefenc  ibaie  other  Myftery^an 
we  lee  £t»  Paul  vmxmpt Abraham  and  Sttra^  aod 

And  as  Cbn(|deration  would  chafe  away  all 
infidelity  of  this  oaiture ,  lb  the  waotof  it,  we 
find ^  mikes  Mim  SoiS;^  and  Beatis  ^  and  talk 
agawft  tyngB  diey^omderftand  not,  aod  ewA^ 
art  things  moftficocd.,  and  full  of  reafim  and 
najeftyi  TUs  i s  it ,  makes  ^^aa  break  >efic 
xm  tkit  m^ffoix  Aey  ought  to  bow  to,  and 
fpeak  lightly  of  ^thofe  myfbccies  ^  winch  re^ 
quite    aod  chailenj^  their  greateft  venerati- 

• 

1%i»^  0^7  ,  is  i^cfibeafon ,  whidi  tnakes  the 
ftnfiKd  I4an  ^oeftion  amodier  World.  He  con^ 
iiders  myt  ^  wiaat  .a  Divine  Angelical  Spirit  is 
^wifiiinliiai,  noriiow  iiDprdb2lbleitis,*tlMt  tl»s 
i«tioaal  paa  of  himiiblf  (^a  thing  tasrtainly  di- 

ftina 


(Vitid  from  his  Body,  and  which  coofifts  not  of 
matter  capable  of  corruption  ,  andean  voluiiw 
tartly  move  ic  reliian4  think,  which  matter  can^' 
not  do  )  (faouid  peri(h  as  the  Beafts  of  the 
Fields  woBld  he  but  confider  how  this  Noti^ 
on  of  an  after-retribution  is  fpread  all  th^  fo^ 
berer  World  Over:  and  though  all  do  not.a^ 
gree  in  the  manner  of  the  Souls  furvtviiig:,  fome 
being  for  Tfanfmigratton ,  as  Pythagoras  ^  and 
the  Bracbmanes  in  the  Indks  ^  others  for  its  ad* 
ing  in  an  Airy  vehicle ,  durbg  the  ftatc  of  $ef 
paratjon ;  yet  mofl:  agree  in  this ,  whatever 
doubtful  expreffions  might  drq^  from  S9crates% 
Seneca  ,  and  others ,  that  it*s  fenfible  either  of 
God's  love,  or  heavy  difpleafure  ,  and  ic*s  oa^ 
tuK  immottal  :  And  certainly  this  Notion 
mufl:  have  a  beginning  ^  fomeihing  or  othec 
did  occaiion  it  in  Mens  minds 3  the  ufual  Plea , 
that  Politicians  did  invent  it ,  to  reftrain  Men 
from  (ecrqt  Villanies,  which  they  (awpriefenc 
PatuQimems  would  not  do,  feems  tobe  (braogen 
ly  impertinent  5  for  not  to  mention ,  that  thei^ 
was  never  any  Hiftory  in.tte  World,  that  we 
could  bear  of,  that  gave  us  an  account  of  fucb 
A  thing  ,  or  of  tlie  beginning  of  it ,  we  cannot 
fuppofe  ^  that  thcfe  Politicians.,  if  they  were 
wile  men  ,  and  expected  to  (ee  the  fruit  of  theif 
labour^ ,  would  ever  have  adventured  to  plant 
this  Notion  of  a  future  Judgment  in  Mens  xm* 
der landings,  had  not  they  either  believed,  .and 
been  perfwaded  ,  that  there  was  a.poffibilttyof 
fuch  an  after-retribution ,  .and  that  tbd nptioii 
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was  very  ()itable  and  agreeable  to  Man's  Rea«- 
fon.5  or  obferv'd  ,  that  there  was  in  moft  Men 
a  yery  great  iadinatioti  to ;beUeve  it.,  elfe  they 
imght  aswell  have  perfwaded  the  World  ,;  that 
black  is  whtte.^  or  that  it's  better  to  be  blind  \ 
than  to  fee  ^  Maxims^  which  would  have  e^pbs'd 
them  to  fcoro  :and  contempt.  And  whence 
.(lx)uld  this  futay«iiei<i  of  the  Notion  to  Man's 
reafon ,  or  that  ea(ic  cLodng .  c£  the  Soul  Wjth 
I  be  Notion  ^  or  Mens^  readin^l^ito  embrace  the 
Notion  J  upon  the  firft  heading  of  it ,  copied 
Whence  can  aU  this  he  ^  but  from  the  &anij> 
and  impreffion  the  great  Creator  hath  made  oh 
the  hearts  of  Men,  when  firft  he  gave  them  ai 
being  in  the  World  ?  nor  i^xt  we  think  fit 
mean  of  this  firft  caufe^  as  to  ffappofe,  that  he 
made  thk  Notion  fa  futable rto  the  rational^ 
Soul  of  Man ,  or  endued  the  Souls  of  Men  With 
a  proiienefi  to  entertain  it  9  without  there  hifd 
beisKD  really  fuch  af  thing ,  as  a 'future  retribiki-H' 
on  .5  elfe  it  would  follow ,  diat^tbis  Supretxie 
Being  had  given  us  *a  pronencfi^  to  believe  iar 
Lye^  or  a  thing,  whtcbbnm^  andcoTi(eqv^sp>^? 
ly  impos'd ,  and  put  a  chpat  upon  his  ^fea*' 
turcs,   which  i&  equally  abfiitdvj  abd  blaf^he- 

iSlor  could   oiclancholy  Med  be  the  firfl:^ 
Broachers  of  it  ^  as  is  pretended  by  fome  ;  fdr'> 
we  do  not  find ,  that  melancholy  fancies  do  or^ 
dinarily  fpread  fo  much.    Should  a  Melancho^^ 
lick  Man  fiincy  a  Country  ^  where  Metf  go  Kpbn 
their  heads  ^  and  write  a  very  large  Book  con- - 
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cerntng  the  Straation ,  Nature »  Temperature , 
Manners,  Cuftoois  of  ft.  Who  would  give  credtc 
to  bis  defcriptton  ^  He  that  fanfi^  m  fees  fui^h 
and  fuch  things  in  the  Air ,  or  in  his  Houjfe ,  or 
entertains  notions  that  are  out  of  the  cokniiioii 
road,  gets  but  very  few  to  imitate,  or  to  follow 
him,  or  to  think  as  he  doth.  But  rhfsbelieFof  ad 
after-retributidn  takes  po(£sffion  bf  the  greateft 
and  learnedft  Men,  nay,  the^  tnoft  airy  conftitu^ 
cions  embr^  it.  Men  of  all'  oompleiiom  and 
tempersimbibe  and  cheriibit ,  and  they  cannot 
ftand  out  againfl:  the  Notion  ^  it  appeals  (b  rea^ 
fonable;  fo  that  ftiU  we  tsuft*. have  leoourfe  to 
him  that  iirft  made  Man ,  and  made  this  Nation 
fy  agreeable*  to  Jns  reafon  %  and  this  he  wpiild 
not^  could  not  harre  done^,  iffucha  thaag  had 
tever  been  intondei  y  andthou^  Apparitiam , 
Ghofts ,  andSpedcts  are  Ikight  at  by.&me'^  as 
Dttams,  and  <>uMerie&,  "jm  that  dotti  not  cou'^ 
tcoi  the  eKperifince  of  Judicious, .  iaod  Unbyafixf 
Men  in  all  a^;  who  have  b6doiiicM, and  fpokcn 
with  thofe  bihabitantsof  die iother  World,  and 
receiv 'd  ftom^rhence  very  xireadfiii  accounts  of 

Wotikl  the  (enfbal  Wr^ch  but  ruminate  up- 
on thefe  circumftances,  the  Confideratioo  woidd 
confouaii  bis  lb{>li(b  prindptes ,'  and  cbildifh 
conclu(ia0s ;  Mtould  be  but  tak^  time  to  confi- 
der  how  hard  a  mattet  it  is  ^  toerac&ate  this 
NjXionout  of  tbemind,,  after  it  hath  oncrta- 
Iveo  root  there,  what  pains  (bme  daring  men  are 
fore  d  to  ufe,  to  lift  ^  or  e)e'£t  thb  principle  out 
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of  their  Souls  5  how  they  are  fotc'd  to  drink , 
and  fwear,  to  be  rid  of  it  5  how  they  muft  turn 
BeaflEs  ,  td  unman  themfelves ,  turri  day  into . 
night ,  and  night  into  day ,  careft  all  forts  of 
temptations,  make  themfelves  flat^es  to  their 
lufts/  court  the  vifeft  of  Mankind  ,  ifeek  out 
jovial  Society^  run  through  a  perfect  difcipline 
of  Vice,  arp afraid  to  be  alone  ,  are  ever  in 
a  hurry,  dare  not  make  ufe  of  their  reafon,  are 
forc'd  to  baniftf  all  ferious  thoughts,;  are con- 
ftrained  to  entertain  all  that's  light  and  Trbthy, 
encotirage  themfelves  in  nothing  but  fenfuali- 
*  ty,  avoid  all  fober  and  grave  difcourfcs ,  be  al- 
ways in  the  noife  of  Drums  and  Trumpets,  I 
mean  in  the  noife  of  idle  Tale^  and  t)iverti(e- 
ments  ,  diamp  all  the  checks  of  their  own  Con- 
(cieiices,  read  Plays  arid  Romances,  and  bufie 
themfelves  about  nothing  but  trifles,  things  that. 
School-boys  would  be  aftiamed  of,  and  all  this 
to  root  out  this  one  poor  Notion  of  an  After- 
Judgment;  and  yet  when  they  have  done  all 
this,  debauched  their  virtuous  principles,  rujn  d 
nature,  dethropd  their  reafon,  made  themfelves 
greater  flaves  to  the  Devil  poffibly  ^  than 
the  Devil  would  have  them  to  be,  they  cannot 
totally  bani(h  it ,  it  will  come  again  and  fright 
them  5  and  the  Notion  (licks  fo  clofe,  is  fo  ri- 
veted irr  the  Soul ;  that  neither  the  blood  of 
\  the  Grapes ,  nor  all  the  frolicks  and  merriments 
they  can  think  of ,  nor  all  the  Miftreffes  and 
Strumpets  in  the  World  ,  can  totally  blot  and 
deface  it- 
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Would  he  but  confider  all  this  ^  an  eafie  mat* 
ter  would  make  hiai  conclude  ,  if  there  be  no 
fuch  thing ,    and  nothing  but  education  pro- 
dui^  lud  caufes  thole  needlefs  apprehenOons 
of  an  After  Judgment  5   Then  why  is  it  (b  hard 
a  matter  to  eradicate  this  nothing  ?    It's  true  ^ 
Suf^i^tiori  is  as  hard  to  get  out  of  the  bones , 
as  this  Notion  ,  but  (ince  it  is  for  their  Notion 
fake  ^  that  Men  embrace  Superftition,  the  que«» 
ifioh    may    lawfully  be    ask*d.    One  would 
'^  ink ,  liFit  ftands  for  a  Cypher  only  ,  it(bould 
be  nib.  hard  matter  to  unravel  Education;    for 
2L  Vice ,  I  fee ,  though  it  become  a  (ejcond  Na- 
ture, may  be  unlearnt  by  degrees  5  but  this  No» 
t ion  of  an  After- judgment ,  though  the  Gnner 
rnay  fupprefi,  and  fmother  it  for  (bme  time,  yet 
that  it  fliould  break  out  again,    and  when  the 
Wretch  thinks  he  hath  conquered  it ,  (heuld  re- 
turn with  greater  violence,  nay,  beat  fo  much 
ftrongef  upon  the  mbd  ,    by  how  much  more  a 
Man  ftrivts  to  put  it  out ,  as^f  it  would  not  be 
denied,  and  would  have  admittance  in  defpight 
of  ail  oppofition  ,  and  mock'd  all  the  weapons 
that  Nature  aqd  the  wit  of  Man  can  ufe  againft 
i\.    This  fure  makes  it  more  thap  probable  that 
if  is  a  Plant,  which  God  himfelf  bath  planted  in 
the  Soul. 

Rhhard  the  Third  cared  for  Religion  as  lit- 
tle air  any  Man  in  the  World  could  do,  my,  his 
Murthejs,  Blpod(heds,  Wrongs,  Injuries  he  did, 
and  which  were  io  familiar  to  him  ,  (hew ,  he 

neither  Believ'd  another  World  ,    nor  dreaded 
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It  5  y6t  the  night  before  Bojhorth  Field ,  he 
dream  Vhat  all  the  Devils  in  Hell  were  gaa  wing 
and  tearingofhiiiitwhichdidnot  a  little  difcora- 
pole  hitn  when  be  awaked.  Indeed ,  (iittiihe 
HifVorian,  This  was  not  (b  inuch  a  Dream,  ds  an 
£vil  Coofcience,  -which  foreboded  in  all  reven- 
ging Arm  ,  as  (oon  as  his  Soul  (hould  enter  into 
the  Region  of  Spirits. 

Would  the  Sinner  confider  with  himfelf ,   I 
believe  there  is  a  God,  and  I  cannot  but  allow 
that  Qod  impartial  juftice.    To  deny  him  thif, 
is  to  deny  him  perfe&ion  $  and  conf^quently  to 
deny  his  Being  5  for  the  Notion  of  God  ,  im- 
plies abfolute  perfeftion  5  J  f  this  God  be  juft  , 
How  (hall  I  judge  of  his  juftice  ?    I  have  no  o* 
'ther  rule  to  go  by,  but  that  juftice  »  which  all 
Mankind  believes  to  be  juftice. .  If  God  tie 
Qur  Governour,  (as  certainly  none  hath  greater 
right  to  it,  becaule  in  him  we  live,  and  breathe, 
and  have  out  being  )  he  cannot  but  be  a  righ- 
teous Governour  5  and  how  can  he  be  a  righte- 
ous Governour  ,    without  diftributive  jfiiftice  , 
without  making  a  juft  difference  by  rewards^^ 
and  punifhments ,   between  the  obedient  and 
difobedient  .<?    And  when  I  fee  God  makes  tio 
juft  difference  in  this  life  ,  by  rewards  and  pu- 
nifliments  $  between  thofe  that  ferve  him ,  and 
thofe  that  defpife  and  contemn  his  Will ;  What 
can  I  conclude  ,  but  that  he  intends  to  make  it 
in  the  life  to  come  ,  or  after  this  life  is  ended  ? 
Which  way  he  intends  to  do  it,  though  it  is  not 
ihaterial  for  me  to  know  ,  yet  finding  my  Soul 
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.capable  of  Joy  and  miiery  here  »  of  peace  and 
iiDguiQi,  I  caneaiilyooQceive)  that  tnis>Soul  I 
carry  within  me,  m\l  be  the  principal  fubjedof 
the  joys  or  miCbries  hereaftcn  He  is  ^ou  cer- 
tainly able  to  preferv^  that  Soul,  which  he  bath 
made  capable  of  beitig  govern  d  by  snoralLawf 
and  Prjeccprs,  atid  to  be  wrought  upoji  by  Mo- 
ral perfwadons  into  obedience  to  bis  Ltiws  i  h^ 
|s  moft  certainly  able,  I  fay,  to  keep  our  Souls 
in  heiflg,  even  when  they  kave  the  Eartljly 
Tabernacle  of  their  Bodies,  audio  punifh  or  re- 
ward .them  according  tp  their,  wwksj  tbefe 
jSouls  being  the  pjriocipal  Agents  in  good  or 
evil  >•  Amd  he  that  was  able  tp  create  the  Bo- 
dy, i$  QertaiQly>hle  to  raife  it  again,  9nd  unite 
it  to  thie  Soul ,  that  fo  both  may  participate  pf 
)tbe  fame  fjite.  Nay  ,  the  neeemty  of  tfcfe  af- 
ter-rewards ajjd  puntlhtpents ,  enforce  a  necefli- 
ty ,  at  kaft «  of  God*s  pre/erving  the  Soul  fi>r 
thefe  j:ew:ar^s  and  puniihcpents  3  aiJd  what  way 
foever  God  hath  to  preferve  our  jutelleftwal 
part  after  death ,  it's  enough  to  me  ^  or  to  any 
rational  Man ,  that  according  to  the  nption  and 
'  apprehenfion  we  have  of  Juftice  ,  he  cannpt  be 
jull,  without  he  doth  preferve  it,  either  for  rer 
ward  or  puqiftinjenc. 

For ,  that  Cod  doth  not  fufBcientJy  reward 
and  puni(h  men  in  this  life  ,  daily  experience, 
gives  me  fufficient  teftipionics.  The  wi(;kedeft 
of  men  ,  are ,  very  often  ,  the  greateft  in  the 
World  i  and  thofe  that  ppprcls  Cagh  ^s  truly 
.fear  Cod  ,  fwim  in  5II  manner  pf  plenty  ,   and 
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ea(e,  and  riches,  and  boooun  And  though,  it's 
tfue,  that  fuch  Men  have  ficknefi,  and  die,  yet 
thofe  are  tUngf  conifDon  to  good  and  bad,  and 
can  be  thongm  nojuft  diiflfcrencing  retributions. 
Thofe  that  make  it  their  bufioefs  to  obierve  God'9 
Laws,kibour  to  approve  themielves  his  moftobe*^ 
dieot  Subjedt,  aod  Ms  moft  faithful  Servants , 
ordinarily  fuf&r  great  injuries,  areunjuflly  ar^ 
raign'd,condemn'd,execuied,i}ndergQ  tortures  of 
cniel  mockings,of  fcourgings,  of  bonds,  of  impri- 
fionments, witoefi  the  Saints  of  the  three  firft  Cen- 
turies,  who  with  all  their  ftridhiefi,.  and  circnm^ 
fp^Gt  walking  with  Cod,  got  nothing  vifibly,but 
gibbets,  and  gallows,  and  racks  and  wheels,  and 
ilames, '  and  tortures,  and  dungeons ;  And  their 
Accuiers,  or  Judges,  may  be,  have  all  thatbearr 
can  wiQi :  tbeir  eyes  ftand  out  with  fatnefi,  nei- 
ther are  they,  plagued  fike  other  men,  or  if  they 
be  (bmetimes  affli^d,  the  affltftion  i$  not  at  all 
anfwerable  to  the  honridnefs  of  the  crimes  they 
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, . :  How  gently  do  numy  of  thefe  Mooflers  die 
upon  iheir  bed^,  no  Lamp  expires  more  lei^ 
fuiely  than  their  breath,  while  the  other ,  that 
meditates  in  God's  Law ,  day  and  night ,  dies 
with  disgrace  and  (hame ,  or  is  mofl  barbaroufly 
murtherer'd,  and  butchered.  Can  I  look  upon 
$dl  thefe  paiT^ges  and  occurrences,  and  not  con-* 
elude  another  World  ?  I  muft  either  con- 
dlud^,  there  is.no  Governourofthe  World  J  or 
if  there  he  one ,  that  Govemour  wUl  certainly 
find  a  time,  if  not  here,  yet  hereafter,  to  maoi- 
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fed  his  Juftice ,  to  reward  the  Inoocht,-^and  to' 
punifh  tbofe  that  bid  defiaccb  to  Heaven.    It 
was  theriefore  raticmally  faid  of  Frederic^  the 
EcDperour,  hearing,  that  a  Nobleman  in  one  of 
\,  his  Provinces,  a  Man  who  had^  denied  himfelf 
"X^  nothing,  that  his  fenfual  appetite- did  craVe ,  It* 
^' ved  all  his  time ,  fo  fat  as  Nature  was  able  to 
^  bear  it ,  in  gluttony,  dr unkennels,  fornication, 
^adultery,  opprefiion,  injuftice ,. and  had  com- 
'^  mitced  ^veral  Murthers  too ,   and  had  never 
^been  tick ,  and  died  at  laft  after  Ninety  five 
years  abode  in  the  World,  of  meer  old  age,  qui- 
etly,, (bfdy,  without  any  pain,  or  difturbance^ 
That  either  there  muft  be  no  God^or  there  muft 
be  another  Worl4,  where  this  licentious  Wretch 
mud  be  puni&'d. 

Either  Man  is  a  nobler  Creature  than  a 
Beaft,  or  he  his  not  9  if  he  be  not,  what  means 
bis  R.eaibn,  his  Speech,  hi$  Power,  to  fc^prefi  his 
Mind,  and  to  examine  the  nature,  manner,  ends , 
caufes,  and  defigns  of  all  thinjgs ,  hisdominioa 
over  all  the  Beafts  of  the  Earth  ,  &c  if  hebe^ 
we  mu{]k  not  affirm  that  ofbim,  which  will  cer- 
tainly declare  him  more  miserable  than  the 
&ea(ls ,  whole  fpirits  go  downwards.  If  there 
be  no  other  World,  no  Judgment  to  come,  no 
afcerretribution  ,  Why  is  Man  poflfeifed  whh 
ihe  fear  of  it  ?  This  fear  is  a  thing  of  that  con^* 
fcquenpe ,  and  hath  fo  great  an  influence  upon 
Menslives,  that  from  that  fear,  according  as 
jCreamres  are  either  podefi'd. with  it,  or  want 
it ,  they  ipay  |u{ily  be  called  either  happy  ,  or 

milerable. 


of  coimoetattDm       193 

iiii(erable«  Beads,  I  (ee ,  are  not  capable  of 
thefefeairs,  and  confe^u^tly  cannot  be  di* 
fturb'd  "with  the  apprehenfion  of  fuch  things , 
and  therefore  muft  neceflarily  be  more  happy 
and  nobler  Creatures ,  than  Men ,  who  are  not 
pnly  capable  of  (iich  appreheofions  ,  but ,  by 
a  natufal  inftin£l:^  feed  arid  cheri(h  fuch  thoughts 
astheie. 

And  can  there  be  anything  more  abfurd, 
than  to  call  an  Ox,  or  Ucx),  or  Elephant,  a  no- 
bler Creature  than  Man  i  and  yet  this  mufl: 
neceflarily  follow,  if  there  hp  no  other  World. 
Man  would  be  the  moft  milerable  Creature  in 
the  World ,  being  fb  apt  to  be  tormented  with 
thofe  fears,  if  he  did  die  into  annihilation  :  and 
he  might  juftly  wi(h  himfcif  a  Beaft,  and  la- 
ment ,  that  God  had  put  fuch  a  clog  to  all  his 
delights  and  merriments ,  and  accufe  his  Maker 
of  Injuftice  or  Cruelty, for  frighting.or  poflefling 
him  with  feanTbf  that  which  never  was,  nor  is , 
porwillbe.' 

Such  Coiifiderations ,  and  paufing  Upon  the 
point  in  cool  blood,  would  moftr certainly  fa- 
iisfie  any  rational ,  impartial  man  ,  and  deliver 
him  from  halting  between  two  opinions  ,  and 
convince'  him  ,  that  he  doth  not  ceafe  to  be 
when  he  dies ,  that  there  is  a  jUfl  Judge,  that 
he  will  in  a  (hort  time  find  it  by  woful  expe- 
rience, if  a^  ferious  return  lo  God  prevent  it 
not ,  and  that  when  the  plly  (inner  banithes 
all  thoughts  and  contemplations  of  this  nature 
from  hb  mind  ,  he  turns  monfter ,  changeling , 
i  Devil,. 


2p4       3r|)e0^atium 

Devil ,  Day,  worie  than  Devil ,  for 

believe  a  World  to  come .,  and  tremble  f   and 

io  mecely  want  of  GodideratioQ  makes  him 

3.  The  (ame  deibd  makes  him  wonder  at 
the  malapertneis  and  impertinence  of  EMvines^ 
that  in  every  Sermon  alinoft  ,  pronoudee  Eter- 
nal flames  to  be  a  due  and  jufl:  puniflimentfof 
Temporal  fms. 

Let  the  vain  roan  but  call  his  thoughts  to* 
getber,  and  fummon  his  underftanding ,  to  take 
a  view  of  fach  Toj^cl^  as  thefe :  Why  (hoold  I 
.think  it  incongruous  to  God  s  juftice^  to  punilh 
fias  committed  here ,  with  an  etcrpity  of  pain 
and  anguiCb  ?  Hath  not  he  power  to  do  with 
Jiis  own  what'he  pieafeth  ?  May  not  be  affright 
ftubborn  finners  with  what  puntihment  he  hath 
a  mind  to  }  It  is  not  every  infirmity,  every  ac* 
cidental  errour ,  every  ignorance ,  every  little 
faalt  that  this  Eternity  of  anguiCh  is  threatned 
to,  but  a  wilful  ignorance,  cuftomary  (inning , 
AuUx>rn  difobedtence »  habitual  Rebellion. 
Had  I  a  Servant,  to  whom  I  were  as  kind 
as  to  my  own  Child ,  whom  I  had  raised  out  of 
fheduft,  and  heap'd  innumerable  favours  up- 
on ,  and  promis'd  all  my  Eftate  to »  after  fome 
lew  years  ie^vice  ^  and  (hould  that  Servant ,  in- 
ftead  of  honouring  me  ,  defpife  me,  whereever 
be  comes  ^  inftead  of  obeying  me ,  lai:^h  at  my 
re9fiinable  commands  5  inftead  of  working , 
play  his  time  away  5  inftead  of  going  to  the 
place  {  fend  hiffl  to ,  run  to  Brothdi-houiibs ,  or 

Taverns ; 


Taverns}  inftead  of  loving  me,  hate  me,  and 
^f^rcntxoe^  flight  both  my  adual  kindnedes, 
{lod  my  fiaiwemiiles»  and  aotwith(binding  my 
continual  exhortations  to  another  courie  of  life, 
oontinae  wiUally  in  the  way  he  bath  begun  , 
merely  tg  grattfie  bis  foolifb  luO:s,  and  when  he 
is  coaviijif'd  toodfibe  uoreafonablenefs  of  his 
f]oiag$,  k^WSs  It  is  ingratitude  in  the  higheft 
degree,  ai:Hl.yct  will  be  guilty  of  it  ^  and  when 
b^  migbi:4o  otberwHe,  only  out  of  malice^  and 
to  vipdicatf  bis  own  buniour,Ttfolves  againft  it  i 
What  puni(boieDt  can  there  be  too  great  for  fuch 

a  Wretch  ?      , 

Were. this  mine,  or  my  Neighbour's  cafe,  we 
fliQuId  certainly  doom  fuch  a  Monfter  to  all 
thf  torturesi  th^t  (eyerity  can  invent,  or  infli&s 
and  why  fliQ&4^  t  iMve  any  hard  thoughts  of 
Ciod,  for  punithiog  the.(kHKrs  ingratitude,  with 
eternal  pain  or  IpG,  an  ingratitude  (b  great,  all 
things  cpnGder'd  ,  that  the .  worft  returns  one 
man  can  ipake  to  another ,  cannot  fufficiently 
exprefs  the  hprf  our  and  vileneis  of  it  s  and 
though  God  ought  to  be  look'd  upon,  as  a 
being  of  infinite  love  and  benignity  to  his 
cn?atures  ^  yf  t  what  a  Monfter  doth  he  make 
himlelf ,  th^t  throws  dirt  upon  infinite  beauty , 
9nd  cxceljeqcy, 

.  God,  lor  ought  I  lee  I  in  condemning  wilful 
llnaers  to  eternal  miiery  ^  gives  them  but  their 
own  choice  :  and  if  that  dd  faying  be  true  « 
Volenti  von  fit  injuria  ^  To  him  that'i  willing  ,  can 
be  done  no  injur  J  3  God  certa'mly  canoot  be  ac- 
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cufed.of  cruelty  ,  for  he  gives  the  (hibbom  fin- 
net  but  that ,  which  be  did  deliberat^y  pitch 
upon,  andaffe&ed^  and  though  no  man  dpth 
ordinarily  chufe  puni(hment ,  much  lefi  ever-^ 
lading  calamity  foV  its  own  felf  ^  yet  as  long 
as  they  do ,  with  vehement  affedion ,  long  a£^ 
tcr  that ,  which  hath  this  ctlamity  infeparably 
annext ,  we  juftly  fuppole  that  they  agree  to 
fuffcr  the  calamity,  as  well  as  to  enjoy  the  thing, 
which  is  the  otbera  ihfeparable  coaapanion.  He 
that  is  certain ,  that  the  fmell  of'fuch  an  Herb, 
or  Flower ,  is  poiibnous,  and  wilt  kill  hitti  5  if 
not withn:anding  this  convidion,  he  will  fmell 
to  it,  its  apparent  he  makes  choice  of  his 
death  and  ruine ;  and  though  it  may  be  replied. 
That  while  the  dnnet  doth  fo ,  he  is  no  better 
than\diftraded  5  and  Who  will  puni(h  a  Mad* 
man  for  affronting  him  ?  yet  is  it  fuch  a  Mad^p 
oe(s ,  as  he  may  eafily  cure  him^lf  of ,  if  he  be 
not  unwilling  v  aad  the  madnefs  is  the  more 
inexcufable,  becaufe  Reafon  is  wilfully  turned^ 
out  of  doors ,  and  he  rather  feigns  himfelf  mad  , 
than  is  fo.  • 

There  is  not  a  finncr  ,  that  lives  under  the 
Gofpel ,  but  he  lanuft  know,  that  he  who  doth 
not  pradica^lly  believe  tBe  Gofpel,  or ,  which  is 
all  one ,  lives  in  wilful  contempt  of  the  Laws 
of  the  Gofpel ,  (ball  certainly  be  damn*d  j  for 
the  Gofpel  is  fo  full  of  thefe  threatnings ,  that 
he  that  doth  but  come  to  any  place ,  where 
this  word  of  life  is  preached  ,  if  he  be  not  deaf, 
muft  neceffarily  hear  it  5  nay  ,  if  he  will  but 
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make  the  leaft  enquiry  ,  and  fet  himfelf  to  con- 
fider  ferioufly,  whether  that  Gofpel  be  of  God 
or  no ,  he  cannot  but  find ,  that  it  is  the  Son  of 
Cod,. even  he  who  can  asfoon  lofe  his  being,  as 
tel|  a  lie  ,  that  hath  ,  with  all  the  proteftations 
iniaginable,  threatned  this  everlading  condem- 
nation  to  men ,  that  are  relblved  to  prefer  fatis- 
fzQtmn  of  their  luflts ,  before  all  his  wifeft  and 
wholeibme  Precepts. 

This  being  known  by  all^that  have  any^reafon 
or  underftanding ,  as  much  as  that  Felonj  ,  oir 
Burglar j^  is  death  by  the  Law^  if  in  defpigbt  of 
thisknowledge,  and  perfwafipn,the  hard  hearted 
Wretch  will  yeotureupon  a  Ute  of  difobedience 
and  contempt,  to  which  damnation  is  infeparably 
annext  ^  and  rather  than  leave  off,  will  make 
God  contradift  himfelf,ad  contrary  to  his  threat- 
nings ,  faliify  his  word,  as  if  he  intended  not  to 
do;  wh3t  he  faith  j  What  can  I  think,  but  that 
the  vain  man  13  in  love  with  his  owq  Eternal 
deftruftion>  . 

In  love  with  it !  So  one  wouki  think,  that 
lees  him  drive  to  everlafting  death,  as  furioufiy^ 
as  Jehh  did  to  Jezreel^  and  make  more  hade  to 
invade  tile  Gates  of  Hell ,  than  Elijah ,  for  all 
his  fiery  Charbt ,  did  ,  to  get  to  Heaven.  The 
man  that  runs  through  Swords  and  Daggers , 
breaks  down  Walls  and  Fences  ,  poifons  the 
Principles  of  Sobriety ,  Providence  hath  lodg'd 
in  his  breaft  ,  ftrangles  the  kind  fuggedions  of 
his  own  Confcience ,  cracks  the  bolts  and  bars 
of  a  virtuous  Education  ,>reeks  out  Dangers, 
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and  precipitates  himielF  into  them ,  and  with 
the  noife  of  his  riot ,  •  ftrives  to  overcome  the 
calls  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  within,  defies  all  prefetit 
convid:ions,  difregards  the  groahs  ,  add  cries  ^ 
and  tears,  and  wounds  of  a  orocificd  Saviour  , 
that  would  keep  him  from  being  uAdone ,  van- 
quilbes  God's  methods  to  catch  him  into  re- 
pentance ;  breaks  thrcngh  all  the  prohibitions 
of  the  Gofpel ,  through  Vows ,  and  promife, 
and  Sacraments,  and  moft  folemn  Erigagemeiits , 
charges  ail  the  threatmngs  of  a  jeafous  God  ^ 
and  fights  his  Way  thfotigh  Rodcs  of  oppofiti- 
ons,  and  all  to  ^t  to  Hell  and  Dankmiotr ,  fore 
makes  that  his  choice  5  and  tf  (b,  God  dothhhn 
no  injury ,  in  gifving  him  his  own  hearts  db- 
fire. 

A  Sheep  or  a  Houfe  •certaiiily  can  never 
co\inrer-balIance  the  life  of  a  Man^  Hfow  (hould 
it  >  when  Man  is  worth  more,  than  a  World , 
imd  all  things^are  put  under  his*  feet,  aH  SHeep 
and  Oxen  ,  and  the  Beafts  of  the  field  ,  the' 
Fowles  of  the  Aire,  iind  the  Fi(h  of  the  Sea,  and 
whaifoevef  pafi'es  thkmgh  the  paths  of  the 
Sea.  Yet  he  that  kno#s  he  fliall  be  banged  rf 
he  fl??al  either ,  and  wiH  ,  in  defpight  of  the  pe- 
nalty ,  venture,merely  togratifiehirlickly  fan- 
cy, juftfy  fuffier s  the  punifhtnent,  which  feems 
to  bear  no  proportion  with  the  things  he  ftole  5 
the  }uftice  of  the  puni(hment  is  ftmndted  in  the 
Malefaftors  choice.  And  fo  we  find  it  in  the  cafe 
before  us,  the  Bleffing^  and  the  Curfe  is  laid  be- 
fore the  fenfual  Man*,  ^  I^ife  and  Deatb  are  prow* 
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pofed  to  Um^he's  pttt  to  his  choice  which  ofthefe 
hel  have  ^  he  fireely  and  wilfully  chooles  E>eath, 
and  th^  Giirie^maugreall  that  God^or  his  Angels, 
or  his  Mihifters  can  (ay  to  the  contrary  5  and 
it's  but  )uft,(iftce  he  thus  fights  againft  God,  and 
feems  refolved  to  cro&  all  God's  endeavours  to 
purifie  and  turn  him ,  and  will  have  his  wrath 
and  indignation  ,  and  fcorns  his  Mercy ,  God 
(hould  let  him  have  that  Fire  and  Brimftone, 
which  is  the  portion  of  the  Sinner's  Gup ,  and 
which  he  is  (b  very  greedy  after ,  as  if  he  were 
afraid  he  (hould  never  be  fo  happy^as  to  obtain 
or  be  ma(ter  of  it. 

Indeed  ,  theitoore  I  think  of  it ,  the  more  I 
find  ,  that  it  is  not  God  fomuch  that  condemns 
him  to  eternal  mifery  ,  as  the  finner  htinfelf, 
Tfs  he  that's  thus  barbarous  to  his  own  Soul  ,* 
and  ad)i)dges  himfelf  to  that  worm  which  dies 
not.  He  kKies  that  conjumiffg  Fire^  as  if  it  were 
the  Light  MfGodts  cawiUnancty  and  feems  to  envy 
the  Devils  their  unhappine(s ,  he  doth  (b  long 
to  bea  (harer  of  it  He  fnatehes  Damnation  out 
of  the  hand^  of  God -s  Juftice ,  and  while  God 
offers  to  keep  it  from  him,makes  a  long  Arm  to 
reach  it. 

God ,  alas !  doth  what  he  can  to  (ave  him , 
bis  bowels  yearn  over  him  ,  and  nothing  woul4 
pleafi  him  more,  than  to  fee  his  penitential 
tears.  He  is  ready  ^  with  the  good  Father , 
Lh^  15.  2C.  to  run ,  and  to  have  companion 
on  bifD,  as  (boti  as  he  doth  but  rcfolve  to  leave 
the  Kingdom  of  Darknef^  3  even  that  God,  who 
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would  have  all  men  to  be  fav'd,  and  atme  to 
knowledge  of  the  truth :  he  warn  to  be  gracious^ 
and  }uflly  expefts ,  that  the  Vineyard  on  which 
he  bath  beftowed  great  cofl:  and  psdn; ,  (hould 
bring  forth  Grapes.  He  doth  not  afEid  the 
Child'ren  of  men  willingly ,  he  delights  not  in 
their  tortures,  he  dehorts  and  dilcourages  thej^ 
from  being  acceffary  to  their  owo  ruined  He 
profeOes,  that  in  all  their  afflidion  he  i;  afflided^ 
and  that  when  he  doth  afiiid  them,  it  is  becaufe 
there  is  no  likely  way  befides  to  bring  them  tQ 
a  fenfe  of  their  duty.  He  gives  them  time  and 
fpace  to  repent ,  he  carefles  theni  with  his  Hea- 
ven i  be  can  do  no  iefs  in  juftice ,  than  prepare 
a  Hell  for  the  ftubborn  ofiender^this  i$  the  only 
Way  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  his  La^  5  but 
then  he  would  have  him  (hun  that  Topbet^  and 
walk  in  the  way  that  leads  to  life,  and  promifes; 
him  to  re  Joyce  over  his  repentance,  and  to 
crown  his  (eriqus  endeavours  with  all  thats  ridi 
and  glorioifi.  All  the  Mercies,  Affii^ions, 
Jadgments.Providences  he  fends  upon  him,  are  to. 
diilWade  him  from  walking  in  the  v^^ay  todeftru-^^ 
£tion  ^  he  wooes  the  proud  Creatute  to  his 
dying  diy  ,  and  ftands  between  him  arid,  eternal 
anguith  ^  Avbile  the  Wrttch  (aucily  thrifts  the 
Eternal  Cod  away,  and  will  ftorm  the  fatal 
Gate  ^  GolI  would  bold  him,  but  he  breaks  loole 
from  him,  and  flings  himft^lf  into  the  Devils 
arms^  and  then  fure  it  is  not  God  fp  QQud)  that 
condemns  him  to  eveFladinghorrour  aad  angtti(hi« 
a^  himfeU. 
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feat  if  it  were  not  fo}  that  there  is'fueh  a  pu^' 
tiiflmient  threatned  in  the  Gofpel  ^  h  beyoqd 
difpute.All  the  Evangelifts^all  the  ApoftJes  of  our 
Lord,  and  what  is  more,  our  Lord  himfel^f^  fpeak 
ofir,  and  knowing  the  terrors  of  the  Lordj  they 
warn  evtry^Mati.  And  bis  threatnieg,  tobe  fure^ 
Jb  not  like  the  Ceremonial  Law,  which  was  but. 
a  (badbw  of  things  to  come,  and  Co  fell  of  it  felf^^ 
tfvhen  the  fubftanee  appeared.  In  this  threatmng^ 
there  are  no  Types  ^  and  therefore  we  can  lool^. 
for  no  aibolition  s  this  is  God  s  peremptory  de-^ 
termination^  this  way  he  is  unalterably  relblv'd 
to  proceed,and  mofl:  certainly  God  is  not  a  Map^r 
ihat  he  (bould  lienor  a  SoA  of  Man^that  he  (hould 
tepent )  His  Word  is  engaged  f  and  the  Honour 
of  his  Veracity  concern  d  ,  to  fee  thk  threatning^ 
execufed  ^  (hould  God  difpenfe  with  it^it  would 
follow ,  that  God  either  did  not  know  what  h6 
did ,  when  he  made  this  ^andion^  or  that  he  re-^ 
pents  of  it  as  un  juft ,  or  that  he  did  not  forefeei^ 
the  inconreniences  ^  whieh  were  like  to  enfue' 
upon  the  execution  of  this  threatning^all  whkb 
confequences  are  monftroufly  abfurd  and  un- 
reaibnable. 

The  terms  and  conditions  ^  upoA  M^\nch  Eter^* 
nal  Salvation  is  offer'd ,  are  (b  reafonable  .  and 
lb  juft,  and,  I  may  fay,  fo  eafe,  that  the  wilful 
negled  of  thein  deferres  no  k(s$  than  lo(s  of  ther 
great  Salvation,  God  piSfers :  Ealie  ibey  are,  moflf 
certainly  i  compared  v^tth  the  laborious  fervicc: 
ofthCJDeViU  €afie  to  him  that  is  experim^n^ 
tally  acquainted  with  the  love  of  God  ,  and^ 
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hath  tafted  the  fweetiliefi  of  Gommunioii^lth 
God  J  ealie  to  him  ,  that  through  long  practice 
hath  made  them  natural  to  httntelf ,  nuide  thettf 
part  of  his  tetDper,and  riveted  them  intd  bis  very 
inclinations  .*  were  the  cotiditionsOod  requires, 
in  order  taeverlafting  61i(s ,  attended  with  on* 
cooqderable  dtSkmlties)  did  God  requffe  a 
thoufand  Rivers  of  Oil,  Or  the  Sacrifice  of  our 
iirft^born ,  or  dragging  the  Cattel  upon  a  thou* 
iand  Hills  to  hts  Altar ;  did  be  require  tist&wade 
through  (linking  Ditches  full  6f  Leeches,  and  ve» 
nomous  Creatures^  as  the  Enemy  of  Mankmd  is 
Ciid  to  advife  feme  of  the  Indiofti )  did  he  en« 
joyt)  us  toiuffer  our  ^Ives  to  becru(b*d  to  death 
under  Chariot* wheels ,  as  ibme  ofthe  Efeathens 
oiUdejian  db,out  of  refpeft  to  their  Idol  jf^^^ir- 
ftatb*^  indeed  then,  to  negled  this  promised  feli- 
city ,wotild  ad  mit  of  feme  excufe,  the  difficulty  of 
the  ettteIt^rifc!  wo^ki  quilifie  theerittie,  and  the 
omiilion  be  capable  of  fome  (light  Apology. 

But  when  God  requires  oo  more  but  a  pra- 
dkal  Belief,  and  fubmiffion  to  thoTe  Rules,  H«l 
Son  CMAt  dowA  frotn  Heaven  to  teach  ui ,  the 
obfervance  whereof  advances  our  Temporal 
fcitereft  ,  ail  weH  as  bur  Spiritual  5  keeps n^  in 
health,  and  in  good  temper,  makes  us  live 
quietly  and  contentedly  ,  even  in  this  prefefit 
World,  where  the  duty  id  profit,  and  obedieoce 
brings  its  prelent  reward  with  it,  there  to  fl^bi: 
an  incorruptfWe  Cro^frn  of  Glory ,  cotmiion 
reafoo  will  tdl  us,  that  we  juftly  tefc  it.  Hp 
that  will  not  aecept  of  the  gf eateft  Treafare 
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hA.agkiftblejif  tie  ma)r  have  it  but  for  askirig ;  we 
cmrfelres  confefi  it's  pity  he  (hoeild  ever  en  joy 
it  5  and  then,  when  nothing  but  good  Manners 
are  requtred,  no  dtath,  but  that  of  our  Extrava- 
gancie$,n0  flaying  of  6ea(lft»ex€6pt  it  be  our  fuft?^ 
noo^ring;  bttttheCalves  ofdur  lips,  noSacri- 
fice  ^  bat  that 'Of  Prayer  and  Thankfgiving  and 
felf-refigiaiation  is  aH  thie  trouble,  God  ddircs  U9 
to  beat^in  order  to  etKilefs  Felicity  5  the  condi- 
tion beiAg  fo  fkcile^fo  equttablie,we  cannot,  if  we 
ou^  felves  were  to  be  the  Judges ,  but  adinow^ 
ledge^^hfit  wedeferve  never  to  poffefs  it,if  wede- 
fpi^  ot  negle6:fo  reafonable  a  condition. 

The  high  <juaKty  of  the  pef (on  offended  , 
6?ftatnly  makes  A  i^ult  tfaef  greater  5  he  that 
kilk  a  King ,  cot&mitS'  a  greater  crime ,  than  he 
that  kitts  a  PeaTant ;  and  if  the  dignity  of  the; 
per(i>n  hijured  aggravates  the  fin,  it  may  judly 
aggr^v^e  the  guitt  and  puni(hn)ent  too.  And 
therefore  tie  tnat  bath  aSronted  his  Prince  and 
S0V€rei^ ,  defervw  to  lye  in  Jayl  todgcr  thart 
be  that  nkh  wrong'd  hh  equal  or  inferior  ^  and 
cooiequendy  he  that  ofl[end9,  and  virilfulty, 
wiehdat  ne^  ^  and  mafidotifly ,  and  for  many 
years ,  and  in  defpight  of  all  the  Cpurdhip  of 
Gods  Minims  toleave  off,  offends  an  Infinite « 
Enemfil  9 1 Hoomprehenfibte  God  3  Why  (hould 
nm  the  ojfience  amo^m  to  a  demerit  of  Infinite 
dud  Etemafl  fmniflmients  ?  Certain  it  is  y  that 
t^obftinatie  fifmer  (ligbis  aa  Eternal  R.edem^ 
j^ioQ^^dhadhe  liv*dfbr  ever,  he  would,  with- 
eirt  alt  petadventure,  have  (inn  d  for  ei^er  ;  ^nd 
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fince  the  Man  that  would  have  committed  Trea- 
Ton,  is  defervedly  Executed  for  Treafon  5   why 
(hould  not  he  fufFer  Eternally,who,if  hehadlivM 
here  to  all  Eternity ,would  have  affronted  God ,. 
and  abufed  him  to  all  Eternity  ?  The  more  I  re- 
flect on  the  nature  of  fin^the  more  dreadful  it  ap- 
pean  to  mc.    Beheld  with  a  carelefi  eye,  it  ap- 
pears  to  be  only  an  infirmity  of  Nature,  a  (light 
wound  of  the  Soul,  a  fmall  crack  in  that  tranfpa- 
rent  glafs  j    But  taking  a  view  of  its  boldne(s » 
faucineG,  and  infblence,  I  find  how  it  threatens 
Heaven;  If  I  think  of  God's  Wifdom^  I  fee  how 
fin  controuls  that,  as  if  God  had  made  very  fool- 
i(h  Laws  to  govern  Mankind  by:  if  I  ruminate 
on  God's  pQwer ,  I  fee  how  fin  mocks  that^s  if 
all  his  tbreatnings  were  but  Bugbears ,  and  God 
did  threaten  more  than  he  could  periorm;If  I  eaft 
my  eye  upon  God's  Truth,  and  Veracity,  I  fee 
how  (m  would  make  him  a  Lyar,changeable,un. 
faithful,  inconflant  to  himfelf :  if  I  take  a  view 
of  his  juftice,  I  fee  how  fin  would  da(h  and  abo- 
li(h  it ;  for  in  that  it  makes  the  finner  hope  for 
impunity,  when  he  hath  affronted  his  Milker,  as 
hiuch  as  he  can  ,  what  doth  it ,  but  enervate 
God's  Righteoufnefs ,  (bake  off  God  s  Govern* 
ment,  and  prompt  the  finner  to  refift,  and  fight 
with  him,  whofe  Eyes  are  like  flames  of  Fire,  and 
whofe  Feet  are  as  Brals  glowing  in  a  Furnace  ) 
and  that  fuch  a  continual  contempt  of  the  Al* 
P^ighty  ,  ihould  jufkly ,  and  defervedly  ,  pull 
down  perpetual  torments ,  is  a  thing  not  at  all 
contrary  10  reafon  5  Nay,  for  ought  I  fee,  the 
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finner  makes  nothing  of  Eternal  damnation  while 
he  lives  here  j  thelofiof  50  or  100  /•  fhall  fright 
him  more  than  Everlafting  banilhment  from  the 
gracious  Prefibnce  of  Almighty  God,  whereby  he 
tacitly  confdTes^that  the  puniflbment  is  very  flight, 
and  inconfiderable^  and, What  wrong  doth  God 
do  him ,  in  infliding  a  puniftiment  upon  him  , 
which,  by  his  own  acknowledgment,  is  (b  trivial 
and  (b  flight,  that  he*ltooner  endure  it,  than  the 
lob  of  a  Friend  or  Relation;  nay,  many  times 
wi(hes  for  it  in  hiscommondilcourie^as  if  it  were 
fome  pleafure  to  iee  Eternal  Flames  about  his 
Ears  ?  and  though  this  may  be  called  inadver* 
tency,yetis  it  (iich  an  inadvertency,  as  will  make 
the  finner  blulh  one  day,and  clear  the  Almighty, 
who  in&iQcs  no  more  upon  him,  than  a  fieabite, 
for  it  (eems,  he  makes  no  more  of  it,  either  in  his 
thoughts,  orexpreffions.       '  . 

How  fbon  would  Confideration  oiFfuch  Ar« 
guments,  as  thefe,  undeceive  the  Worldly 
wretch,  that  talks,  he  knows  not  what,  when  he 
finds  fault  with  God's  dooming,  careleG,  wilful, 
obitinate  finners,  to  unquenchable  fire.  But , 
it'sjvant  of  Confideration  makes  his  Difcourfe 
fb  loofe ,  and  wanton.  It*s  this  makes  him 
embrace  every  little  conjefture  about  the  fliort- 
ne(s  of  Hell  torment ,  before  the  folid  argu- 
ments,  that  evince  an  Eternity  of  Gods  difplea- 
fure  againft  ftubborn  finners :  Its  this  makes 
him  prefer  a  May*be ,  before  a  Real  known 
Truth ,  and  the  Man  that  makes  fport  with 
Eternal  mifery,  (ball  be  more  acceptable  compa* 
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hy  to  him  ,  than  the  graveft,  and  inoft  jtidicioas 
Divine,  whofeR^s^fons  he  cafioot-anfMrer. 

Alas !  dfd  the  Drunkard,  when  he  comes  to 
himielfagam,  fmite  Upon  bk  Tb^and  fay,what 
have  I  done  ?  How  tkSnom  u  tim Vice  I  indulge 
myfdfm/  How  likeaBeafrddrllive?  How 
unworthy  bf  theit  Re^fon  which  the  wife  Crea^ 
tor  hath  beRowed  upon  tiie^  How  unworthy 
bf  theft  Mercies  I  diily  enjoy  ?  How  would  ma* 
ny  of  the  fdber  He&thens  have  Icomed  a  Tern-- 
ptatfon  to  fuch  a  (in?  What  a  ftrange  Creature 
would  fuch  a  Man  as  Z«^w  tbetHeathenPhitoib^ 
pher  have  taken  me  to  be,  bad  bt  ieen  ibe  (b  di(^ 
ordered,,  whotq^roveid  AfittgpfmiG^  (harply  for 
this  eKceis  ?  What  follies  and  ekcravaganciesdotb 
it  involve  cbe  in  ?  How  do  I  proftitute,  and  ex* 
poTe  my  fetf  to  the  cbntempt  and  icgra  of  Meri 
that  know  me?  How  can  I  hear  the  ApoOle 
proteft ,  that  no  drunkard  (hall  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Gdd,and  go  on !  Will  not  God  uke 
an  accouni  one  day,  and  exacK^ntf,  fabw  I  bav« 
fpent  cny  time  ,^  and  can  I  fpend  k  worfe ,  than 
by  exceeding  irrational  Creatures  In  fenfoality  > 
What  brute  but  a  Swine  would  difbrdet  it 
jfelf  9  as  I  do  my  Body^  What  can  I  plead  in 
excufe  of  fo  foul  a  Crime  >  Shall  I  plead  Na«* 
tural  Inclination)  when  nothkig  b  a  greater  di(^ 
grace  to  my  Nature  than  this  fin^  ^all  I  faf , 
I  am  tempted 'to  it ,  when  my  yielding  to  die 
Temptation  argues  the  greater  weakoefi  and 
puGIlanimity  ?  Shall  J  pretend  cuftom  ^  when 
I  cannot  look  upon  the  pifture  of  a  Druiri(«a 
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Man  without  deteftation?  and. cap  I  a6t  that 
fdly^  which  I  cannot  hot  abihor  in  Portraiture  > 
How  rkUcalous  does  even  my .  drunken  comr 
paiuoa  feem  to  me,  i£dt;herfidkne&,  oriome  Or 
ther  aGddeiit^.bath  for  a  certain  time  kept  cdc  for 
faer^  To  fee  a  creature  codow'd  with  a  Soul  ^ 
whidi  Devib  envy  ,  transfocm'd  into  a  (trange 
fpedade,  a  mad  Man  ratlin  than  a  ChriftiaD,  fais 
face  pale  y  bis  eyes  fwelVd  his  Body  reeling ,  fais 
Month  railing ,  (landring  aivi  ahufingboth  God 
and  bis  Neighbour  $  fais  refolutions  defperate , 
bis  imemioos  evil ,  his  lenfiial  appetite  lawleii^ 
and  ungons'nable  ^  bis  defires  lafcivious  andun- 
dean^bis  a&bns  difbrderly,.  &Cn  To  fee  (b  dif« 
mal  a  fightmakes  me  adnnre^  when  my  reafbn  is 
dear,  how  ttspoffitde  for  men  to  be  fo  wicked, 
and  fooltfli ,  and  yet  do  I  wilfiiUy  fall  into  that , 
;tbe  odioufoefe  whereof  moves  my  Anger ,  and 
my  Wonder  ?  How  far  greater  is  the  glory  of 
the  Recbakta^  than  of  the  Sodomitu  ?  And  had 
not  I  better  i)e  commended  with  the  abftemious 
.  Detmfibemesy  Diocks^  Pokmw^  atad  the  Cartbagi'^ 
nums  of  old ,  thaa  reproach^  with  the  loofe 
and  intemperate  Am^areou^  MeUnthton  ^  Hera* 
ciides^  TibariHSy  and  fuch  Moofteis  of  Mankind , 
who  valued  themfelves  upon  their  exceffive 
Draoghts,  and  rejoyced  ki  Drink  more  than  in 
the  moft  vertuous  qaali6cations  ?  Is  this  renoun- 
^  cingtbe  Devil  and  allhiswcx^is,  as  I  vow'dto  do 
'  in  Mptiiin  }  k  this  adorning  the  Cofpel  of  my 
Saviour,  as  my  ProfeCBon  requires  ?  If  I  fear 
not  HelUfire ,  Why  do  not  I  fear  impoveriib- 
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ing  of  my  felf  audfamily  ?  How  do  I  difpofe  niy 
felFfor  all  manner  of  fin^by  this  enormity  ?  What 
prime  is  there  that  I  am  not  fit  for ,  when  my 
^eafon  is  overwhelmed  with  Drink^  How  do  I 
embezel  the  Gifts  of  God,  when  I  abule  hbCrea?- 
tures  thus?  How  do  I  pervert  the  end  of  God  s 
bounty,  when  (  make  that  to  rutne  and  deQrby 
my  nature ,  which  was  intended  to  preferveit  } 
What  difficulty  is  there  in  leaving  lb  gro(s  a 
:vice,  which  thrjcatens  (pmuch  milchief  ai^l  mifer 
jy  }  Need  people  be  exhorted  to  provide  for 
iheir  own  fafety  ?  Need  th^y  advice  or  coiinfel 
|odo  good  to  themfelves^  ts  it  fuch  a  pleafiire 
to  make  a  Pond  of  my  Body  ?.  Is  it  fuch  a  plea- 
fure  to  be  laught  at  by  all  men  that  piaintaia 
Sobriety  }  What  jiurt  hath  God  ever  done  me , 
jthat  I  ftsould  thus  wilfully  affront  him  >  How 
ibon  might  I  vanquiCh  this(in,if  I  would  in  good 
/sarneQb  refblve  to  be  allur'd  by  my  old  Com- 
panions no  more?.  And  why  (hould  they  be 
dearer  to  pie,than  my  God,my  Soul,  and  a  good 
Conlctence?  Will  the(e  companions  (ave  me^ 
when  I  come  ^o  dye  i  Will  it  notbe  far  more 
comfortable  to  have  none  of  this  load  to  bur- 
ihen,and  opprefi  qoy  Soul  ?  What  if  God  (bould 
ftrike  me  dead  in  a  drunken  fit  ?  Doth  not  Di- 
ves\  his  calling  for  a  drop  qf  water  to  cool  his 
t)urning  Tongue,af&ight  me>  How  do  I  prepare 
for  Difeaies  by  this  Vice^  and  if  there  wef-e  no 
Hell ,  no  Judgment  to  come ,  How  fhoqld  the 
/Jifa(ters,  which  attend  this  fin ,,  difcourage  mti 
Vy  hat  if  I  (hpuld  dfop  do^a4a  fuch  a  poflurcr  ^ 


^nd  awake  in  Hell  I  Lord !  if  nieitfaer  the  Ft9goes, 
which  wiat  upop  the  offence  iii  this  Worlds  nor 
^he  terror  of  that  which  is  toco.nie)Can  diffwade 
xoe,  How  |uQly  may  <3od  pour  out  all  the  Viak 
pf his  wrachiupop  me?  How  jpftly  may  he  plunge 
me  \oto  the  KmSea  of  bis  Indignation^and  leave 
me  to  the  r^e  9nd  malice  of  that  Pevil,  whoiib 
voice  and  fuggeftions  I  do  now  obey  } 

Did  the  Sot  but  blow  thofe  fparks  of  Reafbn, 
Jbe  hath  lieft^into  fuch  conQderations  as  thele^how 
horrid,  bow  o^uf^ous  would  the  6n  appear?  but 
jwantofconfideration  makes  him  transform  the 
Image  of  Gbd>iiito  the  Image  of  a  Beaf^^and  makes 
him  drink  away  the  Poors  relief  and  his  own 
JEAate:  This  makes  him  a  Thief,  for  he  robs  the 
poor,and  fometi mes  his  pwo  Family, of  that  fufte- 
nance  and  fuppor t,he  owes  them,  as  he  is  a  Man, 
9nd  pretends  to  be  a  Chriftian  ^  this  is  it  makes 
him  laugh ,  when  he  (bou)d  wi(b  for  Rivers  of 
Tears,  and  for  a  Fountain  of  Water»  to  depbre 
the  fadneis  of  his  condition  here  ,  and  the,  more 
/dreadful  (late  of  his  Soul  hereafter. 

bid  the  Swearer  but  ferioufly  confider,  what 
»foolt(h,  weak,  fordid,  and  impertinent  thing  it 
js,  to  mingle  profanations  of  God's  Name,  with 
bis  Speeches »  be  would  foop  take  pains  to  avoid 
it ,  and  fet  a  muld  upon  himfelf ,  for  running 
Upon  the  fame  Rock  again,  Woukl  he  but  think, 
Cood  God  I  How  irrationally  do  I  aQ  I  if  I  be- 
jieve  there  is  a  God,  What  can  I  fancy  that  God 
$p  be  ?  fure  I  m\;ft  fancy  him  to  be  fuch  a  Deity 
j^  the  Beatheo  worfliipp  d,Qpe  Peaf,aqd  Pumb. 
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and  Blkid,  a  Dtky  ol*  Bi:af§  op  Sione^  that  I  am 
iecarely  play  wkhat  §  a  Deity,  that's  not  at  att 
jealous  of  his  Honour  amt  Gtpry ,  and  can  fit 
dowi>  under  eva'y  affront  that's  pot  upon  him^ 
fiiouM  the  memieft  of  my  Servants  make  ufe  of 
ay  name  in  every  trsfltng  difeourfe,  in  every 
ibotifli  ftOry ,  and  ^vt^henever  he  is  pettifh  or 
peevifli,r(houtd  take  it  veryHU  at  jus  hands  sand 
.why  (bould  I  think,  God  will  endure  that  from 
«se,  which  I  would  not  allow  in  my  Toot-Boy ,or 
Valei  tie  ehM^irf>  I  muft  cooiefs^there  is  nobait^ 
no  lemptatidn  to  this  6n  v  He  that  robs  uponthe 
high^way ,  is  tempted  by  an  apparent  priptk  5 
The  Pyrate  hath  a  rich  prize  in  his^e^The  fiiip» 
that  comes  laden  Viih  Spices  from  the^^,with 
-Silb  from  the  Levdfti^  with  precious  Druggs 
rfrom  the  Indian  U^hets  his  appetite  §  that  the 
'  CoifttOttfi  hugs  hii  Gold,  and  payes^  Adoration  to 
his  Money,  as  to  his  Saint  ^  Thsi  b$  Seholdt  tie 
ufoxr  vfhmitflAkef^Mdthe  Moon i^Mlkingin  bright^ 
'^Sy  no  marvel V  for  he  (ees  it  hath  a  kind  of 
Almighty  power ,  can  make  Foes  ffViends ,  un- 
lock Gates,  break  the  ftrongeft  Bars ,  give  him 
admiffion  into  ctH!i{iany  of  the  thigbeft  qualitf  ^ 
dv,  The  diflembler  hopes  hett^yiave^iscre* 
^dtt  and  reputation ,  and  fortune ,  by  not  (f€skr 
;  ing  what  ne  -thinks,  but  in  fwearmg,  I  can  have 
.  no  profped:  of  advantage ,  and  I  mud  only  ad 
the'  Devil ,  kyvefin  for  fins  fake  s   Foratcatkm 
and  Adultery  dd  yet  pretend  foove  pleafure,  but 
this  I  cannot  do  in  Swearing »  fhe  greateftMa* 
iters  of  pleafures,  never  reckonf  d  this  fin ,  as  an 
*  '•'  ingre* 
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ingrecRfm  «f  ^arn^l  fatisf^fiiion ,  and  thd^igli 
there  is  no  w^l  neccffi ty  fair  any  fin,  yet  for  this 
I  can  {H^tend  noneceffity  at  alH  Let  them  he  a^ 
ftfdmedi  faith  the  I^ophet,  tphicb  tran^refs  mt&- 

otacak/i^  Pf^$,^.  not  that  any  man,  whoGns^ 
hadsa^  joftcau^  for  (iQmng,  but  (bmeiiiis,  even 
in  the  Devils  judgement  men  have  no  apparent 
canfefior  thein^  for  they  (in  whhobt  temptation, 
andiiiicb  a  finis^^fwejiiiog  ^  were  a  knife  (et  to  m^ 
Throat,  wei^  my  life  in  danger,  tirere  I  todyi 
prefently  upon  theTpot ,  if  I  did  not  fwear ,  I 
might  have  fom^  eolour  of  argument-for  it  3  but 
wheti  there  u*  nothing  compek  me  to  it ,  but  my 
own  wilfulne^  I  deferve  no  pity^^noedmpaffioiif, 
if  t  God  iaftitj}  ^i*«  with  the  fevercft  Thunden. 
There  is  no  (in  thats  more  kimy  power  to  avoid 
than  this,  the  nloO:  barbarous  Heathen  can  fliun 
it,  and  ftialt  f  pi^etend  impoffibiltty  >  I  fee  it  en- 
gages me  to  very  great  unctvility, I  cannot  but  of- 
?nd  all  ^)ber  connpany  by  it,  >thcy  muft  needs  be 
uneafie  Jn  my  (bciety ,  and  to  hear  God  ^us^d  $ 
and  how  ill  I  do  wi(h  to  ray  owti  Soul,  cannot 
but  grate  upon  a  heart,thac  hath  any  fenfe  of  Re- 
lig^  m  Honefty  3  nor  do  I  fee,  that  peopfe  be* 
iieveme  any  whit  the  mwe  for  fwearing.buti  rieit- 
dermy  feirridicukius,and  make  people  think  me 
di8ioneft,perfidi6tf$^  and  treacherous,  i^dio  make 
ib  lietle  confeience  of  what  I  fay  v  how  can  any 
Man  troft  me,  that  hear^  me  abufe  the  beft,  aild 
beared  Irifrnd  I  havej  or^what  credit  can  any  Man 
give  tome,  that  fees^^me  (b  treacherous  to  God, 
50  whom  I  owe  all  Ihave  ?How  (hatl  any  man  be 

fure , 


fare  i  that  I  am  honefl: ,  that  fees  me  deal  Co  diG* 
ingeauoufly  With  him,  who  givestne  my  meat  in 
due  feafbn  ?  How  can  any  Man  believe^tbat  1  will 
be  faithful  tohim^that  cannot  be  faithful  to  him, 
who  hath  l^id  thegreateft  obligations  upon  me^ 
Have  I  no  other  way  to  prove  my  felf  a  Gentle- 
man,but  by  this  fordid  courfe  ?  Is  thisit,that  will 
bring  reputation  to  my  Family  }  .  Is  this  it,  that 
mn(k  give  me  credit  aniong  peribns  of  my  own 
rank  ?  Cannot  I  be  a  Cavalier  except  1  am  uncivil 
tomy  God  >  Muft  I  buy  thefavour  of  Men  at  (b 
dear  a  rate  }  Is  it  worth  no  lefs  than  the  difplea* 
fare  of  him,  who  fills  Heaven  and  Earth  with  bis 
prefence  >  Can  there  be  greater  ingratitudein  the 
World)  than  I  am  guilty  of  by  this  fin  ?  the  Air  I 
breathe  in,  the  Earth  [  tread  upon,  the  Ground 
which  nouri(hes  me,  the  Fire  that  warms  me,  are 
all  the  Gift  of  God  i  andjs  this  the  return  I  make, 
to  take  his  Name  in  vain,  that  fupporjts  and  main- 
tains me?  Do  (  make  nothing  of  God's  threat<» 
nings  ?  How  often  doth  he  manifeft  his  difpliea- 
fure  againd  this  fin  in  his  Word  1  and  can  I  think 
I  am  not  concerned  in  the  commination?  What 
hope  can  1  have  that  Chrift's  Blood  will  fave  me, 
when  I  fwear  it  away,and  thruft  it  from  me  with 
both  arms  ?  How  juAly  may  God  damn  me,  that 
do  fo  often  with  for  it !  and  is  there  any  thing  in 
nature  (b  barbarous  to  it  (elf,  as  I  ami  in  praying 
to  God,  as  it  were,  to  deliver  nie  up  into  the  dut-^ 
ches  of  the  Devil?  No  Devil  would  wifhhimfelf 
fo  til,  as  1  do  my  own  Soul,  and  is  there  nothing 
in  the  inhumanity  and  borrpur  of  the  dti ,  to 
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difcourage  and  terrifie  me  from  it?  Nay  I  do  here* 
by  teach  bthers  to  (in,inftrud):  thofe  that  bear  me, 
to  follow  my  example,  1  do  (bw  fin,  and  fpread 
the  Contagionsinfed  my  neighbour^give  an  ill  ex* 
ample  to  others,  apd  is  this  agreeable  to  thecba- 
radter  of  a  Chriftian  th^t  is  to  walk  in  wifdom  to- 
ward them  that  are  without,  and  to  give  no  oc- 
cafion  to  the  adverfary  to  fpeak  reproachfully.  ^ 

Did  the  Swearer  but  ruminate  on  thefe  dif- 
fuafive  arguments,  how  would  it c6ol, his cou^ 
rage !  but  negleding  that,  he  negleds  his  refto* 
rati ve,  and  fpeaks,  as  if  he  would  be  revenged  on 
his  Maker  for  giving  him  a  tongue. 

How  foon  would  the  bladder  of  Pride  break, 
did  the  proud  man  but  confider,  that  be  isduA* 
and  what  a  wretched  finful  creature  he  is,  and 
how  much  worfe  than  other  meo,and  how  much 
he  foi^ets  the  humiliation  of  the  Son  pf  Cod  , 
who  Ming  in  the  form  of  Cod  ^  thought  ir  no 
robbery  to  belequal  with  Cod  ,  but  made  him* 
ielfof  no  reputation ,  becoming  obedient  to  the 
death  of  the  Cro(s  5  how  odious  thi$  lofty  fpirit 
is  in  the  fight  of  Cod ,  how  amiable  Humility  s 
how  Cod  detefts  the  one ,  and  embraces  the  o- 
ther  5  how  pride  keeps  out  the  operations  and 
influences  of  Cod*s  Spirit ,  and  how  the  holy 
Choft  refules  to  come  and  lodge  in  that  Soul , 
which  fwells  with  vain  conceits  of  its  own 
worth  s  how  pride  keeps  him  a  ftranger  to  him- 
(elf,  how  it  makes  his  neighbour  hate  bim»  raiies 
him  enemies ,  and  makes  him  an  objed  of  con- 
tempt and  icorn }  how  all  the  gifts ,  and  bltlP 
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liflgM^  priviledges  he  en joys^dire  but  the  effe^ 
Off  God's  charity  5  how  the  ftatdy  Fabrick,  which 
h\i  ^oul  doth  attioiate^  ttiwOt  ihortly  return  tot  he 
Earth  ,  from  which  tc  was  taken  $  what  concie^ 
fbenfion  God  u(es  towards  him  $  how  God,  wha 
commands  Heaven  and  Earth ,  becomes  an  huii>^ 
bie  Suitor  to  his  Creatures ,  and  inftead  of  con^ 
fuming ,  courts  them  to  yiekl  to  bis  requiefts  s^ 
injun^ons  5  how  n^ble  and  generoifi  it  is  to 
imitate  him ,  who  is  fetcrnaUy  happy  in  hftfrfetf 
O  my  God !  can  I  k)ok  upon  theg^eat  example 
<if thy  condefcenfion,  and  fweliinto  corrtempt  of 
others !  Can  I  fee  HeaVet^  bow  toduft  and  a(hes, 
and  fupercthouflv  ^orn  him,  that  ftatidsott  eten 
ground  with  me  >  What  have  I,  that  I  have  not 
received  >  why  then  (boukl  I  boaft  ias  if  rirad  ndt 
received  it  ?  O  God !  I  fee  Thefc  content  ta  be 
bomina  (hb)e,tolie  in  a  manger, r<^  be  doathVi 
with*  i^ggs,  and  to  (ubmit  to  the  har<ieft  ^age » 
att  I  thy  ferrant^hd  do  I  rtffufe  to  tranfirribe  thy 
lowKoefi  00  my  mind ,  and  behaviour  ^  He)l  is 
the  Kingdom  of  Pnde^atid  (ball  I  bec<yme  i  fub« 
left  of  that  Etnpire  ?  fiiaB  I  make  Lkdfer  my 
Teachet?  or  (kali  thofeSjpirks ,  who  watch  my 
ruin,be  my  Tutors  .<^  Can  I  fee  toy  God  approach 
my  Soul  in  an  humUe  poftute,  dni  look  high  } 
Can  I  lee  the  bcA  of  Beings  lay  by  hisGrandeW) 
t&cpnverte  with  creatures  Infihittely  below  Wm ; 
aindbe  I6th  to  make  my  Fellow«Cbri(tia(is ,  tStat 
are  of  a  krwer  rank,my  CompaMoni?  AtasI  what 
is  it  that  I  boaft  of?  what  is  it  tliat  puffi  upiay 
mad  }  Shall  a  ckmi ,  a  vapour ,'  a  6t6f  ex  tfie 
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biicket^a  grafliopper,a  worm^grow  into  lofty ccn« 
«eits  of  hfs  Owndigdtty  >  a  wrerched  (ifiinef ,who 
bath  d^ierVed  tobeeternBlly  m4f ab}e,and  nmft 
own  it,  as  a  fingalar  charaOer  of  God  s  compaf- 
Gon,  that  be  hath  not  long  ago  affigned  oe  my 
portion  in  the  Regions  of  tormem  >  Can  a  few 
ridi  doaths  make  me  a  better  man ,  than  my 
neighbour  ?  Let  Providence  drip  us  both  naked, 
ind  will  it  not  appear  that  we  have  the  fame  fkfti 
and  Mood  about  us.  Beeaufe  t  have  more  baggi 
of  money  in  my  cofier^than  another,  am  I  tber«v 
fore  a  wi&r  man  than  bt  >  What  pitifal  ekikiiffa 
conceits  are  thefe  >  I  do  but  begmy  daily  bread 
df  G6d,and  HoiXi  a  Beggarexak,  ai)d  forget  bkfi^ 
fblf  ?  And  when  I'Carry  about  me  a  body  fubjeft 
to  a  tboufanddifeafesanddifafters  Without  nudBi^ 
ber,a  Pabridk,  which  the  Iea(^  di(brder  can  break 
and  (hatter  5  {baHfo  weak,  fo  poor,  foinconfide^ 
rable  a  thi&g ,  the  moeking-fkockof  evary  wind 
and  weaither,  diftend  its  plumes,  and  fall  in  k)ve^ 
with  its  own  beauty. 

Were  this  but  ferioufly  coc^defr'd  ,  and  bow 
in  the  Grave  all  diftindions  dk,  hew  unfit  chac 
perfeais  to  be  a  Chrifliaa ,  that  is  a  ftranger  td^ 
meeknds  and  humility,  how  thofe  that  have  dp- 
miheer'd  in  this  world,  and  trampled  upon  m^<^ 
and  have  thought  it  their  imereft  and  glory,  to 
di^nfe  thdr  equab  and  inferk)ur5,  are  now  toat* 
ing  in  the  burning  Lake  s  how  they  tfeat  wei« 
fervarits  heretofore,  do  now  teign  \l&x  IKngs 
in  Heaven ,  and  thofe  that  domineered  ovev  o^ 
tfaers  faeietofore »  do  wi(b  now ,  that  thty  were 
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in  thettftrvantscor^ditionyand  how  they  would 
I10W  be  coQteDttd  to  be  the  pooicOLjacicmtft^nd 
moft  contemptible  creatures  in  the  world ,  prp-< 
vided  that  they  might  be  but  freed  from  that  ne-^ 
yer-dying  Worm.tbat  gnaws  their  Spuls,and  bow 
(bqrtly  this  pride  and  h^u|htinefsiif  notiferiouQy 
and  timely  repented  of^  will  end  in  weeping  anci 
gnaihing  of  teeth. 

Were  but^  tbefe  things  rightly  and  fertoufly 
ponder'd,it  would  caufe  a  very  flrang^  alteration 
^  in  the  Ipfcy  cenforiou$  nian  s  defigns  and  refolu-^ 
tbns  i  bm  wbik  thefe  oblervables  are  pafled  by^ 
as  things  out  of  his  eka^ent,  no  marvel  if  he  ido-^^ 
lizes  him(elf,and,  hke  a  Hedgehq^^  wraps  bimfelf 
up  in  his  own  foft  Down,  and  turns  his  Prickles 
to  all  the  world  befides. 

Let  ihe  Soul  that's  careleis  of  God's  (ervice  ^ 
and  luke-warm  ,  neither  hoc  nor  cold,  but  try 
it ,  and  reflet  5  Lord  I  apd  is  this  a  fervicef 
fit  for  him ,  that  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
iniquity  !  Is  this  Qovenly  devotion  a  fit  prelent 
for  hia  ^  who  fearches  the  hearts  and  the  reins  > 
Should  my  Servants  (erve  me,  as  I  doGcid,  1k>w 
ill  (houid  I  refent  it  j  and  dare  1  offer  the  blind 
and  the  lame  to  God ,  which  I  would  icorn  to 
accept  of  from  my  Slaves  and  Vaflals !  I  would 
have  my  Prayers  heard,  and  an(wer'd,  but  how 
can  I  hope  they'll  pa($  for  acceptable  Sacrifices 
in  Heaven^when  they  want  the  fire  of  the  Sandu* 
ary  to  give  them  flame  (  Will  God  mind  a  Sup' 
plication ,  in  which  I  do  not  mind  his  Great* 
»eii»  Ma  jelly,  aQdHolinefs?  or  can  I  thinks 
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God  is  &^  fond  of  anfwertqg  my  requefts ,  that 
Jie  mattars not  wiih  what  frame  of  heart  I  ap- 
,piDach  his  Throne?^  Wkta  the  Primitive  Chrifti^ 
afis,  that  certainly  knew  beft,  what  was  to  be 
^done  in  ocder  to  (alvation^  as  haviog  contrerfed 
.^thjKhelDiiaples  and  Apoftles  of  our  Lord^ 
wheo  they!  cotffeccated  that  tia^e^  when  their 
fpiritS'Were  moft  lively^  to  pious  exercifes,  and 
lookd  upon  that  Religion  as  dead^  that  had 
fubt  fervency  for  its  ingredient  s  ibail  I  hope  ta 
coamoS  at .  a  cheaper  rate  ?  (s  the  King  immor- 
tal, .invifible  /bleffed  for  evermore ,  to.  be  put 
off  with  the  dhips  and  (havings  of  Devotion  } 
Shoidd  Hot  1  give  him  the  cream  and  marrov\^ 
of.  my  endeavours^  that  hath  greater  power  over 
me  than  my  Mafter,  my  Father^  or  tny  Prince  ? 
fo.  great  a  Oed,  and  6^  mean  a  Sacrifice  >  (b  in- 
finite a  majefty,  and  Co  pitiful  a  Pre(ent }  Can 
1  refle£l:  with  what  zeal  and  fervour  he  is  ado- 
red \n  theManfions  above»  and  can  I  put  him  off 
with  lee^  and  Froft  below  ?  He  makes  his  An- 
gels fpiritS)  and  his  Minifters  flames  of  fire,  flames 
indeed  I  their  love »  their  delight,  their  obedi- 
ence^ burns  bright  and  fteddy  tor  ever,  and  (hail 
not  I  learn  of  thofe  Minifters  above  to  worfhip^ 
him  00  Earths  Can  I  have  better  Tutors  >  Wha 
ib  fit  to  be  my  Schoolmafters  as  they  that  wait 
upon  the^  Almighty,  day,  and  night  ?  How  deli- 
berate, hdm  circumfpt^  am  I  in  my  addretle$ 
to  my  Ring^  and  is  not  God  a  greater  Prince 
than  be?  What  b  my  careless  devotion  but  mock- 
ing of  Gody  and  wy  drowzy  Prayer,  ](vhat  is  ic 
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but  playing  with  htm «  at  wfaofe  |«€&Qce  tfie 
Motincains  tremUe  ?  Am  not  I  afraid  of  ve& 
geance^  or  cani  think  God  wiUliiffitr  a  Wtecch, 
that  iiv€s  upon  bis  merqr^  and  makes  oo  ibetmr 
return,  go  unpontflicd?  How  jufUjriiiaf  be^d^ 
ny  me  bis  Grace  and  affiftance,  ididttiotofiledt 
it  more  earneftly  ?  How  jaSAy  tnoy  be  £iyi  IDn^ 
part  fr0m.  mt^  I  /(fiti^jhe  <mr,  9ibQi  am  ft)  ictdift 
ferent,  iK^hethtr  I  en|oy  the  light  nf  ;bb  cckin^ 
tenance  or  no  >  How  )oftly  may  he  refofe  tofac 
found  by  me,  who  (eek  him^  as  if  bis  Coiovxdc*' 
ferved  no  pains  or  trouble  ?  Stilve,'  i^i  it'mht 
for  your'  lives ,  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  G^»e^ 
&ith  the  great 'Eledeemer  of  N^m;  and.  is  this 
mking  the  KingdogcD  of  Heaven  by  £si((^  when 
I  lookupm  it  as  a  things  diat  mayibebadatanjr 
time,  xx^^ioa  2i  Lord  have  mercy  ufm m»  i  }xi\M 
wreftKng  and  ftrivingj  when  I  iofietiiany^  oat* 
ward  worldly  concern,  though  neiar/ib  &^b!t 
and  trivial ,  to  take  me  off  irbtn  handing  tbe 
great  concern  of  my  Scml  ?  Is'tUisgifvi(^*al|idi^ 
If gence  to.  make  my  Calling  and  Eiei^iot^  ftire^ 
when  lam  infinitely  ^ojore  concefned  ho«9  to 
iiecure  a  fmall  Summ  of  Money, 'tkisl am  to^ 
cune  thofe  Treafures  i;iH^ieh  fiAt  iMV  *4ap^ 
My  Cod  is  not  weary  of  iJoing  gbod^  to  nrjil 
Soul,  and  Body,  and  (baUl-be  weary  of  vlb^ 
dtence  ?  My  Savionr  wars  not  Wearjr^of  (tifier^ 
ing  lor  me,  and  (ball  I  be  weaiy  o#  adoring 
h  f  m  ?  The  holy  A  n^^k  are  not  weary  of  attend^ 
i4)g  me,  and  (baU  i  be  weaiyof  love^  andfeM^ 
denial?  Will  Cod  give  a  reward  to  tteo,  iha« 
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AMtAjtwmt^md  ftretcfaing  thetnfeW&s  in  his 
f^ioeyatd)  xnikdoiy'd  whether  they  (hall  work 
<iriioi?  A  f ewanrd  indeed  cbey  (hall  have,  but 
SjokA  Mward  as  hyfocrkes  receive ,  a  reward 
^fmm  "whicll  di^d  Lard  de&mr  ns.  And  am  I 
iaihif«fi'd^:t&Gn7  nothing  t)f  all  tbts  can  move' 
inc^-  peither  die  ^^y  ol  Ood,  nor  the  inrtrefii 
fif  my  Soul,'  iidr  all  that  can  be  (aid  again(t  my 
1/eant  of  Z«Kftli  ^vaA  fervency  cf  %int 

Ah  \  I  am  tbiriln  for  my  Tifb,  and  Cball  I  mak^ 
Adps  by  chen^ayv  or  look  about,  of  think  that 
-by  i|low  fteps  I:  am  Kke  to  fare  my  felf  from  the' 
-wratfa  «o(iame  >.  Death  haflren^  the  Divels  ha^ 
jften  comakeaippey  of  ose^/aad  ftiall  not  I  make' 
Jbafte  to^efeape  their  talons  ^  ^ 
':  Were  ckde  itofonslaid  home  b^  ierious  Con^ 
fidciratioQ)  thfey  ^oukl  rotize  t^  Soitl  ftoxh  heif 
-fladlber,  and  mikeiier  (ee,  how  dangerous  bef 
wft  is,  ^tid  hckw  dear  that  fleep  will  coft  her,  (he 
as  foifThe  ptt(ehtiQird  in,  if  ft  be  not  (uddenly* 
thipell'd  and  &a(tei*'d  ?  but  want  of  Gorilide^ 
ration  makeai  cbe  ioareIe($  iinMr  ^ncy  God  a/Be^ 
ing  vutbout  IGiiSl^  one  that liatfa  no  fetiie  of  <Ho- 
iiour,  arid  th«rt  ^siplea^  with  his  ^ndi^ency 
hx  HdijgiKXi^'  M  f#dl  as  rfaiml^:  this  is  it  makes 
inin  enteriii&i)««i9!^gro(s,  abiwd^  and  unrealbti^ 
sbhe  ctmceits:;  japnoemtng-  thbt  ^1  Wife,  molt 
fikcdletit  and  tooft  Ix)Veiy  Smng ,  defpirfe  a 
Tf^fiffe  of  tr^iib  vsaltae,  tfcattffle  on  the  Pearl 
ayf  pride /and  M^^i  ««^bat  the  he^  of  Ood's 
calling  is,  atiil:>«^baK:tiie  ridies jof  tte  ^017  of 
liiiiBberkaocbJs  b  t|ie:Saifftg/    - 

Y2    ■ 


Hi^  tMt  nnftrufts  God's  provtdeocf,  limits  tlie 
holy  One  of  IJrael  i  yet  have  I  known  fuch  ^ 
(in  blown  away,  and  turn'd  into  Ejeroick  eon- 
Hdence  in  God,  by  fuch  ferious  ratiocinartoits 
as  tbefe  ^  and  am  I  indeed  afraid  of  want,  and 
being  deftitute  of  neceffaries.  and  cottveniencieii, 
which  other  men  en)oy  !  Am  I  God's  creature, 
and  can  i  think,  God  will  take  no  tare  of  his 
creature !  He  that  feeds  the  yoong  Ravens,  will 
h^  deny  me  my  daily  bread/  He  that  g^ves  all 
Creatures  their  meat  in  due  leaibn,  will  he  (Qr^^ 
get  me ,  when  he  unlocks  hb  Univerfal  S(pre« 
houfe  /  He  that  opens  his  hand,  and  (atisfies  the 
delire  of  every  living  thing,  wUl  he  (hut  me  out 
of*  the  number  of  the  living  }  He  that  doaibeth 
Jthe  Lilies  of  the  field  ,  will  not  he  much  more 
cloath  me  }  Is  Cod  concerned  (or  the  meaneflr  of 
hts  creatures,  and  will  not  he  be  concerned  for 
the  noblefl:  work  of  the  Creation  }  Do  1  (ee,how 
the  Birds  of  the  Air  do  all  depend  upon  him,  and 
the«Sparrow  that  hath  din'd\  and  knows  not 
where  to  get  his  Supper ,  yet  cheerfully  waits 
upon  Gods  providences  and  (hall  not  I?  He 
that  provides  for  6ea(^  and  Fowls  of  the  Air, 
and  Ft(h  in  the  Sea,  will  he  (hake  off  his  care 
and  thoughts  of  me  }  How  impoffiUe  is  all  this, 
it  1  believe  God  to  be  the  great  Preferver  of 
men!  Nay,  he  that  hath  provided  for  me  hi- 
therto, why  (hould  I  mi(ira(^  he  will  not  proi- 
vide  for  me  for  the  future  }  U  his  hand  (hontnedii 
or  his  ftrength  abated  >  Is  not  be  the  fame  God 
now^  he  was  fome  yeacs  ago  ?  Is  bis  plenty  de- 
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cay*d,  or  is  GoH  at  a  lofi,  how  to  fupfdy  me 
for  the  time  to  come  i  My  unbelief  indeed  may 
make  him  hold  hts  hand,  and  binder  him,  from 
doing  any  mighty  work  for  me ,  but  what  can 
I.  fear,  if  in  the  u(e  of  lawful  means  I  throw 
my  felf  upon  him  ?  May  be,  I  get  not  what  C 
would  have,  but  if  I  get  what  he  thinks  fit  for 
me,  is  it  not  much  better  }  How  often  have  [ 
been  tn  ftraits  and  exigencies,  and  Cod  hath 
found  out  fome  way  or  other  to  deliver  me,  and 
(hall  I,  by  my  unbelief,  hinder  him  from  doing 
fucHhinother  mighty  work  for  me>  If  I  trufb 
him,  I  honour  hiin,  and  (hew  forth  his  glory  ^ 
and  to  fuch  God  cannot  but  (hew  his  falvati* 
on)  I  do  not  want  for  the  prefhit,  why  (hould 
I  believe  I  (hall  want  hereafter ,  when  1  know 
not  whether  I  (hall  live  ai  day  to  an  end  >  How 
carefol  is  God  of  mine  eafe,  when  he  would  not 
have  me  trouble  mine  head  with  anxious  cares ! 
What  do  I  get  by  my  immoderate  carkings,  but 
torment  of  mind  I  Is  it  not  much  fwceter  to  re(t 
upon  God*s  goodnefs ,  and  enjoy  content  }  I 
am  never  the  nearer  a  fupply,  when  1  have  af- 
Aided  and  vexed  my  mind ,  and  why  (hould  I 
put  my  fpirits  into  an  agony  for  nothing  ?  fs 
this  miftruftful  caring,  and  carking  a  charader 
of  Heathens ,  and  (ball  I  apoftatize  from  chri- 
ilianity  and  turn  infidel  ?  Is  this  the  temper  of 
men,  that  know  not  the  true  God ,  and  (halt* 
I  diigrace  my  Keligion ,  and  imitate  their  urt 
belie??  Had  not  I  better  rely  upon  God's  word, 
who  hath  (aid  ^  1  mU  net  kave  thee ,   nor  jor^ 
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Jffk^e^b$eyX\^ti  mak^  my  life  9  h^  upon  eaftb  | 
Wuh  al^  my  foiricitous  thou||h|Si  J  cannor  add 
pne  ,  cubit  to  my  ftaiure  ^  arhd  (b^^l  I  fpend  .(q 
much  labour  and  imduftry  i(»  vatn  >  What  nwj^ 
itbe  Spirits  above  think >  to  fe^  me  torment  oijr 
jfe!^  about  that  I  (apnot  help^/and  U>  fee  me  r^ 
Sifyphus  his  Stone»  which  whieni  l^have  broug^ 
no  fuch  a  pitch)  r4)lls  down  again,  and  renews 
n\y  pajlns  with  my  grkf  and  foiriow  !  How  mu|%* 
thiofe  iiiM;orporeal  beings  above^  pity  fuch  fruK-* 
kfs  lalx^urs !  Of  how  many  men  h^ve  I  read, 
and  heard ,  that  have  trufted  Cod  in  delUghi: 
of  aU  imprabaj)iliiies^  and  God  bath  raccoui:'<| 
and  aiSfted  them  beyond  expe^t^on  1  Bl^b 
I  R^g*  ^7*9-  gpeS'ta  Sarepta:^  m^ets  with  « 
widow  WQQian ,  gathering  fticks  in  order  iq 
kindle  ai  fiie»  aiid  to  dre&  the  lafl:  haiKlfuI  0^  ^ 
Meal ,  that  was  in  the  Barrel ,  swi  ^Im  f^w 
/dro{%  oi  Qyl^that  riQiain'd  in  the  Bpttle,  all  tha^ 
the  wretch  had  left  to  fqpport  this  iiie  of  her  (e)f 
and  (on,  foi  ic  wi}s  ii  im&  of  Faqiiqe,  and  k  was 
in  a  maoner  a  Funeral- dinner  top^  for  (he  inr 
tended  fomake  thi«:  her  laft  meal,  and  (b  ta^- 
pire,  and  givie  up  theGhoft^  l^ere  was  liqtle  tQ» 
ipare,  one  would  think  for  a  tr^i^eller,  dp^ially. 
}f^  that  had  \^n  her  aa:^im,  wfafich  is  fo  ufui^ 
with  u$,Tha(  charity  begins  at.  hijpie  y  (be  knew 
pot  the  Prophet,  wl^ther  he  cquld  do  miracJieiR' 
or  no.  In  this  great  extgiency^  aj?d  ftraite,  the 
man  of  G<>d  bids  her  dreis  the  Fk^wer  ,  afvd'* 
Pyl  (he  b^d  left,  for  h^m^  and  iftitnw^ds  take 
care  for  her  felf  and  fon«    A  ^r^e  rjenu^d;  % 
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it's  true,  ^  tclfcfaer ,  that  the  God  of  Ijri^l 
imk  ^aidy  tl»t  the  barrel  of  ni»i  filall  not 
ivafte^  But tbeie  were  words,  and  what  are 
theip  to  a  iMQgry  ftomadi  add  croakiog  bowels, 
to^'giTe  tttiri^tle  d:l  away  m  a  ftratigo- ,  and 
ftarve  her'  felf ,  and  fon  upon  a  cold  Pro(^- 
cy? 
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*  Yet  Beholdlw^fakb throws  open  all  the  flockl* 
gates  of  im^dfiibiftay  ^  flie  believes ,  and  tmfts 
tigainO:  fenle,  even  to  a  contradidion,  goes,  and 
gives  that  liifle  flte  bath  left  ,.  to  a  ftmnger, 
ana  by  h^  Fattb  forces,  as  it  were.  Heaven  in- 
to* a  mirside,  for  (he  had  no  fooner  drelTed 
the  remainder  for  the  Prophet ,  but  the  barrel 
is  fiird  again  by  Angels ,  and  (b  it  continued 
till  the  tXrd  fent  rain  upon  the  Earih.  Why 
(bould  not  I  do  as  they  have  done  ,  and  put 
it  to  the  trial?  Sure  I  am,  .1  can  Ipfe  no- 
thing bf  it.  i  will  tl^refore  be  ioduftrious  in 
dvf  IftWfut  CsAliag^  and  leave  the  fucceQ  to 
God  5  I  will  u(e  thofe  honeft  means  to  live, 
which  the  Scripture  warrants,  and  cohtmit  my 
felf  to  him,  who(e  eyes  are  over  all  his  works* 
If  he  pleafe  to  bleis  me.  Til  pratfe  him  \  if  not, 
rii  admire  bb  Sovereignty  and  ^res^nefe,  who 
is  not  bound  to  give  me  any  thing  :  jktA  left 
my  fins  fbould  ieparate  between  his  kitidnefs 
and  my  mceffities ,  and  turn  away  his  f^ 
fiom  me,  becaufel  anfwer  not  the  end  hei»a^e 
»e  for,  as'  allbtiier  creatures  (fe,  that^fiare 
tfi  his  prote&ion  and  providential  care,  I  will 
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Mtarch.agaioft  thofe  comiptibns  ivbich  do  io 
iL-afiiy  bcfet  tne ,  and  ftrive  to  jglprifie  Cod 
with  my  Soal  and  Body  s  and  their,  the  kind- 
er difpirolatioDs  of  ^is  provideoee  will  be 
mine,  and  all  things  will  work,  together  for  my 

Such  thoughts  would  drive  out  the  evil  Spi- 
rit of  miftruftflilners.  But  while  the  Enf my  ' 
meets  with  no  oppofition,  no  wonder  if  he  ^^r 
cureiy  revels  in  the  Soul ,  makes  man  a  bur? 
iben  to  him(eif»  prompts  him  fome  times,  eyea 
to  unlawful  courfes ,  and  doth  not  let  him  left, 
till  he  defperately  refolves  witb  him  in  the 
Poet, 

FkSere  (i  nequto  fafer^s)^    AcheroMts 
movebv. 

^f  Heavtu  be  deaf,  and  vnll  ua  pHj  Jbew, 
m  try,  »bat  Hell,  and  the  kUck  Hqfi  mil  da. 

Had  the  covetous  but  a  heart  to  think  with 
himfelf ,  Vain  fooltfb  man,  how  loth  am  I  to 
ponfefs  my  felf  guilty  of  this  Vice  (  How  do  I 
deceive  my  (elf  with  the  fair  names  of  fiood 
husbandry  and  frugality  ^  But  will  thefe  ddu* 
(ionsi  (land  the  fire  ?  Will  the(e  Paper*walls  be ' 
proof  agaiof^  everia(ling  burnings  ?  U  there  be 
(ucb  a  (in  as  covetoufnel^ ,  and  that  (in  (b  odii 
pus  (Q  God,  add  his  holy  Angels,  gs  Clytft  and 

ill 
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hts  Apoftles  isake  it  ^  ^nd  Co  great  an  impedi'- 
meat  to  everlafting  happindi,  as  the  Scripture 
(reprefenti  it,  it  mm  needs  be  worth  knowings 
:whether  I  am  infeded  with  this  plagqe^  efpeci* 
ally  finoe  my  bdiaviour  arid  adionsiodkasJf  I 
were.    Why  (hould  the  ApoAlc  call  this  Go, 
Jddatfy ,  but  becaufe  it  makes  men  (et  their 
aHedioDs  on  th^  World,  more  than  upoq  ibat 
Which  is  to  come.^  and  more  on  their  Riches,  E- 
ftates,  or  Incomes,  than  upon  God  and  ever* 
laftingGtory,  whereby  God  b  robb'd  of  his  Ho- 
nour, and  that  high  Efteem  and  love,  which  is 
God*s  due,  ias  he  is  God,  is  given  to  the  crea* 
tare,  which  in  God's  fight  is  lighter  than  no- 
thing, and  vanity  s  And  is  not  this  my  cafe  2^ 
jHow.b  my  Soul  fix'd  upon  this  World?  How 
cloCc  doth  my  heart  (kick  to  the  profits  and  ad* 
Vintages  it  afiords?  How  is  my  Soul  bound  up 
with  my  Corn,  and  Wine,  and  Oil  ?  How  do  I 
fancy  that  all  my  happinefi  is  gone,  when  thefe 
outward  comforts  aie  gone  I  Dkl  fin  ever  grieve 
me  a  quarter  Co  much  as  a  temporal  lo(sF  Did 
oflendii^  a  gracious  God  ever  coft  me  the 
tenth  part  of  the  tears  I  (hed,  for  being  depri-> 
ved  of  a  little  (hini^  day  >  How  hearty  is  my 
|oy  under  the  blemngs  of  God's  left  hand  7 
How  little  am  I  afieded  with  the  bleflings  of  his 
right  ?  How  far  greater  fatisfadion  doth  my 
thriving  in  the  World  give  me,  than  my  thri- 
ving in  Grace ,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  }  How  k>th  am  I  to  honour 
(Sod  with  my  fobftance/  How  unwillingly,  how 

grudgingly 
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^codgingly  do  f  part  with  any  ttnng  coqfidaKih 
•Jble,  For  Cbaritable  Ufes  ?  I  find  fiiult  mdiitbis 
4in:m  anoflther,  and  (b^l  not  L  yeprcheod  it  in 
my  felf  >  I  complain  of  my  Neighboui;  for  being 
haffd«hearced ,  and  unkind  to  people  in  diftielss 
lAnd  is  that  a  vertu^  in  me,  Which  is  vice  in  ano- 
tfae'f)>  Diimyfitis  the  Tyranr,  vrondred  at  his 
Son,  that  with  att  the  Gokl  and  Silver  he  bad  io 
his  Houfe,  he  bad  made  qo  Man  hk  Friend  v  and 
may  not  I  joftly  wonder  at  my  &1^  who  as  long 
as  I  have  fived,  have  not  made  my  felf  friend^ 
of  the  A£M»<ii<;i»  of  nnfigbceoQroe6,  that  at  my 
death,  I  may^  be  t ecetired  into  everlafting  babi* 
tations  ?  Via^  loth  am  E  to  part  with  any  of 
this  Worlds  goods  for  Gods  (ervice^  Hovr 
happy  do  i  count  my  fdf^  whto  Religion  doth 
coil  me  nothing?  How  loth  am  i  to  be  at  the 
leaft  charges  for  Heaven  >  How  doth  k  grieve 
me,  when  I  (ptnd  any  ihiog  upon  Religion  ? 
How  do  I  dote  upon  thefe  fiibhinary  vanities) 
How  far  j^veater  pkihsdql  lake  to  be  rich^  than 
to  be  happy  for  ever  i  How  can  I  difpenfe  with 
a  fin  for  profits  .lake !  How  little  of  my  defires 
and  breathidgs^  bach  God  and  a  bleeding  Savi« 
our  1  <  How  dull  am  I  under  the  mod  lively  de- 
feriptions  of  the  }oys  of  Heav^ !  How  dull  un* 
der  the  ftupendoas  o^rs  of  grace  and  mercy  I 
How  d^  under  the  yos^ok  meflage  oi  pardcn  I 
How  dull  wbeo  tempted  by  alithe  raviflni^  ar« 
gumentsof  Gods  love,  to  hwe  hitii  above  all ! 
What  means,  sy  uowiHiagners  ita  take  God  for 
ny  greateft  porrioa^  What  means  that  quicks 

nefi^ 


DC&,  fagacity » and  wif4oiiB»  when,  any  ricb^  plcru 
ty,  or  worldly  profperity  k-qoBcemed^  and  that 
(Vt^nge  dumptiilMa(&»  when  God  eouit^wd  iae^ 
]fe€<:b«s  ray  Sicml  to  ky  bokt  OQ  ecenml  Jife  > 
Are  no«  ibeler  evident  figHs  ^  that  the  world 
draws  and  actraSb?  isiy  koart  dcA  pQw^ffbl^  > 
Gq^  fe9$  tny  heart  ib  not  qpKight  with  htPb^  be 
iees  I  am  afraid  to  take  np  wkb  biini  alone  ^  he 
(c^s  bow  covetoufindS  bath  piDfief^'d  my  ,&ml, 
and  can  I  chsr'^*  this  root  9C  all  evil  in  my 
breaQ;)  and  not  tcenUe  at  tbe  danger  my  Seal 
is  in^  Am  I,  by. the  Apo(Ue&verdi&,  an  fdola^ 
fer%  and  do  I  make  ligltt  of  (b  great  9  gnslt  V  H 
110  Idokeer  miift  expe^  a  Crown  of  Qoryt 
alas  I  What  can  I  lod(  for,  bat  eternal  dark*^ 
De(&s^  Could  A^^^  throAir  hisiGoU  intso  the 
Se^  and  &y,  It  a  tx^ter  I  Siould  drown  tfaee^ 
than  that  thou  flimildfl:  undoe  laie :  And  Qiall 
t  be  a  flave  ta  m(y  Weaitfa  l^  When  I  read, 
ithat  it's  eager  for  a  Camel  to  eater  throu^ 
^e^  eye  of  a^  Needle,  than  ftur  ^  rkh  man,  whofi^s. 
t^  heart  on  bis  ridoes,  tOt enter  into  Heaven; 
am  not  I  ftighied  with  the  expreffioo?  i  (|nd 
bow  t.lds  (Id  deprives  me  of  a  hcdy  coammiomi 
wkh  God^  and  (ball  I  Ibfe  my  greateft  comfort, 
and  Tapper r,  aod^  &tisfa€l:ic»  for  it  ?  How  dotb 
thfi  QoU  become  dun  !  How  is  tbe  moftvfine^ 
Gold  changed  through  this  peitilentia)  breath  f 
The  life  and  £eiife:I  once  had  j^  fpirkoal  ob^ 
jjH&Sj  decays,  and  dwindles  away  iie^  ne,  and 
minfipidnefi  in  holy  tkii^  facceid%  my  refifb 
p£  them  pejrifbes,  and  they  becoiiie  to  me,  as  a 

curious 
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carious  difti  to  a  peHbn  of  a  corrupted  fto* 
mach  h  I  naufcate  the  very  dainties  of  my  Hea- 
venly Father ;  This  fin  is  enough  to  damp,  and 
kill  ail  the  good  feed,  God  fows  in  me  ^  If  any 
tnan  love  the  World,  the  love  of  the  Father  is 
not  in  him  ^  and  can  I  be  contented  without 
the  love  of  God  ?  If  God  be  not  my  friend^ 
What  doth  the  friendQiip  of  the  whole  World 
(ignifie  >  When  my  Soul  muft  leave  this  Taber- 
nacle, and  appear  betore  God's  Bar,  O  God,  I 
{hall  have  fo  many  Wttneifes  againft  me,  that 
I  (hail  not  know  what  to  f^y,  or  whither  to  be- 
take my  (elf  Cor  refuge  ^  the  Poor  will  accufe 
(lie,  becaufe  I  have  not  open*d  my  hand  and 
heart  to  them  ^  my  own  Conloence  will  ac- 
cufe  me,  becaufe  I  have  not  been  a  good  Stew- 
t^isd  of  the  means  God  gave  me  v  the  MiniQers 
of  God  will  accttfe  me ,  becaufe  whatever  was 
laid  out  upon  my  Pride  and  Luft;  was  thought 
too  little  ^  and  the  leaft  kindne^  I  (hew'd  ta 
thofe  that  watt  at  God*s  Altar,  too  much :  the 
Devils  will  accufe  me ,  becaufe  having  a  Soul 
fb  great,  Co  noble,  fo  pretious,  I  did  employ  it 
obtefly  in  fcraping  a  little  drofi  and  dung  to- 
gether ^  nay,  the  Lord  Jefus  will  accufe  me,  be- 
caufe his  example .  of  contentednefi ,  and  hea- 
venly-mindednefs^,  would  not  allure  me  into  imi-. 
ration  ^  God  will  accufe  me ,  becaufe  having 
furoifbt  me  with  all  the  motives  and  encourage- 
ments, imagpndble,  to  mind  Heaven  more  than 
Earth,  i  prefer*d  this  Earth  before  all  the  joys 
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of  Heaven  \  and  hovir  Ml  I  bear  up  under  all 
chisw^ght^ 

Would  the  poor  deluded  Worldling  but  let 
fucb  thoughts  fink  into  his  heart,  What  a  damp 
would  it  ftrike  on  his  ftrong  defires  after  che 
Worid,  and  how  would  it  niake  hb  immocfe* 
j*ate  love  to  thefe  fublunary  riches^  break  into 
longings  after  a  ndiler  Inheritance?  but  neg- 
ledingtbis,  he,  Scrpent-like,  feeds  on  duft,  and 
prepares  for  anxiety,  diicontcnt,  and  vexatbn  of 
ipirit,  and  for  a  miferabie  death :  like  a.  Hog, 
lies  rooting  in  the  earth,  and  buries  his  Soul  in 
a  Cheft  ofMoney  ;  defpiles  all  admonitions  to 
Charity,  and,  like  the  Smstb  s  Dc^,  can  hear  the 
hammering  and  beating  of  his  Matter,  and  en* 
(dure  the  Sparks  flying  abcmt  bis  ears,  jfvithout 
being  ftirr'd  or  concerned  at  it. 

Hypocrifie  is  a  (in,  whkh  thie  painted  Chrifti* 
an  does  not  eafily  part  withal ,  yet  woukl  he 
re0e£i,  like  a  perfon  that  hatses  to  fow  pillows 
under  his  own  elbows :  Can  I  read  Chrift*s  dif^ 
courles  againft  the  Phar'&es ,  and  not  ask  m^ 
own  heart.  Whether  the  Pharifees  temper  be  an 
emblem  of  my  complexion  ?  Can  I  remember 
that  odious^  Name  in  the  Gofpel,  and  not  refled 
on  the  Plagues^  that  are  tbreatned  them  ?  And 
do  I  know  tbofe  Piques,  «id  do  they  dart  no 
fear,  00  terror  into  my  Soul?  I  am  loth  to  be* 
lieve,  I  am  (b  bad  a  Man^  But  what  if  God,  and 
the  great  day  (bould  find  me  fo  ^  Have  I  no  felf^ 
end  in  any  Kdi^us  [>uty  ^  What  is  it  puts 
me  many  times  upon  doing  good  ?  appkiufefrom 

Men,: 


Men,  or  tbe  iowt  of  Cod  >  t^onot  I  ftf^ad 
God  s  glory  fooietimes,  when  I  aim  at  oothin^ 
i)Ut^  mtoe  omn  >  Ch  jxk  I  «iraw  ni^  to  God 
^h  my  lips,  wbul  in  my  lieMt  and  aMkvtftife*- 
tidnl  deny  bim?  Do  not  U  by  {irttendit%  tdr 
pleafeGQ^  D^^mydwytatqyNdgJsito^ 
and  wWit  T  am  iiot  fbr  Devotkufi^  hate  my  dtt>- 
ther  m  my  hearts^  1  am  hach  to  ttegled  toy 
Fraytr  >  bnt  am  ](ari  loth  to  iief^cQi.  nelieviog 
fucha  I^Hffeirer^  that jgroads  iri  Pnfen^  br  PwnSf)- 
xy}  Am  tHot  I  ibot^fbreir  jct.pisefliibg  che  leOkt 
cotoeftis  of  Relig^,  than  1  im  in  urgic^  the 
(greater?  Do nofc  f  commend  daat  in  a  td^  of 
^at  Ulan ,  wbi^h  I  can  reprshond  iit  my  mfsju 
doute)  or  meaner  i  perfbns  i  Do  not  I  reqnirii 
thofe  Duties  of  odiBr  Men  ^  Which  my  felf  am 
loth  to  pradife  >  ^Do  tibt  i  a|!pkraidVmy  felf  ibr 
my  ovi^j&ndity,  idbale  I  dpffdfe  iDtinsrs^  ^riunn  I 
4mty  not  fo  holy  te  lam^  Am  not  f  mote  ca« 
fioni  lofoiDW  otheif  Mebs  cionditiiros  than  mine 
<kwn  }  Am  not  i  tuor^  zealou^ki  publick,  tfaaii 
i  am  in  {)rivate  ? .  Am  not  1  religious  for  fibfay 
lucwViake^  D&.nte  i  make  a. gain  of  godli'- 
nal^  and  \lfe  Rtligronas  m  Cbaktocovet' my 
ikliet&i8?  Do.to|g  I.toke  Devoiion  a  Scaffold 
to  treSt  my  dwn  ctodTst  .and  f>it)&  by  ?  What  b 
hypbcnfie,  if  <ibi&>be  not  ^  rhdngh  I  oat^  liofe 
k  From  the  ^ktttf  Men»  t)an  I  conoed  it  firoM 
bim,  who  krtovkns  my.  dowti^fitfcsngv  'and  tny  np^ 
riling,  4ind tttiderftamfe  my  llMWigbis  a^ar  "off  ? 
Oao  I  remenftn^r  thefaiei  of  ]f»atti;AndiBMtbMds 

fepemias?  Can  ltaf:tfae  &n  of 
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God  caUfo  ofceO)  IVae^  woe  to  yt  hyf$crites^  and 
hug  ^the  !in  in  my  bofbui  ^  Shall  I  faarboar  « 
Same  dteie^  which  will  fting  me  into  etidlvft 
gda^ingst)f  Clttlfi»D£6^  Hov^  (horriy  wiU  ill 
Wfefedelufibosbedif&ivered  V  Before  I  am  a  &v» 
dajrs  older^  Gdd  may  fummon  me,  md  lay  opM 
att  myri  i^eceits  and  ^des  m  fldiig'tdci  ^  Tfau 
otl&er^ibsve  been  (ttv'd^y  Why  fliouid  I  tbmk 
c6clcaj[^  ?  aiud  dumgh  dse  day  of.  jfindgiaeAt*  tt 
fibt^dGtee^  yet  there  lare  Angels  t,  tbsreftr€ 
Kiglilieous  Souls  before  whom  thefe  ii]i{]ofturei 
masr  brliudopeti,  and  difoivered^  do  my  (faaiiMi 
and  finrow,  and  aftoniftaitient »  afiqod ,  as  01^' 
Sottilbaves  my  Body  fifRfefel^  Do  ( think  tt> 
blind  the  eyes  oflum,  in  whole  Book  att  uiy 
Meaibeaareiet  dowo  >  Is  the  portion  of  l^po- 
erhsfAo  difcboragemem  >.  What  Promife  in  x\lA 
Qofpel^ran  1  lay  hM  of^  dwing  this  cooditicm  > 
Thif  all  fUQ  to  the  upri^hc  ia  heart,  aod  oiii^l 
Ige*  ividiouttbere  Cordials  >  Maft  I  fee  otbdri 
nra^wisiywiili  thefe  Treafures)  while  roy  felf 
caneatpaft  notbifig^but  Cod's  curfe  and  anget> 
Muft  I  fee  Qthers  go  to  poflels  the  ProcoiiU 
Land,  While  I  nuft^^Vay  behind  in  a  Wilder- 
nefe-^;  J^ft  t  (be  others  gather  Matins ^^wA 
fted  apontbe  rich  clutters  of  C447MKr,  M/^hile  v&f 
own  Soul  muft  perlfti  for  wamof  d[iat  Bread  of 
life^  £iir^)  Wbo^JktU  abide  i^  iby  Tahet04i^'fi 
Who  fiaU  dMll  im  tb}  holy  iiUy  He  that  u^atks 
efprigbffy^  and  w&rkf  figU^onfritfi^  and  ]^e4ks  ^he 

fr$ab  in  hit  heart.  And  muft  I  have  tio  (eat  in 
yonder  Manfions  ?  no  Hbofieiti  that  Jertfjali^ 

■    *  which 
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:whiqb  is  above  ?  No  habitatioa  in  tliat:^Cify^ 
whither  the  Trihes.  go  i^,  the  Tribes  rfthe  I^d^ 
unto  the  te^imaay.of  Ifrael^  to  gm^tbMks  ttMa 
the  name  of  the  Lacd^.O  my  SouU  behold  thv 
filvanon  comes,  his  rewaidis  whhhiiii^.  aoidhis 
work  before  htm;  Arife,  (bioe»  for  thy.  light  k 
come,  and  the  ^locy  of  the  Lord  is  liftn  upon 
ihee^  Away  ,  and  bate  this  garment  ipotted 
by  the  fleQi,  Thele  ace  not. the  fpota  c^  Ood*s 
Qiildren ;  Tbefe  are  not  the  Charadlers  of  God's 
Favourites  s  Spots  they  are ,  but  of  Leopards, 
jmarb.of  Wolves  thatcome  in  (beeps  clo^tog, 
l^gns  oi  Sepulchres,  which  indeed  appear  beau^^ 
liful  ouiw^d^  but  are  within  full  of  dead  Mens 
bones,  and  full  of  unckannefi. 

Such  (erious  thoughts  would  check  Hypocti-^ 
fie  i  but  the  vain  Man  hardens  his  heart  agatnft 
them,  locks  them  outy  wilt  give  them:  no  enter-^ 
lainment ,  and  that  makes  htm  ferve.  God  to 
pieaie  the  Devil,  and  turn  Rel'^ion  into  a  mere 
fbew  and  formality^  burn  in  Words,  and  freeze 
in  Deeds  5  and,  like  that  Son  in  the  Gofpel,  fay^ 
ig^^Sir^  but  he  goes  not.  . 

From  the  Premi(&s ,  we  may  eafily  goefi 
what  to  think  of  other  finS)  viz.  that  tl^  great 
caufe  of  them,  is  want  of  Gonikleration  i  and 
therefore  the  holv  Ghoft  likens  Men  that  live 
in  any  fin,  or  indulge  thrmfelves  in  any  traof* 
greffion,  to  a  Horfe  that  ruthes  into  the  Battel,^ 
and  eonfiders  not  what  he  doth ,  ventures  a*, 
mong  Swords  and  Arrows ,  and  the  greatelk 
dangers,  without  reeoUedii^  wbae . will  te  t|t& 

ifliie 
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iflbe  ofk,  jf^r.  8.  6.  Confideration  is  the  Bri- 
dle ,  that  idiufl:  govern  our  fenfe  and  appetites 
take  that  away  ,  ^nd  the  Beaft  runs  away  with 
the  R.ide(  ^  and  baftens  him  into  a  thoufand  in^- 
coQveaieocies. 


iM 
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Of  the  zraridus  advantages  of  ferims  Confiderati' 
on  5  tl*s  that  which  makes  a  man  Majier  of  all 
Chriftian  Dnties  3  it  helps  a  man  to  improve 
fuhlunarj  Ohje&s  into  Heavenly  Contemplations* 

;  It's  the  great e^  jupport  under  affUHions  '^  dif^ 
pojis  a  man  to  he  a  worthy  Receiver  of  the 
Lords  "Supper  :  Prepares  him  for  an  Angelical 
lift  on  Earth  5  mak^s  him  prudent  and  dffcreet 
in  Secular  affairs  attdbufinejjes. 

^'^ Hough  in  the  preceding  Chapters,  we 
have  already  ,  in  a  great  tneafure ,  dif- 
cover'd  what  Men  may  hope  for  from  G>n(idera- 
tioo  ,  and  of  what  ufe  it  is  to  a  truly,  ferious  ^ 
and  Chriftian  life  ;  yet  we  muft  not  leave  fo 
rich  a  Subjed:  thus,  without  giving  an  account 
of  fome  other  podttve  advantages  5  which  do 
render  it  very  deiirable  to  a  rational  Man) 
And , 

h  h  hath  moft  certainly  a  very  great  influ- 
ence upon  all  Chriftian  Duties;  The  Celeftial 
Lumtaaries  have  not  a  gceater  influence  upon 
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the  Bddici  of  Men  y  and  Bea(b ,  and  Plants  , 
then  Cao&krat'ton  bath  upon  theie  Sptrituai 
en^wments)  whatever  qualification  Chriftor 
ht&  Apoftle)  require  y  or  recommend  ,  it*t  by 
ConGderation  of  the  excellency  and  dignity  of 
that  Duty  y  that  Men  muft  exped  to  arrive  to 

The  firft  and  creat  Commandment  is ,   Tbm 
Jhdlt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  aU  thy  heart  , 
and  with  all  thyjonl,  and  with  all  thy  mind.     But 
he  (hall  never  be  Mafter  of  this  Duty,  that  dot'h 
not  frequently  and  fertoufly  confider  the  im- 
tnenfe  aftd  (Vupendous  love  of  God  to  him  , 
and  incteed  then  I  may  hope  to  be  acquainted 
with  a  fincerc  and  cordial  love  to  God ,,  whea 
!  give  leave  to  fuch  Confiderations  as  thcfe  , 
to  impregnate  my  underftanding.    O  my  God, 
Can  I  think  of  fo  great,  (b  holy,  fo  infinite,  (b 
merciful ,    fo  munificent  a  Being ,  and  forbear 
to  be  enamoured  with  thee  .<?     Thy  greatnefs 
ovepawe*,  thy  holinefi  direfts,  thy  infinity  fup- 
portSjthy  mercy  charmes,thy  munificence  invites 
thy  poor  unworthy  Creatures  :  Whence  are  all 
my  mercies  but  from  thee/  thou  art  theSpringi 
the  Fountain  of  them  all.    What  ever  bleflings 
are  conveyed  to  me  by  the  hinds  of  Second 
Caufes  ,     they   come   originally  from   thee  , 
and  th6u  mov*ft  and  ordered  thofe  Second 
Caufes ,  to  come  in  to  my  affiftapce.    By  thee 
have  I  been  upheld  ever  fince  I  wa^  bom  ^ 
when  I  lay  in  the  ffeade*  oFnothing ,  thott  didft 
awake  me  int^  a  Being,  gaveftme  a  Rational 
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Soul ,  a  Soul  capable  of  admiring »  adoring ^ 
and  wor (hipping  thee ,  and  ever  fincc  thy  Mcr* 
cies  have  foiiow'd  me  5  and  thou  haft  been  a 
pillar  of  a  Cloud  unto  me  by  day  ,  and  a  pillar 
ol Fire  by  night  s  ^hat  parts ,  Gifts,  or  Abtli^ 
ties  I  have ,  they  are  thy  Gifts  ^  and  Chara^et9 
of  thy  Compaflion,  thou  order'ft  ray  fteps,  thou 
art  about  my  bed  ,  and  about  my  paths ,  at!<t 
doft  preserve  me  ifl  ali  my  ways  5  many  a  time 
(hould  I  have  (\:umbled,  and  fallen,  and  pertfli'd 
irrecoverably,  but  that  thou  haft  fupported  me^ 
and  given  charge  to  thy  holy  Angels  to  be  my 
Guardians  5  I  had  been  a  barren  Wilderneff^  if 
thou  badft  not  rained  (howers  of  gra<:e  Upon 
me,  and  made  me  fruitful.  I  had  brought 
forth '  nothing  but  death  if  thou  hadft  not  mi^ 
ned  upon  me.  I  had  continued  lyipginch^ 
mire ,  if  thou  hadft  not  pulled  cde  out ,  and 
muft  have  remained  in  the  horrible  pit  fbt 
ever »  if  thou  hadft  not  let  my  feet  ufon  d 
Rock;  I  had  continued  btind ,  if  thou  hadft 
not  open'd  mine  eyes  5  Deaf  to  thy  Adcftoni- 
tions ,  if  thou  hadft  not  unlcck*d  my  eart  I 
could  never  have  rifen ,  if  thou  hadft  not  lent 
me  thy  helping  hand  y  I  muft  have  (unk,  if  thou 
hadft  not  fupported  me ,  and  periOi^d ,  if  thou 
hadHk  not  guided ,  and  direded  me.  I  had 
ccHnmitted  greater  fim,  if  thy  reftraining  power 
had  not  kept  me ,  and  what  could  have  hin« 
dred  me  from  running  with  others  into  exce£r 
ofriot »  if  thou  hadft  not  removed  the  fnares » 
wbidi  were  laid  for  me  ^  to  catch  ine  into  ra* 
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ine*    It  is  thy  doing ,  that  I  have  not  done  (b. 
That  I  have  abftained  from  thefe  evils ,  thy 
^{liftance  is  the  c^ufe  ^  and  that  I  have  believ- 
ed thee  9  I  am  beholding  to  thy  Mercy.    O  my 
bod!,  how  often  have  I  defery'd  thine  anger  ^ 
and  yet  in  the  midft  of  thy  wrath  thou  thirdieft 
ijpon  Mercy.    What  judgments  might'ft.noc 
thou  h^ve  infliftcd  on  me  for  my  wilful  fins  ^ 
but  thou  bad  lent  none  as  yet,  and  all  to  mag- 
pifie  thy  Mercy,    Every  morning  thy  Mercies 
are  renewed  uppn  me,    and  with  the  Natural, 
there  rijfes  upon  me  the  Sup  of  Righteoufnels  , 
with  healing  under  his  wings.    Thou  profper'ft 
IDy  endeavours  9  givefl:  fuccefs  to  9II  my  lawful 
iindertakings ,    thou  preferveft  me  from  thofe 
difaflers  which  befall  other  men.    How  wifely 
doft  thou  order  my  affairs }    How  often  doft 
thou  bring  light  out  of  darkneis,   and  turnefl: 
sly  a^dlbn  into  the  greated  joy  }    How  won- 
derful are  thy  Providences  to  roe  and  min?  } 
'How  often  have  I    fear'd  fuch  an    accident 
would  be  my^^  mine  ,    and  God  hath  turn'd  it 
into  the  greateft  good  }    How  wifely  haft  thou 
many  times  deni d  me  temporal  mercies,   be- 
;Caufe  thou  hadfi  a  mind  to  enrich  me  with  fpi- 
ritual  Bleffings.  in  Heaveoly  places  ^  ^  What 
Friends ,  what  Benefadors  hafl  thou  rais'dme  ^ 
How  miraculoufly  haft  thou  turn*d  the  hearts 
of  men  fome  times  into  mercy  and  eompaifi- 
on  for  my  good  /     How  ojften  l^ft  thou  heard 
my  Prayer,  and  granted  me  the  requeft  pf  my 
Jipv  j?  When  I  have  been  in  theereateft  ftrait^» 
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How  h»ft  thou  (hewn  me  a  way  to  efcape  ?  How 
ftraogeljr  haft  thou  wh'eeVd  things  about  for 
my  deliverance  .<?  How  haft  thou  alhr'd  me  by 
the  various  tokens  of  thy  love,  to  love  thee  l?et* 
ter  than  the  World)?.  How  great  hath  becd 
thy  care  of  my  temporal  concerns,  but  how,  far 
greater  thy  care  of  the  concerns  of  my  Soul  ? 
How  ftrong  have  been  the  conviftions  thou  haft 
vouchftfed  me  i?  How  great  the  light  thou  haft 
imparted  to  me  }  How  bright  that  knowledge 
thou  haft  revealed  to,  me  /  How  oumerous 
the  checks  of  my  own  Confcience  Which  thou 
haft  fent  me  ?  How  frequent  the  morions  of 
thy  Spirit,  thou  haft  ftxed  into  my  Soul  >  How 
often  haft  thou  reafond  the  cafe ,  and  expoftu- 
lated  with  me,  and  ,  as  the  Angel  did  to  Baia- 
<>«r,  ftood  in  a  narrow  way,  where  t  here  was  no 
^turning  ,  geifher  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left ; 
and  all  becaufe  thou  would'ft  not  have  me 
ftand  out  any  longer  againft  thy  moft  gracious 
ofiers  of  Salvation?  How  haft  thou  adjured 
roe  by  the  bowels  of  Jefiis ,  by  the  wounds  and 
agonies  of  the  Son  of  God,  todieurifofin,  and 
to  live  unto  righteonfnefs?  How  ftrange.ihath 
been  thy  condeicenHon  ,  and  doth  not  all  this 
deferve  my  love  }  Is  not  here  enough  to  warm 
my  affedions  towards  thee  ?  Falfe  ,  ftubborn 
heart !  What  canft  thou  plead  for  thy  averfe- 
nefi  from  God  ,  after  (uch  a  profped  of  his  fa- 
vours }  Notwithftanding  my  long  contempt  of 
thefe  loving  kindheffes  of  the  Lord  ,  I  am  yet 
alive,  and  on  this  iide  Hell !    How  .may  I  fta»d 
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amazed  at  this  prodigious  long  fufFeric^  c^ay 
God!  Had  any  man  (hewn  mebtit  the  ten 
thou(andth  part  of  that  love  ,  which  God  hath 
manifefted  tome,  how  (hould  I  love  him  f  how 
(honld  I  adore  his  name  1  how  (hould  I  (tudy 
to  plea(e  him !  what  pains  (hould  I  take  to  ma- 
nife(l  my  gratitude  /  how  (hould  I  revere  bis 
memory  !  how  (hould'  I  fpeak  of  bis  favours  / 
how  (k)uld  1  praife  his  munificence !  How 
(hould  I  employ  my  Rhetorick^  and  ranfack  my 
Poetry,  ftudy  Eloquence,  fpeak  by  my  Eyes,  my 
po{ture ,  my  gc(l:ures ,  to  make  him  underhand 
my  affedion  /  Can  man  s  kindnefies  be  fo  pre- 
valent, and  (hall  not  the  goodnels  of  God  fire 
my  Soul  into  a  pradical  love  to  his  Namep' 
Can  I  do  lefs  than  love  him,  to  whom  I  owe  all  I 
have  ^  To  love  him  is  my  happineis »  my  inte- 
reft,  my  greateft  felidty:  Omy(^od,  (hall(^ 
love  a  little  (hining  day ,  a  little  dv& »  a  little 
earthy  and  not  love  thee,  who  art  worth  more 
than  ten  thoufand  Worlds  ?  Shall  I  love  Fa- 
ther  and  Mother ,  and  not  love  thee ,  who  hafl: 
been  better  to  me  than  my  Parents ,  and  when 
my  Father  and  Mother  have  forfakcn  me ,  baft 
taken  me  up,  and  with  everbfting  kindnefs  vi* 
fited  me  /  Shall  I  love  my  Friend,  and  (ball  not 
I  love  thee  my  Joy  ,  my  Treafure ,  my  hiding- 
{^ce  ^  But  how  can  1  love  thee ,  except  I  keep 
thy  Commandments  ^  How  can  I  be  thy 
Friend,  except  I  do  whatfoever  thou  commaod- 
e(]:  me  ?  Shall  I  love  thee  in  words  only,  who 
baft  loved  me  in  deeds }    Shall  I  Hatter  thee 
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with  mf  Itpi^  and  hate  t&ee  m  tOf  hedrt  i  Sh^ll 
I   (  ^ud^-Uks  )    ki(s  thee ,   and  becniy  tbee  i^ 
Iov6.tbe€ )   aild  love  my  fin$ «    which  afe  thy 
great^ft encmite^^  Did  (bat  love  thee  as  I  don 
dear  Friend  i   how  eafie  would  ail  thy  Rreaepts 
i^em  ?    How  little  reafoo  (hodd  I  have  to  iO&K" 
plani  of  the  cedldafnefs  of  thy  yoke  i?    What 
gieat )    what;  noUe ,   what  generous  -adiohis 
would  thy  love: put  me  upon/    Should  I  pfe^ 
tend  to  love  tny  Prince,  and  ai&ont  his  Law  , 
how  foon  Wbuld  my  love  ht  wrcufed  of  a  Wt} 
How  can  I  be  (aid  to  lova  thee,  while  I  hate  to 
conform  my  felf  to  thy  will  and  f^ealiire^  How. 
vain  will  my  love  appear  iil  the  laft  day ,  if  it 
hath  been  a  ftranger  to  obedience  here  ?  '  The 
Angels  love  thee «  and  they  have  no  other  way 
to  demoaftrate  their  love  ^  but  by  running  at 
hy  commands  ?    The  hdy  fire  burns  id  their 
reaft »  and  makes  them  fly  to  execute  thy  or- 
ders.   Do  I  hope  to  be  like  unto  the  Angels  of 
Cod  hereafter ,  and  {hall  not  I  take  pattern  by 
their  obediential  love ,  while  I  fojourn  here  ! 
O  my  Gpd  ^    thou  art  the  proper  object  of  my 
love  J   I  rob  thee  of  thy  Honour,  and  commie 
Sacrilege,  if  I  love  any  thing  here  below  bet- 
ter than  thee«    I  am  married  to  ihee,and  I  mufl: 
love  nothing  above  thee.     When  no  eye  pitied 
mty  to  have  €0mp4Jfion  upon  me ,  vphen  I  wai  cafi 
ini0  the  dpen  field  ^  to  the  loathing  of  my  perfin^ 
Ezek.  16.5,6, 7 1  8-    tboudidjipafsbyme^  and 
faweji  me  poJ/nted  in  my  Blood ,  andjaidft  unto 
mefphen  I  voasJm  my  Bloody   live^    thondidji 
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cauje  me  to  ffidtifly  as  the  bud  ofthefaid^  and 
when  it  was  the  time  of  Ltfve^  thou  didji  fpnad 
thy  skirt  over  me ,  oftd  covtredfi  my  mak§dnefs  , 
andfipareji  tmto  me^    and  tnt¥edji  into  a  Cove* 
nant  mtb  me^and  1  became  thine ;  and,  Shall  my 
Soul  be  married  to  fo  great  a  Prince,  and  play 
the  Harlot  ?  O  my  Lord ,  Haft  thou  united  me 
fo  dofe  unto  thee  ,  and ,  Shall  I  defile  my  felf , 
by  ferting  my  love  on  trifles  ?    It  hath  gone 
aftray  too  long ,  it  hath  wandred  up  und  down 
?nd  found  no  reft ,  and  (ball  it  lofe  it  ielf  for 
ever  ,   and  like  a  Mole  run  blindly  from  one 
bury  to.  another  >  What  Man ,  What  Devil  can 
hurt  me ,   while  I  love  thee ,  without  whofe 
command  no  creature  dares  ftir  or  move  >  What 
(hbuld  di(courage  me  from  loving  thee,  when  I 
have  all  the  Promifes  of  the  Bible  to  g^ompt  me 
to  it  ?    If  I  lofe  any  thing  in  thi^  World  by  Iqik 
ving  thee,  Haft  not  thou  Treafures  enough  tSr  i 
recompcnce  my  loffes  .<?    If  Men  defpife  me  for 
loving  thee ,   haft  not  thou  Honour  and  Glo^y 
enough  to  prownme  withal  ?  If  I  do  not  thrive 
in  outward  Riches,by  loving  thee,haft  not  thou 
who  art  rich  in  Mercy.a  pearl  of  price  to  b^ftow 
upon  me, when  this  life  is  ended)  Til  truft  ihee, 
O  ray  God,  and  when  my  Lufts  invite  me  to  aft 
like  a  Beaft,ril  obey  thee,and  ft  rive  to  be  pcrfeft 
^^  thou  aYt  perfeft  z  when  Men  entice  me  to  fin , 
ril  hearken  to  thee ,   and  venture  the  difgrace 
or  injury  they  can  inflift  upon  me  5    when  the 
World  tempts  me  to  be  carelefe  of  my  Salvati- 
on )  {11  follow  thee ,  aqd  work  out  my  Salva- 
tion, 


tkoa ,  with  fear  and  with  trembliog.  -  Thus  I'll 
XQanifeft  to  the  World ,  that  thou  art  dearer  to 
m^,  than  aU  that's  great,  or  rich,  or  glorious  in 
thie  World.  O  that  I  were  drunk  with  lave/ 
O  that  all  my  faculties  were  filled  with  love  / 
Othat  I  could  love  thee,  till  I  fainted  away 
for  love !  O  that  my  mind  were  (b  intent  upon 
thee  ,  that  I  could  relifla  nothing  but  thy  love  I 
O  that  my  Soul  did  overflow  with  lovef  O 
that  this  ftream  might  rife  above  it's  banks!  O 
that  it  might  know  no  bounds !  O  that  I  were 
fo  fwallow'd  up  of  divine  love  ,  that  I  could  not 
tell ,  whether  I  were  in  the  body  or  out  of  the 
body !  O  that  the  contemplation  of  Gods  love 
were  fo  fweet  to  me,  that  all  other  objeds  might 
be  gall ,  and  bitterneis  to  me !  O  that  I  were 
able  to  go  out  of  my  felf  into  the  vaft  light  of 

4 he  love  of  God  !  O  that  I  had  more  of  this 
ich  Wine !  O  that  the;  King  would  lead  me  in^ 
to  his  WineXeliar  !  6  that  my  Soul  did  thirft 
more  after  hita  !  O  that  this  dew  of  Heaven 
might  fall  on  my  fleece^  day  and  night !  O  that 
the  love  of  God  might  totally  conquer  me !  O 
that  every  thought  of  mine  might  breathe  no- 
thing but  loue  f  O  that  it  were  my  meat  ancl 
drink  to  love  thee !  This  is  perfeft  Angels  food. 
Meatus  for  the  btOy^  and  the  belly  for  meats'^  God 
Jhatt  dejiroy  both  it ,  and  them ,  but  thkfood  lajis 
for  ever. 

Delight  in  God^  is  a  Duty  as  neceffary  as  the 
former,bnt  how  is  it  poffible  I  (hbuld  gveir  arrive 
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to  it  1,  without  I  fammon  my  Soul;  by  (yopfir 
deration,  to  take  a  view  of  the  Glory  arul  Beau-r 
ty  which  fparkla  in  that  amiable  Being  j  I  (hall 
quickly  feel  my  Heart  in  anothct  temper  ,  thao 
ordinarily  I  do ,  If  I  befpeak  it  in  fuch  language 
as  this  9  Delight  in  God  /  O  my  Soul  can(^  tboa 
name  that  charming  Name  of  God,  acid  feel  no 
joy^o  gladnefs  in  thy  AKTedions?  Is  God  fodull 
an  ob)ed:that  it  cannot  ftir,  or  rouze  thee  from 
thy  Lethargy  ^  Where  doll:  thou  fee  a  more  love- 
ly Being  ?    (iirvey  the  World ,  Where  is  there 
(o  ravi(bing  an  objed  ?    Can  there  be  a  love- 
lier Being,than  hCifrom  whom  whatever  is  beau- 
tiful in  Men  or  Angels,  flows?   How  beauti- 
ful muft  he  be ,  to  whom  all  thefe  inferior  Beau- 
ties owe  their  Being  ?  If  the  dreams  be  fo  love- 
ly »  What  muft  the  water  in  the  Fountain  be  ? 
Alas !  What  is  the  Sun ,  but  a  dark  Lanthoro. 
in  comparifon  of  God  ^    What  is  ^W  the  Ifgnl 
our  Eyes  behold,  but  a  ru(b  Candle  to  htm  that 
is  the  Father  of  Lights?  Ttuly  the  light  is  fme^t^ 
and  a  pleafcmt  thing  it  is  for  the  eyes  to  behold 
i^eSun^  Eccl.  ii.  /•    Indeed,  whatever  is  rich, 
and  to  be  admired  in  objeds ,   would  (ignifie 
nothing  to  us  without  light  5   and  ,    ifcreated 
light  be  fo  delightful ,  O  God ,  How  amiable 
mufl:  thou  be  ,   who  dwellefl:  in  a  Light  inac- 
cei&ble  !  If  the  Sun  »  and  Moon^  and  Stars  de* 
ferve  my  delight ,    How  more  )uftly  may  the 
Great  Creator  oi  all  thefe ,  challenge  it,  whofe 
Glory  doth  infinitely  traofeend  all  the  little 
twinklings ,  and  radianons,  which  (bine  in  fub- 
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liioarf  dbjeds !  O  my  God ,  were  thv  Beauty 
viewed ,  43  It  Chines  in  the  works  of  Creatioo^, 
as  it  fparkles  in  thy  wife  ordering  and  manage^ 
itient  of  the  World ,  as  it  blazes  in  the  Redem- 
ption of  Mankind,  as  it  g)ifters  in  Regeneration 
of  the  Soul »  as  it  daxles  the  ey^e  in  the  glorifi- 
cation of  a  finner.  How  lovely  wouldil  thou  ap* 
pearl  And  fince  a|ithei!  thy  Being  nor  thy 
Works  are  in  vain  ^  iiocewhat  thou  art ,  and 
what  thou  dotft  ,  nauft  needs  be  for  fomc  cer- 
tain end  r,  What  can  I  conclude  ,  but  thattl:ou 
difcoverft  fo  much  Beauty  and  Spkndor  ,  and 
glory  to  poor  Mortals  ^  becaufe  we  (hould  re- 
Joyce,  and  delight  in  diee^  and  be  ravifhed  with 
thee?  O  my  Soul ,  withifflt  this  delight  in  God, 
thou  canft  never  be  happy  iAiod  istbyad^uate 
Objed*,  and  thy  Center,  and  he  alone  can  give 
«>thee  reft :  and  except  he  fills,  and  fatisfieth  thy 
powers  ^  they'i  be  forced ,  like  Noah's  Dove  , 
to  flutter  and  flye  up  and  down,  wander  in  a  de- 
fart,  and  lofe  themfelves  in  a  barren  WilderneO. 
Thou  rejoiccft  in  aTather  ,  in  a  Mother  ,  in  a 
Friend  ,  i:Hit  God  is  more  than  a  Father^  tnore 
than  a  Mother,  more  than  a  Friend  to  thee;  He 
doth  more  for  thee.  He  loves  thee  better,  than 
anyoftbefecando.  'l^'hou  rejoyceftin  a  curious 
land<»kip  ,  ia  the  delicate  fituation  oF  a  houle, 
in  a  lovely  Arl>our ,  in  a  fweet ,  and  gentle  Ku 
yer,  bat  haft  not  thou  greater  reafon  to  re)oyce 
in  him,  whahatb  made  all  thcfe  }  When  tJboti 
delight'ft  ID  God,  thou  arc  at  reft,  and  thy  reft 
dedares  diy  happtneis.  How  canft  thou  hope  thy 

Religious 
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Religiotts  exercifes  will  be  accepted  in  Heaven , 
vhile  thou  koow'ft  not  what  this  Holy  delight 
doth  mean?  The  Heathens  gueG'd  at  the  accep- 
tance of  their  Sacrifices »  by  the  chearfol  burn- 
ing of  the  Fire  upon  the  Altar  j  The  greater  thy 
deligbt  ifi  in  God ,  the  ftroDger  Argument  thou 
kaift ,  that,  thy  Devotion  meets  with  applaufe 
and  approbation  in  (feavfo.  Variety  is  ftrange- 
ly  delightful  to  thee  here  on  Earth ,  and ,  Why 
then  hath  God  fo  little  of  thy  delight  >  though 
God  be  but  one ,  yet  id  tha^  one  God  are  fo 
many  pleafant  ob)e^ ,  that  wert  thou  to  live 
here  a  thou&nd  years ,  in  this  one  God  thou 
might'ft  every  day  meet  with  frelh  objfefts  of 
delight  f  with  this^Gbd  thou  art  to  he  ravifh'd 
to  all  Eternity ,  add  then  fare ,  there  is  variety 
enough  in  him  to  revive ,  and  recreate  thee  for 
a  few  years  in  thi»  preient  World.  Survey  all* 
his  bleifed  Attributes,  bis  Holineis,  hisOmni- 

Erefence ,  his  Omnifcctence ,  his  Immutability , 
b  Immenfity,  his  Wiidom  and  Eternity ;  furvey 
his  Goodnefi  to  Mankind  ,  his  Perfedion  ,  his 
AU-fafficiency  ,  h'ls  Willingnefs  to  advance  Man 
to  the  en)oy  ment  of  that  Glory,  which  the  blef- 
ied  Angels  do  pofTefs  ^  furvey  his  Revelations , 
his  Manifeftations  of  himfelt  to  this  dark  igno- 
rant World  ;  his  Statutes,  and  Judgments,  and 
Laws,  and  the  Rea(bnablene6  and  Equity  of 
them  all  ^  furvey  his  various  Difpenfations  under 
the  Old  and  new  Teftament ,  his  Methods  of 
^  converting  Men,and  the  various  de^ees  where- 
by he  hath  proceeded  in  the  refprmatton  of  the 

wretched 
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wretched  Progeny  of  AiMf  j  furvey  bis  wonder* 
fill  love  in  Chrifi  Jejus^  and  bis  pity  and  comfaf- 
fion  to  Rebels,  ro  Traitors^  to  his  greateft  Ene* 
mies  5  Survey  the  benefits  and  advantages^which 
arile  from  Qbrifi*%  Paifion,  Refurreftion,  Aicenfi- 
on ,    Intercemons   Survey  his  Promifes  and 
Threatnings^his  Mercy  to  the  penitent)  hisjuflke^ 
to  the  unbelieving  finner  ^.  Survey  his  Mercies 
both  publick  and  private ,   both  Spiritual  and 
Temporal^nd  his  various  favours  to  all  Mankind^ 
to  thy  fellow  Chriftians,  to  thy  Relations,  and 
thy  felf  5  Survey  the  priviledges  he  allows  to 
thoCb  chat  fear  him ,  priyiiiedges ,  which  are  the 
torments  of  Devils ,  to  f^e  what  man  nay  come 
to,and  themfel  ves  muft  remain  for  ever  deprived 
of  s  Survey  the  prerogatives  of  thefe  men »  how 
he  gives  them  leave  to  call  upon  him ,   aofwers 
them^when  they  call,  permits  them  tocajl  them- 
lelves  his  Children,  his  Darlings,  his  Favourites, 
hisi  Jewels,  his  Friends,  and  the  apple  of  his  Eye$ 
Survey  the  Olory  which  God  receives  frofn  all 
his  creatures,,  in  that  all  cbnfpire  to  ful^}  his 
Will  5  Survey  the  Joy,  the  Glory,  the  H^ppineis, 
the  Triumphs,  the  Songs,  the  Hallelujah's,  which 
be  hath  de%ned  for  his  jServants ,  whereof  they 
have  a  tafte  here,  and  which  ere  long  they  (haU 
enter  upon  ,  to  their  eternal  contcn^and  ^ti^ 
&dion.    O  my  Soul ,  \Vl}o  *can  exprefs  all  the 
pleafing  obje&s,  .wl^cl^  ^e  in  thisplpriog^  God 
thou  doft  adore  ^       '\.i.\ 

Vaft  Ooeanof  D^liglbt  I   How  can  ,9iy  Soul 

be  weary  of  <kijghfiBg;fcthK?^^i^  cyery 

*  objeft 
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objeftijof  a  multiplying  NaturCjand  the  farther 
I  go  ,  the  more  charms  I  meet  withal ;  every 
Beam,  every  Ray  that  darts  from  thy  Throne,  e- 
very  Work  of  thy  Power  (and  Oh  how  infinite 
lithe  number  of  them  I)  adminifters  Delight.  ^ 
And  fure  he  defervesto  be  ftarv'd,  that  may  ^ 
come  to  thofe  Waters  of  life  ,  and  is  invited  to 
participate  of  this  Milk  and  Honey ,  and  to  de- 
light his  Soul  in  fatncfe,  and  prefers  the  ftollen 
Waters  of  fin,  before  thefe  living  Waters, which, 
like  ihofein  the  JEjiulapiaft  Well ,  are  not  ca- 
paWe  of"  putrefaftion. 

.  Look,  O  my  Soul ,  look  with  pity  on  the 

poof  diftraded  WprW  ,  that  delights  in  things 

oellifli,  and  finful,  worldly,  mcan^  and  trivial , 

who  would  envy  the  (bttifh  plcafnres  of  Strata , 

AmthMy ,-  TiberiMg ,  CaffgnU ,  Coffimbdmy  Cotjs^ 

Demetrim ,  pleafures  fitter  for  Bulls,  and  Bears , 

and  Goats,  than  for  men  of  reafon  i?  they  dream 

they  eat  and  drink  ,   and  are  at  a  great  Ftaft  ,       | 

Imt  in  the  morning  when  they  wake ,  they  find 

tbemfelves  empty.    A  rational  complacency  in       i 

God ,  is  bread  incqiTUptiWe,  this  is  the  meat 

thou  mufl:  live  u|>oh  for  ever  5    thou  deligbteft 

in  a  cnrious  Pufture  ,  why  not  in  him  that-s  al- 

logethei-  lovely  /  Thou  delighteft  in  a  deKcate 

fliapc ,  Why  not  in  him  that*8  fairer  than  the 

'  Children  of  A^en  >  Thou  deli ghteft  i<i  a  pleaiant 

^Cafden^  in  well*Ofdered  Walks,  trlfiowryMct-. 

dow8 ;  why  not  in  him,whofe  Gr^ekkis  PrtJfence, 

'Can  nake  a  DancedQ  a  Faradife  /  Hoife  up  thy 

'82ilv  Omy  SiauC  Icf  tby  defirea  crave  all  that's 

-      '  rkh| 
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ridi )  gocid  , '  and  magnificent  5  why  ,  in  God 
thou  haft  it  all ,  in  a  moft  eminent  manner  s 
while  others  delight  in  their  plenty^  thou  canft 
delight  in  him  who  is  plenteous  in  mercy  unto 
all  them ,  that  call  upon  him  ;  wUle  others  de« 
light  in  knowledge,  thou  canft  delight  in  him , 
in  whom  are  all  the  treafures  of  wifdomj  while 
Qthers  delight  in  the  protedion  of  their  friends^ 
thou  canft  delight  in  him,  who  is  a  pre(ent  help 
in  the  time  of  trouble  5  while  others  delight  ia 
a  ftately  Seat ,  thou  canft  delight  in  the^Secret 
•place,  and  in  the  (badow  of  the  Almighty.  O 
my  God ,  thou  fatisfieft  the  hungry  Soul ,  aqd 
fiUeft  the  thirfty  Soul  with  goodne(s.  Th^  Soul 
cannot  crave  beyond  what  thou  canft  give,  nor 
ask  more ,  than  thou  art  able  to  afford  s  the 
defires  of  the  Soul  are  notib  infinite,  but  thy 
ftore  and  plenty  is  unfpeakably  more  infinite  than 
bur  defiresit  They  that  cannot  delight  in  the«  \ 
have  ftrange  brutifh  Souls  I  they  fee  not  how 
thou  goeft ,  how  thou  my  God  goeft  in  thje  Sapt 
ftuarv  5  they  never  felt  thy  holy  influences } 
they  know  not ,  what  p^ace  thou  fpe^liieft  unto 
thy  People,  they  arc  not  fenfible  how  thou  doft 
encourage  thofe ,  that  ferye  thee  5  they  g^e  not 
fenfible  h6w  great  the  Rewards  are ,  thou  haft 
laid  up  for  Men,that  foi^ec  whait  is  bt^hind  t.bemt 
andfeek  firft  thy  Kingdom  ,  and  its  rightcou(? 
fiefi.  O  goodneis  immeofe  and  infinite !  If  e« 
very  fingle  ^)pd  is  plealaotv  aDdd€^gbt^^],.how 
delightful  muft  thou  be  y  who  art  that  wide  | 
and  ample  Sea,  iQt031ttd1.aU  .tbEfe.£viy9r^.i 

and 


and  emaaatibns  of  Goodnefs  run  !  If  created 
life  be  pleafant,  bowplealaat  muft.dlou  be, 
which  giveft  that  life  !  If  created  wilHoai  be 
amiable,  how  amiable  muft  tbou  be,  from  whom 
that  wtidom  flows.  O  my  God ,  I  fee, .  how  all 
the  pkdiant  things  of  the  World  peri(h,  but  thou 
art  the  fame ,  and  thy  years  do  not  fail ,  and 
thou  endiirefl:  from  one  generation  to  another  ) 
here  therefore  V\\  fix  my  delight  s  on  this  Rock 
rii  build  my  joy  ^  while  others  delight  in  nurn* 
bring  their^bags ,  Til  delight  in  nimtbrihg  the 
loving  kindneifes  ot  my  God  5  while  others  de-^ 
light  in  their  preferment ,  Til  delight  Ma  being 
adopted  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  Gods 
Childreti  f  while  others  delight  in  the  greatness 
of  their  Relations ,  Tii  delight  in  having  the 
great  Saviour  of  the  World,  for  ray  Elder  Bro- 
ther ^  while  others  delight  in  their  Farms ,  and 
Oxen,  ril  delight  in  my  Title  to  the  Tree  of 
Life ;  while  others^  delight  in  Kingdoms  and 
Principalities,  TJl  delight  in  him  who  hath 
made  me  a  King  and  Prteft  unto  God ,  and  tb 
his  Father  5  /  will  delight  my  Jelf  in  the  Lord  ^ 
and  he  JbaHgive  me  the  dejirei  of  my  heart ,  PfaL 

37-  4' 
Did  the  Man ,  who  is  almoft  perfwaded  into 

Charity  ,  but  feribufly  confider  i  what  a  ft  reft 
the  Gofpel  layes  upon  this  Pious  liberalitys  how 
Chrift^  in  the  laft  day\  is  refolv'd  to  infift  more 
upon  this  Duty,  than  upon  any  other  5  how  he 
is  but  a  Steward  of  th^  bleffiogshe  enjoy es  $ 
and  how  God  gave  lum  that  Eftate  lie  hath  , 

with 


With  this  yeiy  incept  ^  that  he  fbould  ber  b^^V 
$^  to  thdSir  whom  prov&]ence/  hath  inade^ 
o^iefts  of  bis  Boaoty  5   hovr  ^tat  an  impedt^ 
qftat  bb  extreiin  foiidiiefs  d^  ttus  Wtirlds  QiDod^,^ 
h  to  his  future  ba^inefs  ^i  bow  it  darkens^ his 
Ocaces,  clouds  hisGomforts^  faardans  his  Heart^^^ 
(eva  bis  Coiiiaeace ;  eoQaves  l|id$  to  the  Devil; 
Howbis chaiityiis  no njore than Juftice,^^  due" 
debt  be  owes  to  bis  poor  neighbour,  for  which 
ij^dfoki ,  the  Hol7<StK)ft  caHs^mMsiaW ,  right- 
e^^fi  ^  to  di^Mithhoidiog'otir^^bandBJfrc^^ 
giving  to  peo^4n  ,MctSkf'^;x}rGkm^9^ 
them  in  tioierof  naid  ,.  is  robbing  dftheffifbf 
tb«t>  3/^hidiirt&eir  di»v  bdw^diSinilt^^  tiky^ 
I)0M^  tcdpoffibke  it  lis ,  fos  a  Man  tbac:doi&s  5& ; 
tIijp(e.4iutward\GcHnfoctS)  i;o  becmne  a  trtreDif^ « 
is^^  C^rifih  nfrith  whsEtvearoeftnefi^Ilifbi^ 
Pr^dtt  and  Apoftles  of  lold);  hav<e  i^cc^:^ 
raettd^this  honouring  of  God  wkh  oqi^Stlb^ 
^aoae ,  and  wi^h.  the  Fitft4tuits  of  bar'^n* 
Cjreaie  >   how  kind;  Gods  afpefl  is  to^  this' Da- 
ty  '$;  bow  greit  ^Goda  cpndeieea(]Od  ^ar^,  4a* 
beit^ willing taaccept  of ihat^ jas^dohe to  him« 
felf ,  which  isdoqe  to  bis  Sefvams,  Or  Chfifis 
d)j^r«(Ied  Members  5  bow  (ignallybe  blefTes  tMs' 
Virtue ,  how  all  Faith  is  dead  .without  it;  how 
vainly  .that  Mapchopes  for  Beavfen ,  that  bath 
q0|>Qvt^ek  of  coiii(ihfiioa^  I  (ay,would  the  ^aa^  / 
that  is  unreiblVdr,  ^whether  he. (hall  deny  bibi^ 
{(4f4  ^  give  away  coi^derably  to  Pious  ufes, 
b^tpintder alt^M^aqgcyODeDts^by  the affiAooise  * 
;  g^God ,   it  Vjrn^td  make  hiin  xefolve  to  1^  l>y 
i.    '^         .    '  A  a  fuch 
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Qo4ftife(pri0e,..aDdtfji»op  tote,  and  flopktt  'i^m 
agtinfl;  all  t|i»  igggcfi^sni  of  tbo  Devil  to  t^ 

Pf avy$titC£i I,  andUavek tQt|Gi6(i,  bow:,  M^ 
wliROli  add  vhott  to  makie  hiat'  atneiids  feeing 
fn^  ^(Sev'ff »  diaii  it;  vri|l  ajaft  iocatMaly  beve^ 

.  ;.^^)4^>i>^'&i'g^^  a  OQtyi«£tiic  Qdfpd^i 
tliail  ,iCAi^  nnlttficJdaediniii^aiftiii^  chara£^ 
oirj^:E)[iU»pl)diS4  >ap(|  indeed,  <iiaii^  BVMtf^Uke^ 
1t-tO(fici)T€  tQ  it »  tkianih^  -ihalt  'toakcB  it  Itb^*^ 
ii9lS^  tp  lu»&ier;bdW;fiMkwjfiiiBe  6f4be  {tea* 
tl^'JKCieei^ifil^  Viituea  :Hb#l')^ 
h}$:  J^ecast'  tig^bifadiqaiec,:u'i^'had  raiied  «> 
g^tDAibiiit.i.  iS  day  ^. :  how  i&cj^iteT  par  by  ^tifaifr' 
cal^aoies.,.'  diat Uereoaft u|M)fi'\hkii with  this , 
Tiit^ke  fiandeKthad  /aid  nttibiMgi  of  hi»i  s  •  Afe«» 

AifiGtftdiiai  :was  filaq't  mdep  aU  the  ivproaches » •> 
%l^  ;vf^re,thi!Ostvf  Atfaon  luib^  bofr  Ufi9irbrtb3t  ■ 
pr^Chriiii«Ait>.is,todor  lef^,'  wcich  all  the  Wifll^' 

■  pf  Of$^ »  tlfvi  the  dthdr ,  by  the  aififta^ce  of - 
lijdiilVceQnIijr  $:!hpiir.  tbU  is co  have  the  faoie  minel  • 
Vt^hjct)  iTfl?  alfo  m  <  Ci^fv^  J^'?  what  tnifehieS 
f^d4^ .  Apgier,  huriiks  MeaiDtpt,  bowfi^rely^' 
th^,  jQne^t  R-edeevec  pithi^  WocId«faeda'&|v: 
{^(^pll^9,  ^dtcalirQr.FirefiroiiiJHeavnitocott-ii 
fi^t^fthe  l^it^  wbct  had  donied  th^ir  Mafttr 

-  \^&f^^  'lipwgiffiittbeain^cfljis  to>/tdHiii^' 
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and  fan  5  how  dilcreetly  that  Man  can  aifti^that 
oarhf  thofe  unruly  afSs6Hot!s  5  how  this  excel- 
lent quaUtj  adorns  the  GtSf^l  of  otjr  Saviour  i 
how  it  dKpbfes  Men  for  a  fatisfadory  dticlharge 
of  their  Duty  cowards  God  v  how  great  evil$ 
^nd  inopnveniences  it  prevents  s  how  many 
times  it  melts  t)»  of^ider ,  if  there  by  ^ny  in-  ] 

genuity  in  him,  ind  wins  more  upon  hitt,  than  1 

all  the  fierce  proceedings,  we  can  u(e  5  how  great  j 

a  preparative  it  is^  for  a  good  name ,   and  tiov);^  \ 

mett,  who  under^nd  what  felf-conqueft  means^' 
cannot  but  commtiid^  ^nd  celebrate  it ;  *  hpw 
in  Hiftory ,  men  ^femous  for  this  grace ,  ^re'tk- 
txAVI  above  4^  greateft  Conquerors  $  how 
Heoiren  cannot  but  aj^plaud  it,  to  (ee  Men  (irive 
to  be  perfedl!  ^  as  (heir  Father  in  Heavenis  pe^- 
peft  5  how  ^rtat  wt^dom  it  argues,  to  be  zeal- 
oosfin  Gods  oa«ife, '  when  his  Glory  b  affronted , 
and  meek  id' our  own  concerns ,  and  inj^es^ 
wbat  p^aoe  ,  whef  fatisfadion  it  caufes  in  the 
Soul ,  what  bleffings  are  entaird  upon  it  s  how 
comfortably  th<l(e^  who  have  endeavoui^d  to 
be' mafters  csf  this  Temper,  may  leave  this 
World,  and  dye,  as  the  Jews  fay  of  Mojes^  the 
meckeft  of  Men,  at  the  Kifsof  God  into  Eternal 
Olorf. 

SaM&iJicatiom  bf  the  Lards  day ,   or  which  is 

'  ail  one  v  coafeerating  that  day  to  God's  ier\ace« 

and  (pending  it  in  publidc  and  private  Reiigt- 

I  ous  eiEercUes,  10  meditating,  hearing  the  Word» 

|>raiiing  of  God ,  good  Works  ^   and  Spirital 

CoderenceS)  isa  th^g,  wMch  devout  Cfariftians 

A  a  2  have. 


have ,  10  all  ages  ^  tbougbt  themfelves  ot^ged 
to  obferve  j  an4  oert^ihly  be  wUl  €nd  gceat 
reaibn  |;o  follow  them ,  that  (ball  ^engage  bis 
$oul  (eripuQy  to  confider  fome  fuch  circmn^ 
ftanpes as  thefe.  How  Holy  is  this  day !,-  How 
tbould  my  Soulre)oyce  at  the  dawoicg  of  it! 
this  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  and 
^yhichistoput  me  ia  mind  of  thj?:gr!?at^ft mer- 
cy, ith^  W4S  ever  youchfafed  to  Mankind ;  Can 
there  be  any  thing  more  coftly:*^^.  the. Re-, 
dempij^  of  Man>  or  can  I  ip^ncl  tpo  nojach 
time  in  commjsmorating  Cq  %\QTifsm  a  favour  i 
I  that  can  fpend  time.iq  rebearHng^i  what  jewds 
qay  parents  have  left  n|^»  what  bf>yxk9  they  bisn 
begueath*d  me  ^  wh^  Landfs  ifhf7<  have  affigoil 
tq  m? ,  what  moveables  thejr  bayr  given  me, 
ftijiU  I  thipk  much  of  fpendiqg  Qne  day  in  fowo 
in  rehearfingwhatCod  hztkdfim.fpt  my.  Soui^ 
V^hen  God  allows  me  fix  djiye^jprt^  wetk* 
(o  fQliow  the  budn^fs  of  n^  ^  knhA  CaUkig , 
cannot  1  allow  one  day  entpr^  for  his  fcryicae? 
^rethe  concerns  of  my  Sopl  io*  trivial,  that 
they  do  not  deferve  oQe  day  91  the  woekB 
pr,  is  Salvation  JQeafie  a  thing,  that,  to  Q>ettd 
puph  time  in  tiie  contrivance  ,pf;it ,  i$  Alto- 
gether needlefs }  I  can  allow  a  whole  day,  (bmer 
times  two  or  three  for  the  recreation  of  my 
Bpciy ,  (ind  m^fl:  npy  So(d  bi^ve  Qott^ ,  io  ibtftik 
felf  upon  Cod,  and  endle(s  Ckiry?>-  A)a& !  How 
)}tile  do  thpie  flaflies  of  contep^ating  God.  in 
the  week  dayes,  wh^hare  lb  often  ioterru|Ked 

I^rw6^dlyj)»^n|?i?vwwqith5^^    HowiittJc 
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tec  Mens  ^e3ions  wrought  upon  67  tliole -fitd 
oi  DevdtiofQ^  except  they  take  a  whole  day 
to  *  warm  their  Souls  at  the  beams  of  the;  Sun 
of  RighteoUfnefi  ?   ATas  1  How  little  f^foufne(i( 
do  I  fep  in  thpfe  Families,  where  this^day  is^not 
Rieligiouily  (pent ,   where  cvc;ry  perfon  is  per- 
mitted to  ufe  their  liberty ,  and  where  the  pub- 
lick  Ekerciies  in  the  Church  are  not  feconded 
by  private  [%(cour(es ,   and  Prayers  and  Cele- 
brations of  the  goodneis  of  Cod  !   How  looie^ 
how  vain ,  how  fboliCh ,  are  they  commonly  / 
How  little  do  they  mind  the  power  of  Reli^ 
gion  I  How  tittle  are  they  acquainted  with  the 
Spiritual  part  of  Godlinefs !    what  liberty  do 
they  give  themfelves  in  their  a&ions  /fuch  as  a 
con(cientibus  man  will  be  afraid  oft   Where  is 
myielf^dental ,  if  I  cannot  deny  my  felf  ifn  my 
Worldly  dtfcburfes,  or  thoughts,one  day  ^  How 
can  I  hope  my  Spiritual  wants ,   and  necefiities' 
(hould  ever  be  dilcoverd  to  me ,   except  I  do  in 
my.  dofet  apply,what  I  havb  heard  in  the  Hou(e 
of  God ,  and  water  the  incfdrruptible  Seed  that 
is  (own  in  my  Heart ,  by  felf^exammatiom ,  that 
k  may  grow  atid  fjnrout^and  bear  Fruit  ?  O  the 
joy  9  the  comfort  ^  tbe  (atis&dion  1  might  reap/ 
^mn  the  (incere  fandification  of  this  day !  how 
quietly  might  I  lye  down  at  nightiafter  fo  fweet 
a  converfe  with  God  all  day  ?   How  foft  would 
my  reft  be ,  having  worked  in  God^s  Vineyard 
fotoany  hours  ^  How  joyfully  might  I  rife  next 
moiim^ ,  and  comfort  my  CA(  with  the  happy 
rtanphraiioe  of  bfeffings^.  my  Soul  bath  re- 
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ceiviltbe  day  before  ^  ThmtdbfafenrCj  and 
to  improve  this  day «  ulrouldiie  a  Piologae  to 
flay  Everlafting  reft^  a  Pr^fiice  to  iny  Etotial 
repofe  io  Abraham's  hbfbtA  s  a  Prefi^,  that  I 
(bouldc'rlong  r^  from  all  Tears,  andforrow, 
and  pain ,  ^  and  angui(h  i^  and  from  all  the  tcni- 
ptaiions  of  the  World,  the  Flefb^and  the  Devil^ 
and  be  admitted  into  the  Qnire.  of  Aogeb  ^  to 
priifehim  day  aAd  night ,  who  lives  lor  ever 
and  even 

Iti  this  manner  all  other  Duties  may  be  oom^ 
pafs'd ,  the  Beauty  ^  Glory ,  ufefulnefs  of  them 
thus  fpread  before  the  Underftandti^  ^  Will » 
and  Affe&ions ,  a^e  apt  to  work  updo  theft 
Faculties ',  and  they  being  prev^Fd  upob ,  the 
Eyes ,  the  Esrs  ^  the  Hands  ^  the  Feet ,  will 
quickly  do  their  part ,  and  ifaeW  thdr  readi<> 
nefs  to  diey  the  commands  of  thtilr  fuperior 
C^icers. 

«  II.  It  helps  Men  to  improve  ^xteinai  objedi, 
into  very  cpiifJEirtable  oobtemplatioiis.  When 
I  take  a  view  of  the  Sun,  atad  Mooa^  and  Stirs , 
or  refkd:  on  the  Air,  Fiit»  Gvth,  and  Water, 
Confideration  may  ftirni(h  me  with  very  excel* 
lent  Truths ,  and  the  iiobleft  LdObns  of  Reli- 
gion. Confideration  can  meuiitiorfdide  objeds, 
and  fpirituatize  them ,  and  find  out  the  fecree 
defigns  of  the  Almighty,  in  thofe Creatures » 
whidi  the  fenfual  Man  looks  upon,  ai^  hkea 
Beaft ,  pafies  by  without  aay  adibirat^ptf  5  TIhs 
eye  can  pierce  through  foKd  bodieMod  rnd^ 
wfaolfome  lefibni  which  iie  hid  utader  tboftfBol^ 


fer  ttamleft    Fotr  dfter  thii  mand^  h  miy  ar- 
gue, Takewii:^,  O my  Soul,  flyuptoyondet^ 
HHv&at  «^here  tbe  AMghty  hath  fet  a  Taber- 
nade  for  the  Son;  tehich  is  as  a  Bfidegfoom 
ootntdg  out  6f  hts  Cbatnber,atid  rejoices  is  a  Giant  • 
t^  niti  hisM^s  Behold  how  this  glotipus  Pla- 
net ,  the  grdu;  Ahtioner  of  H^vea ,  When  his 
rifei ,  fcrlves  evtfy  lliting  thing  with  bisldndly 
beittM ,  and  m4U  not  the  inereated  Suri ,  frodt 
Whbto  thu  t»rig^t  ftar  imrrows  his  (binin^  rayes , 
Whert  he^aU  tife  tfnCo  the  Spirits  of  Men  faiadef 
pHfydt  in  thfelaft  d!ay,fiil  tbem  all  with  uofpeak- 
able  joy  alld  gfadnefi ;  and  zi  a  difmdl  ttncom- 
ibirtable  daifknefi  fucceed* ,  When  this  created 
Sun  doth  leave  our  Heriiifphere  ,  (b  thii^.hovt^ 
drtadful ,  ho#  fill!  of  hoitor.,  and  difcOnfoi^ 
btenefethat  daritntfs'niuft  be  j  which  ibiifb  un- 
avoidably fall  6n  wittdied  impenitent  wmetst 
^t  would  tak«  ti6  WarAing,  when  the  incre^ed 
$m  (hdt  withdrawfroA  them  his  beatifical  Pr^- 
iefiee  for  evet  t   behoki  thi^  created  Sv^n ,  how 
ttiiny  Ihoufiiiid  kindnefles  it  foeftowes  npoti 
MatlkiAd,  aikl  doth  not  this  putthei  in  mind  ot 
the  Fathir  of  L^hts ,    from  whom  ever^  gotkl 
and  {*erfed  Gift  defcends }  l)ow  much  b^et  h 
fbi«  ihiningBody,  than  the  whole  Earth.^  and 
ddft  hdi  thou  k-eiMmber ,  how  before  thy^  God, 
ill  Mankifld  are  as  Orafhoppers ,  or  i»t^et  an 
f  he  4aflt  6f  the  Balance,  nay  lifter  than  nothing, 
MA  vatiity.    The  Son ,  that  he  ta^y  Mighteil 
dht  ^hcAt  World,  is  forccid  to  go  from  one  place 
tilfl^cldMr )  bat  thy  God ,  at  one  and  the  fame 
''''  '  A  a  4  time, 
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timeswUhput  mpviog  his  ftaVipii)  can  fill  Heavea 
aqd  Earth  with  his  Glory*     ? 

Behold)  Omy  Soul,  the  next  great  Light,  the 
Moon,  which,  the  nearer  it  approaches  the  Sua^ 
the  In'ighter  i%  grows,  in  that  part ,  which  loc^ 
t6warasHeaven,t^ough  ttbeccynes  ^rker  in  that 
part.  Which  looks  towards  the  Earth,  andwhea 
itis  oppotite  to  the  Sun,  lofes  all  that  bri^tn^» 
it  hadjn  its  coqjiindion  with  the  Sun,  and  is  on- 
ly bright  in  that  part ,  which  refpeds  this  lower 
World  s  and^Doft  not  thou  fee  a  very  lively  em- 
blem oC^  converted  9  and  uiKionyertednoner 
in  this  Luminary  ^  Behold  ,  the  nearer  thou  q[p- 
proacbcft  the  Sun  pf  Righteoufnefi  in  purity  and 
holinefi,  th^  greater  lufter^ad  the  greater  hap- 
pined  thpu  receiveft  ^  the  Inhabitants  of  Heavea 
behold  thy  brightnel^  and  inpocenoe ,  and  ap»: 
plaud  it|  though  fenfual  Men,  may  be,  think  thee 
alldarko?ls,  all  oblcunty,  b^caiw  thou  doft  not 
wallow  in  Works  of  darKne^  with  them  5  they  ^ 
may  be,  look  upon  thee  as  mad  and  diftca^d , 
becaufe  thou  art  (b  buiy,  fo  earneft,  ib  zealous 
to  pleaiib  thy  God,  and  fpendeftfo  much  time  91' 
praifing^nd  magnifying,  and  glorifyiqg  cMf  l)im  ^ 
biit  th6&  that  dwell  in  yonder  Kegipn  of  Lights 
and  Blifs^know,  that  then,  and  not  till  then,«tboik 
art  Mafterofthy  Reafon ,  and  do*ft  aft  like  a 
jperfbn^  ^at's  ci|pable  of  Ixing  made  partaker  of 
the  Divine  Nature.  In  a  word,  thou  art  light 
tothemajbove^  and  night  to  men  beneath* ;  pft 
the  other  fide,  when  thou  tumeft  thy  back  Vfoa 
God  \  walk'ft  oppofite  ^qd  CQfgrary  to  j^.t 

whatever 
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whatever;  refpjeft  and  credit  thoa  oAy'ft  have 
from  the  World,:  God.and  his  holy  Angelslook 
upon  tha(  ai  d^rkneis  v  thy  ucklerftanding , 
which  is  that  part »  which  properly  look^  to- 
wards Heaven  y  lolfes  all  its  bri^tnefi  ^  and  no 
marvel,  fofC^d^lo^iisiniiimtity  and  hebe« 
h)g]gpne,,  that  patt  rnufl:  needs  be  perfect  n^bt; 
and  no  wonder,  if  upon  this  da^kneis,  thy  love 
inclines  yigorouily  to  the  World ,  and  thy  af> 
fe^ions  are  alt<^her  carried  out  after  the 
drofi  and  dung  of  this  tran&ory  Earth,  if  thy 
thoi^htS'iire  att  et^aged  about  the  World  ,  all 
thy  Speeches,  employed  about  the  World ,  and 
thou  becom'ft  wife  for  the  World,  and  lofeft  all 
thy  Wifdom  for  God  ,  and  for  Salvation  ^  and 
thou  art  N^ht  tp  the  fpirits  above,  and  day  to 
Men  below. 

O  my  Soul,  canfl:  thou  look  upon  the  Sun 
and  Moon,  and  not  remember  how  differently 
Cod  deal;  with  triumphing.  Saints  in  Hefaven  , 
and  his  Militant  Church  here  on  Eanh  >  they 
enjoy  a  perpetual  Sun^ (bine,  we  are  allowed  no 
more  but  Moon-light  5  we  (ee,  as  it  were, 
through  a^lats,  darkly  5  they,  face  to  face  5 
thetr  light,  like,  that  of  the  Suq,  never  leflens } 
ours,  like  that  of  the  Modn,  is  (bmetimes  great*. 
er,  fometimes  \€& ,  and  fometimes  we  have  none 
at  all.  How  often  doth  the  afilided  Believer 
walk  in  daritpe(s  ^  God  hides  the  light  of  hi<^ 
eountenanpe  from  him,  and  he  btrbabled: 
fometiAie  he  is  all  joy ,  by  and  by  all  darknefi 

again  $  ibmetines  be  ii  line  St.  Pd9$l^  wrapt  up 
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into  the  vthM  Htfa^tto )  (bmetitnei  like  Mta  , 
^t  fie  God's  Wonders  in  dbe  deep »  he  go^ 
down  again  to;  the  depths ,  and  his  Sod  tnelhr 
beoHife  of  ttotiblf  ^  how  clear  di<e  the  atifM^^ 
henfioos  fooaetiom  he  hath  of  the  love  and 
merc^  of  God !  and  he  leems  to  be  aUe  to-cotn" 
pMhend  with  sdl  8aint6,  what  i6  th^  depth  and 
bieadch  of  the  love  of  God  }  HoW  O^n  j  on 
the  other  fide ,  is  a  vdl  drawn  overall  thefe 
bright  conceptions ,  and  he  gtovding  in  the 
duft)  What  floods  of  Confohtion  doth  God 
ibmetiaiei  pour  out  upon  his  Soul  >  whereas  at 
other  times  thofe  comforts  come  down  in  drops 
which  uTed  to  come  in  (bowers )  How  great 
Ibmetiffles  is  his  (krength  againft  temptations  ? 
How  weak  is  his  courage  at  another?  How  like 
the  great  Jejits  can  he  fometimes  rebuke  the 
Windb,  and  Waves,  and  make  thie  Sea  calm,  and 
at  another  time  how  ready  is  he  td  faint  with  the 
Pilctples,  and  to  lodi  uponhimfelf  a»  loft  I  tiow 
chearfiilly  fometimes  can  he  ery  out^  1cm  do  aU 

things  through  Chrifi  who  finngtbtns  tut)  How 
nxmmfttlly  is  he  forced  to  eitprefi  himfelf  at 
another,  /  fee  a  Law  in  my  memben  worrit^  tu 
gaitiji  the  Lav  of  my  nAnd^  and  hHngmg  «k  Ma 
Ci^twitytotheLMPoffifi. 

fiehold,  O  my  Soul  4  the  vaftnoffiberofthe 
Stars  and  Lamps  of  Heaven ,  how  wife ,  how 
powa^l  is  that  God  that  m^  them  t  Who 
can  looli  upon  thofe  curious  Lights,  Wifhuat 
admtriag their  Creator?. Behold ,  they  l^de^ 
gP*  d9wn  at  hit  cotaBUMd  >  »aA4»  fiM^ftiLdW 
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minate  ^  thdr  appMntcd  ume )  hair  (hcwld 
this  teadi  thee  obedkoee?  How  daeairfully 
dioiildeft  thou  ran  at  thecoaiin^ad  ctf'thy  God  ? 
Tfaefe  glcnioas  Stafs ,  thot^h  thdr  muaber  be 
▼a(Uy  great  I  yet  they  never  dafli,  0rdi(agree 
one  with  anodierj  Ik»w  ihoQld  this  eog^ 
thee  DO  unfeigoed  charity  aiid  peaceableneb  ? 
How  (hould  this  put  thee  upOD  pfqmotiag  peace/ 
and  concord,  and  agreement  among  thy  ndgh- 
ixmrs?  And  do  not  tbeie  Stirs  puttee  in  i^d, 
how  eceloi^  thoQ  (halt  (bine  as  the  Stan  in  the 
Firmament  for  cvtr  ?  iXi^i&Mr/  Bkjjied  Any! 
when  Aou  (hak  be  cloathed  with  lpl«d(Mr  isx^ 
immortality,  when  thou  flialt  fee  n^t  no  more, 
midfltab  need  n»  t4iiMe ,  neither  Ugm  efthe  Sun , 
laa  the  Lent  JbdU  give  thee  light ,  Mdthmfialt 
reign  nvtb  him  for  ewr. 

Gme  down  lower  ,  O  my  Soul ,  I  have  hot 
done  yet  with  God'c  wonderful  worb$  re- 
fled  upon  the  Air ,  in  whidi  all  Senfitive  Crea- 
tures breathe  «  without  thb  Air,the  whole  Crea- 
tion Would  die  a  'tis  this  that  keeps  Men  ,  and 
Beafts,  and  all  Plants,  and  Herbs  alive ;  fe6  how 
all  creatures ,  when  ready  to  be  ImotlK^V} ,  up- 
on letting  in  of  Air ,  do  all  revive ,  and  live  a- 
gain  $  and  is  not  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  O  my 
Soul  j  the  very  finne  to  diee ,  that  the  Air  is  to 
all  CreatuRs  5  without  this  Spirit  of  God  toen- 
%hlen,  to  movcy  and  «o  diroft  thee,  thou  haft 
ttie  naBK  liiac  thou  Jiveft ,  twt  thou  art  dead  $ 
kSi  ikm  Spint  muft  give  thee  life ,  ItV  fi«  that 
■Mft  watwihee  iaco  %  jpraAlcal  fovcf  «t  God  $ 

Its 
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It'she'lliaf:  ihaft  li¥eiatlice,thatth<Mi  may  "ft  hot 
fulfil  ,ihe  defires;  of.  the  FIe(b  s  k  a  be  muft  teach 
the^  faow  to  pray  3  ttsbe  maft  help  thy  infir^ 
mttie$5  aadbear.witoels  with  thy  Tpirit ,  that 
thou  att  »^  Child  of  God  9  beg  thi&  j-ich  gift  at 
the  hands  of  God^  and  thou  (mlt  have  it  5  (eek 
it »  and-  thou  (bait;  find  it  h  knock  at  Heaven 
Gate  for  it,  and  God  wiU  open,  and  grant  thee 
thy  beans,  deiire. ; 

Behold ,  O  my  Soul ,  how  vain  and  fooliflft 
thpfeMen  are ,  that  will  not  believe  the  Being 
of  Angds , .  0r  of  Spirits ,  :  becaufe  they  never 
iaw  any  ,^  can  they  (ee  the  Airs  And  why  do 
not  they  queftion  whether  tbere  be  fuch  a 
thing  as  Air  or  no  }  Thi^  Air  fuf^rts  all 
Creatures ,  To  doth  thy  God  much  more.    He 

finds  the  firings  inU  the  vmUep ,  vMch  tun^ 
^mongthehiUsi^  the/  give  drinks  to  every  bea/i 
of  the  fields  the  mid  Ajjes  qumch  their  ihi^Ji.  tie 
tpotefeth  tbe^  hiffs  from  his  chambers^  the  earth  air. 
fuisfkd  mth  the  fruit  of  his  warkf*  He,  caufif 
^he  grafs  to  grow  for  the  cattel ,  and  h^rbsfor  the 
fervice  of  hlUn^  Pfal.  104.  lo ,  li,  19,,  14^ 
When  tl^is  Atr  yields  to  all  grofe  bodies ,  aiid* 
lets  thoD  p^fs  without  oppofition ,  how  doth> 
it  read  to  thee  Leftur^s  of  Patience  and  Hudii-* 
tity/  io  that  flexibility,  thou  may'ftfee  the 
fipfulneis  pf  thy  inexorable  temper^,  tfaeodiouf- 
ne(s  of  thy  revengeful  defires ,  and  rev^ling^^i 
gain  wrhea  thou  art  reviled ,  and  g^ng  the  c^- 
tender  as ,  good  a;  M  brings  .^:  the  :Air  tepmvbi 
thee  yh^  ^hott  art  deaf  to  all  entraatuRtd'ibr 
. .  /  recon* 
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to  luof  that  hath  in|ttr*d  thee.  ^.  wbeo 
then  wiknot  liot  yiddto..tbe;buo>ble;fiippiU:ai- 
tiQD  of  diftreflfed  creatuio » iaod  When  tho«op^ 
pofeft  thy  owo  humour  u>  j»U.tfae  reKkxilil  per- 
fwafions oi wifer Men chao ^y! (^   <.  .-'... 

Look  iqpon  the  Fiiie,  Omy  Soul ,. .and  be- 
hold hoMr;  (fil&reotly  it  a^upon  Sttdtes.it  nieeta 
witbal,  how  it  con(utnestbe,Hay  and  StubUb,- 
and  deanfetfaf  and  purifies  Go^  aqd  ^Silver  j 
Doft  thov  ;not'  fee«he«e»  as  :in  a  Glafs « '  hdw  tb|; 
God  deftroy$  the  workers. qC  iniquity «  andlad- 
vances,  and  iaerea(e&, jand.i9irHBesi  tbet.defires 
and  iS<G^tOoa:oi  a  devout:  and  relig^KMis  Soul  > 
thou  feeft;how  bard  and  hk^  Iron'  is.  »v  when  'it 
ia  not  near, the  Fire ;  Mid . bow  bright  and 
tradable  it: becomes  in^th^  Fires  a^i^nojtthis 
the  true  Piiftttre  of  >  finner^  White  bi^is  « 
(^ranger  to  the^  Law  of .  God; »  he  hard<gDs  his 
bean  as  Flint  and  Adaoiant  i  no  tbr^Hiing« 
pierce  him' »'  no  promifes- pt^taU  with  .l^,,ino 
judgments  £rigbt  him » :  po  jttQvidepces  move 
him «  no  mercies  melt  bin  3  ..put  on.the.xyhole 
Armour  of  Godtand.f^hc  Ig^infl;  him  5  His  ^ 
ftand  ftiff )  bis  lu(l$  remain  upQiaken  5.  he  fe^fi 
ypon  GocTs'  Ueffingi  as  Serine  dp  upon  Acorns , 
wiiibout  nundipg  the  bfind  that  ihr^ws.  them, 
down  5  he  bears  SertnoiB ,  but  they  awalse  him> 
ooti  he  i&iptreated,  but  Qights  the  invin^r 
lion  r  he  1^  teproved ,  bttt  Urtghs  aiibf  fcpfe^ 
hedlbn ,  .bpt  when  thatrboly  Fire ,  the  love  of 
@od ,  entet»Sn|o  his  heart ;  :Yipw,  fles^blf  I  how 

fRtdaUe  doth  he  graw  }   Hw  dfttfe  .the  lpv« 
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of  God  conftnun  him  to  avoid  fin  i-  aod  to  bid' 
defiaoee  to  «U  the  woiks  of  darkneft}'  he  chat 
befove  fconTd  10  hoar  die  glad  tidings  of  the 
Oo/lpti  ^  how  doth  he  now  fttbniic  to  Chrift's 
eafieyoke?  He  that  be£)re  thotui^  fudi  a  du- 
ty iinfit  and  imjtcopet  for  a  perran  of  his  ^a- 
Itty  y  ^  how  diearfolly  doth  he  now  bow  aod 
yidd  to  it  ^  he  that  before  had  a  thoufand' 
•xcnfts,  wbyhe^otdd  not  do  what  Chrift  en- 
^ymtihb  ^  how  dotb  he  now  lay  allthofe  idkf 
apolb^ies  by  ^'  he  that  before  was  chnrlifli,  he- 
eonieitiow  a&ble  and  courteous )  he  that  be- 
fore ^at^^a^  to  -be  vety  angry  at  the  leafta^ 
ffodt  ^  now  bean  it  nk>re  <)uietly  $  he  that  be- 
fore ^o^thel&emal  Ood  with  thetneen- 
eft  of  his  endeavours , '  now  it  Dicing  4o  ^ve 
Mat  ^  ht  said  ftrength  of  his  ajSiftions  ^  ha 
that  beford  could' hear  Mtni^n  daU  to  him^ 
and  -all  again 'without  efFed ,  now  cries  out , 
Sirt-t'^WhH  tmfi  I  dti,t»Ufat>dy  He  that  be- 
fore could  not  b^  -  {)6r(waded  to  walk  in  the 
fir^ft  way, '  now  nufs  iff  ^he  w<ay  of  Ood's  Comr 
mandmenti.  Bkfled  Pfte  ,>  which  like  the  hal- 
lowM  flames  of  Heavetf^'Cdoftitties  hot «  but  41- 
luminiates,  never  fuflfentlie  heart  to  be  hardned} 
but  putifies  it  5  doth  not  ftreitett the  Soul,  but 
elevates  it  *,  doth  not  dog,  butl<^ne  it  %  doth 
not  cdnfound ,  but  fubume  it  ^  deftroys  tho 
dr^  i  but  prefoves  the  gdkl «  mi  burns  away 
all  unclean  and  ihotdibate  'paffiooi ,  and  all  im* 
moderate  catea  of  thiti  World ,  iMit  rai(es  the 
Soul  above  the  World  >  $nd  eni^geft  it  «o  fly 
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db«te  tixjfe  things^Whicb  ferVebnljr  to  fiQ  Mens 
bcttrti  vAdi  M^ft  and^xfttioo^ 

LAy  afide  tms  iobjeft  for  a  Httle  while ,  X>  tnjr 
Soul  y '  and'  kx:fk  upon  that^  Earth  thou  w^lkeft 
on  i  thbis  the  place,  our  bodies  muft  tic^eflfa^' 
r}ly  r«ft  iri  5  hut  wh^  thbu  feeft-  that  eemi^  of 
all  heav;^  Bddka ,  forget<ibt  to  think  ^ho  it  is  ^ 
that  is  thy  proper  Gentre  kad  Refl^^-^fdade  ; 
That's  a  groauina^  bleedittg ,  dyirfg  S^^iour; 
1* hiiik,  O  vy  Scw^^  on^hefenraa]  and  lu:i^urt«' 
oi^s  Men  of  this  VV^rld,  S#hait  pains  :they  takt^ 
to  find  out  t^flt  for  theii^  Soots ;  Me  Sf^ers  ^ 
tfaef  ma*  from  one  HeH!»  ¥&  anokher ;  ai^  yet 
danoor  pui>ge  their  poifob^^'  I  ^e.  th^if '  (di(con« 
tent  aviTBiy ^  they  gtvd  tfasettiielvtis  toWitie^ ,  lay 
Md  00  folly /Omke  thto  great  Woifis/  build 
them  Hetiib/^tantthM  ViiKyards,aiake  them 
Gardens  and  ^Orehardk  ,  '  and  plant  Trees  in  - 
them  of  alF  kind  of  F^mts  y  get  thiem  'Servants 
and  Maidens:^   procure  ample  po&ifions  of 
great  and  Imall  Cattel  ^  gather  Silver  afidGold ,' 
get  them  Men-fingers  and  Wonen- fingers,  and* 
ail  the  delights  of  the  Sons  of  Men  5  ^nd  what-' 
foever  their  eyes  defire ,   they  keep  it  not  from ' 
them,  Ecctejl  7.  ^^  ^  &c.    But  when  with 
the  Syiarites  ,  they  have  roffd  on  Beds  of  Vto- ' 
lets ,  and  tc^ed  their  fancies  from  one  pleafore 
toanoirher,  and  tx>me  to  ftand  on  the  brink  of  a- 
nother  World,  they  find  to  their  forrow,  when ' 
^tis  toolate,^  that  iiereis  not  their  reft,  and  that ' 
fheir  fouls  can  refl;  no  where,  bi;t  where  infinite" 
(atisfa^onktobehad.  eveatnGod,  falefied 
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for  evjsniKire;  God  isthy  reft  iodeed. ;:  Q  my 
Soul  i  and  wt^ea  thou jcjidft  hide  thyi^C  in  fhie 
WQunylsof  thy  Great.  ^ed^mer^tbpiHthj^  thou 
art  fa^and  the  Gatps  pf  {i^ll  are  notable  tp  pie* 
vail  againft  thee. 

Caoft  thou  fee  bo«r :  plentifully,  the  Earcb 
provides  for  M^nkiml^^^aQd  forget; what,  provi* 
bop  God  makes  for  thee.,  that  thf^  may'ft  not 
mifs  of  the  Crown  of  Blightj|a(b|&  hereafter  i 
and  Mfhep^  t)ipu  feeft  hpiir  aXptiing^yi  tk^.  Earth 
produces^,  ipraife  th^ir /CrQatol  in  their,  way,  and 
(hew  foi^b  his  g^ory^  i^  4^n*ft  thou  he  £|lent ».  or 
fbrbeajr'tobe  px^pe^ajly  extolling; th^.good^ 
nei^  of  that;  God>,  that  hath  ^ven  thee  a  tongue 
on  purpole  to  (peak  t\iQfp  praifes,  v^h^rtpf  other 
Creature^  make  but  a^djiMPP^  (hew:  >,  ;  Ttipu/^cft 
how  this  Earth  prp(%^  Gold,  and  S^iyj^fi  and ; 
how  beautiirui the  Q^trppts  are,  op  M^t]^cb  it  in- 
vito her  Inhabitants  tf]^   walk  5  :  4pd  if  this  * 
Earth  befo  sloriousi    what  wiilEksiven  be? 
If  the  Houfe  whiph  God  vouchfafes  cpibis  ene- 
mies be  (b  fpienplid,  vj^t^at  ,wili  bis  own  Palace  be^ 
Wher6  ijobe  hut  himjfelf  and  bis.  fervanis  (halL 
dwell  for  ever  }    If  the  outward  Cp^rt  be  (a 
magniBcent ,  what  muft  the  Pcefenipe,  chamber  - 
of  the  tijng  of  kings  be.^.'  Jf  Gold  an4  Silver,  ^ 
by  their  glittering  ^  dazle,  the  eyes,  c^fpe^ators 
here  5  What  will  the  ifca^ifical  Pre^nce  of  Al^ 
mighty  G^  do ,  whif^ ,is.;^yppd' alj^'^tlie  (htne 
and  luftFe  that  GoU^.  ^n^  pi^e^iousr  Stp^es^^ 
aifordy  .  -^  ..''..'. 

froGQ  the^artb ,  Qmy  $cii44  |^99b<q9t  Ui-i : 

'    ^      -\       •  -    -^     ••     -  ^ 


to  the  Wiiterss-  How  uieful  are  the  Leflbns,  fug- 
gelled  to  thee  by  ibis  Element  i  Canft  thou  Ibok' 
upon  Water  ^^  ^nd  not  re3ed  on  the  Grace  oF 
God,  wluciv hath  appeared  to  all  Men  ?  how  this 
Waihes  the  Souh  of  Believers  from  alllfilthinefd  ^ 
both  of  E^leih  and  Spirk  5  how  k  quenches  the 
fiFC  offinfol  Lufts  in  Men  i  how  it  takes  aWay 
Mens  iihirft,  and  greedinefs ,  after  ihefe  fubkina^ 
ry  comforts  v  how  it  cools  the  Soul  under  the 
greateft  beat  of  nii(ery ;  how  k  naakes  many  of 
ooemuidy  as  the  innumerable  Atomesof  FIdwer 
go  together  in  Water ,  to  make  up  one  Loaf  of 
Bread,  and  unites  MtllionsofMen,  under  one 
Head,  the  Lord  Jefits  Cbrift.  Behold  the  Springs^' 
and  Fountains^  which,  I  ike  Pearls',  adorn  the^ 
curious  Fabrick  of  the  Earth  ;  Canft  thou  call; 
(heoi  Fountains^  and,  Doth  not  that  name^put* 
thee  in  mind  df  the  Fountain  of  Life,  the  Foun- 
tain  of  Wifdom ,  the  FountaVn  of  living  Wa-^ 
ters ,  'and  the  Fountain  open^d  for  the  Houfe  of 
Judd  and  Jerufukm^  for  Sin  and  for  Unclean* 
nefs  /  do  but  think  what  liches  Bow  from  that 
eyeriaftiQg  Spring  !  Thy  God  is  the  very  Foun«^ 
tain  of  all  Beings^  in  him>nd  tohim,and  through 
him  are  all  things ;  he  depends  on  no  Caufes,  he 
hach  need  of  naafiiilance,  nothing  can  hurt 
him,  but  all  tbingsrdepend  upon  hiih  s  he  is  the* 
beginoing  of  all  things,  without  a  beginnings  the 
end  iwi:hout  end  ;  the  great  Caufe  without  a 
caufeiS'  infinite,!  uolimked,  immenre,  and  incom- 
prditR^le:  K.drfc&  thy  felf^  O  my  Soul,in  this 
p^yer-^diog,  smdineiikiuftible  Fountain  v  ^d^ 
;//,..  Bb  mke 
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mire  bf ro»  ferve  Iho,  love  him,  dffire  bim,  da^ 
^(^  9)1  other  cliiiigsin  cofaparifonof  hini)  for  be 
^loQ«  can  fiipply  all  ihy  wants  and  Decefliiic8,ooiH 
^n%  thy  dSh&\(m%  here,  and  fill  thee  wkb  ever* 
laQtng  a)mrc»^t  hereafter. 

lilt  It  wonderfoUy  fupport&  Ibfeii  under  a& 
Qfl&¥xn9 ,  for  our  tmpaiience  lies  in  our  miiids , 
afid  ivhere  the  diies^ie  begtm,  ther^  itt  fit  the 
c^re  QiQukl  begin )  hiu»  Whkh  W9y  fhould  the 
W^  be  cur*d  ,  but  by  CoDfldention  >  k  s  tbii 
p»j^  anfwer  all  ihe  objedioos  that  Fk(b  and 
libitd  Tugge^k  to  the  Mtnd^  itathbcaiift^ 
^fige  aU  th^  argomeots  j  which  feem  to  jikftifie 
9qtr  ni\irii)ur&  agatofl:  the  di£mal  providence  vm 
Gsij^et  withal  5  and  the  thoughts  which  eaufe  ooi 
difeonteot »  oAifl:  be  expell'd  by  thoughts  of  our 
4cG9erits,  and  Cods  )afl:ice  ^  and  wkbout  all 
peradventure,  that  Man  (hall  be  able  tabear  his 
tribulation  better  ,  that  thus  reaibns  the  caib 
%iith  lumfelf ,  Why  art  thou  ca(t  down  »  Oi&}P 
Sm\  >  and  »  Why  art  thou  fe  ctifquieted  wkhia 
vm  i  Hath  thy  God  a  hand  in  thisaiBidion ,  ot 
hmh  Bie  not  ?  if  he  hath  not ,;  Whete  is  hiiPro^ 
Yidence  i^  if  he  bath  ,  Why  doflt  thou  grumUe  i» 
Qotbnot.thy  Godknow  better »  whatjseapot 
dient  for  their,  than  thy  felf  ^  Is  he  all  wife,  aad 
Doth  not  he  know  what  Medicine  are 'findk 
for  i^hce  }-  Thou  art  his  Creature  ^  and  ^  ]M|ay 
myt:  he  do.  with  his  own  what  he  pleaka  ?)  tlwiu 
hftft  iinadagfliiaik  hin^,  and  Mul^  not  be  oonefli 
ifhee?  thou baflf  a^ronted hifn>»  and^  M(a&iH»| 
he  uie  his  Biod  ?  tluuiuA^fbiifllK^  hiniy'  and  , 
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Mvft  not  he  Qlfiw.  his  d^otetidid  agakift  thy  io^ 

grautude./   (Etoft  ntt  thoa  cww^  thy  Qnld 

when  bt  is  flmbbdin  ?  and  ,  Doft  tbour  kt  tlry 

SetvMit  2p  without  chidiaig  j  that  dotb  negteft 

f bfi  bu&ut  tkm  baft  raaaouneisded  to  bis  c^? 

liiifif  be,  ihdiihaft  ficcv'd  thy  Cod,  and  led  a  Ib^ 

bcr  Jiic  4  hm^  Was  it  abfeibUiamekii ,  thae  it 

b«i  00  defeftsi^  aiid^  Nfoft  aflatbofe  dcfcd»  eo- 

^kitt  that  fiery  Try^d  ^  that  4Jiey  may  be  buf at 

^w«y  ii  Ebft  then  leocivU  the  good  at  tbe  hand 

0f  tike  Lwd^  aad^  fliahi  not  tboa  receive  tbe  e- 

vilaifi}^  Hoir  kxig  htth  Ood  (pared  thee,  who 

aiigjbA  k>iig  af^  have  poured  oat  tbe  viais  of  hb 

wradb^opta  tbee  >  Haftnoc  thoa  rcafoa  toihaok 

bfoticardiiaftift^tfaee,  but  now,  wboft^bt 

Immdoiw  it itiodi  fiiooer?  Alas !  Wl^  flioui^ 

thois  duok  he  docbdMfe  wcrimg)  by  fending  ibis 

^MA^  upm  dhoB^  who  baft  deferved  noi  Mi  thafi 

DtiDintion>    Are  not  Etod&  gender  tbaii  Scov- 

pbnis  >  and,  Dnops;  oi  Oods  anga*  aioie  toleran 

bkr^y  dttnrflemdsioPfani  di%leafiire>  cbou^  art  in 

pniu^  but 9  WhkbtIn»fM»HcttfmV  tbaaart 

ifr  tonDenias^  but ,  Whae.is  tbis  to  tik^  h^ 

Ittctt  tbr  unhappy  Sptriis^  in  tbe  buarmng  iJ^ 

^ndnie^    Hoir  gKat  ai  Mercy  is  k,  that  it  is  net 

inotlkwitlttfaee^  Tbe  Waters  of  M^r^^  which 

an  Irm:  t&  the  A»dlc9  Qfiir  y   Howfbon  nigbt 

OaA  iocreafr  iheinia  tbe  Kneels,   and  make 

tktm  %Mimr,tii^€mtkin(mb€fafid&wrif  attd 

be  ibstt:  doib  but  feoMM  Mii^ 

IttrTbtmdee/  GndUer,  Onvf  Soui\  tftbnast 

tttt  eaifdto  Ftofccniaiii  to^Gibbtts^  to  rb«i  to 
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the  Sword,  to  Qridirohs,  toiwild  Beads ,  as  the 
Marty  rs  of  old  were :  If  thou  ^oompiam  ft  now , 
What  wouldft  thou  do,    if  tfaotl  wert  call'd  to 
Martyrdom  }  Look  upon  jfe/St/,  the  Author, and 
Captain  of  thy  Salvation,  who  was  made  perfed 
throiigh  fu&rings :  Art  thou  better  than  the  Son 
pf  Ood  ?  look  upon  the  Aperies,  look  upon  the 
Primitive  SakttS  that  were  torn  afunder,  ftoned , 
<l39in  with  the^wbrd,  wandi-ed  about  in  Sheep- 
sj^tns^^nd  Goat-sktns,  were  deftttute,tor[Dentea^ 
affljided^i  and,Art  thou  a  greater  Saint  than  they  ? 
'Why  (hould'ft  thou  expeft  better  dealing  s^ 
Cod's  hands,  than  they  ^  tbavi  art  not  alooe  in 
Mifery,  thou  haft  whole Aribtesof  Holy  Men  to 
b^ar  thee  company  ^  Canft  thou  look  upon  yon- 
der Heaveti ,  itnd  repine  /  :  Canft  thou  behold 
that  Glory,  which  God  hath  prepared  for  thee, 
and  think  much  of  thefe  fiery  Tnals  >  the  hopes 
of  a  Kingdom  makes  a  Captive  Prince .  merry , 
though  he  is  in  Prifon  ^  and.  Shall  not  the  hopes 
of  yonder  joyes ,  keep  thy  heart  from  Gnkm^  f 
When  a  Socrates  can  chearfuUy  fubmit  to  the 
un)vft  Sentence  of  the  Aih^nians^  upon  no  other 
account  but  this,becaufe  it  was  God  s  wiii^  Sbak 
thou^whparta  Cbnftian,lie  frettjoglat  Ay  troo- 
b]e,a^  if  thou  meant'ft  to  refift  and  controulGod's 
will?    Wilt  not  thougiveCodleave  toule  that 
priviledgein  his  great  Houle,  the  World,  whidi 
evf  ry  Peafant  u(e$  in  his  Cottage ,  arid  lay  mhaxs 
burthens  he  pleafes on  his  Servants/.  %all  he 
fay,.  Stiller  thontldl  Afflid'toA  5  and  wilt  tfacAi  J 
anfw^i:,  with  that  Ill-natur'd  Son  mJ^  Go- 
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ipeU  I mff  not  J^LookS^  my  Sbvl^ook  upon  the 
beoefit  ibou  wilt  receive  by  this  proyidehce^ihou 
waft  proud  before,  ftay  a  wMe^aud  this  calainity 
will  make  thee  hucnble  ^  thou  didft  defpife. thy 
Ood  before^have  a  little  patieiice^aad  this  trouble 
will  drive  thee  hence  to  thy  Fathers  houfe  ^  thou 
4idft  play  with  the  bread  thy  Father  gave  thee  , 
this  crofs  will  teach  thee  how  to  prixe.it  ^  tho  i 
didft  tjTjaft  too  much  to  thine  owp  ftrength  5  th  s 
calan^ity  will  make  thee  relye  altogether  upon 
hioi ,  who  bath  promisd  to.be  thy  refuge,  thy 
hiding  place,  thy  fortrefs ,  thy  deliverer ,  thy 
ftrong  Tower ,  and  the  horn  of  thy  falvarion^: 
Cod  knows  what  thou  wantefl:,and  how  thy  wants 
muft  be  fupplyed^  He  fees  prdiperity  would  un^ 
do  thee^  he  therefore  takes  it  away,  and,  Hke  a 
tender  Father,cric$,D(?  thyfilfm  barm  v  Hp  fees 
fuch  a  blefling  would  make  thee  furfeit^  he  t,here^ 
fore  wifely  prevents  thy  difeafe  by  deprivingthee 
of  that  Mercy  5   He  fees  fuch  a  comfort  would 
be  but  a  Knife  ,  or  Sword  in  thy  hand ,  and  kiH 
thee  \  be  therefore  fnatches  it  away,  becaufe  be 
would  preferve  thee  from  Eternal  ruine  >  he  fees 
thou, art  too  much  in  love  with  this- World  ,  he 
therefore  embitters  thy  fwe^t  mc^rfek  ,  to  xmkj^ 
thee  weary  of  this  barren  wildernefs,  and  in  love 
with  thajt  Kingdom  which  fades  not  away.   Dofl 
thou  blame  aPhyfician,  ^caufehe  gives  hts  Pa<- 
tient  a  bitter  potior^  ?  and,  Wilt  (hou  blame  thy 
.God,for  not  pleafuringthy  pallate  with  dainties.^ 
'  which  would  encreafe  thy  diftemper  ?  Wouldft 
^hou  follow  thy  Saviour  in  Sun-(btne.ooly^  and 
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fMM:  ^  witli  him  into  the  OBrdin<y(Qeii^imimA!f 
Would'ft  thou  inberit  his  ikbvm  of  Gtorf ; 
without  wearaig  hh  Crown  <tf  Thmns  hitr  f 
Wouldft  thoa  w  widt  him  on  Mount  T^r  oti- 
iy^d  noc  acconifiaiif  him  to  Qii^baf  Woutdit 
thtiu  be  about  faiiii  only,  when  he  ridti  inM^ 
umfb  into  Jarujakm,  und  fol:&ke  hkn  in  the  De^ 
fart  ^  Wouldft  thou  folbw  hiai  only  vrhile  the 
Lckives  d0  Ufi^  aod  abandon  htfli  when  ie^wtwtf 
hread  for  tl^  mukitude  >  Wouldft  thou  owd 
him  only  when  Menory  Hsjama,  and  run  away 
from  him,  when  they  cry  out,  Cpufi^  *i>?  VVilt 
ihoii  eat  of  the  fame  Bread  he  doth,  and  1^0 1 
drink  of  his  Ciff  too  ^  God  would  fav<e  thee  l^ 
that  burthen  which  ties  upoii  thee  i  and,  DoR 
ihou  prefer  a  little  froth  before  an  Eternal 
weight  of  Bkflednefs  >  Hadft  thou  rathi!r  enjoy 
thy  good  things  here,  than  lye  with  La&arHx  m 
Atmhafftj  bofom  >  God  fees  thou  canft  not  be 
happy  without  this  affliftion  ;  and ,  Wt!t  thou 
prefer  living  dertdoufly  for  a  few  days,  before 
the  rich  Banquet  God  bath  prepar*d  for  he  fii- 
vourites  in  Paradije  i  O  my  Soul ,  its  but  a 
little  while  yet ,  and  thy  Prifon  will  be  dig- 
ged into  a  Palace,  thy  Poverty  into  Eternal 
Riches ,  thy  Bondage  into  perfed  Liberty ,  thy 
Petlecution  into  endlefs  Joys ,  thy  moummg 
Songs  into  Halleluiahs ,  thy  Sorrow  into  Rivers 
of  Delight.  Alas  I  What  is  a  Prifon  >  God*i 
Prefence  can  make  it  a  Heaven  \  Wally  caqhot 
keep  out  the  Smiles  and  glory  of  the  Higheft  \ 
What  b  Powrty  ?  it  mayconlift  whh  being 
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jGddi  JeVB^el }  and^  he  tfadt  liit6  nothing  in  (hk 
World  t6  booft  bf ,  may  bnvc  ^h  ihcorruptUide 
Q^wa  to  laf  hold  of,  and  lie.reaHy  Hchtt^  thrni 
;the  weahhieft  of  Mankkid.  WbdC  are  fldisdi^rf 
lAid  reproKbes^  tfaeyeaonot  hurt  tlie  Soul , 
whatever  injury  they  iiity  do  the  Body  %  they 
court  ibmetioies  from  Men^  Whofe  Tongue  ts  no 
(kad^  S  and^  while  thoa  irt  innocent  to  the 
%bt  of  God  9  thon  Att  i  Croti^fi  ^fGhfy  Ar  rib  > 
bahd  rftbe  Lard^md  d  RojJtl  DUdet^  in  tbi  bMd 
loftfyUod )  and  if  fo ,  How  Itttfe  need^ft  thdu 
matter  the  good  otnnion ,  aitd  (ifleem  of  tVfeH  , 
e(pcidUy  wheniby  itlhocenc^  {ball  be  prodaiiM^d 
oneda^,in  the  Ears  of  the  Whole  World.  Whiic 
b  perfecntion  }  iai  Clocrd^  which  foon  pafiles  k- 
Way,  and  he  that  chearfuif^  ehdarei  it,  ffi^t  is 
his  reward  in  HeaVe64  Defp<iir  not  ^  O  iAy 
Soul,  thou  bo^  to  deal  with  a  t3od,  wh&wiU  14y 
nd  more  up6n  thee  than  thou  art  abffe  to  b^iil* , 
but  with  the  temptation  vVillmdk^  away  to  ef- 
cape,  that  thou  mayKi:  be  ffble  to  bdar  it  5  tffle 
that  doth  notafflid;  the  Children  of  Men  witHng- 
ly  ^  one  that  will  c:ertainly,  if  thou  obftrUd  h^c 
hk  operation  by  thy  unbelief  t,  (6  Order  thy  i^lfe- 
r^  ,  that  a  moft  glorious  Spring  and  8umHitr 
(hall  follow  ic. 

May  be  thy  troubles  are  altogethi^r  SpiHtUbt , 
afid  thou  doft  riot  jco)n|^in  fo  mutih  V*  btenuTe 
diou  art  deCktttute  of  outward  t>oi1veni^<ie^l :  bs 
becaufeihyiOod  is  depafttd  ff om  thee':  ^il^ep 
feo^  ^1^  thy  (ins  iifflidi  i^hxKs  thbii  #}(l  l^e 
wrath  of  Ood  hoveritig-  over  f hie «  mi  436d 
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>hid^$  ^fs  face  frcmi  thee ,  thoa  art  afraid  tfeoti 
*:^dbfl^  oot.  bdong  to  him  ^   thou  (eeft  fiot  tby 
J  former  tokens  ,-  noir  feelft  thbfe  gracious  infikr- 
9-ences.  I  .which  forcnetly  water 'd  and  enriched  a)I 
,  thy  faeviUiea^  ., hut. haft  thou  fuch  low  conceits 
of  the  everlafting' kiodnefs.pf  thy  God  i  O  my 
.Soul!    why  (bod  W(SitBou  believe  he  hath  for- 
fakca  thee ,  when  toe  doih  give  thee  daily  ^  refti- 
monies  of  his  k)ve  >    What  greater  affurance 
canft  thou  have  of  Gods  k)ve  to  thee,    Ibd  of 
Chrift's, kind* thoughts  towards  thee  ,  than  thy 
.  wearinefe  of  fin  >  .  Haft  not  thou  heard  thy  Sa- 
viour call  ,  Cometomty  all  ye  tb^t  ar^  weary  and 
heavy  Ja^en  ,   aitdJ  will  give  ye  reft  ?     A  rt  not 
thQtt  weaty  of  iniquity  ?     Hadft  not  thoa  ra- 
ther be  rid  of  thattmrihen ,   than  keep  it,^    if 
thou  art. not  heartily refolv'd to. part  with  it, 
Why  doft  thoa  )c€in plain  ^    What  makes^thee 
cry  QUt^  0  wretched  creatftrt  that  I  aw,  vphofirall 
d&lheri  m  fro f^  the  body  of  thisMeath  ?     What 
makes )fheewi(fa  ,  that  what  thou  haft  done  a- 
.  gain(l^(5od,  were  undone  ?    What  makes  th^ee 
waid^v^f  offending  God  ^     Why  doft  thou 
Wi^f;/     Why  doft  thou  watch againft  thy  cor- 
r^uptions  i?     Wh^it:  makes  thee  angry  with  thy 
jfelf  for  diipleafing  God  /?     What  -makes  thee 
'  breatlie  •iJfid  pant  after  Ghrift  ,  as  the  wounded 
H^iit;:  pants  after  »the  .Watei-rbrooks  .<*    What 
piijkeftCbrift  (b  fweet,  and  fin  fo  tntter  to  thte/ 
.What  tqj^kes  thee.>afharo'd  of  looking  up  to 
Heftji^llr^  Whence  is  it,  that  allthe  preferment 
;  ^d  ^I(l|i^x>f  this  world  cannoitempt  thee  to 
^  '  fin 
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fin  ^^ilfdlty  ?  whence  is  it  that  tho\j  ddighreft 
not  in  the  company  of  rinrtcrs  ;  bat  th^^deligbt 
is  chiefly  in  them  that  fearifte  Lbtcf  •«?;'. If^th^fe 
bt  notfigrii  of  Grace-,  who*  charaft^r  of  mer- 
'-^y  w6uld*ft  thou  have  ^^   Hath  not  ih^  'God 
f feid  ,  that  He'H  love  tfhbfeU hat  do  *l6ve  ^mi 
-M  thduWftt)itti  not  V  why  art  tho«->*ft1efs  tiM 
thou  eiijoyeft •  hiift  ?  if  Ihdu  loVeft  Wm  ilot^ 
•  why  <fo(t  thiau  defire  hifti  f?    why  art  thou  'wil* 
rHngto  fdllbw' him  through  mifery  ;  Mnd  the 
-gr^ateft  troubl(?s ,    to  be  fbi*  ever  v&ith  hirp  ? 
'-rhouhaft  infirfrtities  to  Wr^ftle  withal,  *fit  lidth 
not  thy  God  f>rotliisUthee  ,  <^hat  hv^H  ^uifc 
-Satan  under  thy  fettffedrtJf?    thdd  (Janft^  not 
-Vdtalty  nftftei'  fuch  a  corruption ',  buf'dttft'not 
5  thou  fight  ^gSinft  it  .«*  :thou  meeteft  wftb'  tem- 
ptations, butddft  not'tb^Su  grapplcf  withih^mi? 
Sfttah  follows  thee,    but ^^feft'rtbt  thou  fefift 
him  ?   thy  t^dUfcience  ten^Rds' thee  ,    but  haft 
-not  thou  the  Crofs  ofGhrift  to  Aid  lO/    If 
'  God  had  s^  Aitnd  to  ki^l  *he6  ;    would  he  have 
•^ftewn  thee  allUHefe  thitlgsf /^'II^God  w^re  gone 
from  thee.   Would  not  his ^iMt  Ifegonfetooi? 
if  thouhaftAildt'the  SpirttofGod  ^  what  eiean 
thy  longings  after  God  2?    what  m^ns  thy  love 
to  -a  Spirituallifei?    why  ddlt  thou  ^ray  (o 
earneftly  for  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  .<?    why  art 
thou  altogether  if^r  a  clean  heart ,   aftd  for  re- 
newing of  a  right  Spirit' within  the*  ?   are^fiO't 
/thefe  figns  that  Gods  Spitit  Warms  thy  «ffe^ 
^dns ,  and  thakts  infefce(Qoil$  for  thee  with 
•|roanings  which  canhot  be  uttered  ?  Godfee&is 
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to  go  away^  that  th^a  may'ft  erjr  Aoreeamefify 
after  him  ^  and  douds  fais  comfimg^^  chat  thoa 
nay 'ft  fue  for  them  with  greater  impor(uQky  $ 
be  lets  thee  fink  a  little ,  that  thou  may'ft  ci^ 
iinth  a  louder  votoe ,  Lird ,  faw  tHt^cr  elfi  I 
peri/b  ^  md  falls  afletp  m  the  Ship ,  that  tbdu 
may'ft  take  the  greater  paios  to  wake  him.  He 
fees  thou  grow'ft  weary  of  his  favour ,  he  thcM- 
fore  darkens  it  ^  that  thou  may'(k  be  at  (bme 
trouble  to  recover  it  ^  and  having  recover  d  it , 
let  a  greater  price  upon't  5  he  withdraws  him- 
felf  for  a  while ,  that  at  his  return  thy  joy  may 
be  fuller  5  and  bids  hiigi^cious  influences  ftopa 
while ,  that  when  they  flow  in  upon  thee  agaio, 
they  may  fill  aU  thy  faculties  with  greater  glad- 
nefi ;  thott  canft  not;  jperfbriQ  thy  Duties  with 
that  alacrity  and  cheavnihieis  thou  defireft^  fa^t 
haft  not  thoureafiki  to  ble&  God  «  that  thou 
do'ftin  good earaeft  ddke  to  do  betcer  >  was 
Heaven  purchased  in  a  moment^ .  or  (in  goq- 
quet'd  in  an  hour, )  is  not  the  way  to  life  a  ractt , 
where  men  muft  ran  00  till  they  mach  the^  mark  > 
Go  on  %  O  my  Soui.^  go  on  i  the  farther  thou 
proceedeft  in  Gods  ways^  the  fweeter  thou 
wilt  6nd  them  i  tlie  .more  thdu  ftriveft ,  the 
liiore  thcjMi  It  conquer  ^  and  the  oftiler  thou 
doft  addrefs  thy  felf  to  God  ^  the  more  fhy 
dul(i$fs(  and  wearineft  will  ;vafi|i(h^  and  the 
mor<^  th€^u  lookeft  upon  the  everlaftiqg  re- 
compence »  the  greater  mind  tb^u  wilt  have 
to  go  on  from  ftrragth  to  ftieAgth.  O  tty 
Soul  y  hope  in  God  ^  for  I  (hall  yetpraife  him , 
vii  who 


tchois  the  \ietkh  of  arf  couttteftatice ',  and  my 

IV.  h  tt^ojes  a  mmii  be  dt»c¥tbf  rbctiij^ 
iffiht  Lord's  Supftr.  Itideed  i  do  fiot  fee  hoi«% 
tvithoutk,  a  mail  can  receive  My  benefit  by  that 
.  bkfled  Sacrament :  For  it  being  an  Odinafice  <!tS 
figncdichiefty  to  impregnate  the  Soul  with  tery 
Hfcrong  longings  and  breathing  after  a  crucifted 
jSaviout ,  trith  a  deep  fenfe  oFthciflOompitihcfl^ 
fiblelove  of  Ood  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  with  ear* 
neft  rerduttons  to  love  and  t>bey  him,  before 
all  the  dnftaces  of  ftelh  and  bkx)d ,  and  of  onr 
carmlintercft,  it  is  not  to  be  conceived, /which 
way  the  Sod  (hould  arrive  to  all  this ,  withoiif 
eonfiderthg  the  end,  nature,  and  advantages  tjf 
this  Sacrament  5  and  H^s  prqbaHe ,  a  man  may 
then  be  affeSed  with  thi$  fuWtme  myftery,whtn 
he  rouzes  his  Soul^  fome  Inch  way  as  this ,  Doft 
thou  rightly  underftand,  O  my  Soul,  what  this 
great  and  tremendous  Orditiance  means  ?  Be- 
hold, thou  art  going  to  feaft  with  that  God,  whd 
firetches  out  the  Ixavcfis  tiks  ^  curtain  ,  Md  tayf 
the  beams  of  his  chambers  in  the  waters  j  andmakfs 
the  do$ids  his  chariots ,  and  rideth  npan  the  nringi 
of  the  wind.  What ,  feaft  with  to  glorious  a 
Uod ,  and  come  without  a  Wedding  gartnent> 
Sup  with  him  ^  who  dwelleth  in  the  Hearem,! 
and  not  purifie  thyfitfetien  as  be  is  pm^  Can 
two  walk  together  except  they  be  agreed  >  whit 
feUowfhip  hath  righteoufhe6  with  nniighteoui^ 
DeG?and  what  communion  hath  lijght  whh  dark- 
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I  what  concord  hath  Chrifl:  with  Be/f  4// 
what  agreement  hath  the  Temple  of  God  with 
Idols  ?  This  is  the  great  Ordinance ,  O  my  Soul , 
which  maft  either  promote  thy  everlaftii^  hap- 
ptnefs )  or  aggravate  thy  everlaflnng  condemna- 
tion s  how  happy  may 'ft  thou  be,  if  this  Sacra- 
ment charms  thee  into  a  fervent  love  to  thy 
dear  Redeemer  ?  but  how  wilt  thou  eicape ,  if 
thou  negled  fo  great  falvation?  Here  are  the 
greateft  engagements ,  the  greateft  motives  to  a 
life,  as  becomes  the  Gofpel  of  Cbrift  %  here  God 
adjures  thee  ( to  u(e  the  words  of  the  Church  ) 
bj  Chrift*j  agony  and  bloody  faeat^  by  his  crofsand 
pajjion^  by  bis  death  and  burial ,  to  buxy  thy  un- 
clean defires.,  and  inordinate  afFedions ,  and 
to  dedicate  thy  felf ,  and  all  thou  haft ,  to  his 
iervice.  Here  is  reprefented  the  greateft  love 
that  ever  was  vouchfafed  to  men  ^  here  the  Son 
of  God  appears  all  bloody  to  fright  thee  from 
thy  (ins  ^  here  Chrift  is ,  as  it  were ,  crucified 
before  thine  eyes,  that  remembring  what  it  was 
that  brought  him  to  bis  Crofs,  thou  ma/ji  wourn^ 
as  oHe  that  mourns  for  his  onlyfon.  Here  Chrift 
appears  laden  with  all  the  blemngs  of  Heaven  5 
here  the  everJafting  Trinity  feems  to  ufe  itsut- 
moft  endeavours  to  perfwade  thee  into  a  hea- 
venly converfation  :  here  the  defert  of  fin  is  dil^  ^ 
covered  in  the  wounds  and  torments  of  an  infi- 
nite God  5  and  hither  thou  comeft^  O  my  Soul, 
tp  renew  thy  Baptifmal  vow  5  hither  thou  corn- 
eft  to  enter  into  a  folemn  Covenant  with  God  , 
and  faithfully  to  promife  him  to  refign  thy  (elf 
r     .  entirely 
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entirely  to  him  5   to  fall  out  with  Urn  no  more , 
to  defile  thy  gaftnents  no  more  5  to  difhonour  ^ 
to  betray  him  no  more  5  to  be  faithful  to  him  ^ 
to  vindicate  his  glory ,  to  efteem  his  friends  as 
thy  friends,  and  his  enemies  as  thy  enemies  $'  and 
to  live  up  to  thofe  Laws  which  he  hath  fealed 
with  his  own  blood :  to  this  end,  thou  eateft  of 
his  Bread  9  arid  drinkeft  of  his  Wine)   andt;hus 
thou  fealeft  the  Covenant.    Doft  not  thou  re- 
member i  O  my  Soul  \  how  the  world  was  Idft 
by  eating  of  the  forbidden  Tree  ^    Behold,  by 
eating  of  this  Tree  of  Life ,  thou  {halt  be  faved 
for  ever  ;    in  the  breaking  of  the  Coffficrated 
Breads  thou  feeft,  how  Chrift's  Body  was  broke 
for  thee ;  in  pouring  out  of  the  HaUwdWine  ^ 
thou  feeft,  how  Chrift  s  Blood  was  fpilt  for  thee;- 
when  the  bdly  Bread  is  reached  out  to  thee,  thou 
(eeft  Chrift  reaching  out  his  crucified  Body  to 
thee,  that  thou  may*(l  fee  in  his  hands  the  frint 
of  the  nails ,  and  put  thy  finger  into  the  frint  of 
his  nails  ,  and  thrufl  thine  hand  into  hisjide^  and 
Ihelter  thy  felf  under  that  wounded  and  mang< 
led  Body,  againft  the  wrath  and  indignation  of 
God.    When  the  Sacred  Wine  is  given  thee , 
thou  feeft  how  Cbriflr  offers  thee  his  Blood  for 
the  remiifion  of  thy  fins.    Canft  thou  behold 
fo  great  a  love,  and  not  lo(e  thy  reafon  in  th6 
admiration  of  its  greatnefs?    wheq  thou  feeft 
fucfa  condefcenfion ,   fuch  kindnels ,  fuchconr- 
paffioD,  O  canft  thoii  forbear  crying)out,  O  my 
Lord  I  what  do  I  fee  ^  what  mean  thefe  longings 
of  Aln^ty  God  after  nqr- k^ffifleft  >  wm 

means 
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ine»iu  (bit  iiicNitJcy  oT  thn  'vawm^\MaSkA» 
B^iogi^tQ  he  9C  aU  %\m  dtaife  aod  patoe  to  laakc 
me  bU0cd  i    God  9  tb^t  nig^t  fport  bimicif 
witbmf  ever}(^iiigg;rDa(it,  what  need  behave 
care4  «^ib«r  I  viere  (dved  oc  no  ^  Cod,  who 
cm  be  tt»ppy  wHbQiit  compaiiy  ,  wd  speeds  no 
iJQciety  Uui  bi^  owa  )  whence  is  ic  «   thtt  this 
QU|^]f  Cod  bnn)IMes  biivi^lf  tbv»  to  daft  and 
a(bes^  jby^  Mid«  his  R,<^«CCl!ory»  aod  wooes 
ooe  to  b?  ecHtteitt  co  lie  foi  evtv  io  bis  Arai»  and 
Bofoqi  i^  wo^ld  fip  «itber  i csaedy  fecve  turn  to 
reaver  wt^  Im  the  d^tfai  oi  the  SfW  «f  Qod  ^ 
God }  Qd  whofe  t«ws  I  have  trampled »  whofi; 
Awbpc'Hy  I  bdveOif^ted,  wbc4c(  proaiifianid 
tbtettiuop  I  have  i^etvaliied  i  th«t  be  (hdiiU 
be  tbvt«  coQisemd  ior  oy  wf Ifiure,  ^nd  contrive 
b««r  to  advance  me  ^otoClofyt  andcoiitrive  k 
by  ixKh  fln>peiidou9  tveaos  too !   WtU  Cod  M* 
&r,  that  I  may  ooc  i"  ^'%\i  rbe  Eternal  dk»  tbaft  f 
may  not  fall  a  fvey  to»  the  fecood  deat  b  i*  wiU 
Cod  becrownid  with  ibomstbat  I  niay  vearaa 
itKorrvpiibU;  Crown-  of  glory  ^  w^  Qod  be 
avowed*  $b«s'4  aod  fcorad,  that  I  may  labcric 
g^ry ,a^d  botaoi4r«.  9Qd  tmaortadity  ;f  what  mao- 
oer  oC  love  is  tb'«  i  >rbefe  is  th«  fpHR^of  ir  ^ 
wbiit'9  the  iaopdiGve  cm>lk  oCit:^  bovi  rattof  om- 
racl«s.  i»  every  ciiicaQAimce  here  ^  bow  pfe«(att 
i^thiscoBteqaifilatiod  i?  What  I  Qod bmer a  Bflkhe 
Hmc  49d  eaitbi  ^  Qti^  Gqdf.howiiKinderfelli 
thy  iove  ^  i(  is  alii  Qfxm  i  bcr«  ia  {vxAdqik:  utlqt 
oiy  fi^oaf^aftoiiiflKd  at  it.O  ys  tie»t*m»A 
MumbUjPkikm^Mt:  ibftEMOil^ teiketfe 

Creator 
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Creator  of  Heaven  and  Earth ,  floops  to  a  mi* 
6f  able  Ci eatore  f  the  God ,  who  fills  Heaven 
and  Earth  with  his  Prefence ,  bows  down  to  a 
foor  inconfiderabl^  Worm !  he  that  fits  on  the 
Circle  of  the  Earth ,  and  before  whom  all  the 
Inhabitams  of  the  Earth  are  as  Graflioppers  ^ 
humbles  hfmielf  to  take  notice  of  a  poor  few* 
lorn  Wretch  5  Here  is  love  indeed.  St^y  t^e 
vritb  fia^ims ,  comfort  me  with  appJis  3  my  head 
grows  ^ddy  with  the  Precipice:  here  is  an 
^yfiolJove,  which  I  caqnot  fathom)  my 
head  fwims  at  the  fi^ht  of  it  s  Senfe  can  (wnm 
me  with  itotbifig  like  it ,  I  am  filenc'd  3  here  is 
a  loye  anfwers  all  arguments  that  are  brought 
for  going  on  in  fin.  Help  me  ,  O  thou  blefled 
S(Hrit  5  help  me  ^  O  thou  who  art  fairer  than  the 
Children  of  Nfcn  5  help  me  ^  thou  who  art  all 
Love  and  Life  5  help  me  to  admire  thy  love. 
In  this  love  are  a  thoinand  charms  3  in  this  love 
are  omnipotent  enlbrdves  to  love  God  above  all 
the  world.  Run ,  O  my  Soul ,  run  into  this 
Banqueting*  hoofe ,  the  Banner  jyhereof  is  love. 
Is  it  &^  and  muft  thou  have  perim'd ,  and  been 
undone  £or  ever ,  if  the  Son  of  God  bad  not 
eome  in  the  Flefh ,  and  expiated  thy  crimes,  and 
doib  not  Akaighty  love  deferve  thy  love  >  fee 
bow  rke  ambttk>us  love  the  appbuie  of  men  ^ 
and  wilt  n^t  thou  love  him  who  is  brighter  than 
the  Sun  ^  See  how  the  rich  RKin  is  enamoured 
with  his  ftaiely  Palace ,  and  canft  not  thoo  love 
him ,  who  hath  done  that  for  thee  5  which  no 
Friend,  no  Money,  ix>43oldrno*8ilvercoul4 

have 
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have  purchased ,  it^z.  reconciled  thee  to  an^of^ 
fended  :Qod  ^  wiU  .thou  (light  this  love  ,  and 
hop&jto  go  uapun'^lbi'd  i^  wile  thou  make  this 
love  a>rc4ige  for  wilful  fin!> ,  and  hope  £br  the 
light  of  Chtiftscoumenatice  ^  wiUm>t  he,  v^ho 
loved  thtf^  beyond  all  pcecedeots  and  examples, 
doable  j^nd  treble  \m  indigoatioa  upon  thee  5 
if  tbls^  love  cannot  melt  thee  into  a  truly  Spiri- 
tual lib  ^  Could  the  Devils  but.  have  fiich  ao 
offer, ,  pf  .being  partakers  of  the  love  of  Chrift, 
how  would  they  rejoyce  and  triumph,  and  love,* 
and  honour »  and  obey  their  God  again,  as  once 
they  did  when  they  were  inhabitants  of  Heaven ! 
and  wilt  thou  be  worfe  than  a  Devil,  and  fpurn 
at  that  Love  v;hich  Angels  (land  adomfli'd  at  ^ 
Were  it  thine  own  cafe,  O  my  Soul ,  would'ft 
not  thou  revenge  fudbingratitude  wichaU  the 
feverity  jmaigiQable,  and  doom  the  Wretch  that 
(hould  afTrpnt  fuch  condelcenGoxi ,  to  the  direft 
flames  f*  Be  wife^  O  jny  Soul,  and  pcovdie.ooc 
that  Cod  to  fvv'ear  in  his  wrath,  .that  .(hou  (halt 
never  eoter  iato^hb  reft,  who  flees  linta  thee  on 
the  wings  of  mercy  to  embrace  thee  t  thou  canft 
never  have  a^  more  glorioi^  (ight  of  God*s  love» 
on  this  fidi?  Meayea ,  than  isdifcoVei^d  to  theo 
in  this  Sacrament  \  and  if  ever  thou  .woi^dft  ba 
perfwaded  to  refign  thy  felf  entirdy  (o  thy 
Bleifed  Kedeemer ,  loakehis  WilUhy  Will,  and 
defire  what  he  deiires »  and  h^te  w))at  he. hates  ^ 
and  love  what  beloved  ,  O  cotneihtther^tothc 
Crols ,.  and  fee  the  Sott.of  Cod  wet  jai^  for  .thy 

fins  i .  cijineJujber ,  su)df«e,.him  fweati qrt>ps.  of 
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blood  for  thy  iniquities ,  and  offering  thee  par- 
ilon  arid  reconciliation,  and  peace  with  God, 
and  accefs  tq  the  Throne  of  Grace,  and  union 
and  communion  with  him  3  and  if  this  be  not 
enough,  a  Title  to  ieternal  happinels,  or  a  Right 
to  that  Throne  himfelf  doth  fit  oii. 

But  why  fo  backward ,  O  my  Soul ,  to  come 
to  the 'table  of  thy  Lord  ,  where  thou  may*ft 
drink  Wine  and  Milk  without  money,  aqd  with- 
out price  i  where  thou  may 'ft  be  fatisfied  as  witb 
inarrow  and  fatncfs,  and  eat  of  the  living  Bread, 
whereof  whoever  eats ,  (hall  live  for  ever  ^  tiaft 
thou  forgot  the  peremptory  command  of  Chrjft, 
Do  this  in  rememhrame  of  me  /  Ts  this  rememi- 
bring  thy  deareft  Friend ,  to  think  of  him  fo- 
iemnly  but  onj^  or  twice  a  year  ?  Shouldlif  not 
thou  remember  him  as  often  as  thou  haft  an  op» 
portunity  ?  Should  thy  Saviour  remember  thee 
no  oftner ,  than  thou  doft  his  death  and  pailiQOy 
how  fearful  would  thy  condition  be  ?  Cafift  thou 
reprefcnt  his  love  too  often  to  thy  mind  and  affe- 
ftions?Canft  thou  remember  thy  fins  that  brought 
him  to  the  Croft,  too  often  ?  Art  thou  afraicfof 
thinking  too  much  of  this  Love ,  and  ccm(e^ 
quently  of  being  too  religious  ?  Art  thou  afraid 
of  being  too  much  enamour'd  with  this  j^Tus } 
Art  thou  afraid  that  the  fight  of  his  broken  Bodfy 
will  break  thy  heart  too  much  ?  Ai-t  thou  afraid 
that  the  fight  of  his  efFufed  Blood,  will  make 
thee  pour  out  top  many  Tear?,  and  Prayers,  and 
Pratfesof'luslbye?  Confidering  how  dull,  how 
•  •  Cc  dead 
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dead  thou  art,  thou  badft  need  come  frequently 
to  the  Crofs  to  have  thy  afiedions  fuppfed  and 
fbftned  with  this  precious  Bloud :  how  frail  is 
thy  mecDory ,  and  is  it  not  fit ,  thou  fliouldft 
re&e(h  it  often  with  the  fight  of  Chrift's  incom- 
prehenhble  love  ?  Art  thou  afraid  of  renewing 
thv  Repentance  ,  thy  Faith «  thy  Hope ,  thy 
Cnarity ,  too  often  >  The  oftner  thou  dofl:  re* 
fort  to  this  blefled  Communion,  the  greater  will 
be  tliy  acquaintance  with  thy  beft  of  Friends  3 
the  greater  fenfe  thou  wilt  get  of  the  need  and 
want  of  him  ^  the  ^eater  encouragement  thou 
wtit  find  to  imitate  him  in  his  Hofinefs ,  Meek- 
mis,  l^atience,  and  Humility  j  and  the  greater 
aflurance  thou  wilt  get  of  his  Love,  and  Favour, 
and  Pardon,  and  everlafting  mercY :  and  are  thefe 
blefl^Kgs  to  be  fcorn'd  and  unddrvalu'd  >  thou 
pretendeflrwant  of  preparation,  but  whofe  &ult 
is  it  that  thou  art  not  prepared  >  what  can  hio-* 
der  thee  from  preparation,  but  love  to  jSn?  add 
fliall  love  to  a:  lenfual  carelefs  life ,  hinder  thee 
firom  laying  hold  of  the  greateO:  Treafure  >  wiU 
this  plea  hold,  when  thou  (halt  appear  before 
the  great  Tribunal  ?  O  my  Soul,  this  is  to  excufe 
fin  by  fin,  and  to  defpiie  God's  Ordinance,  be- 
caafe  thou  defpifeft  his  commands  3  and  how  will 
this  aggravate  thy  folly  one  day,  and  fill  thee 
with  mame  and  horrour !  O  play  not  with  ever- 
lading  Mercy,  let  not  bufinefi  hinder  thee  from 
advancing  thy  Spiritual  and  Eternal  InteieQ  j 
remember  what  became  of  the  men,  that  pre- 
tended they  bad  Farms  to  fee,  and  Chcen  to  try, 
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artd  Wives  to  tnarry ,  when  they  were  invited 
to  the  Supper  of  the  Lamb ;  canft  thou  thiok  of 
the  Proteuatioa  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Feaft ,  a* 
gatnft  thefe  ftubborn  Wretches ,  and  not  con- 
chide  thy  Fate ,  by  their  being  excluded  froni 
OodTs  favour  for  ever  Mf  it  be  a  fenfe  of  thy 
owii  vlleneis  add  utlworthinefs  that  keeps  thee 
away,  thou  miftakeft ,  and  mifreprefenteft  the 
goodnefS  of  thy  Lord  and  Mafter.  No  petfood 
more  welcome  at  this  Table,  than  the  humble 
amd  broken-hearted^  none  meet  with  a  more 
favourable  reception  than  the  poor  in  ipirit  j 
thefe  the  crucified  JefUs  prays  for  on  his  Crols, 
Father^  forgive  them  \  and  the  everlafting  Fa» 
their  hears ,  and  faith  to  them ,  Be  ofgoodfbeari 
janr  fins  are  forgiven  you.  '  - 

V.  h  prepares  a  man  for  an  Angeticd0ife  here 
on  Earth  5  for  he  that  frequently  confiders  and 
contemplates  the  Joys,  the  Triumphs,  the  Scep- 
ters, the  Crowns ,  the  Diadems  of  yonder  K-ing- 
dom ,  the  everlafting  love,  and  peace  and  fatif^ 
fa^od,  which  Angels  and  glorified  Saints  enjoy, 
catMdt  but  think  bimfelf^  duridg  that  con(ide- 
tation ,  in  Heaven  ,  and  participating  of  thai^ 
content  and  happinefe^  which  is  poffe^d  by  the 
general  aflfembly  of  the  Firft-bbrli  which  aFp 
written  in  Heaven*  Indeed  this  is  to  make  Earth 
fl  Heaven ,  atld  to  change  this  Wilderneft  into 
a  ParacUfe^  ti  Clofet  injo  the  Seat  of  Glory  ^  and 
i  DdkjX  intd  thofe  JBlegions  of  Bli(s  and  Hap- 
pinefi.  How  like  an  Angel  may  that  man  live, 
that  is  often  engaged  in  uich  Confiderations  as 

C  c  a  thefe^ 
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tbefe.  Heaven!  what  do  I  hear?  Heaven  I  the 
harbour  of  all  laden  and  wearied  Souls !  Hea- 
ven I  the  end  of  all  my  forrow  and  miferies  ! 
Heaven  !  the  Port  I  have  been  failing  to  thelema- 
ny  years !  Heaven !  the  inheritance  of  thofe  that 
keep  themfelves  unfpotted  from  the  world !  Hea- 
ven I  the  reft  oF  God's  Servants ,  and  the.habi-  . 
tation  of  the  Mourners  in  Sfon  !  Heaven  I  the 
great  mark  of  my  Defires ,  the  Anchor  6f  my 
Hope,  the  Foundation  of  my  Cpufidence  f  Hea- 
ven !  the  Univerfiiy ,  where  we  (hall  know  even 
as  we  are  known  I  How  undifturb'd,  how  quiet 
do  all  the  inhabitants  of  tho(e  bleffed  Man- 
fions  live  I  there  reft  thofe  Saints ,  who  were 
made  as  the  filth  of  the  World ,  and  as  the  off- 
fcouring  of  all  things  ^  how  different  are  the 
thoughts  of  God  from  thofe  of  the  World? 
Thefe  men  the  World  regarded  not  5  behold 
God  remembers  them ,  and  when  he  makes  up, 
his  Jewels,  fpares  them ,  as  a  man  would  fpare 
his  own  Son  that  ferves  him  !  There  refts  that 
Marj  Magdalen^  that  ftood  behind  Chrift  at  his 
feet,  weeping,  and  wafhing  his  feet  with  her 
tears,  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hair  of  her 
head ,  and  kifs'd  them ,  and  anointed  his  head 
with  ointment.  There  refts  that  Lazarus^  who 
defired  to  be  fed  wi^h  the  crumbs  that  fell  from 
the  rich  roan's  Table.  There  refts  th^t  David^ 
that  made  his  bed  to  fwim,.and  water*d  his . 
couch  with  his  tears.  There  reft  all  the  Pro- 
phets of  old ,  who  through  Faith  fihdited  King^ 
doms^  wranght  righteoupiepl  obtained  promijes^ 
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Jtopped  themdHtHsofLioftf^qHenched  the  vio' 
hnce  of  the  fire ,  efcaped  the  edge  of  the  Jwordy 
OHt  ofvpeakpefs  ipere  madejlroftg^  waxed  v'aliaftt 
in  fight ,  turned  to  flight  the  Armies  of  the  Ali- 
ens.  There  reft  all  thofe  Souls  that  looked  for 
the  blefled  hope ,  and  the  glorious  appearance 
of  their  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  There  reft  all 
thofe  Martyrs  and  Confeflbrs  that  were  ready, 
not  only  to  differ,  but  to  dye  alfo,  for  the  Name 
of  the  Lord  Jefus.  There  they  reft  encircled 
with  an  eternial  calm.  There  they  reft  in- 
compafs'd  wit  h  an  innumerable  company  of  An- 
gels. There  they  reft  furrounded  with  the 
Gracious  Prefence  of  a  merciful  God.  .  There 
they  reft  from  all  the  calumnies  and  flanders 
of  this  poor  envious  World,  There  they  reft 
from  all  Darknefs,  in  Eternal  Light,  and  in 
the  beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefi  for 
ever. 

Awake ,  O  my  Soul ,  awake ,  advance  into 
yonder  regions  of  Glory  ,  retire  into  yonder; 
Paradife,  leave  this  WorlJ  ,  and  go  highf r  ; 
let  thy  thoughts  tranfcend  the  Sun  ,  and  Moon, 
and  Stars  5  gtt  before  the  Throne  of  God  j 
take  a  view  of  the  rtill  waters,  whereof  the  vafk 
Armies  of  Glorified  Spirits  drink,  where  they 
are,  there  are  no  Wolves,  no  Tygers,  no  Beans, 
no  Lions,  as  in  this  barren  wildtrnefs  \  in  thofe 
happy  (bades  is  no  noife,  but  that  of  Hdelujahs  5 
no  difcontent ,  no  War ,  no  diflfentions  inhabit 
there  5  there  all  agree,  there  Ephraim  is  no  more 
againft  Manaffe ,  nor  Manaffe  againft  Ephraim^ 
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nor  they  both  aga^nft  jf«^,  but  all  are  delighted 
with  th€!  everkftiog  Glory  and  Loye  of  <}od  $ 
there  they  hunger  and  thirfl;  no  more.  Wooder-* 
ful  change  I  Here,  O  my  Soul ,  thou  art  ever 
tbirfttng  after  Cod,  as  the  dry  Land  thirAeth  if- 
tef  Water  $  there  thou  flialt  be  (atisfied  with  htm 
to  all  Eternity  s,  here  thou  longeft  after  the  hid* 
den  Manna ,  there  it  will  never  be  taken  frooi 
tb«e  ^  here^  like  Salomons  Bride,  by  night  on  thy 
Bed  thou  feekeft  him,  who  is  altogether  lovely  ^ 
there  hi^  Beauty  and  Pretence  will  ravifh  thee 
for  ever.  Here,  thcMigh  thy  delires  after  (be  Blef^ 
lings  of  Gods  left  hand  be  fubordinate  to  thy  de- 
fires  after  fpiritual  Mercies ,  and  thy  efteem  of 
God,  preponderates ,  and  is  higher  than  thy  o- 
Ifteem  of  any  outward  felicities  5  yet ,  while  ip 
pearly  allied  to  Sen(e,  thou  canft  not  (o  abandoa 
Nature,  as  to  have  qo  longings  at  all  after  exter- 
nal comforts,  and  conveniencies  5  but  in  Heaven^ 
aU  perifhir^, .  fubiunary  objeds  are  foi^otten, 
there  tho(e  Friends  and  K^elattons^thofe  Children^ 
thole  Honours ,  thofe  Riches ,  which  too  often 
piade  too  great  an  encroachment  ox\  thy  Love, 
will  be  no  attradivesj  there  thou  wilt  be  conten- 
ped  without  Bread,  fatisfied  without  Drink  j  the 
want  of  Cloaths  will  not  trouble  thee,  thou  wile 
bave  nobler  Friends,  than  Father,  and  Mother, 
and  Brethren ,  and  Sifters ,  to  conver(e  withal, 
noblei^  Food,  than  the  Delicacies  of  this  World ; 
iiobler  Attire ,  than  Silk ,  or  the  ibfteft  Down 
can  make  3    there  will  be  no  need  of  contri* 
yina:  how  to  set  a  livelihood  :  Palaces  will  not 
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tempt  thee,  Q^td^w  wiU  not  entice  thee^  Gold 
will  opt  dade  thee  i  the  greatneft  of  the  World 
will  affeft  thee  do  more  than  Pebles  i  the  glit- 
teriog  Diamond  will  make  no  imprefiions  on 
thee,  and  all  thy  ^vants  and  neceOities,  will 
be  fully  fupplied  by  an  ipsnortality  of  Joy, 
and  Glory.    Here  ^be  warm  Sun  of  Profperiqr 
m^es  tbiee  ibmetimes  foiget ,  and  negle^  the 
great  work  of  thy  Salvation  ,  makes  thee  apt 
to  grow  weary  of  Faftiog  and  Prayer^  and  Mor^ 
tificatioa  9  and  Self  denial,  and  apt  to  yield 
unto.Satans  Temptations  ^  bat  there  the  Temp- 
ter muft  tempt  thee  no  more »  he  dar^  not  fully 
tboie  CryftaUiQe  walks  with  his  fteps^  he  dares 
not  come  near  that  Holy  place ,  it's  paft  his  skill 
how  to  incommode ,  or  moJeft,  a  glorified  Spi- 
rit.   Here,  ofieo  like  Jifnas^  thou  fittcft  rejc^- 
dog  under  thy  Gourd,  or  Vine^  and  while  tliou 
art  folacing  thy  felf,  the  Gourd  withers,  and 
the  Sun  fcorches  thy  Body ,  anc)  thou  groW^H: 
faint  i  there  this  amioyance  will  have  an  end, 
there  thou  wUt  live  above  the  Sun  ^  and  that 
which  is  now  thy  Ceiling ,  fliall  be  .then  thy 
Footftool.    On  Earth ,  wlien  Cifriji  is  pleafed 
to  communicate  him(^f  unto  thee,  its  iere  a 
little^  and  threaiittk »  and  be  gives  thee  but 
fDrinklings  of  his  Grtace  I  for  while  thou  art  in 
this  Taberpade  of  Fleibf  thou  art  not  capacious 
enough  lo  receive  or  entertain  that  ftupendous 
Light  in  its  full  Venue ,  and  Power,  and  Ma- 
jefty  5  bur  wheo  thy  Veffd  of  Clay  v  thy  Body 
0»11  be  &atterd  into  OuO: »  and  Atomes ,  and 
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thou  (halt  be  freed  from  thyPnfod,  and 
like  thy  felf,  all  Underftaqdirijg,  all  Intelleft,  all 
Spirit ,  the  Sun  that  (hines  in  the  higheft  Hea- 
vens,  and  irradiates  the  Throne  of  God ,  even 
the  Lord  jff/W  CAriS? ,  wiB  then  reveal  hiiDfelf 
to  thee  in  his  full  fpleridbur  and  glory,  thine 
Eyes  will  then  be  ftrong  enough  to  look  upon 
that  glorious  andimmenfe  Globe  of  Light ,  and 
thou  (halt  be  like  unto  the  Angels  of  God  5  thy 
extravagant  paflions  will  then  ceafe  for  ever, 
thy  grief,  thy  forrows  will  have  no  admittance 
into  thofe  Seats  of  Blift,  thoU'ltbe  refined  then 
from  all  thofe  turbulent  motions,  which  do  now 
fo  often  difcompofc  thy  reft.    Here  the  death 
of  a  near  ReJatiipn  troubles  thee ,  there  thou 
wilt  be  above  all  trouble  and  vexation ;  here 
thine  anger,  like  that  ofMoJes^  doth  often  wax 
hot ,  becaufe  thou  feeft  thy  God  dilhbnoured, 
^nd  his  Commands  trampled  upon  ;  there  thou 
wilt  fee  ho  (uch  dtfmal  fights  5  here  a  fin  thou 
fairft  into  againft  thy  will ,   makes  thee  wi(h 
for  Rivers  of  Tears,  there  thy  grief  will  be  bu- 
ried in  eternal  exultation^;  there  thy  paflions 
will  all  be  calm'd,  and,  like  water  after  a  ftorm, 
look  fmooth  and  quiet ;  there  will  be  no  difor-  ' 
der  in  ihy  affeftions ,  but  like  a  Quire  of  tune- 
able Voices,  they  1  meecin  everlafting  harrpony; 
there  no  affliftion  miaft  come  after  thee.    Here, 
with  Mojcj^  thy  body  may  be  thrown  into  the 
\Vater ,  with  ^^/>A  caft  into  Prifbn ,  with  S'Aii- 
(^rach^  Mejhet^  attd  Abednego  flung  into  a  fiery 
Furnace,  with  D^rwe/ hurried  into  a  Lions  Den, 
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ikmed' with  the  Prophets,  crucified  with  Si. 
Peter ,  thrown  dowti  from  a  Precipice  wif K  St, 
James  J  caft  into  a  Kettle  of  boiling  Oyl  with  Sr; 
jF^^^thruft  through  with  a  Lance  as  St  ThooiOf^ 
bound  to  a  Tr<^e  with  St.  Andrew ,  flead  with  St. 
Bartholomevp^bmm  with  Poljcarp^  torn  by  wild 
Beafts  V9\ih  Ignatius  :y  in  all  which  afflidfofns  thou 
canffr  hot  but  (ytnpathize  with  thy  individual 
GoBipanron  ;  lor  it's  by  thee  that  thy  body 
feels  the  torments  it  endures  5  but  in  that 
Heaven  ,  that  glorious  Heaven  ,  no  Enemy 
can  reach  thee  ,  no  Devil  fright  thee  ,  no 
.ftorm  (urprize  thee  ,  no  Monarch  frbwn 
on  thee  ,  no  fickneft  break  thte  ,  no  di- 
ftemper  crufli  thee,  no  age  wafte  thee,  no  dan- 
ger (hake  thee,  no  Tyrant  threaten  thee,  no  Li- 
ons meet  thee:,  no  Tyger  tear  rhee ,  no  Sword 
pierce  thee  ,  no  publick  commotions  ftartle 
thee  ;  the  Sun  (hall  not  light  on  thee ,  nor  anjr 
heat,  for  thou  art  fecure  under  the  (b^dow  f^ 
the  Almighty's  wings  fbr  ever.  The  Lamb, 
which  is  in  the  midft  of  the  Throne  (hall  feed 
thee  by  his  everla(ting  fociety  5  here  it  is,  A 
little  while  and  you  jhaU  not  fee  me^  and  agaiff^  a 
liule  while  and  yon  Jhall  fee  me  5  Iwt  there,  with 
open  face ,  and  without  a  glafs ,  thou  wilt  look 
upon  his  Maje(ty  for  ever :  here  ChriB  comes 
and  departs,  there  he  will  never  remove  out 
bfthy  (ight ,  tht)-e  his  everlaftingiJove  will  (dp- 
port  thee ,  there  his  kindnefi  will  be  fubjed  to 
Clouds  and  Eclip(es  no  more,  there  thou  wilt 
not  be  able  to  turn  thy  Eyes  away  from  him* 

This 


390      %mismtM.m 

This  is  that  Lamb^,  thar  will  gi^  tfaee  <o  dtiak: 
of  tufleverlafting  Springs,  Sprio^  wlndi  caa  ne- 
ver be  drawn  diy  j  Springs,  whtdi  can  no  auve 
decay,  than  the  Son  of  God  decays  5  be  is  the 
everlafting'  Fountain  of  Delight ,  and  in  dbis 
Fountain ,  thou  (bait  bathe  and  recwtte  tbjr 
lelf  for  evet  5  bis  Attributes ,  his  Kingdom^  his 
Beauty/  (hall  charm  and  ravi(h  thee  for  ever  $ 
,  there  dioa  (hilt  be  in  an  everbifting  ecftafie  fi 
joy ,  there  thou  wilt  not  need  to  cry  out  with 
$L  Bermurd ,  HM  Lord^  for  mj  heart  is  w#  Me^ 
U  contain  tboje  Joys  ^  vthicb  thou  daft  Jo  literally 
four  Mt  npon  me  5  ijsat  everlatling  Fountain  oS 
joy  and  content,  and  fatisfadk)n,  (hall  both  (ill 
and  ^able  diee  to  bear  that  fulne(s  of  Joy  and 
light ,  which  (ludl  then  appear  uotb  thee  j  the 
remembi;ance  of  Cbrffi'%  M^its ,  and  Benefics, 
and  what  Cbr^  hath  done  for  thee,  will  tben 
cianfport  thee  into  everlafliiig  Praifes  and  Ce- 
lebrations of  his  Goodneis,  Songs  as  endle^  as 
thy  duration  wiU  be.    The  Rivers  thtt:  water 
that  Garden  of  CoB,  flaall  be  a  ferpet^um  mahile^ 
running  and  flowing  to  all  Eternity.    In  this 
Paradi^  are  living ,  no  ftandiog  Waters  i  when 
Millions  of  Ages  are  pafl:,  thy  Gldry  (ball  be  ftill 
green ,  and  lively ,  and  after  mwy  tboulands  of 
years,  thy  bappinefs,  like  A^on^  Rod,  ChaJl  bud 
and  blolioai,  and  bear  Fruit.    O  my  Soal«  when 
^   that  ineichaii^ible  Fountain  fades ,  tben ,  and 
not  till  then ,  need'ft  thou  b^  a(i»id »  that  thy 
deligbts  will  fade  3  there  God  will  put  as  end 
to  ^1  thy  Tears )  What  Rbecork^  cao  reach 
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the  hvoax  }  ttie  Tears  thpu  didft  Q^d  &r  m^ 
the  Tears  wbich  a  de^p  fenfe  otthy  Spkkual  po- 
verty did  iorce  from  thee ,  the  Tears  whidk  Tn- 
bnlatkxi  Mid  Aqguifli  did  coauaupd  irocn  cfauie 
Eyes,  thefe  will  atl  th^  be  walb^  away; 

Hnp  amaUe are thf  Takriuicles^  LwrdGodif 
Ho^i  J  Mfyi  Sml  target  h ,  j^d  €vm  faistt^ 
far  the  Comis  of  the  Lord  •*  nyi  H04rt\  4m4 
m/Fl^  ayetb  otft  fat  the  Uving  Gad  ^  Wht$ 
JbdS  IcMte  t0  appear  h^bre  thee  ^  Wiien  QuSk 
I  (hake  off  this  dog  of  the  ilefb  ^  and  pra^ 
thee  day  and  night  io  thy  Teapk  i^  Wheaftatt 
I  be  freed  frool  this  Earth  and  Drofs .  aad  4q 
thy  Will  ,^  O  mj  God ,  widiout  Lett,  or  later* 
ruptioQ? 

O  my  Soul !  Doft  thou  belieye  liich  a  Hea*- 
yea,  where  no  good  (ball  be  aUent^  and,  Canft 
thou  be  hunting  after  the  husks  .^  and  eoapty 
(hells  c£  (enfuai  pleafure  ?  How  iittle  <lo  the, 
Idh^itants  of  ihat  New  Jer^ifdem  anind  the 
l^omp  and  Grandeur  of  this  vVorld  >  They  have 
nobler  objed}:$  to  4EDiud  ,  and  more  deiightful 
employments  to  take  up  their  minds  and 
thoughts  :  Didfl:  thou  live  isaorein  this  Hea- 
ven, O  my  Soul,  How  wouldft  thou  look  down 
upoQ  this  Earthy  as  an  inconsiderable  trifle  > 
How  fittle  wouldft  thou  regard  what  Man  ou 
do  unto  thee^  How  iXM^teotedly  m'lght'O:  thou 
part  wjitji  all  that  the  World  oounts  dear  and 
precious,  for  Cl^i/i  fab  l&ke ,  asJ^f^owiftg*  that 
t}iere  is  laid  up  for  thee  the  Crown  of  Righte- 
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6a(he(s ,  which  the  Righteous  Judge  will  give 
to  thee  one  day  9  and  not  only  to  thee ,  but  to 
all  thole  that  love  his  appearance }  Look  upon 
the  Primitive  Martyrs ,  Q  my  Soul ,  they  broil- 
ed in  Flames,  but  look'd  upon  that  Heaven, 
and  ftniled.    St  Stephen  hath  a  thoufand  ftones 
flying  about  his  Ears ,  but  looks  upon  that  Hea- 
ven ,  and  the  Glory  of  God  appears  upon  his 
face.    Abraham  fojoums  in  the  Land  of  Pro^ 
mife,  as  in  a  ftran^  Country ,  dwelling  in  Ta- 
bernacles with  Ifaac  and  Jacob ,  bu^  looks  for  a 
City  which  hath  foundations ,  and  goes  on  tri- 
umphing.   Mofes  fufFers  afflidion  with  the  Peo- 
ple of  God ,  but  hath  refpefi;  unto  the  recom- 
pence  of  Reward ,  and  efteems  the  reproach  of 
Chriji  greater  riches  than  all  the  Treafures  of 
Egjfpt^    The  Apoftles  are  (couiged,  and  beaten 
for  the  teftimooy  oijefiuf ,  but  look  upon  this 
Heaven ,  and  depart  from  the  Council ,  rejoy. 
cing,  becaufe  they  were  counted  worthy  to  fuf- 
fcr  for  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Jejifs.    St.  PuhI^ 
five  times  of  the  Jews  receives  forty  ftripes  fave 
one »  thrice  is  he  beaten  with  rods ,  once  he  is 
ftoned ,  thrice  he  differs  (hipwrack,  a  night  and 
a  day  he  is  in  the  deep,  in  journey  ings  often, 
in  cold ,  and  nakedneG  ;  but ,  What  ails  the 
Man  }  he  (iogt ,  his  heatt  dances  for  joy ,  under 
all  thefe  troubles.    O  my  Soul,  he  faw,  he  faw, 
that  bis  light  afflidion  which  was  but  for  a  mo* 
ment ,  would  work  for  hitn ,  a  far  more  exgeed^ 
ing,  and  eternal  weight  of  Glory. 
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O  my  God  ^  give  me  but  my  portion  in  this 
Heaven,  and  I  defilre  no  a30re ;  Come  what  will 
come,  Sword,Fire,  Imprilbnment,  HuQger,Thir(l:, 
Nakednefs,  Dilgrace,  Reproach,  Perils  by  Sea, 
and  P^jils  by  Land,  Enemies,  Devils,  Fiends,  Po- 
-^yy,  ^cknefs,  Exile,  &c.  Here  is  a  Jewel,  will 
IRtnterbalanc6  all.  O  give  me  but  a  Room 
in  that  great  Houfe ,  made  without  hands,  Eter* 
nal  iq  the  Heavens,  and  then  cut,  burn,  torture, 
and  afflid  me,  let  ftorms  and  tempefts  come,  ill 
fight  againft  them  with  my  Title  to  that  Inhe- 
ritance, which  fades  not  away :  this  (hall  quench 
all  the  fiery  Darts  of  the  Devil ,  this  (hall  bear 
up  my  head  above  water ,'  this  (hall  hu(b  all  my 
di(contented  thoughts  s  this  (hall  be  my  refuge 
in  a  (lorm,  my  hiding  place  in  flames ,  my  por- 
tion in  poverty,  my  pillow  in  great  anguiQi,  mj 
liberty  in  prifon,  my  cordialin  temptations,^ my 
Elixir  in  a  fwoon,  my  prop  when  I  ftumble,  my 
Laurel  when  it  thunders ,  my  Rock  in  periecu- 
tion,  my  Safeguard  in  deftrudion,  my  tiight  in 
the  midft  of  darknefs ,  my  Qojhen  in  this  c.gypt^ 
my  Ship  under  the  fiercefl:  Billows,,  my  Shield 
when  I  am  afiaulted ,  my  Helmet  when  I  am  in 
danger ,  my  encouragement  when  I  do  refiit, 
my  Crown  when  I  conquer ,  my  Manna  in  the 
Wildernefi ,  my  Food  in  the  Ekfart ,  (try  Rofe 
to  (mell  to  in  a  Dungeon,  my  Guide  in  my 
Tourney,  my  Pole-Star  in  my  Voyage  ,  my 
Staff  in  my  Pilgrimage ,  my  Song  in  my  miiery, 
iny  All,  when  Death  and  Hell  cbnfpire  into  my 
tuine. 


Vf •  //  ma^s  d  man  frudent  and  difireet  in 
Jecular  affairs  and  puJlneJJSs.  Gonfideratioa  ,  a$ 
k  is  a  very  great  impravement  of  Mao  s  Rea- 
fba,  ib  it  caooot  but  be  very  ufefol  to  him  »  in 
»)verning  his  (ecular  affairs  with  dilcretlon. 
CbofideratioQ  makes  a  JVtan  mafter  of  his  Rea- 
fon  ^  and  that  Man  muft  needs  ad  more  wifefy, 
that  bath  his  Rea(oQ  at  command ,  than  he  (bat 
makes  it  a  flave  to  every  flattering  p^flions  and 
fined  ic  isconfeffed,  that  the  fear  of  God  hath 
that  influence  upon  all  humane  aflairs ,  that  it 
difpofes  a  Man  to  a  wife  and  prudential  ma- 
nagement of  them ,  Confideration  muft  of  ne- 
cefticy  be  of  the  fiime  Virtue,  and  Efficacy,  £or 
this  ^ar  of  God  is  the  immediate  produ^  of 
Confideration.  I  deny  not ,  but  Men ,  wife  in 
Spiritual ,  are  not  always  fb  id  Temporal  coa« 
cems^  for  either  their  fcrupuldus  Confciences, 
or  fear  of  having  their  hearts  carried  out  too 
much  after  the  World ,  or  their  giving  them- 
fdves  wholly  to  Heavenly  employments ,  may 
make  them  careleis  and  unmindful  of  things  be- 
longing to  this  World  »  but  (M  in  its  nature 
and  tendency ,  thi^  circumfpeftion  in  thin^, 
whidi  concern  a  Chriftians  Soul ,  is  able  to  (hed 
wildom  and  difcretion ,  into  bis  carriage  and  be- 
haviour y  to  things  which  appertain  to  this  pre* 
fent  life  5  hence,  from  a  Man  who  ferfoMly  coiv- 
fider^  he  hath  a  Soul  to  be  faved ,  fOu  oiay  ex^ 
ped  great  order  in  his  Family ,  a  pludent  fore- 
fight  of  dangers,  and  a  moderate  care  to  fhaol 
them  9  great  temper  ia  difeourfe ,  and  exzA  jfa- 
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ftice  in  bia  dealiogs  ,  and  rendring  to  all 
their  Dues ,  Tribute  to  whom  Tribute  is  due  >  Cu- 
fiom^  to  whom  Cufiom  ,  Fear  to  r»bom  Fear ,  Ho- 
nour  to  whom  Honour  ;  As  the  Apoftle's  phrale 
is,  Rom.!^.  7. 

In  all  probability  it  was  the  attentive  confi- 
deration  of  bis  Spiritual  concerns ,  that  made 
David  both  valiant  and  prudent  in  matters,  as 
he  is  caird,  i  Sam.  i6.  id.  and,  to  what  can 
we  afcribe  Jojeph's  and  Dahiets  dilcreet  Govern- 
ment of  them(elves ,  and  their  (ecular  afiairs, 
but  to  that  Piety  and  Goodnels ,  which ,  by 
long,  and  ferious  cohfideration,  they  had  (ctted 
in  their  Breads.  Whe^  a  mans  ways  pleafe  the 
Lord^  he  makss  even  hk  very  enemies  to  be  at 
peace  wtthhim^  i.e.  He  doth  not  only  by  an  ex- 
traordinary  providence ,  turn  their  hearts  to* 
wards  him ,  but  infufes  wifdom  and  discretion 
into  hi$SouI ,  foto  behave 'him(etf  towards  his 
enemies ,  that  they  cannot  but  bury  their  ha- 
tred, and  return  to  their  former  friendfhlp,  and 
civility  ,  l?rov.  li.  7.  He  that  eonfiders  hi^ 
ways,  with  reference  to  his  Eternal  flate  and 
condition  ,  his  ways  cannot  but  pleafe  the 
Lord,  and  fuch  wifdom,  if  he  (land  not  in  his 
own  light,  will  furely  fall  to  his  (bare^  and 
hereof  we  need  no  other  proof,  but  common 
experience. 

The  Map  9  who  truly  minds  his  everlaftinj 
intereft ,  and  Co  confiders  the  account .  be  mul 
^ve  to  God,  when  this  life  is  ended »  as  to  pro- 
vide for  that  great  and  dreadful  Audit,  thinks 
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himfelf  obliged  to  ufe  wh^t  eautioufqcfi  he  .c«i, 
that  he  may  riot  wrong liis  God,  his  Soul,  and 
his  Neighbour  j  and  this  cautioufnefi  cannot  but 
make  him  prudent  in  his  Secular  Vocation  5 
hence  fuch  a  Man  hath  commonly  his  Wife, 
Children  and  Servants  in  belter  order  than  o- 
ther  men ,  and  mingles  that  fweetnefi  and  kind* 
hefi,  with  his  gravity  or  Severity,  that  they 
'may  have  encouragement  to  love  .him  ,  and 
\  dread  offending  a  far  greater  Mafter  in  Hea- 
ven 5  there  is  not  that  difcootent,  that  eriiula- 
tion,  that  ill  language ,  that  backbiting,  th^t 
luxury,  that  extravagance ,  that  tumult  in  fuch 
a  Mans  Family ,  as  is  to  be  obferved  in  Houf^, 
where  little  of  God  and  Eternity  is  regarded. 
Such  a  perfon  fpends  in  his  houfe  no  niore  but 
what  is  decent  and  convenient ,  and  (b  provides 
for  thofe  of  his  own  HouChold ,  as  not  to  for- 
get doing  good  to  the  Levite  ,  aftd  to  the  Wi^ 
aow^  aft  a  to  the  Fatherlefs^  Deut.  14,  28,  29. 
His  Speech  is  commonly  with  Grace  y  fea^n'd 
with  Salt,  full  of  meekne(s  and  gravity,  and 
therefore  le(s  ofienfive ,  and  he  takes  heed  that 
it  may  not  be  laid  to  his  charge,  that  he  hath 
beftow'd  more  to  feed  his  pride  and  luxury, 
than  Chrijfs  diftreffed  Members  ^  and ,  in  pub- 
lick  affFairs,  or  places  of  great  Truft,  (uch  a  Man 
as  miods,  firfl  Heaven,  and  then  Earth ,  ufually 
dilcovers  far  greater  wifdom^  in  managecpent  of 
State-afiairs ,  than  thofe  who  fir  ft:  mind  Earth 
and  Heaven ,  when  they  have  nothing  elfe  to 
do  3 -for  his  Principles  lead  him  fb.  to  carry 
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hiffifelf  to  Klaii  ^  as  not  td  affrotit  hiir  God,  afld 
to  advife  his  King  to  nothing;- but  what  is  truly 
great  and  glorioles,  and  beneficial  for  the  Realm 
he  governs  :  and ,  as  a  Prince  teay  confide  in 
^  filch  a  perfon ,  more  than  in  a  fenfual  Man ,  \o' 
hehatbreafbn  to  believe »  that  all  things  wiH' 
profper  better  in  his  hand,  than  in  the  others, 
becaufe  he  firft  feeks  the  Honour  of  God  ^  and 
then  the  happinelsof  hisKing,  and  the  Honour 
tif  that  Nation  he  is  a  Member  of;  which  is  d 
thing  fo  pleafing  to  God ,  that  there  is  nothirig 
more  frequent  with  himv  than  to  blefs  fueh  ho"^ 
neft  endeavours,  and  to  crown  them  with  fuc«- 
cefi  and  profperity. 

And  certainly  ^  he  thdt  can  confider,  how  i<i' 
keep,  himlelf  from  the  everlafting  tvil,  ta^j^  with 

§reater  eafe  ^  prevent  temporal  milchief  and 
anger  ,^  which  depend  upon  the  imprudence  bf 
his  a£tioits ;  he  that  can  row  againft  the  Stream^ 
may,  with  gteater  fecility,  row  with  it  ^  he  that 
can  cbearfiilly  go  up  the  Hill,  will  find  no  great 
difficulty  in  going  down ;  he  that  can^  do  that 
which  hb  Nature  hath  more  than  ordinary  aver^ 
fion  from ,  may  more  eafily  do  that  which  hisr 
nature  hath  a  ftrong  byals  and  inclination  to  i 
and  he^  whole  mind  will  ferve  him  to  turn  away 
the  ever-burning  wrath  of  Almighty  God,  can- 
tiot  want  judgment  and  prudence  to  prevent 
the  wrath  and  anger  of  thofe  men  he  converges 
withal :  and  he  that  can$  by  (erious  confiderati<^ 
i)n,  make  fure  of  a  feat  in  Heaven,  cannot  want 
power  to  confider ,  how  to  manage  the  E(bte 
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God  hath  givien  htm  m  chts  Worlds  to  Gedb  g|»- 
ry,  and  bis  Neighbours  good :  4iod  tiiou^  men 
that  ace  vwy  confiderate  in  their  Soul  ooncem^ 
do  not  always  nfe  that  prudenoe  we  have  men- 
tioned id  the  Qftiiceras  of  this  prelent  Workl^ 
yet  it  is  fufficiem,  that  if  they  will  make  ufe  of 
that  tight;  and  thofe  arguoienti,  which  thdr 
reafon  thus  tmprovod  by  «onfider4ion»dodi  fnr^ 
ni(fa  them  v^ithaJ^  they  ibay  moft  certainly  arrive 
to  this  witdoai  and  di(cretion%  inibcnlarcon* 
cems  and  buGocfles  ^  which  we  have  been  ^at 
ing  oC  lodoed  it's  very  national » thtt  he  cbtt 
exerdfes  his  reafon  much,  and  examines  the  na- 
ture, ends,  caufes,  circumftancesand  confeqaeo- 
Qesoftliiina,  ashemuftdot  that (erioiifly  con- 
fiders  tbe  thk>gB  that  bdoBgwuolusieverlalHi^ 
peace,  &ouId  2iri^iveto  more  ^n  ordinary  w^ 
doo^in  other  things ,  and  that  lie  tfaatj  ptiidcBt 
in  the  greater,  (mvld  be  able  to  prooeed  pnh 
dential^  Iq  lefler  mattersij  that  bcgtfh^  wftiHh 
ful  in  mMcit^  Jbonld  befrU^ulin  aU^le^lfoi  and 
that  be  who  ar  ju^  in  $be  imeBuiei^  fi^wldh 
very  jf^  MtbeMatttmancfumrigbt^mifil^'tifa!^  M 
we  read,  Lnkf  16^  10, 11. 
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A  fathffical  EscborUthn  tg  ^u  i»l^  4re  p^ 
Sirang/^s  t^  4  firipHSi  reH^iaus  Mfi^  to  cfnpkf 
tbfir  VP4j^\  tm  mlfHtne^  of  their  j^egk&y  honf 
dffng/sro04  if  4rf  liimimwHfibhihy  m^  hqj^ 
inimmam  Pt  Qo^  4nd  thiir  own  Soid^ ;  ifat^ 
redfon^hle  G fid's  reqnefif  are^  fin4  how  j^ftljit 
God  nuy  turn  that  ftnofr  of  Confider4tfOH  ho^ 
kafh  giwn  thm^  into  blindmp^4  bar4^f^ 
hearty  fince  iky  makg  foiU  aufeof  it^  S$js«    ^ 

A  N  P  ijow,  }^^p]ti  mhckvpt  thoi;i  art,  x^4 
J[\  4pft  yf  |;Waiiow ,  or  allow  th^  ipsHiiq:  ^i^p 
KQown  9p,  ^9d  art  not  lipf;i^ly  leiblve^  to' 
clifC^  vfUk  f he  terms  of  C^{^V  Bttra4  ^jj^^A 
let  me  ii4ja«?  t|^,  by  the  mercies  of  Qo4,  n^ 
iofiej^,  or  CupeiraliQafly  ,t0  4erpife^  :w|i«^ 
li^  we  bfve  ^opos'd.  hi  thou  art  a  Ma% 
and  .Qweft  civility  to  allOeftttttes,  tbaf  have 
iSfts  i^atqfv  ^  l)4aH  upon  tbem,  jbe  but  ib  kind 
and  civii  tp  th|sC>i(cop:(^,  fsjto  aUpw  it  ibmef 
ieriouf  tboughti'  ptbjet  tb(W  baft  a  ^rational 
Soul,  or  them  bai^  not  9  i|  thou  haft,  let  me  eo'! 
tr^sittbect  by/()pel^welsof  jf^/Vs  toconfider,' 
firb.cth?r  this  prpffflt  World  be  all  the  9pbere? 
fbat  j(^  int^^  it  IhouM  lODve  io  3  if  it  be 
1^ ,  ^  j£  haw  to  fecure  the  bapf  ine(s  of  the . 
Wofhi  to  cptoe,  be  th^  chief  t\&ag  ^is  tby 
^ul  if  de%|f d  for ,  Why  wilt  tbpu  fi-uftr ate 
^pd  in  l#  wsp#^i««B^iyhy  wHtthoRgocpn^ 

Dd  a  trarV 


4^        %5e0mie-»w 

trary  to  all  Creatores^  and  wilt  not  profecute 
the  end  for  which  thy  Soul  was  made,  and  (b^ 
into  thy  Body  >. That  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a 
life  to  come ,  and  an  Eternity  of  Toy  and  Tor- 
ment  5  the  one  promiled  to  a  ftrid:  and  heaven- 
ly converlation ,  the  other  threatned  to  a  loofe 
add  careleis,  or  fenfual  life,  cadnot  \k  call'd  in- 
to queftion  by  him ,'  that  (hall  impartially  re- 
fled  upon  the  premiQes :  It*$  certain,  the  things 
which  concern  that  other  Life ,  are  not  dilco- 
ver'd  by  our  fenfes ,  and. therefore  thou  canft 
not  hope  to  be  affeded  with  them  that  way.  It's 
thy  rcafon  only  that  can  and  muft  apprehend 
that  future  ftate ,  and  fo  apprehend  it ,  as  to 
work  upon  thy  affedions.    But  which  way  is  k 
poflible  thy  reaibn  (bould  fo  apprehend  it,  as  to 
fright  thee  from  thy  evil  courts,  esxrept  it  be 
improved  by  Confideration  ?  Sinner ,  I  do  herci 
in  the  prelence  of  Cod,  con;ure  thee  by  all  thats 
good  and  holy ,  by  the  intereft  and  welfare  of 
thine  own  Soul ,  by  all  th^  Laws  of  felf-intereft, 
by  the  Revelations  of  the  Son  of  God ,  by  all 
that  God  ever  did  for  Mankind ,  by  that  love 
which  tranfcends  the  underftandings  of  Men 
and  Angels,  by  the  groans  of  thole  miferable 
Souls  which  are  now  in  Hell ,  by  all  the  joys  of 
Paradtfe ,  by  the  leftimony  bf  thine  own  Cbo- 
icience,  by  all  the  motions  of  God  s .  Spirit  io 
thy  heart,  by  all  the  mercies  thou'doft  receive 
from  Heaven ,  by  that  Allegiance  thou  oweft 
to  God,  by  that  faithfulneti  thou  pweQ:  to 
thine  own  Soul  3  I  do  moft  (erioilfly  conjuie 
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thee  to  tejl  nSe^  whetha  thou  art  iiot  able  to. 
confider  the  ^il  of  thy  courfes ,  the  beauty  of 
Cod's  ways  I  and  the^d  confequences  of  fen* 
(iialitys  thou  denieft  thy  own  being,  den'teft 
Oods  fiivour  to  thy  Soul ,  denied:  the  glory  of 
tbjr  Creation  )dcnieft  the  moft  vifible  and  the 
iiloft  appai:em  thing  in  the  world ,  if  thou  deni- 
eft  thy  aUlity  in  this  point  3  and  if  thou  art 
able  to  conlider  (b  macb ,  What  injudice  can 
it  be  in  God  to  demand  an  account  of  this 
Confideration }  Wherein  doth  he  do  thee  an 
injury  ,  if  be  dotb  ask  what  thou  hafl:  done 
with  this  power?  Wert  thou  in  Gods  (lead, 
wouidft  not  thou  recjuire  the  iame  account  of 
thy  Servant  »  on  whom  thou  badft  beftowed 
foch  a  Talent  ^  If  thou  art  able,  and  wilt  not 
take  thy  (infulnefs  into  (erious  coniideration, 
Caathere.be  any  thing  more  juft  in  the  world, 
than  thy  damnation  ^  How  eafie  were  it  for 
tbpc  to  I^y  hopie  the  danger  thou  art  in  j  an^ 
fibeing  it  is  fi}  eafle ,  How  juft  is  it  with  God  to  * 
let  thipe  peri(b  in  that  danger  thou  art  refolv'd, 
iadefpight  ofall  Gods  endeavours  to  the  con* 
trary ,  to  fa)l  and  (ink  into  .<?  Q  Chriftian ,  how 
dreadful  will  it  be  for  thee; ,  when  Chri(^  (hall 
depart  from  thee ,  with  this  doleful  excfamati* 
on  J  Harp  often  VMuld  I  have  gathered  thee ,  as  a 
Hen  doth  gather  bei(  Cbickgns  under  her  Wings ^ 
and  thou  wouldefi  not  ^  Wqnldefi  not  /  tfai%  is 
it  that  maH^thy  everlafting  torments  yoXk.  O 
Sinner ,  that  God  (bould  invite  thee  to  Heaven, 
and  thou  put  him  off  with  this  Anfwer  ^  ^  i  will 
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0ift  !  that  Odd  (hould  cattfstbfett  CObedbQt?  faif 
jDarling,  and  thou  voh^tiiilir  Aitd  ftjMly  ^  ^ 
felf  ja  the  Cdtalogu;^  bf  tl^  t>«»ils  Favoaififa 
find  Votai^iej !  that  Cdd  (htruld  ttaVfs  «o  aM!«i$ 
untried  to  tnelt  thy*  (hibborA  he&vr  •,  dtid  thoa 
'  defperateljr  fight  a^nft  his  H«aven1  aod  WbM 
be  would  thrutl  thee  intok^  viOtefitly:  bleak 
jdofe  fr0m  h\ia,  and  lay  fqf ee  ufloti  diittnatlofl ! 
How  inexcufaUe  vvtll  thii  fifalS6  tliee  ?  What 
Man,  what  Angdcan,  or  da^es^kad  for  thet 
after  foch  hoirid  Wilfalners  ^  t>]^  k  t^lftt  (faklf 'flf 
Up  all  teens  cdriipaffidn  ^aifHl'  fhi?^.  Wei« 
^hy  erroar  an  ii£^tirit^ ,  at  had  iDVfllcibte  igtio* 

ranee  cauftd  thy  f^ly  i  ^fixo^  <»  Mtot  pdffibly 

Itiigbt  be  mbtM  i6  (peik  iri  r^V6ur  &f  tby  cdd'- 
/eern^^  f>uttbat  ihbukbbWil)^  the  WiH  Df  Ood, 
■  and  having  poysrer  t6  thtek  vrhk  iht  <tod  Of  th)r 
pourCes  i)9ill  b^  ^  aSd  )>bU^ef  tjdr  avdld  the  d*iH 
^r ,  and  power  tb  ^l>ay  for  'j^t  a  gmdoay 
pod  to  encourage  t%eb  ^  a  ^IdfkMs  BivNI-d  t& 
>ttti<*'thee,  Eietokjr  to  fright  iliee>  thfcc^er* 
laftirtg  Gnlph  to  ftaftUt  thee^  (h^iUdft,  iO  de^ 
rpight  ofall  thefe  Motives,  wiltully^d  an^ 
ptiuy  fliun  th'rae'  pyta  cure !  if^ii  i$  a  tnaladjr, 
which  uo  treatute  can  Juftly  thed  a  t«ar,  isr 
frame  an  Apology  fon  Be  aftonffli'^,  pyt 
lieayehs ,  and  tretoble ,  p  thou  ^rth  I  ye  A|^ 
;els  that  rejoyce  at  a  (inuers  tonviBrfibrt  bett 
in  E^'rdi  rP  all  ^f  that  pafs  by^  behold  aD4 

l^e,'  whether  there  be  a  forrow  ai  Cbch  li  fitlUers 
for  row  is }  We  haVe  r^ad  of  Met)  that  Have  ei|tet| 
^heir  Enemies ,  or  KlimQtrs  that  hiVf  d«vdar*<} 
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ifidr  oihi  CSbUdreas  but  hete  is  ooe  devours 
-hni)(cl^,  ifibu^ne  to  a  prod^  [  one  that  con- 
trives l»w  to  finitbimfetf  out  of  Heaven ,  :pIofs 
Imw  to  undirmtoe  his  evertaQk^  .Sslvation,  and 
•"ikidtei  how  to  fink  into  the  dnt^eon:  of  defpe^ 
if  aftfOQ. 

Stsj  What  IS  it  that  we  are  exhorting  yx>a 
timo^  Is  it  to  dig  dowa  Mountains  >  Is  it  to 
erhanft  the  Sea  >  Is  it  to  pull  down  the  Sun 
fi'om  his  Orb  ?  Is  it  to  reverfe  the  couHe  of  Na- 
ture? Is  it  to  work  Miracles^  Is  it  to  unhinge 
the  Earth,  or  tiofiop  the  finx  and  rejRux  oi  the 
Ocean  >  One  would  thhik ,  bf  )the  earaeftnels 
andv^heraen^  bfexpreffioas^weare  forced  to 
nfe^that  ft  fliuft  be  (bnmbing  beyond  tlie  power 
of  Man :  but  no,  all  that  we  keep  tlus  ftir  for,  is 
otily,  that  you  w6uld  oonfent  to  be  happy,  coi> 
trive  how-to  ihherit  an  incoiruptible  Grown, 
and  think  ferioufly  how  to  efcafie  your  own 
torment  ^  land  needs  there  any  iiitreity  for  this? 
One  would  think  jou  Qao^  run  to  us ,  break 
down  the  doors  ot  our  habitactons,  pull  us  out 
ofdur  (hidtes,  ihierrupt  us  tb<)ugh  we  werene^ 
verfobufie,  add  im(>6rtUQe' us,  as  that  Widow 
did  the  Judge ,  and  follow  Us  clay  and  n^ht  to 
<beTatis(ied,  the  thing  is  ofthat  importance*  -  And 
O^  did  you  but  believe  an  Eternity,  yot|; wpuld 
^o  fo  ?  Bdiey^  I  Why  what  fhould  hinder  yoii 
(ram believing  it?  What  Arguments  can  you 
.  defire  that  (you  have  not  >  Ciki  there  be  any 
thin^  furcr.  than  the  Word  of  God  }'  Can  there 
1)e'a  greater  Witnefi  than  the  Son  of  Gbd^ 
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Ood  canoot  decekd  you ,  be  duRO^t  io^fe  upr 
on  you,  he  cannot  delude*  you  ^nflareto  believe 
•him : .  Though  you  have  nqc  lo^^'d  into  liell, 
yet  certainly  there ia ones  thpi^h  yxm ha ve  n0t 
^een  the  Joys  aboA^e,  yet  ruchj^s  thereaie^ 
and, to  confider,  to  ftudy ,  to  ponder  hov/  to  ac- 
ri  veto:  them,  b  the  great  thbig  we  |>refi  tifx)n 
you,  as  being fenfibl^  of  your  danger ,  fenHble 
.that  death  will  arreft  you  before  you  are  aware 
of  it ,  fenfible  that  many  thoufitnds  a^  for  eyer 
miferaUe  for  neglei^ing  fupb^ej^bQrtations.     O 
Sirs,  we  do  ndc. ^vy  ypur  Yfp^l41y  happinefi^ 
i^€ dare afliire: yptli, .that  it  ifsiy>t  ^ny  grudge  we 
have  againft%your^ipiX)Q>erity;  /th^i  makes  us  put 
i^ou  in  mind  ;of  thefe  unw^lcooii^  j;^e0bns  5  wf 
have,  a  God  calling  upon  v^s,  tp  ftpp  you  in  your 
^ameftnefe  for  the  World  ^  wo^ii^  qsj  if  w^ 
.give  you  no  waintog !:  woe^tp  yqu ,  if  ye  tak^ 
no  warning !  if  jnaking  .prpv^ipn  for  (he^fiefl^ 
to  fulfil  the  lufts  thereof,  womH  make  youhapr 
py  5  if  rioting  and.  dirunKf  PPefi,  gbaiRbering  and 
wantonneg,  and  loDlog  ip  all  tbe  pkafures  tbap 
your  flefii  does^  fvomife^^^nd  your  fancy  pay, 
could,  Contribute  any  thipg  tp.  ypur  felicity  ^  if 
Solacing  your  (elves  in^  the  wanton  ftreatps  of 
fenfual  delights ,  wotild  Ijead  you  into  P^r^dife^ 
we  promife  you ,  we  would  not  moleft  or  dir 
fturb  you  in  your  ways  5  pay  i  if  ypu  had.^^ 
jSouls  to  be  faved  «^  did  your  Sj^fits  ^die  with 
four  Bodies,  we  wpuld  npt  (lipi;  yo»  in  yopr 
JoUities. ..  But  Oh !  can  we  read  how  the  wrath 
pi  Gpd  is  ivir^M  frPW^yeq  againft  ^l.up- 
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godUniefi  and  unrlghteoufaefs  of  men ,  and  fee 
'  you  iall  a  ^rey;  to  that  indignation  ?  Can  we 
.r«ad  tibw  tribalatibn  and  anguiCb  (hall  certain- 
ly fall  upon  every  Soul  that  doth  evil »  and 
pot  Tpeak  to  you  to  prevent  it )  Can  we  reait}^ 
how  tb^  Lord  Jefus  will ,  ere  long,  come  froiH 
,Heav^i)  in  fiames  of  fire ,  to  take  vengeance 
of  th^fe  who  have  continued*  to  difbbey  his 
,ppfpel ,  and  to  punid  them  with  everlafting 
de^rudlion.from  tbeprefenceof  the  Lord,  and 
irofn  the  glory;  of  his  power  ,^  and  not  call  to 
;yovi4  Repept\f<f)r  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  ^  4# 
hM4  /  "'Can-  we'  read  how  the  unprofitable  Sec- 
.vaqti  that  made  not  ufe  of  his  Talent ,  but  bu^ 
;ried  it  underground,  and  would  not  w^tch, 
{Ormjikehimfelf  ready  to  meet  his  Mafier,  (hall 
be  thrown  ipto  outward  darkne(si,  where  there 
jsl^owling  apd  gnaCbjng  of  t^th,  and  riot  beg 
gS  you  to  ttmyout  Lam^ ,  and  sriie  frpni  $he 
dead,  that  Cbrift.may  giveypu light )  Can  w^ 
reB)e«iber;bow;9>^ny  millions^  lie  now  roaring 
under  the  fe^r^.an^  terroury  of  their  own  Con: 
iciences  in-^notW  world ,  that  would  qpt  bp 
:|^rfwaded  to. part  with;  their  darling  bofpm  fins, 
till  death  tore  them  away  from  thepi ,  and  not 
^^kifie  unto  you ,  left  you  alfOvpome  into  that 
{da^  of  torment?  Can  we  (ee  ypuftanduppQ 
}:he  brink  of  deftrudion ,  and  be  Co  cruel ,  a; 
hpt;to  acquaint  you  with  the  bottpml^fs  gulph 
that's  underneath  ?  Would  you  have  us  to  be 
0$  tyrannical  to  you,  as  you  are  to  yput'own 
joijls?  Or  woi^ld  yoij.have  ns  leap  into  evei;. 
\  V  Jafting 
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lafttng  burnings  with  you  ^  for  not  redb^rak^ 
y6u  worn  venrarkig  into  that  fire  >      :  .^ 

Sm^' What  h  n  that  doth  dUcowage  yob  from 
a  fincere  conSderatton  of  yotfr  Spfiicbai  coii- 
d^itton  ?  Wbat  are  you  afraid  of?  Why  do  j€m 
lokttt  ?  Why  do  you  dehberate  whether  ye  fliraJJ 
or  no?  Why  do  ye difpute  thecaie?  Why  do 
ye  l^and  fnufkig  ?  What  hkidcwyoA>  Is  there 
any  impedttnent  that  you  may  hot  remote  ^  if 
you  will  }  Had  you  beed  but  a  quarter  of  ad 
hour  iff  Hell ,  would  not  you  caK  aM  thbfe  men 
lots  and  fools  ,   that  now  excufe  their  wSM 
negkft  of  this  work  ?  Would  tict  yofci  1^  the 
canity  of  theii"  pretences?  Would  not  you  ooii- 
fefi  ^  that  all  tbofe  pretendbd  dogs  are  meer 
cobwebs ,  which  may  be  broke  through  whfa 
the  greateft  eafe  ?  Would  you  be  fr^hted  from 
Shis  ^duty  1>y  t  any  *  tetDporal  lodes  ^  as  now  yoo 
We?  Are  you  afraid  men  will  laugh  at  you  for 
being  ierious  ?  'Hid  not  you- better  be' laugh'd 
.^t  here ,  than  be  (corn*d  by  God  and  bis  hoty 
Angels  tt>  all  Eternity  ?  Had  flcA  you  lietter  be  ; 
^er'd  heitr$  than  'have  the  '^nefat  f[ing  of  Hea- 
yeii  laugb  it  your  endlefi  calamity ,  and  mode 
When  your  eterlafting  fears  do  oopie  upon  vou? 
If  a  fool  laughs  at  you  ,^6  yt)U  r^ard  it? 
and  Why  flbouTd  you  regard  fuch  mens  (corn  any 
tnore  V  than  ihie  laughter  of  fools  ?  Alaf }  they 
are  diftemper'd  in  their  brains,  they  (ee  not  tli^ 
things  which  belong  to.  their  peace ,  they  knotr 
not  what  Religion  means!  Will  any/ man  give 
t>ver  the  ftudy  of  Divinity ,  or  Law,  or  Phyfidii 
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hocnk  the  ignonm  Pteafaac  fneers  ac  hioi  i 
Wilt  a  Ttaikftfiati  leave  bit  Calling  ,  bA^ufe 
Cidi  ft  mad  ftakes  Song^  and  Ballads  upob'c  ? 
if  yoa  flftf  ^HVrdded  thar<3atifid«ratbfl ,  and 
jboking  dftef  ycHtf  Spirittial  cooeerbs^  is  the  way  . 
to  feaitMt^inefi;  tt^in  ^00  be  miifetable,  beeaukf 
another  tbari  woiM  not  havts  yim  t<y  be  hap)»y  ? 
Will  tbat  cdan  Whd  laughs  at  you  for  defpiBog 
Aevt^Mt  fiiveycmhBrnilefiattbedayof  Judg- 
mtml  Will  bewail  you  oat )  when  Ood  s  tbon- 
4er  ftalt  bmk  mt  upon  all  difeibedient  6n- 
lien  ^  Will  be  undertake  for  you ,  wben  G«xd 
will  tie  obured  and  modted  no  longer,  and  t'tki 
day  of  his  Wrath  doth  com)  Will  be'  be  your  * 
Advpdatt  i  wheri  you  (ball  have  your  Confci- 
jfncM  pteaditig  againft  you  ?  Atas,  poor  forldm 
Wfttfibe»!  be  Will  not  be  able  to  ddfwer'fQr 
liinffeif.  Hew  thehfbould  he  plead  your  <!aure> 
and  if  betao  do  you  no  lervice,  oannbt  fefniiv' 
f  0tt  againft  the  anger  of  tbt;  Almighty »  why 
Will  y&x  be  perfw^ed  by  th«  anger  br  difplea» 
iUt«  ofa  man  ■,  though  never  it>  great  and  pow-^ 
4t(^y  to  Omit  tbati  on  which  your£temal  wel* 
^dt»th depend?     '  . 

Sinner^  as  ligh|,.  as  thou  nnkeft  now  of  this  . 
I^bui  refleiildn  dt^  thy  Sjpiritud  concerns  ^  ^W 
tm^  <:on(idisr  them  o^e  time  or  other  ^  if  thou 
vK^  not  hefe ,  Odd  will  force  thee  to  do  it  m 
Hell^  whetb<>»  th6t|  wUc  ^r  nb':  here  Goafi* 
f^ei^iqn  may  do  gdnd ,  but  there  it  wHl  but 
^ggraY^  thy  torments  $  here  it  may  (hatch 
tbee  libe  k  brand  «i(it  of  tfieiirtf^  thete  It  Will 
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increafe  thy  Q»ttm  5  here  it  may  be  a  means 
cniighten  tbee,  there  it  will  be  a  means  to  coa-1 
found  thee  for  ever.  Proud,  felF  conceited 
who  can(t  find  no  time  for  ferious  confideratioa 
here  !  in  Hell  thou  wilt  have,  tjme  enough ,  and 
Oh  how  many  fad.holirs  will  it  caufe  tocoofider, 
how  thou  haft  mi(^(pent  thy  time,how  tboa  haft 
flung  away  fo  many  precioois  hours  upon  thy  un- 
lawful pleafures/.hoNii^  thou  haft  derided  (lich  a ; 
SerQi6n,hatdend  thy  heart  upQU  fiich.  a  dilbparle;  ] 
flighted  God  s  mot^ns  to  repentance^  :(mother  d 
the  checks  of  thine  Qwn  CortTpience ,  piief^rr'd 
the  World  before > Heaven,. jqbeyd  Man  more 
tbao  thy  Creator,  fi^tfer'd  ey^ry  trivial  outward 
refpedr  to.  call  thw  atway  frc^m  Devotion »  mi- 
ftrufted  God  s, Providence  5 1 ^^fc&n  hb  Name  in 
vain ,  laugh'd  at  the  wboleipqie  Couirfels  of  thy 
Parents  and  T^tchers,  defpis'd  thy  NeighbsKirSi 
cenfurld  their  anions  more  than  thy  own ,  ta* 
ken  thy  fill  of  (in ,  been  weary  of  foUowiog 
Chriftj  backward  to  any  thing  that's  sood ,  de-r 
lighted  wich  nothing. but  vanity  and  folly  ,  dif-. 
honoured  God,  di%racedR.eligion,  expoled  it 
to  contempt  and  fcorn,  drawn  others  into  vioe» 
laugh'd  m^n  ipto  folly,  dragg'd  them  into  Hell, 
murther'd  their^  Souls  as  well  as  thine  own ,  ne- 
gleded  thy  Prayers,  difregarded  the  Poor,  op- 
pcefled  the  Neray,been  greedy  after  the  Worlds 
apd  undervalu'd  the  pains  apd  jcoft  God  did 
beftow  to  entice  thee  to  enter  into  his  Reft  1 
At  this  time  thou  It  be  forcd  to  confider ,  how 
great  a  blefiing  thou  haft  refus'd ,  what  com- 
fort 
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Ibrt  thou  baft  deprived  thy  felf  of ^  what  a  yv'ifc 
courfe  thofe  jtpok ,  that  would  not  be  pttfy/ad- 
cd  by  the  vain  car ele(s  World  to  caft  (5od*s 
Law  behind  them.    But  alas  I  thefe  Confide- 
rations  v&ill  then  be  too  late  $  time  was  when 
thou  might'ft  have  confider'd   the  odiou(he(s 
of  fin ,  and  turn'd  from  thy  evil  ways ;  time 
was ,  when  thou  might'ft  have  confider'd  the 
abfblute  neceffity  of  defpifing  the  World,  and 
dedicated  thy  felf,  thy  Children ,  thy  Life  and 
We^tfa  to  God's  fervice  j  time  was,  when  f  hou 
inight'ft  have  confider'd , ,  that  God's  Mercy  and 
Patience  did  lead  thee  to  Repentance ,  and  fb 
have  turned  to  God  with  all  thy  heart ,  and  this 
had  been  to  (ecure  God's  favour,  and  to  enter 
thy  name  in  the  Book  of  Life  s  but  in  Hell,  fuch 
thoughts  do  but  gnaw  and  fting  thee  more, 
there  they  do  but  augment  thy  forrow  and  in- 
ilignation  againft  thy  (elf  5  there  they  do  but 
make  thee  weary  of  thy  life ,  and  the  worft  of 
it  is ,  that  there  thou  canft  not  be  rid  of  tfaefe 
confiderations ,  theyl  come  into  thy  mind  a- 
;ainft  thy  will :  here  thou  didfl:  take  pains  to 
:eep  them  out ,  there  thou  canft  not  hinder 
them  from  burtHening  and  opprelfing  thy  Soul  s 
herebufinefs  and  mirth  diverted  them,  there 
thou  canft  not  flnike  them  off  with  all  the  in- 
diiftry  and  labour  thpu  canft  ufe;  thou  need 'ft 
no  accufer  there,  the(e  cotifiderations  will  be 
fufficient  witnefles  againft  thee  5  there  j^  there 
thoult  wi(h  f  O  that  I  had  believ  d  the  Prea-^ 
cbers  of  the .  Word  !  I  find  thofe  men  wtrt 

in 
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in  tl^e  right ,  I  find  they  Glw  vm^  than  |  didi 
I  fiad  thef  were  pot  miftaken  s  if  t  htui  (ciUxw*- 
e4  tbf ir  advice^  I  had  built  tay  Hou^  upon  ^ 
Rock  s  I  find  they  fpokq  no  in9Fe  but  r^aion, 
I  .find  they  exhorted  me  to  nothing  but  whfu 
was  (afe  and  bei\efidal  to  toy  Soul,    fprgiyip 
me ,  ye  men  of  Q^ ,  pardon  my  qontemp^  ^ 
yoar  :KaI  and  lervenpy  3  O  lend  me  M>e  JLasi4^ 
mr,  that  he  may  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  m. 
ya^er ,  and  cool  my  tQfl^;ue :  if  your  Prayer^ 
if  yp»r  Tears,  if  your  Entreaties t  if  fp^f  In* 
terceffions  cap  pfev^i^  with  Qod«  O  help,  help^ 
tor  I  perifi)  in  this  gt^ !  Plead  with  your  Qod* 
Ibjicke  fot  ipe  ft  the  Throne  of  Orac^i  4c'^'^t>l«k 
treUe  ypur  ay«s  and  fupplicatioasi  fry  vvfte^ 
ther  Qod  iwill  ha^^  mer^  on  ufn , .who  fykwn 
had  np  mercy  on  m  ^1£    I  ^Qs  frighM ,  I  jim 
troubled  on  evsery  fide  7  I  would-  uab  if^  Ijeji^ 
and  cannot  s  d^e»  and  puft  ni»t  ^  i^cap$,  anl. 
dare  not :  i^ty ,  pity  a  ppgr  milerabl^  VVo^m  I 
Will  noQc  irdliev^  npe^  4q  all  fotfailfe  ipp^  flQ 
Men  and  AmgeJs  Jeav^  mc^  is  thoe  no  bodf 
W  ipcak  OQQifort  tp  me^  is  thene  ^Q^fxuf^n 
Conii^tioq  op«o?  ai^c^  thQ  aveOMOs  cp  mncy 
Qm  }  Hear ,  he«r  )^e  iohaUtants  of  Heayeo  I 
are  yoti  deaf  to  my  groans^  ar^ym  grown 
(Grangers  fp  ^o^pfifliiw }  wh««f  is  yomr  WPW^ 
demeiM:y?  will  no  nepepcaoce  toucjh  the  hfm. 
of  Qod  ?  y^  •  OQ  iprrow*  move  Ifm}  mlU  v^ 
a^ilh  melt  h^v  ^  Putf  Cttnsfqs  pf  ^  Otr 
IfiAial  Cpmi6oaweaWbi<t  Ate^pci  fo  i^tfif  wit;^ 
HiU$l>^'$  ai  Apt  CO  hqar  thde  ffyfs>  ^«  y<w| 

•  HOC 
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tiotfi^^ted  b)r  itiiefe  ifehs  tn  yoor  dhearfol  met' 
lodi^  >  ^K  fou  Jb  ^takeo  Ujp,  thai  QODe  of  you 
can  look  ik>wn  ioto  ttnefe  itimid  Vaulrs  ? 

Look !  yooder  is  the  lirig^  M^/  ,  the  maa 
wbofe^KJ^diidjflUQev  c^aciMth  hb  PrajratjdiP 
com&edi^iMM/e^  and  wheQ  tlie  AJmighty  uroujd 
have  d^ftfoy 'd  the  Hoft  qS^mI^  ^od  in  die 
gap,  and'^mtted  ihe  coafnoiiiig  Aogek  Swordi 
Is  dtt  his  ^«^r  gone  ?  Is  ^  nrmetcxjafs  Prayer 
loft?  Ah  I  wAVhR  not  pray^  tfa^tbis  wretdb, 
tfatt  worm  t  dais  poor  loalefiuSsor »  who  wimU 
faio  ff^ei){t»  may  be  let  free  ?  Wte*e  is  that  jfi^** 
fim  than  prayed  for  tfaeftao^  Aandti^iliil ,  iiA^ 
It  Aood  <ftiQ  10  the  midft  ^  Heaven^  Hatb  be: 
B9  Prayer  left  to  ftop  ray  dilaaiity,  aod  togive^ 
9  ttiioe  te  my  tormems?  Vt^iare  is  that  lEJijakt 
that  prayed  that  there  mi^  be  no  ^raiti ;,  and 
tbere  came  oo  rain  lor  thiee  yeats  :aod  &k 
moBths?  And  ctmiot^fae  pfay  that  this  fife  may 

gOQUt? 

•  A  thoKi&id fitch  tcryes  wiU  then  be  in  vain^. 
CioBfideranott  now  ivould  moft  centainly  ignA 
vent  tho(e  cryes  s  ttiuiwoiild  repreienc  ikc  graanr 
of  tb^  WietdKain  tbatdsfaalfprii^^  iin  fiidi. 
lively  dsara  Acts  to  tl^yimnd^  fliat  thou  ii»ouMli: 
be  reftkis ,  till  thfin  4idft  get  aoto  ihe  ^ait 
way  that  leads  to  liife  1  aod  art  dNni  am  iB^y* 
to  emfance  it  K  WjmIc  FMidi  what  £temy,  mSasA 
Devil  ^  whtt  Ch^m  ^qiifindbes  the  JFii^of  thy 
relations?  Do&  thou  oisme  God  ibr  thy  Orea* 
tor  and  Governoar,  cmcihat  koifagieater  rea'* 
(onto  fiommand  theetbaii  thy  iPim    »  or  JVk-^ 

fter^ 
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fter,  or  Parents,  and  doflrthou  refufe  tdolxf^ 
him  }  Doft  thou*  believe  ^  that  whatever  is  io 
Man,  and  can  challenge  obedience,  is  more  emt- 
nently  in  God  5  and  do(t  thouTcrupIe  to  com- 
ply with  his  will }  wilt  thou  prove :  a  Rebel  to 
thy  Prince ,  a  prodigal  Son  to  thy  Father  >  an 
unfaithful  Servant  to  the  beft  of  Matters  ?  why 
(houldfl:  not  thou  truft  God  with  thy  Soul  ?  why 
ihouldft  not  thou  run  at  his  call }  what  is  tt^  Sio* 
ner ,  that  would  make  thee  take  thy  ways  iotof 
(erious  ConGderation  ?  would  a  Miracle  do  it? 
why  ,  thou  haft  as  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
thoie  Miracles  which  are  recorded  in  the  Go^ 
(pel ,  to  have  been  wrought  for  confirmadon  of 
Chrift*s  Sayings ,  were  really  wrought  and  per-^ 
formd  ,  as  thou  haft  to  believe  the  reality  of  a 
Miracle ,  if  thou  ftiouldft  fee  ode  wrought  be- 
fore thine  eyes  j  either  thou  believeft  that  thde 
Miracles  weti^  wrought .  by  Chrift  and  his  Apo- 
ftles ,  or  thdu  doft  not  5  if  thou  doft  not,  why 
doft  not  thou  examine  the  circumftances  to  be 
iatisfied }  if  thou  doft ,  what  need  there  any 
more  Miracles  >  if  thole  Miracles  will  not  per* 
fwade  thee ,  how  (hould  a  new  Miracle  do  it } 
nay ,  how  fliall  we  be  fure ,:  that  the  fight  of  a 
new  Miracle  would  work  upoathee?  how  fi)ofi 
would  time  wear  out  the  memory  of  it^and  leave 
thee  as  careleis  as  it  found  thee?  thou  feeft  mi* 
raeuloui  providences  eve^y^xlay ,  and  yet  they  < 
move  thee  not ;  that  God.  fpares  fuch  a  rebellt^ 
ous  finful  wretch  as  thou  art;  fo  long,  ^nd  af^^ 
ter  (b  many  thouland  provocations,  is  a  miracle^. 

thou 
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tlioir  feeft  Water  tiirA'd  itiM  Wiri^  ever Jr  yea  r,* 
for  the  infipid  UqQor  of  the  Vine  is  changed 
inta  another  tti^e ;  thou  feef)^  hov(r  from  a  dry 
Acorn  4  a  mighty  Tree  doth  grow^ ,  whfcb  gives 
prote^ioa  to  men  and  beads  $  and  to  the  Fowj^ 
of  the  Air  9  thou  knoweft  how  froifi  that  li^ 
^uid  Prineiple  Jvb  doth  fpeak  ti ,  A  nian  cbaik^ 

edwUh  sk$H  amtftefl^^  and  fenced  mth  boms  ami 
fimm  rijei.  What  mighty  aihcfes  would  the(€ 
bC)  if  they  were  not  common  >  and  yec  nond 
of  thdfe  fttr  thy  Soal  to  refleft  ieriouQy ,  what 
tfaoa  mtift  do  to  be  faved  >  Wx)uW  an  aii-^ 
d&Ie:  voice  from  Heaven  do  it  ?  why  ^  how 
couldfl:  thou  be  (ure  it  came  from  Heaven  ^  And 
(hoold  a  voi($e  £ome  to  thee  from  the  Regtoni 
of  Bii^ ,  fhould  God  vducbfafe  thee  fuch  a  Me(f 
iage  imrtiediately  from  the  Clouds  as  thi^^ 
Metmmi  tboH  backrjiiding fipfmr ^  and  IwtU  not 
ca$i^  iMine  anger  to  fall  upon-  thee  j  for  I  a»n  m^r^ 
tifid^  and'Will^M  kgep  anger  pr  ever.  O^ly  ac^ 
kpatpUdge  thine  iniquity ,  that  thou  hajl  ttanfgref" 
Jed  agaw^  the  Lord  thy  Qod^  and  hafi  not  ohef- 
ed  my  voice  :  Why  it  woQld  be  no^  ifiore  but 
what  God  hath  faid  already  ^  it  might  for  the 
prefeqt  furpri^e  and  ftartle  thee  a  little  ;*  but  if 
that  Precept  written  cannot  work  upoti  thy 
SlooT^  it « to  be.  feared  ^  the  Precept  fpdke  froiii 
Heaven  would  make  no  very  laftfng  impreR 
fibn  upon  thee.  Thou  art  fuffictently  aflftircd^ 
(b  aflbred  ^  that  a  man  df  teafon  cannot  )u AJ/ 
defire  better  grouiki$  ,  that  Ood  hath  fpoktf 
4bofe  word*  to  thee  already  3  and  irf  God's  re^ 
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peatirig  this  Duty  (o  often  in  bis  Wofd  cbo  dd 
no  good  9  what  hopes  k  there,  tkit f^^efttcdLa- 
gain ,  it  wo^ki  4raw  thy  heaft  away  fioa^  fin, 
and  from  the  world/  Would  amn's tifiqg  6am 
:tfae  dead  do  it  ^  why,  Chrifl:  is  rifen  Btom,  cbe 
idead,  and  is  become  tfaeitrft-friuKs  of  then  thtt 
ilepti  and  he  doth,  wtih  all  ttie  proiefotidiis 
that  are  fit  for  a  God  to  cnalce,  ^^Sore  cbo^  tiiat 
he  that  believe  not/  that  isi  iBaem  not  kis  J^^kh 
by  bis  Works,  (hall  be<baui'd  i  and  would  em- 
gage  thy  mind  to  rominafee  Qpoa  ihat  chiieaK* 
oiog »  and  to  think  whkh  way  thou  miyft  'flee, 
and  be  freed  from  thM:  deftnidton  hs  ipeaks 
of :  And  why  wUt  not  thou.i^ive  credit  to  ifnhat 
be  faith/  Nay^  if  thou  (houikkft  fise  t  Sprnt^ 
the  Choft  of  oQe  that  hath  been  thy  aoquaio^ 
tance  formerly »  ^  'Ghoft  that  flioidd,  bf  wefid 
experiefiCe,  iafomibee^  ^t  thofe nhingatbe 
Scripture  fpeaks  of^.  are  undoubtedly  troe,  -Mid 
that  God  will  proceed  exaAly  ^  accordiog  lo 
what  he  hath  pmniisVi,  andiluKacned  thetc^  k 
would  more  f^isfie  thy  curiofity  ^  than  admikx 
thy  Piety  :  andthequeftion^  be,  Wbt- 
ther  it  would  {s\mi^  thy  cunoficyy  Sor  h'§ 
poifible  thou  mayO  itna^e,  tiM  it  stghc  be 
a  deception  of  fight ,  and  fo  forget  k  f  akl 
flight  it,  and  make  litde  of  that  OMktiye.  Itmi 
coa&StOi  Chrift  6  R:efurreAiofi »  and  why  be 
(hould  not  be  b^ieved  befoK  a  S^Miv,iHfwkU^ 
when  a  Spirit  could  fay  no  moKithafe  he  ^tfa 
4id,  I  cannot  well  conceive.      , 

Sinner, 


'  SiiMee,  n^  ^bueit,  that  all  tbdepretef)^ 
^  «fe  like  tfa«  vrUbei  eif  fickly  aon ,  that  wt#i 
^r  xhkm  t\^  FnHt,  or  tbi$  or  that  Oifti^  and 
wlwp  k  is  briMglit^  it  i^  6)  &r  from  curing  th§fii,' 
that  oftca  it  makes  ih^n  Mm^k ,  and  ind-^afes 
their  ctiftooifwr  >  wfcw>  ^e«s  nctt ,  that  tbcfe  are 
h^tiwrcatioM ,  to  give  fon^  ooknir  of  ve^ii 
to  thjr  ufimUingixfst  to  (hake-  oiE  the  fins  vebieh 
(}o  fo  «^y  befct  thee  >  who  fees  not,  tint  thefe 
are  oaly  ai^Mdnanis  fu^ieflfd  by  the  Devii ,  to 
(beep  thjr  Sottl  from  her  true  food  aad  noapifii-i 
ineot^  and  «rhQ  it  the  la(er.  all  this  while  i  thoti 
irov^kift  iaiB  iipppfe  upoa  Qod,  and  make  him 
Mie^iie.,  thtt  k  is  not  want  of  Will,  but  wane, 
of  Afiufaoee,  tl»c  thk  feiioiK  Cknifidbraiion  ol* 
ti^  ways  ii  ae»f iTary ,  that  makes  the^  ftand 
WtagifilnAit  And  alas!  the  ch^at  thou  &ek'(l 
to  pMiEopfmiGiJd,  tbon  rput'ft  upon  thine  own 
Sonl }  aad  is  th^r  9&vl  (b  indonfidetaUs  a  tbiog^ 
f  b^t  thott  auikeft  aoihh)g  of  deludkig  and  cir^ 
fUfDir«ntiog  It  ? 

Wba(  tbiiBkfft  ihoo,  Sinner  2':rup'|xy&  thou, 
didft  fk?  a  $9n«te  t  or  Pariiament ,  made  up  of 
1Vfyp9'Hi.  wil$*  fober,  jodkaousmeu,  who 
fjmm  mm\mmiSif  qj^v^  thmr^rdi^  in  a  Ckkufsi 
fiid  detefmips  it  i  and  while  tfaefe  dien,  after 
^ip0$  i^llbfitima*  giye  their  ^gment  Iq  the 
^ff.pfpp0s1dlO:thnn,  in  fiomes  the  Malefa^or, 
HffM  whom  thiy  baye  ijiiett  Sentehiae  i  ac- 
^U^sjihe  P()c««$  pf  ^^i^e'of  mjiiftice,  cbar- 
^  ibfir  V«i;^  iykh  »lk»  wdtiks^ ;{ great  deal 

■  E  c  af    '  .  tf  f 
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of  pains  to  make  the  world  beBeve  a  tale 'or 

hjs  own  making  ^  whom  wouklft  thou  believe, 

that  grave,  w&,  judicious  Senate,  or  the  Ma- 

lefador?  The  Senate  fure  ^  and  then  when  God« 

Angels,  and  Men,  the  wifeft ,  the  graveft ,  the 

learnedft  of  them,  do  all  unanimoufly  determine, 

that  without  a  ferious  confideration  of  thy  Spi« 

ritual  concerns,  thoucanft  not  arrive  to  any 

fincere  reformation  of  life,  canft  never  know  the 

danger  thou  art  in ,  or  what  thou  muft  do  to 

e(cape  unquenchable  fire  j  and  that  without  it 

thou  art  a  truly  miferable  man^  and  doft  take^ 

the  way  that  leads  to  deftru6:ion,  haft  thou  the ' 

impudence  to  oppofe  thy  fickly  opinion,  which 

arifes  from  a  diftemper'd  head ,  and  a  more 

diftemper'd  Conscience  $  to  the  grave,  found, 

and  orthodox  judgment  of  men,  infinitely  wifer 

than  thy  (elf }    when  all ,  with  one  confenr^ 

affirm ,  that  thou  art  fick  to  death ,  and  nothing 

but  Confideration  can.  recover  thee  5  wilt  thou 

cancel  their  Verdid,  by  prefcribing  to  thy  (elf 

Medicines  of  thine  ^own  making  >  AH  cry  out 

againft  thy  inconfiderate  courfe  of  life,  God 

doth  not  juftifieit ,  Angels  do  condemn  it,  the 

Preachers  of  the  Gofpel  confute  it,  Philoibphers 

arraign  it ,  thy  Reafon  hath  arguments  againft 

it ,  thy  Confcience  chides  thee  for  it,  thy  (bber 

Nei^bours  reprove  it ;  and  wilt  not  thou  (bb- 

Icribe  to  their  Sentence  }  what  in(bSlence  is  it  to 

think  thy  (elf  tnore  knowing^than  he  that  knows 

ail  things  ?  Behold ,  Sinner ,  here  lies  the  way 

to  Heaven,  God  is  intrcating  thee  to  walk  in  iti 

the 
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the  DevU  is  bufie  to  difcourage  thee  from  ic* 
God  fatth.  Here  I  will  be  found  ;  the  Devil  fujg* 
geftg,  that  the  Soqs  of  Aftac\  dwell  there.  God 
wifhes  thbu  wouldft  yield,  and  live  $  the  Devil, 
that  thou  wouldeft  (land  out  9  and  die.  God 
(eeks  to  crown  thee  5  the  Devil  to  rob  thee  of 
thy  Diadem.  God  a0ures  thee  ,  thac  this  is 
the  Garden  whem  thy  Graced  muft  grow  ^  the 
Devil  argues ,  that  nothing  but  weeds  and  thi- 
Ales  grow  there.  All  the  difpuYe  is »  who  (ball 
have  thy  SouU  God  or  the  Devil  ?  Think,  Sin* 
per»  for  GodV&ke,  think  who  1$  the  Re  warder, 
and  who  is  the  Tormenter  ?  who  is  the  King  that 
can  (ave  thee  i  and  who  is  the  Exmitioner  that 
(tudies  only  to  rqine  thee  s  (hall  not  God  pre* 
vail }  wilt  not  thou  give  him  thy  hearth  and 
(hall  Satan  ^b  away  with  thy  Soul  >  (hall  he 
poflefs  that  Treafure,  which  Afigels  areaQibiiiom 
of?  for(han)e,  let  not  God  go  away  empty  ^ 
think  what  a  condefcep(ion  it  is  in  God ,  to  be' 
wilfitig  to  accept  of  (b  inconliderable  a  present 
as  tby  heart  }  what  is  thy  Soul  to  him  ?  what 
bene^t  doth  be  receive  by  of&dng  thee  his.  ho: 
fom  >  If  thou  haft  fuch  a  mind  to  be  therDeviU 
Slave,  what  reed  God  take  pains  to  rcfcuethee 
from  that  bondage  ?  doft  thou  think  he'  cannot 
live  without  thee  >  doft  thou  think  thy  being 
ift  hiji  Heaven^doth  add  any  tbirtg:  to  bis  felicity  r 
caimothe  a$5vellbe  gloriH^  Jn  thy  torment^^ 
iais.  he  can  intthy  filvat!on.?f  cannot  bQ  tnake 
his  Juftice  triumph  over  fuch  a  ftubborn  Wretch 
as  thot  art?,  wherein  doth  his  advantage  lie  > 

Ec  3  maj 
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may  not  he  bje  trod ,  and  gr«M ,  tnd  gtoriocM^ 
and  admiried  by  Angels ,  while  thoit  ftielt  in 
Hell  >  thou  haft  very  higbty  obl^oi  hioi  in* 
deedy  that  he  need  be  at  aH  this  treuste  totofll^ 
thee  in  love  with  Ms  ways  ?  fiUMiMft  pot  thou 
(land  amazed  at  his  favoui- >  iJKaiMftaot  tftou 
wonder,  that  this  foiaienfe  andinfiake  MajeAy 
will  Voucbfafe  b  gra^Oos  k)ok  to  (b  v^  a  Worm 
as  thou  art  ?  and  «8«ft  thou  fee  a  God  court  thcet 
and  grow  coy  ?  d&th  God  ol£^  to  kiii  tliee 
wtthche  kifies  of  h(s  li{)S^  and  ^ifi&  thou  feorn 


bis  teoobyases  Y  eanft  thoa  fee'faitB  care6  thee, 
>nd  torn  away  t6y  faee  ?  wik  tboo  prefer  the 
iniofiiwri  i9ftii^it)|0evili,  before  (be  Oiatcks  df 
the  gfeat  dod  of  Heiiven  ^  h{idft<ihaii  fothiBf  gd 
altmg:  Vrlth  Httt ,  t^t  wHl  aniftlier  theo ,  than 
aci:o«f)bny  him  thitt  will  eneirole  thy  totd  WRh 
aOcMS  of  Gtoty  >  (hall  God  mijgnifie  his  Merey 
Bpot)  CheK ,  alid  wiit  tho«  €iW  tuimt  «pMi  ht^ 
f^^My  ?  Dbth  GjJdIfitend  ^  faytnakingkrt^e^tf 
jtbyS&tl,  tiygtW  fi  (^haitiCtfer  tnutiMe  world  <of 
hisiHfidittegoodiiefs^ndcompaffioti,  andd&left' 
thtiJa(s^  fobtM  astoieffen  that^heud^ctt^  by 
tfey tfSbteih^  and  tngnttintde  ^  .  v 

Behbti)  i^hntet ,  God  U  wtUiogtt^  lay  aMe 

his  Samitig  Swofd-t  thou  fiialt  bear  «f  Mm  tH^ 
more  in  the  Eacth^utaltse,  ciriii'theS^oiinv  oriiy' 
the  mighty  Wind ,  >  that  breaks  theftock»  in  fw^ 
^ ,  hot  ihr  t^  M\  (mati  Vbice':  ^the  vane  off 
Bottner^et (laa\\  ^undnotBtMKinthy  ^fs^  he^U' 
blow  htsT'rumpet'bf W^rno aioM)  dl bb^wna- 

'  (hall 


fbaH  i>Q  <defie  away  9  hell  fiig^  thee  fiamora 
^«mh  Heit^fire  ^  it  his  Grace,  bis  Mercy,  hii 
CcMbpaffioti ,  i^h  but  atture  thee  to  bethink  thy 
ie)f ,  and  dofe  with  biA ,  and  fo  to  confidet 
the  concerns  of  thy  Sdul  ^  as  to  rcfign  thy^fetf 
a^l together  10  y^  goidaooe  and  dtiedton;  bis 
A^6t  Qidtl  be  kM,  bts  Comtenance  {hall  be  no^ 
thtng  birt  fiMle^,  ills  Face  flsai  be  a  perpetual 
Sufi4hifie  ^  if  by  eoafideratioa  of  thy  ways 
t^oa  wilt  be6e|tibe  fefifibk  of  thy  former  fol^, 
and  throw  it  away  ,  ^d  take  up  with  him 
atones  if  his  kiftdly  Beams  can. chaw  thy  frozen 
hearty  if  his  Ca)tn  eah  win  thee,  and  make  thee 
praClrate  iby  felf  before  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe 
0f  Jfidabj  HeaVen  and  Eart^  fliatl  be  no  loiigsr 
4b  cbnipiration  agsMnft  thee^  and  thbq  '(hah 
0(^  need^to  look  any  more  &r  Thunders  and 
Ughtnhigs  from  that  Heave^r  ft^ndfttUvfin^ 
ner,  and  fee  the  ialvationof  God;  behokl  Qraos 
and  Mercy  lies  w^ej^g  at  thy  feet,  the  free,  the 
fovereign,  the  extenfive,  the  attradiveGmee^af 
God  corned  womng  to  thy  Soul  9  and  d(i)t|i  ^n 
(p^k  thee  in  tMs  manner  ^  ilold ,  hold  ^  thou 
poor  be(btted  Creature^  wbithbt  doft  thou  rah  i 
Hear,  hear,  I  bring  thee  the  joylulleftddings 
Ibat  ever  werebrou^t  to  the  earsof  men  5  God 
will  be  thy  Father ,  the  Lord  Jefus  thy  Savunir^ 
the  Holy  Ghoft  thy  Comfoi ter ,  the  Angels  thy 
Companions  9  thy  Life  (ball  be  a  perpetual  Ho^ 
tiday  5  thou  (halt  be  a  Friend  of  God  ^  an  Heir 
of  Heaven ,  and:  Coheir  with  Chrift ,  thy  (ins 
fiiati  be .  all  done  away  ,  thy  iniquities  (ball  be 

E  e  4  remem- 


rernovbred no imm,  all  the^fomifes oftbeiGd* 
(peLtliallbetbine^  God  will  -  voQcfefa|e  to  live 
?^iih  thee,  the  Holy  Qbofl:  wHl  QsaJ^e  thy  Sool, 
his  Temple,  thou  (halt  have  0rengtb  to^over-! 
^cne  Heil  and  Devils,  Flapie»gnd  Svi^ordB,:  and 
be  (pore  than  a  Conquerour  tj^ougb  him  that 
loved  thee ,  the  Lord  Jcfu*  Q^ifi'i  asfc  a  Hear 
Pen,  and  thoa  ibalt  h^ve  i)tB  fl^GfQWn%  ^^  It 
(hall be  thrown  into  tby.bo(<wp£i3  ^^ftgdomi 
pnd  it  ifaallbe  thine  g  ask.pU  the  Tfeafures  of 
Glory,  and  they  (ball  not  b^id^eQied  thee:  Frpm 
ithb  tinje  i(uiward  thy  ii|(»;:  (h^U  l)e  iiin>ijed 
ambng  ^ the  !  Favourites  of-Haaycfli  aqd  ii>  thy 
Soul;^  a5  in  J4€^*i  Udd^r  »^Jihe  Angels  Jl^U  be 
/cootiriuaUyaiiseadwig  $iid  4pfc?admg ,  jud  tby 
Head  i  like  Qidepm  Fletipd »  (ball  be  Wju^r'd 
witbtbc  dew!  of  HeavoP)  %^bil^  tbe^yenb^Iii^viog 
WorJcl  (ball  be  4ry  5  and  a}!  this  (hall  be  thioe^ 
i£  rty  Li).vc  V  pily  JVfcrQy ,  imy  Kindpe(s  c^n^  prie? 
vail,  with  tbce,add  ^tlgage  tb^s  k^  think  (eiipiifly 
wbaiihpu^uildb  io  pk^i^Qod^  apd  tq  be 
loipplrfbr  even  i.O.finnjer.j  had  thole  who  now 
lio  iwekring .  tliddi^k'  the  b^rn^ng  wra^h  of  hV 
piighty  God ,  fucb  an  pff^r  a>  this ,  hp^  WQukj 
t|ieffcap,  and(tttTimpbi>  a()d.,jig|'ee-tp  (q  r^t 
funli^W:  a  condition,  and  thank -Gpd  upon  their 
jbendtd  knees,  day  and  night ,  apd  prai(ib  bioi 
^f'ithoijt interroijOIon ,  thatiietyill  vpucbfij^^ttj' 
peceiyetbem  pa  no  harder. t^r/pi  tbanthei^t  P 
iinner,.  Is  thy  heart  of  ftone,  tha(  it  do^H dot 
dillolyc  a^  this  gracious  Mefli^ge  ?  Cm  th^  S^oi^k 
i^oM  put  agajnftthe&.bpvveli;  pfpotppa^on^ 

Poor 


Poor  ftubixn'O  Wretch !,  were  not  thy  beartall 
it^el ,  w(xe  not  tby  Conlcijcoce  (eared  »  how 
fcouldft  ihoa  forbear  b(iQg  prick'd  at  the  heart, 
^skdOi  thou  but  the  leaft  fpark  of  good  nature 
jleft  in  thee  ,  what  might  not  tbe^  golden 
fCbm$)i  tkdk  Gikcn  Strings,  thefe  Cords  of 
Love  I  do  witjii  tby  immortal  Soul }  Tb^  only 
xeafon  that :  the  Servants  of  Binh^dad  had ,  to 
jbumble  t^ieaalelves  to  i^  Kic^  of  Jfrael ,  wa^ 
^bis,  Wf^  kfM  ke^rd  that  tie  Kings  of  IJr^el  art 
■pufcifHl  Kipgs.  Sinner,  haft  not  thou  both 
lieard  and  (een^  and  (eeft  it  to  this  day,  that  the 
I  rue  King  of  Ijrad  \%  a  mer^fui  King  j  and  will 
j^iot  ihis.  prevail  with  thee  ^  to  throw  thy  felf 
dowp  at  his  feet,  and  ki(s  his  Scepter^  and  coo- 
iider  thyimprudence,  in  deviating  ib  loQg  from 
the  end  pf  thy  Creation  and  Redemption^  and 
fnake  thee  contented  to  part  with  all  the  ftrong 
jholds  of  iniquity  within  thf  e  ^  and  with  all 
imaginatiomi,  that  exalt  tbemfelves  againft  the 
i^dienceofCi&r//^  jf^yiv;  '^_    - 

■*  . 

% 

O  do  not  tell  me,  ihat  thou  wtk  moft  cer- 
tainly bethink  thy  (elf  fome  time  hereafter^  when 
(ickne(i  md  approaching  death  ihall^  take  !thee 
pff  from  |;by  worldly  bufin^es:  Vain  foolifli 
lAmJ  How  doft  thou  know  thou  (halt.ltVe  till 

tp  mQTfi^yt.^  for ,  What  ,|r  tt^  life  f  wm  a,  w- 
fMr  that  appears  far  aUttk  time^  a^d  tf)tH  tfa* 

nff^s  4v^*  How  niany  t  thoufands  are  cut  off 
as  they  age  .goi  Ag  up  i^e  hill ,  in  the  noon  of 
their  days ;  before  half  their  race  be  run  ?  and 

what 
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what  Patent  haft  ihoii  from  lkaWfi,i^«t  ir  fhd 
not  be  thai  with  thee  ^  ^cxt  latt^at  that  m> 
pemance,  which  men  begin,  when  tbey  cm 
keep  fin  and  the  world  no  lodgtf  |  he  Ikes  ith 
forc'd«and^uee2'd;aod  weak,andi«eble9  and 
will  God  accept  of  thy  Ddrotton^  When  thou 
bafl?  exhaufted  the  cream  and  fnarroir  of  thj 
booes  in  the  Devirs  (^rviee  }  How,  Gnner  ?  con- 
der  thy  ways  upon  thy  Deaih4ied  ^     Mad 
man  I  Doft  thou  know*  what  Omfidcracioa 
means^ }  the  Soul  muft  be  in  its  foil  ftiengtb,  that 
conSders  the  finiulnefs  and  (ad  conftqu«noes  of 
her  life.    Ooft  not  thou  fee  how  in  fii^nrfi  the 
Soul  fy mpathifces  ^  with  the  Body  ?    hour  iht 
Mind'  tangQi(he§  with  the  Fleflb  ?  h6w  'wesk^ 
how  feeble  the  thou^s  are  wpon^  Death- 
bed  i  how  the  mind  n  employed  with  think* 
ing  of  the  pain,  and  angirtth ,  aiki  uneafincfs  of 
the  Body?   how  tnens  weakneG  icftrce   gtves 
them  leai^  to*  repeat  4ie  Lur^ts  Prayep^  ifitire, 
without  interruption  ^«  hpw  fellli^  their  E« 
ftates^  and  difpoling  of  thqir  worldly  affairs^ 
and(brrOWj*  aAd  vtotatkxl  y  that  ihd^  have  hot 
inanagcd  tbdir  feoAlar^  concerns  ^with^  greater 
prudenccf  /  takes  up  tlieif  ci^tatieoiii  ?    and 
how  ttMrfi^fy  ai)d  fuperfictal^'tneiis  ^tbonghtt^ 
of  fin  ,- and  of  another  WoHd are '^^'ektieptj 
they  have  gotten  a  ^h^it  of  Ue^enlyn 
edne§  V    by  a  long  and  conftant,|>rti^ice 
Holin^s  ,  in  the  time  of  their  health  and 
berty  before  >    And   dbth  Sail vaxion  defenrt 
no  more  ,    but  a  few  (leight  and  4^tQ^| 

_       reffexiooi 


feftnadiH  ,  whetl  t^hou:  Mk  a  dyidg  >  Cnift 
th0u  tiatc;  Ikdt  low  t^bb^ts  of  crerlafHng 
Ciotf ,  -66 16  let  Goofideration  of  k  came  be* 
Mod  ^  the  iati&iadk>t»  of  thy  fle(h  }  Canft 
thoa  «iitert«in  fujch  pitifitl  ibeaking  oohoeitt 
concerning  that  mighty  Heaven »  Cod ,  out  of 
Hk  ^llgiilar  lAd  xmparM' d  raercy ;  bath  con- 
iidcended'  uy  prOAife  to  his'^intt ,  as-  to  de^ 
hy  ^  c60Ht«niphitions  v-  and  t^  taking  a 
^iew  of  it;  till  thy  hea(^(htltgt  braak  »  and 
Uiy  throat  b^giok  to  itttle ,  and  the>  Houfe  ii 

pfd  firtbe  Ikkalatul'bit  Atigeh,    Alas  I  when 

MM  are  ii;d^ng,  the^tioie  dP  workkig  is  paft, 
ftkate  «te  Dlght  wherein  no  tnao  cdn  work  $ 
th6t't -the  tidie 'indeed  to  f eap  coaifort  of  ouf 
tmnHf f  ciMfbi^lMioUEf  pvadieet  ,  but  not  the 
tftne  to  ^ik  out  bar  Salvation  in  ;  that's 
ihe  tiibe  of  #ejoy^ing  y  4)i«ittfe  oar  redea^i« 
j»f»  dtawv  M^h  ,  «iot  thfftiner-  of  fitting  out 
fioQi  the^'gatH  «f  (ieH  ^  «hatV  tlie  tine  to  li^ 
nifli  our  courfe  with  jof ,  not  the  tiaie  to  be- 
gin a  holy  life.  Alas  f  the  ftrength  and  vigour 
lifaittfa  iMift  %e  ttfed  In  a  Heavenly  oonveria* 
Hon  s  k  ^hen  gone,' and  neti-are  jiiil  upon  the 
ftotat  tof  icdkoning  with^dod ;  their  Aocount» 
null;  1^  be  iwady  ^  not  to  make  up:  fo  that 
If  diott  avt  ^t  ready  now  t&  take  thy  Spiritual 
<t<tticeitii»  ikii^  feiioas  ^onfideratcoo ,  thy  heart 
wW  be  h»rdn^dfeveryidiay  tltore  and  more,  and 
fhe k>Bg»i<bott  lfrv«ft ,  tht hCi mind iliou  wilt 
^ye  to^  about  it  ^  and  ^^Ihou  doft  not  think' 

it 


\ 
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ft  worrh  thy  trouble  tp  f|>are  now  and  then  an 
hour  from  thy  worldly  bufinefles  to  mind  t\k 
one  thing  tectOfary  ^.thoa  doft  af,goQ<j  as  cdl 
God  ^  ttut  thou  wilt  have  none  of  fats  Heave^ 
and  jodgefl:  thy  (elf  ud  worthy  of  eternal  Jife 
^     -  • .         ..       A  '  ^ 

O  Gnmer,  the  piSefent  time  is  the  ^ay  of.  Sal- 
vation ,  this  is  the  acceptable  time  »  now  ftrtkc, 
Jind  thy  fm$  will  falj  3  :  now  ftrive ,  and  the 
Crown  Will  be  tbiiie;  now  fall  to  wprk ,  apd 
promife.  thyt  i^lf  eteitiritreft  ;  thQU  canft  call 
do  time  thine  own  but  thd  preient ,  that's  ooljr 
in  tbide  hand»  j  nmkc^  .u(e  of  th^t^  and  (avc 
thy  felf  froita  this  un&oward  gencratfpQ.  Extri* 
c?ate  thy  felf  from  the.  delufioni  of  t^e  fleA^ 
take  courage,  and  be  gone  3  (t^y:poc  inS^ 
dom ,  now  accept  of  Morcjt)  noifp  \^ ,  up  thy 
Treifure,  and'fecuife^xby  ri^t  to  the  Tree  of 
Ltfe^  now  remember^^y  Qjei^CMr^'and  G«d 
will  remember  tbc«.  when  'he/:ii(f^es;  up  Ma 
Jewek  V  and  f^re  tbfce 9  %%\ %  xsm\  wo^d  Ipto 
his^own  Son  that  ferveib|ai».f 


^  k  •    « f    /•    4 


Hear  then  this «  Mea»  Fajtbctny  a«i4iBfetbren, 
theCod  of  ybur  Fatliier8,^t|i<;.|Go4;Qf  ^^4i6«Bi^ 
%he  GiwJ.af  Iftiacy  and  theGqitiL'af,JF*<v*  hath 
lent  u«.  to  vou»  to  Sftltj^ii » tt^  tibSui^per  n 
r«ady^  4)iq  the  docxraape  open ,  aiMl  tW  Cuefts 
are  ciOme,  and  yet- there  is  room,  fuiiif  that  yoa 
itiay  BU  the  rootn  whi^  is  left ,  is  (he  tOQ^^ 
we  €ome  to  acquaiitt  yoa  withal  l|oili;hi(Q»  who 
deligW J»>t  in  the  djnitb.Qf  a  taer ,.  but  WQtjId 

have 
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have  htm  r  turn  and  live.  Hear  this,  y^  great 
Ocies»  yt  NoUes,  ye  mighty  Men ,  and  confidtr 
your  ways :  cbnfider  whether  that  voluptuous 
life  you  lead ,  is  like  that  Kfe  which  that  Savi- 
our, in  whom  you  pretend  to  believe^  doth 
pre(cribe  in  his  Gofpel  ?  Confider  ivfaether  you 
art  not  obliged  to  praftife  all  tho(e  Virtues  and 
Duties  that  the  meaner  fort  perform  ?  and 
whether  in  '^framing  to  your  felves  a  riew  way 
to  Heaven,  a  way  diflferent  from  what  the  Word 
of  God  doth  repreient  ^  you  are  like  to  be  hap* 
py  in  thofe  Gaftles  of  Air  you  build ,  and  like 
to  arrive  to  that  Glory  which  you  wifli  (bi", 
and  hope  to  be  received  into  ?  Confider  what 
your  pride  and  (en(uality  will  at  lafl  conclude 
in  ?  and  whether  you  will  dare  to  brave  it  at 
the  great  Tribunal ,  as  now  you  do  on  Earth, 
where  you  have  no  body  to  controul  you  MTe 
that  are  Magiftrates ,  whom  Providence  hath 
pbced  over  Others  to  execute  Juftice ,  and  to 
ifhew  a  good  example,  Confider  your  ways.  Con* 
iider  how  heavy  your  coniHivance  at  the  moft 
notorious  fins  ,  fins  that  offer  to  pluck  evea 
Cod  out  of  his  Throne  ,  will  lie  up6n  your 
Cbnfcienees  one  day  !  Confider  what  hurt  you 
db,  how  ioaany  Souls  you  mine  by  your  de* 
bauch'd .  and  luxurious  lives !  Confider  whether 

• 

you  can  (atisfie  God  as  ^afily  as  you  can  do  Man^^ 
and  whether  that  in juftice,  tl^t  oppreffion,  that' 
covetoufnels ,  thatleWdnels  yoii  make  hothtng 
of  now ,  are  not  fins  weighty  enough  to  bear 
you  down  into  the  burning  Lake }  Ye  Learn-- 

ed 
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ed  Mien ,  whether  Minift^  or  Qthe» ,  >  wIlQ  Ac 
and  koQW  mpre  di^a  the  Vulgar  4<y»  Ctfi^iim 
j^m  ways..  -  Con(i<ler  whether  that.gre^t  know^ 
ledge  yo^  have  wiU  not  pvocarp  jrou.  4cniUe 
flnpes ,  if  yoa  improve  it  not  ioto  »  htghter  <k» 
gree  of  ferloufiicfi,  tihaq  comnoQ  pet^kt  uirs 

CoqGder  what  a  ridiplkNW  thiog  yoM  QiPke  Rjb« 
ligipn,  if  being  perfwad^  voA  Qonvinofyl  of  tic 
rationality  ofit « .yo«d^oot  exprfisil^^powet 
pf  it  in  ypDr  ccKiveffvH^    Cwifider  wlM»hcr 
building  Heaven  with  your  Voigw «  4nd  Hdl 
witb  yopr  behavioyr  and  depnrtmient,  wiU  net 
bringdown  uponyoti  the  (evfrt^ft  PlagMf  thit 
are  wr^t^n  in  tl^e  3<)ok  of  jGpd  I  <y«  thiif  we 
Hearers  of  the  Word,  and  frequeot  thi(  T^oqpje 
of  the  Ujrd^.to  b$  fa»ght  hi^^taunt^sgqd  hii 
Ordinances^  Cmfid^^fw  peajif,    Cppfider  wh^ 
ther  Cqmmf  «atrea^|[$tW9tn4n^4pP09f«*  9fid 
^dmonttioas,  in  fealoo  and  ooc  o*  %M»n»  whkk 
you  take  no  notice  of^  will  no);  be  beoog^  in 
(Hie  day ,  as  evidences  tp.  ju^fie  .yottr««eti^ft- 

^  <w)deiBoation  ^.  C^ofider  bow  P^  h  }\k9 
^feiept  your  ibarreon^  ^od  unfriiijtfiilQf^'  «a- 
aer.the  richeft  i^eans  pf Oracq)  undfc  the  drop^ 
^gs  of  his  fatneii  I  Gpnfider  how  ii^V  Ow 
may  ponifh  yoitf  not  digjeftj^g-  find  ^i^yiot 
lus  Conmandi  and  Pre«ppM  ^  yourifibtvt^*  «vitj|i 
hardnefs  and  blindnfl^  ofhitar^,  #qd!wWh(tr' 
this  Jod^ent  be  not  4none  ^»$9C  Ih^a  ilA;. 
World  IS  iiware  of,  «ad  wihetfepr  you  4(9  jIIW 
participate  of  that  |wig«ept  ^  ^r  .th^,  /^  yi$ 
that  carry  j^bctpfiiit  t  Aflge^frl  li9M^  4°  JTfnic- 
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flaykig  yoitc  Sbab  to  vicious  ^Skdaofis  m\\  qooM 

to^  and  wfaietAier  tliey  wtQ  not  thtive  bet^^ft  be- 

ln^Jrradi^ted  wtdi  Heiivmly  Itgh^t  thai)  nrarm* 

«d  ^  Hdliflii  JUifts  ^  and  wJ»her  it  w^looc 

^  tiioift  for  .your  credit  to  ndvaiiee  them  to 

^»m  pmDkttefciftre  and  beauty^  ctiaa  {ofe  them 

hf  fin  atid  inoity;    Sirs «  yw  ftand  japon  the 

liMiikcf  a^bottoodds.pk  i  m\»  bat  a  ram, 

wbote  kmoi  se  ctack*dt  wouAd  not  look  abwt 

hknfelf?  tbe;leaft  pufti  or  thruflt  icnds  y<m  tbi* 

thfir$  WJ)a«fouid  not  take  (bene  pains  to  gc* 

into  an  Harbour  >  The  Ship  is  ready  to  be  caft 

away  9  the  Mafts  are  fpiit »  it's  leaking  on  every 

fide  5  Who  would  not  lay  hold  of  a  Plank  to 

faye  bimfelf  from  drowning  ?  If  you  know  not 

what  to  do  with  that  power  of  G)n(ideratio(i 

God  hath  given  you ,  marvel  not  if  God  takes 

it  away  s  and  fince  you  will  not  bethink  your 

ielves  how  to  be  freed  from  0n  and  mifery ,  pnv 

tefts  in  his  anger  ^  that  you  (hall  not  be  aBlelo 

make  u(e  of  that  power  any  more »  in  order  to 

obtain  Eternal  Life  5  (ince  you  will  not  take  up 

that  Sword  of  the  Spirit,  to  cut  the  cords  of  Sin 

and  Di(bbedience ,  no  wonder  if  God  blunts^ 

and  dulls  the  edge  of  it,  that  it  (hall  be  of  no 

u(e  to  you ,  when  you  would  employ  it.    O 

Chriftians ,  there  is  no  jefting  with  a  merciful 

CkA  i.  tii^here  the  greate(l  mercy  is  fcorn*d  and 

receded ,  What  can  ye  exped  but  the  feverefl: 

.  judgments  ?  Be  wi(e  theretore  before  the  black 

Decree  be  irreverfibly  fign*d  and  (eal'd  againft 

you  5 
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yon )  you'll  Uefs  the  hour  and  the  day  whidr 
.  be^  the  Date  of  your  entire  and  Onoefe  agree- 
ment to  God's  Will  in  this  partioalar  3  and  whed 
you  (ball  find  ^  by  bl^ed  ^experience ,  that  this 
i^rious  confideration  of  your  ways  ^  the  gate  to 
Paradi(e>  you  11  admire  the  Bounty  ^  WiHiooi, 
and  Goodhefs of  Cod ^  that  moved  yonrfaeam 
to  embrace  the  motion,  and  you  will  not  be 
able  to  forbear  breaking  out  into  fingtng  the 
Song  of  Msfisf,  and  the  Song  of  the  Lamli,  BUf 

Jufg^  Honour^  and  Qlory  be  unta  him  that  fits  upm 
tbeTbrane^  and  unto  the  Ijimb  for  ever  and  e^et* 
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chap:  viii. 

^y  Rdiremeni  and  Prayer^  the  two  great  Helps  fa 
Canfideration.   Retirement  prave^  to  be  necej^ 

farjf  td  mak$  Confideration  of  (mr  optrituat fi^Ue 
more  quicks  and  lively.  Prayer  calls  in  the 
i^Jiance  of  God's  Spirit^  and  renders  the  Warl^ 
i0e3»aU  A  F ornt  of  Praytr  to  he  ufednpon 
ibis  occafiom 

I  Will  Charitably  fappofe ,  that  the  preee- 
ding  Exhortation  may  have  tnade  fome  ioof^ 
preffioD  upon  my  Reader »  and  made  him, 
in  (pme  meafure ,  willing  ^  t6  think  more  c^ 
his  Soul^  and  of  the  danger  it  19  in^  and  of 
his  Eternal  ftate^  than  tormerly  be  ufed  to 
do  $  and  therefore  10  (hew  him  hot^  this 
Confideration  muft  be  managed »  that  it  may 
in  truth  conquer  and  fabdue  fait  ioordi* 
nate  affe&ions ,  and  make  them  fubjed  to 
the  beft  of  Matters,  I  (hall  lay  xlowtt'fom^ 
neoeHary  whelps  to  Confideration ,  and  ^cKa 
are  ^  <t6:mention  no  tnor^  ,  Retiremeki  and 
Brajen    <   •  »    •  • 

^  L .  Retirement  Though  I  readily  grant,  (aryl 
do  ooniaiend  it  too)  chat  Men^s  they  are  wafk*' 
log  with  others,  or  travelling,  or  going  ab)Poad^ 
STOat<thik  neoe&ry  occafion,  or  Handing  in 
dbeir  Sb<^^  pr  other  Rooms,  where  Company 
i; ' /.  I  Ff  goes 
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goes  in  and  out,  may  thtnk,  that  the  couriiB  ^hq 
Have  taken  hitheno  is  not  fafe .  and  therefbn 
it  s  high  time  to  change  and  alter  it :  yet  ieein^ 
thoie  thoughts  are  too  much  diverted  by  ieQ< 
fual  objeds,  and  apt  to  go  no  farther  th^n  thf 
mind  or  underftanding  ,  ^nd  reach  no  deeper 
thaq  fpeculation  5  it  muft  neceflarily  fbliow, 
that  Retirement  is  requifite,  to  make  it  reach  the 
affedions,  and  to  fpread  it  as  fkr  as  the  life  aad 
converfation. 

By  Retirement^  I  do  not  mean  ahlconding,  or 
hiding  ones  felf  in  a  Corner  in  the  Countrey, 
or  in  a  WilderneG  ,  but  retiring  in  our  own 
JHoufes^  Let  the  place  we  live  in  be  never  fo 
populous ,  to  be  fure  we  have  Chambers  to  \Kt 
private  ins  and. as  the  rich  may  make  their 
beft  Rjoom  a  De&rt  for  this  wmk,  fo  the  poor 
jp(l  toay  convert  any  Corner  in  their  Houfes  io- 
€0  a  place  for  this  Exercife  s  it's  not  the  neat- 
ne6  of  a  Clofet  that  deanfes  the  Soul  from  fil* 
thm^if,  nor  the  curiofity  aAd  convenience  of  1 
Withdrawitig*room,  that  fits  tbe  heart  for  bin 
that  m^deits  but  as  Chrift  made  fometimesa 
Moubtain»  fometiiiaes  a  Ship,  fometites  a  Ciq6 
bis  Pulpit  s  K>  ^  Man  may  make  a  Meacfow, 
9  Fiekl ,  a  Woo^  9  a. Garret,  any  Comer  in 
ibis  Houle ,  a  place  (it  to  retire  in ,  to  oqnfr 
^r  ferioufly  how  the  caft  ftands  between 
Qq^  and  his  own  SouL  .  I  ksone  whatldeii  do 
cXMuiBonly  objed ,  iihe»  istry  f^  tfaitag  tb^ 
Qbjed  N^tinft  Con&ioratioti  k.  iUf  ^  aad 
whereof  we  bav^  fiiflideaifljD  \ipq^ 


\ 
\ 
\ 
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ieeahd  impedtaieM,  viz.  That  they  have  a 
great  deal  df  bufinefe  ,  and  they  can  fpare  nq 
twit  Tor  t!hfe  retirement  Bufinefi,^  no  doubt, 
fBQft  be  dbne,  but  there  is  a  time  for  every 
thing  ,.  and  a  feaibn- for  every  purpofe  under 
Heaven .  and  then  fure  there  muft  be  a  time 
Iot  thb  Spiritual  retirement  too,  if  there  be  nor, 
•we  are  obliged  to  find  time  for  it  5  he  that  can- 
hot,  or  rather-  wHl  not ,  bad  as  good  fay,  he 
hath  no  time  to  b^  (aved  ,  and  he  that  canriot 
ibtoethnes  bfcgleft  the  concerns  of  his  Body,  or 
Eftate ,  for  the  concerns-  of  his  better  parr, 
derides  Salvation ,  and  does  not  believe,  that 
there  is  fach  a  thing,  or  if  rfierebe,  that  it  19 
of  (b  much  value,  as  the  dirt  and  dung  he  gro- 
vels in;  lt%  true;  Mtf»4;/^  retirement  was  for- 
eed ,  much  agamft  hiswill,  yet  (till  jt  was  pri- 

vicy  that  contributed  mtwh  to  his^  amendment, 

Ibr  while  he  was  cnconrpifi'd  with  Ms  Coiir- 

tiers  arid  Flatterersi  and  htrfe^^rtitig  Crettr;  he 

thought  Religion  ^  *thirtg  bdlow  nim  ,  and  a 

cNew  Greature  but  a  cantitig^  terra ;  but  being 

•alone  ^  none  but  God  and  hts  calatjiity  abotrt , 

^hithi  havk)^*  n^hing  td  tafte-off  his  thoughts, 

from  reflefting  on  his  Apoftafie ,  behold,'  hnw 

Gonfideratipn' melts  •  him ,    his  Confcience  fets 

upon  him ;  ii^^kcs  htm  afhaitjed  of  his  unftith- 

felnefs  tohis'Croid,  makes  the  Tears  ftand  in 

^hls  Eye^  ■,  -arid  fe  ^^^  i^his  change ,   that  he 

who  had  fcxcccded '  all  the '^ .r^  i^o«nd  a- 

'iknkt  Mm  in  fdbhitry,iattd  le^dnefi,  itnme- 

"fikitdy  takff  att^aj^  aH  the  ftrange  Gods^  ^  atui 

L-'^  Ffa         .  tbt.; 
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the  Idols  out  oftht  Boufi  of  the  Lor4f  and  aU  tie 
Mars  that  he  bad  buiU  on  the  Mounp  of  the  Haujk 
of  the  Lord^  and  in  Jernfalem^  andjcaft  tbe^m  mti 
of  the  Citjf^  and  commanded  Jndah  to  firve  the 
Lord^  2  Cfaroa  33,  15,  i6, 

•  '      .    •  •     .  ... 

Sopleaiing  is  this  retiremei^it  to  God,  that 

h€  doth  exprefly  call  himfelf ,  Our  Father  which 
fees  in  fecret^  Matth.  6.  4.  When  ChriSi  had  a 
mind  bis  Difctples  (hould  fee  hb  Glory,  he  dodi 
not  carry  them  to  Jerujalem^  leads  them  not  in- 
to the'  Market*place  ,  doth  -  not  nm^le  them 
with  the  Multitude,  bids  them  not  attend  km 
at  Herod's  Court  ^  for  hie  knew ,  thefe  places 
would  rather  diftrad,  than  help  their  Devo- 
tbn :  but  he  fummbns  them  to  go  up  with  biio 
into  a  hkh  Mountain  apart,  bids  them  retire 
irom  iecuiar  bufinefles,  leave  their  (enfual  affe* 
^^ions  at  home ,  feparate  themfelves  from  fudb 
Worldly  Employments,  as  were  apt  to  take  19 
their  Minds ,  that  their  thoug|its  might  be 
more  at  liberty,  to  contemplate  his  Glory, 
and  the  Transfiguration  might  affed  them 
more,  and  make  the  deeper  impreffions  upoo 
them. 

Conte  my  Peifle^  enter  thon.into  tbf  CbastAer^ 
and  Jbut  thy  doors  about  thee.y  and  tide  thffijf^ 
faid  God  to  the  Sinful  Men  of  Ifiael^  when  he 
Ind  them  turn  and  repent ,  Efa.  76.^0.  To 
(hew,  that  a  Chamber  is  a  fitter.plaoe  for  tbeir 
.  work ,  than  a  Theater,  and  a  Clofet  pioie  fn^ 
per,  than  a  Hall ,  or  Dinipg-Room^  and  lock- 
ing 
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ing  our  (elves  up,  a  Better  preparative,  thande« 
lighting  in  variety  of  Company. 

'  R  was,!  eonfefi,  too  kvifh  an  expreffion 
vrhibbthe  Hermit  in  Sulpitwf  vikd^  That  be  who 
tPOS  vifted  by  Men ,  cmld  net  be  vijlfed  by  An^ 
geh^  yet  iaibm&Kfped  he  faid  truej  and  he 
that  doth  not  love  to  be  alooe  fometimes,  h 
aot  like  to  teceive  the  vifits  of  th^fe  Mintftring 
S^mts. 

It  was  in  rettrement ,  rilat  Ebjab  rais'd  the 
dead  Child,  i  KJffgs  17. 19.  and  by  th'e  Kiv&r 
^  Qbdntr  it  was,  in  a  lonely  place,  that  God  ap- 
peared to  Ezecbifl^  So  be  revealed  bimfelf  to 
Mofit  in  the  Bttfb ,  when  at  ia  great  diftance 
from  Men,  and  Crouds  of  People :  aad  there- 
fore it  was  excellent  advice  S.  Cbiyjifim  gave 
to  a  Man,  vdio  intended  for  Silvation  i  Depart 
fi-dm  the  High-way,  and  tranfplant  thy  (elf  m 
(bflie  inclofed  ground,  for  it  is  Hard  for  a  Tree 
tliait  (hinds  by  the  way-(ide,  to  keep  her  fruit 
till  it  be  ripe. 

What  S.  Bafft  faith  of  a  Solitary  Life,  nay 
HI  ft  great  meafure  be  apfrfied  to  fuch  retire- 
ment .•  It  IS  the  &:hod  wh^re  Men  are  taught 
Celehial  Dodrine ,  and  Divine  Arts  aUd  Sci-^ 
ences  are  indifed  by  nothing  fo  foon  ,  as 
by  this  Difdpline.  This  is  a  Garden  of 
delighUM  where  Vertues ,  Bke  glittering 
Flowers  ,  fend  forth  their  grateful  O 
do\|rs.    Here  grows  the  Red  Kofe ,  fervent 

F  f  3  Charity, 
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Charky;  Here  rife&  the  M9k- white.  LiHy  iJtn^ 
(lity.  Here  the  Myrtle  of  Mortificatioii  is  feeo^ 
and  the  Frankincenfe  of  Prayer  is  here  to  be 
found*  O  Retfr^oi^nc ,  ^  the  joy  of  San&ified 
Mndsj  and  the  (eat  of  all  fpiritual  ISbfls  5  "Thy 
Vertue  is  the  (aime  with  that  of  the  Batyh* 
nim  Furnace  i  for  by  Faith '  vtfaou  li|eepeflr 
oiF  the  burning  heats  of  Luft^r^^TTfaoa  larr 
that  Oven ,  wheie  «he  Vefibk  of  Honour '  Ave 
prepared.  Great  Store-Houfe  of  Heaveiily 
War«5  .where^  %\  ^rioie  rjch  Merchandize  of  the 
Spirit  is  hoarded  up  Vaft  Shop  of  Spiritual 
Exerctfes,  where  th^  Soulccxncs  tpr  be  reftoir^d 
to  h<^r  Ci^eatota  Jmge^  ahd  returns  to  the  pci-; 
rtty  of  her  Original.  :. .!  ^        '        1 

Thpu  iiiaK^ft  iotleed  the  Li^  fpale  with  Faft- 
ing)  but  make^  .^eSdul  fat^  suid  flonrifhing: 
^}^e\x  tp^^ft  tim'iGood  Man  (bhd:in  the  CaAle 
ofliis  p^n  clatiliediMihd,  and  look  down  with 
leonteaiptroil  thii  nether  World  I  *  :  - 

...Sicjflfl  Tent^  wbertf  our  holy  War -is  carried 
on  ,  Canip  of  God,  Tower  of  Davidy  where 
hang  a  Thoufand  Shields,  all  fit  to.  keep  off  the 
fiery  darts  of  the  Devil !  Field,  where  the  Ijords 
Battles  a/e  lought,  where  the  Soul  nghts  againii 
iheFit^QSj  and  the  Fleih  againft  tiie  SeuL  - 

O  E^etirement !  The  bapf^  ^lace  where  Vi* 
ces  die»  and  Vermes  live,  and  lybere  Men  leafii 
what  it  Is  to  arrive  to  perfedioti.  'Gi|B|t  Liact» 
d^  of  Jaci^ ,  whereby  Men  dionb  to  Heavctii 
9Dd  Apgels  comedown  to  Mea.  Sweet  and  gol« . 
.  •    *  J  .  deq 


FaibmHottftt  BatboftbeSoiill  DeathofSio) 
Pttrgatdty  of  PUtbioefi.  Tboa  -dtiboyf  ft  tbd 
leofct  tmrigue^^oil  Pride,  wa^ieft  «wa]r  the  lia* 
flincis  of  ^in,  and  efoVMeftibeSoal-cothe  brigbt* 
nefs  of  Angek !  • 

For  indeed  we  find^  chat  n  a  Mans  realbn  « 
mdre  free  ta  fiich  Reaitcmcntf  ^  ^  God  is  nhd 
readier  to  meat  hitti,  as  theAitgels  did  ]f4ri»»^,  irt 
tlm  priTacy  ^  'and  10  4i^lay  10  him  tbe  vinity 
of  that  Work} ,  be  hath  dbced  on,  the  Sc^arkt 
dje  of  thofe  Sim ,  he  hath  defighted  in,  and 
thai  mraouloot  Idve,  he  baib  undervalii'< 
and  traoBpkd  on^  with  the  vengeance  he  haib 
procurad ,  -  and  been  greodjr  o(z  for  now  » 
appears,  that  the  Man  b  in  ^odearne(t-to  be 
fav'd  ,  and  to  fucb ,  God  mvw  deiiieir  hks  fa« 
vDur  ,  for  tnoft  Men  (day  wnh  R^eltgion^  go 
about  it,  a«  if  it  defer ved  no  pains^  and  there- 
fore here  God  doth  no  mighty  work,  as  being 
loth  to  caft  his  Pearls  before  Swine.  He  that 
retires  to  confider  5  what  he  muft  do  to  be  fa- 
ved  y  makes  Religion  his  bufine^  ^  and ,  thu^p 
that  ftek^me  thm  jhdl  find  me  ^  faith  Etertial 
Wifdqn,  Prov,8*  17,  Such  Mens  minds  h& 
it  willing  ta  over-fhadow ,  with  the  pdwer 
of  the  Higheft,  fncb  Men  prepare  to  meet 
their  X^od,  and  God  cerfainly  will  not:  fail 
tbem.  And  Cbriflians,  fay  yoa  what  ydu  will, 
either  the  Gofpel  is  no  Gofpel  ^  or  yoa))  -find 
by  wofoi  eitperiience,  tbat^  without  you  are 

F  f  4  at 


«t  fime  troiiUe  abcmt  yomr  tnaAdOmg  ooof 
ceais»  and  denjr  your  felves  in  yodr  tttncprc^t, 
cafe,  pka&re,  and puoftilb's of  greact»& ,  to 
mind  your  Spiritual  intereft , ,  and  wi(bout  Hea- 
yep  dotb  cofl:  yQ(i  (bioietliiiig  loore  than  oktU? 
nary,  Gqd  hath  no  Heaven  for  ybu. 

He  that  retires ,  and  fets  afide  his  Wdrldlj 
Ibofiiiefi,  add  makei  bold  with  the.  Convoy 
be  is  SQ ,  and  leaves  them  to  take  a  view  of  Jm 
duty  to  ^God,  and  Man  ,  that  Mao  laycs  force 
upon  the  Kiqgdoiq  of  Heayeb»  I  amfureofi^ 
yiole0{:e  to  \ns  carnal  intereft ,  vldeoce  to  flefli 
and  blood.  The  Heathen  could  fayt  that  the 
g0dl  fell  all  their  Gifts  and :  Bicb».  for  dtii* 
geQ0e,  and  Hidnftry^s  and  weiind  it  to  be  tifue 
of  this"  God  and  Father  of  dur  Lord  Jt/kfi 
Cbri^^  and  that  perfoin  who  (etires  ^  and  takes 
painlf '  with  Zacbem^  to  fee  Chrifty  May  eirpeft 
the  i^me  graciotis  return)  wbkrh  was^  made  ta 

that  Publican »  Thk  day  Sahathn  if.,  come  inioi 

Tbje.  truth  is,  (hoilld  God  difdoarre.  a  Sinnec, 
that .  i^  in  Cotqpanyjwith  other  Men ,  or  going 
abpfit  his  fecular  aftairs ,  he  wotKid  find  him 
y^WEki^nd  gapd,  and  (kretcb  himfelf,  and  gain  as 
t^ucH  actehnop.,  as  be  that  tells  2k  (kqty  to  a 
t|iaq^  whofe  mind  is: employed  about  other  ob*' 
][e^':  hp  l^ems  to  give  him  the  bearing ,  but; 
when  a  great  p2(rt  of  the  Tale  is  tokl,  he  ftarts 
pp,;aHid  kfksy  Wh4t  do  you  fry  ^  but  in  private, 
Whrre  thiere  is  Qone  but  God  and  his  own  Coq^. 

fcieoce. 
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fekPCl^  God  cai^!  beft  dnfwer  tlie  Sinner'^  ob«: 
jcdi0a$ ,  agatnft  a  ferious  Coofeiedfeious  Life ,: 
9ni  tbe  Siqiier  b  noft  likely  tp  mfod  toiOodsi 
PfOpoGtl^i  for  here »   if  tns  FIe(b  md  h\6od' 
dotb  plead,  that  the  fin  he  is  tp  leave,  i$  fvttt « 
and  pleafiog,  And  profitable.  Cod  caq  preiegdy^ 
argue  with  him}    Dofl:  tboii  call  that  fvreet; 
y/mch  is  moft  bittei  and  grieypus  tp  thy  Godi 
and.  mufl:  expiire  imp  the  Intteref^  groan^?  is 
chat  .To  pleafiog  to  thee  ,   which  oi^nd^^  and' 
grie\^:thy  bleHed  Redeemer,  who  descended  r 
iitto  Hell  to  (hatch  thee  out  of  it  ?  and,  Caiir 
any  profit  here  counterpoile  the  Eternal  lod 
of  thy  Soul }  ip  if  he  plead,  that  th$  fin  he ; 
barbors,is  but  a  l^tle  one,hi$  Confctence  can  im- : 
mediately  da(b  the  Plea,  and  reply  5  How  !  Can 
that  be  little  which  offends  an  irfflnite  Majefty^r 
Qan  that  be  little  which  nailed  Chriji  tp  his: 
Crols^  (ince  thouluioweft,  tb^t  this  litde;  fin(  ? 
is  injurious  to  God  $  Holinefs.    What  delight 
caoft  thou  take  in  affronting  him  ^  in  whofe 
power  it  is ,   either  to  (avetbee,  or  tp  damn 
thee  }  the  lefft  it  \3,  the  greater  (bame  it  is,  that 
thou  (bouldft  fjead  for  keepng  ii;  y  the  lefi 
it  ii,  the  foober  it  ibay  be. parted  withal'^  O 
flatter  not  thy  (elf,  thy  great  love  tp  this  (in, 
makes  the  fin  it  (elf  great  s    andj  Canft  thpM ; 
be  (aid  to  love  Cod,  that  canfl:  hug  that,  which 
thQii  luttQwefl:  -riiitft  cotinter  tohif  Honour  apd 
Glory.  ;. 

In  the  (ame  jBiintier,  all  other;  eiiceptions  may. 
be  anfiyer*d,  iwd'  the  Sinner  finding,  that  the 

"; .   V  reafons 
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reifons  he  fi)raerljr  thoaghv  iai^odbto,  «t 
fo  eafily  dafh'd^  and  blown  away  ^  i»  raoft  Hke4. 
Iv  to  hearken  to  the  far  ftroiag«r  'argiiiD«ni»  nf 
uod,  and  hb  own  G>n(cience  r  the  rather^  b^ 
cftttfe  he  retired  on  parpofe ,  to  have  a  ckawr 
fight  of  his  ways  than  before  he  had  5    and 
(bee  God  doth  voucblafe   him  ib  df(^iiid  a 
profpeA  of  his  FoHy ,  and  prepofterous  Lofve^ 
he  juftly  thinks,  that  not  to  ]4eld  to  God's  rea- 
fcmingp,  is  to  mock  htm  ^  and  favours  of  (ucfa 
ifa^atitude,  as  admits  of  no  es^(e«    Indeedi 
without  retireinent ,  our  Thoughts 'aiklO>n6* 
derations  flow  at  large ,  like  water  in  the  Sea, 
and  we  can  make  no  great  obfertations  coneem* 
ing  them:    but  in  retirement ,' they  are  much 
like  Water  in  a  Weather- Giais,  and  by  them  we 
may  gue(s,  what  temper  our  Soutt  are  ib,  wbe* 
ther  hot  or  cold,  more  exaftly 'than  men  do  at 
the  warmth  or  cbldnefs  of  theweorher,  by^  the 
rIBng  and  falling  of  the  liquor  in  thofe  Olafies. 
In  fuch  retirements »  a  Holy  awe  4nd  reverence 
(eizes  on  the  Soul  j  "Saind  when  I  fee  men  can  re* 
tire  to  drink,  to  play,  tofleep,  and  tadibauch 
tbemfelves,  I  (ee  no  rea(bnbut  t)iey  may,  (I  ad 
(are  they  have  greater  reaibn  todo  it)  retire co 
confider  the  good,  -and  welfare  ef  ibeir  itaaxn^ 
taf  Souls. 


>* 


I  hiave  already  proved  ^^  thaftiCbniideriitimi 
muft  be  frequent,  and  confequently  this  rewe^ 
iliientmuftbe'^too,  not  thsM^tmrn  muft  neiter 
refied  on  lus  ^ons,  cMr  mnld  whothCf  tfey  be 

good 


_j 


pEOod  oi*  bdd ,  bueii#beti  he^irlM^  ^fo,'Oem^ 

fiderationifi^ithtir  ociCafi6iUi);  ^^  ibltttin-^d 

firtDUty^  either  afihabkMl  |ui^e;  of  dh^'e^i 

tvitordihary  remen^ratiteV  y4M  former/ a$  }^ii 

UDhnerfalty  ufefuU  and  a  gre^t  rUfeiihi  tO  preveril 

fifi  in  a  true  Belieye^r  ^  to  ^heek  hita  wh«ri  M 

vrbul^  cottiiliit  it,  to  engagalhiift  to  repentalice| 

vviien?he  is  fallen^  to  direfif' hlitt  ^har  he  ttmH 

dd^*-0ftd'  to  eficoiftage  hta^  to  thofe  Dutiejii 

^ffsluch  ard  pracJartHVl  irt  biS  Ehre,^  as  nedeflaty 

coSalvanon')-*'ro  itfis  a  necdffary  teompintetti 

Mdnrfe  eVcir  We  are,^  or  v4T[a*ever<  we  are  da^ 

ingS^^rtd'  t'hefe^liccafionat  C«ifid€r&i?ons  neefl 

ttot  Tetirem^nt  y  feut  thfeiv  wfetr^  tlie  ftream-df 

aaii"^  life  mud  te  rarti'd,  ^fVte^idm  oF  th^ 

day  reviewed  ^how^  far  they  ti*ve  been  tgft^ 

ii>le  lotbe  Wilt«|f  God,  ho>tv=^r  th»f  have  beeti 

contrary  to 'it  i-  i»r  Habere  jr."ftmft  mprtificJAitoh 

fifnSta  nnift  W^ifed^j  or  Wlftit  a  long  negleded 

duty  muft  be  iDjede'a  f^miltik-  ^ft'ift  ttly  SoUlj^ 

m  a  wore! ; ;  iwhele  tbe  ^w^k  to- bc^  done.  Is  jof 

fooje  mofc  «liart  orl&nary  df^JuUy,  there  Vhote 

occalfiohar  r^lWOfls  Will -nof  fei?ve  turrt  ,  but 

noire  folemn '  i<bTf^£rattW  oAift  be  called  tn, 

and  the(e>^folebn  tdrifiderations,  are  properly 

rbe  things  wh)(^"1^fqv>ire  rettr^nlent  y  and ,  as 

m  .fit  fiiey  fMvMyioe  Ufed'  once  a  day   at 

leaft,   fo'  he  deith  ^Hly^  imad  the  intereft  of 

hh  ^oul ,  that  foftie  tJdie'Jfevery  day  Td^iK% 

anU  confidefsVlMM«^'>h^lfetft -behaved  liiiiifaf 

tbac    day    tQ^i^   GoiiMi  Man,    ivhe- 

ther '.  hh  beart  !hiitb  tXH  brtn  (too  much  car- 

!      •  ried 
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rkd  oat  after  the  comfortt  of  this  Wt 
what  iQcroachment  tbey  have  made  uj 
bis  love  to  God ,  and  how  they  wiU  fill 
Garden  of  his  Soul  with  Weeds ,  if  he 
not  ftop  their- progrefs  beticnes,  and 
them  up  $  what  C^pany  he  hath  bc^ 
that  day »  what  be  hath  done  in  his 
what  Us  thoughts ,  words  ^  dcGres ,  a< 
affisdions,  have  been  that  day ,  whether 
hath  not  been  more  concern'd  for  the  ttt 
and  perifhable  ricbes  of  this  life ,  than  tl 
blory  of  God  i  and  the  Salvation  of  his 
and  how  neceflary  it  is  for  him,  having 
a  fall  tb^t  day»  to  be  more  pateful ,  and  cai^ 
tious;,  and  drcomfeeft  the  n^xt  This  Coo* 
fideration  is  the  puUe  of  the  Soul,  which^  while 
it:  is  beatify  I  its  a  great  %)  that  there  k 
life  in  the  So^U  ^^  ^  9pod  argument ,  that 
God  will  incregfe.  a^d  enlarge  that  life.  And, 
as  edificationr'aiKl  progreG  in  gQodneis,  ougbt 
to  be  the  r^al  d^figns  of  retiring  from  the 
World  y  (o  it  djMh  necefiarily  Import,  that 
men  ought  to  cbufe  the  tiveli<ift  *  hours ,  or 
the  bours^  when  their  Sf^rits  are.moft  aj^ive, 
and  freeft  from  drowsine^V  fo^  fo  great  a 
work.  When  men  are  drowaty  and  ileepy, 
Confiderations  maV  often  CjCNpe  in ;  but 
they  are  fo  tweaks  and  (faint ,  that  tbey 
|eav«;  the  Soul  as  cold  as  they  found  it, 
^fi4  put  it  intgr  the  cifpioiftances  of  that 
]\daa  in  the  Ggjfoel  r  who;  took  Men  for 
rffiikl^i  Treef  ,    ^y^r  fopothirig  ,    but  knew 
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E&ot  w)iat  to  inake  of  it ,  or  w^at  name  to 

It*  » 


While  I  dm  diicourfing  thus ,  metbinks  I  fiao 

tlie  ienfuai  Reader  fmile^  .Retirement  ^  tI»idL8 

be ,  this  were  to  make  my  lelf  a  Prilbner  in 

ttbe  ibft times  of  Peace,  and  to  de{Hrive  my  felf 

of  that  freedom,  which    God  and  Natuie 

liave  given  me  s  This  were  to  go  idto  a  Mmmr 

Si&ry^  <ind  futmiit  to  the  Jevettties  of  a  Cm* 

vent :  this,  at  the  beft ,  can  only  befit  a  Priei^ 

but  can  be  no  qualification  of  a  Gentleman  r 

indeed,  if  Gentlemen  had  nOt  Heaven  to  gain, 

no  Hell  to  avoids   if  God  had  made. them 

Beafts ,  as  too  many  do  make  themfelves ,  we 

Qiould not  be difplealed at  this  rambling  talk; 

but ,  it  s  an  old  trick ,  where  Men  have  an 

averfion  from  a  Duty,   to  repreient  it  in  a 

difmal  drefi,  and  to  ,take  off  the  burthen  ftcOk 

their  own  Shoulders ,   and  to.  bind  it  upon 

others.    If  they  could  fatisfie  God  with  thc(e 

(huffl^ng$,  as  eafily  as  they  do.  their  own  Con« 

iciences , .  they  were  iafe ,  but  'thiit,  the  great 

day  muft  decide  v  and  when. the  Arcbangei  (baSl 

found  his  Trumpet ,  to  gather  the  Dead  fi»ai 

all  parts  of  the  World  5  and  God  ^  who  |>re^ 

4cribed  to  all  Meo ,  but  one  way  to  happtndi, 

(hall  tmke  a  &t\6t  Examination,  how  eveiy  Dnc 

hath  obierved  the  Rules  and  Statutes  ofi  diat 

wav  5  it. will  appear  ,  jthat  this  retirement^  m 

4xaer  to  a  fetious  poDdering^of  oiir  BS&aas^mi 

adutyincumbem  pa  feme  people  elfet  bdSdcu 

Minifters. 


Miniften.  :  .Be  tbatratiia  «iioti  this  aec»i]i^ 
doth  indeed  imprifon  himfelf^  but  it  is,  that  h 
may  attain  to  true  and  perfed  liberty ,  triumpt 
dVer  the  flavery  of  iip,  leadiilift  corrupHon  cap 
tm,  ^aad  fiiee  hi»(Hf  from  khe  dregs  and  drc^ 
which  corrupted!  Nature  hath '  brought  upoD 
hWki;  Little  doth  the  fenfual  man  think,  what 
ftlictty  he  robrhfihielf  of,  by  feoming  thift  it^ 
tsivaieot*  Here  Heaven  would  look  more  beau- 
tiful to  him^  than  in  a  Groud ;  here  he  might 
ill  a  manner  with  St,  Stefhm  ^  fee>  the  Heaven 
open ,  and  his  Saviour  flfaiiding  at  the  right 
Jiand  of  Cod  ^  bene  be  might  truly  enjoy  him- 
€t)fi  and  look  with  pity  on  thoCe  tten  ,  wh<^ 
like  Spirits  which  are  fixnetimes  feen  ia  ^flnes, 
ivith  great  labour,  do  nothing  at  all  to  any 
purpde^;  >  and  when  they  have  tired,  and  wea* 
ried thetnfelves in  the  World,  like  Flies,  bum 
themlelves  in  that  Candle,  about  which  they 
have  been  hovering. 

Come  Sinner,  prepare  thy  Pencil,  mingle 
iSm  richeft  Colours  thou  canft  get ,  Draw  thy 
feiful  carelefs  life ,  give  it  a  beautiful  Virgins 
Facd  f  Dcuw  all  the  ctearms  that  thy  fancy  cM 
fed  out  5  here^  Draw  the  Adoration  the 
World  payes  unto  her ,  •  there  the  bbwes 
and  cringes,  wh^dby  both  great  and  finaH 
infihuate  into  tier  fevoor.  On  her  Head 
Atm  a  Tre&i  :whdfe  Frutt  if  Gold ,  and  the  i 
Dmv.  whei^of  olkHj^tM  ra^  Pudls^  l$it  ^ 
rwbt:h4ad^>^kfe^4eRm0    aint  fac^  kfi  dM^ 

.    :!~:  L  gitts 
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:  |^C5.  t»  her  Okmi^  and  Votaries;    But  dien, 

.  wbeo  this  proud  Peacock  is  drawn  thus ,  in 

.all  her  dazling  Ckclei,  forget  i3ot  to  draw  her 

xigVf  feet ,  I  mean  an  unquiet ,  roaring ,  di- 

fturi>'d,  dtfbafted,  tiembltng  Conicience  5  for, 

injto  this  difinal  (hape ,  doth  diat  lovety  Afef- 

'$»aid  end.  c  On  the  other  fide.  111  p^int  a  Wil- 

dernefi ,  a  6rove »   which  wtfe  Nature  made, 

and~  ia  it  i'U  reprefent-  a  devout  Soul  kneel- 

.  ing,  and  with  the  Publican ,  Uniting  upon  her 

S^eaft;   then  will  I  draw  Heaven,  and  out  of 

fmi  Heaven,  Grade  and  Mercy  in  the  (hape  of 

an  Angel,  flying  diown  with  this  Meflage,  Fior 

f  4?/,  I  ba'9e  Redeemed  thee ,  thou  art  mne  5  and 

hqldhig  a  Bottle  under  (o  catch  her  Tears : 

iioinediatelv  upon  this ,  the  Holy  Chofl:  (bill 

be   ieen    defcending,    fpreading    his    Beams, 

and  ;  warming   that  Soul  ^   and  invigorating 

it  to  refift  tM  World,    the  Fle(h ,  and  the 

Devil:    by  ind  by  the  Glory  of  God  (hall 

appear ,     add    crown    all  *  with   Peace   and 

Joy ,   and  iniiiltt«  content ,  and  Eternal  Hal- 

Idujabs. 

And  now  Sinner ,  which  of  thefe  Pidures 
wouldft  thou  chuie>  £)o  not  the  honsely  ieet 
of  the  former  fright  thee  }  Can  all  the  Beauty 
tfaou&eft  in  that  paimed  Hark^,  coumervai 
the  aiS&ry  it  dies^  into  ^  Is  aq  cver-gnawkig 
OMfeience^  ntttteroT  ^rt  and  kughter  >  1^ 
id  thefe  paimMl  Gaudes  moft  break  into  a  diP 
inal  DoogcoQ)  ' Wilt  thoilaugh  a  whtle>  thai 

:  thou 
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/tfaM3^  rmayft  inoum  and  lameoft  (or  ever  ?  bi 
I  if  thou  art  fo  fond  of  this  dai^roas  Gardes 
;  tb^t  nothing  can  redaim  thee  from  being  de 
.  ligl^ed  with  it  V  take  thy  eboice  ^  ghre  mc  th 
,  pther  Landskip.    I  know ,  this  World,  Meoan 
.ib.  fond  of ,  e're  long  will  hare  an  etid,  and 
thjur;  pleafures  will  have  an  end,  and  tfadr 
fiqs  will  huve  an  end^  and  their  gipry   will 
have  an  end^f   but: where  thefe  end,    God's 
Juftice   and  Indignation   begins  ^   Bleflled  h 
the  man,    that  bath  then   the  God  of  jpi- 
'cpt  for   his  refuge,  the   Lord   will    deliver 
bim  in  the  time  of  trooUe:   what,-  if  leo- 
jay  none  of  the   Worlds    wanton  Solaces? 
I  know  where  better  and  ftronger  Cooiola* 
tions  are  to  be  bad  s   what  if  Thorns   and 
Bryars  furround   my  Lilies,    and  R^oies,  I 
know  they  are  but  to  prderve  them ,  and 
to  hinder  the  Devil    from  tearing  them  to 
pieces  :    thefe   Thorns    are    nty   Safeguait^ 
which  will  e  re  lor^  be   done  away  ^    and 
when  I   am  out  of  the  reaeh  of  all  En^ 
cues,    my    Lilies  will  continue   frefli,    and 
flouri(hing  forever:   What  need  I  covet  the 
World ,  .when  I  am  made  to  live  above  the 
World  ?    What  ftiould  I  love,  this  Earth  for, 
when  I  have  a  Ood  to  love?    Why  (herald 
I  dote  on  Nature,  when  I  am?intheftateof 
Grace?  God   hath  made: me  many  glorious 
Pro^iHes ,  How  can  I  forbear.  re|«yc^    utidef 
the  thoughts  of  tbem?  By  9di6fi:L  am  made 
pi}tta|ter  of  the  Oivtne  Huocpni.^  wondedul 

Digniqf  f 
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tiignity  I  Bteteg  ad  vanc'd  fa    y^^  Eufeb.  fikrem.  bV 
high.  Why  (houljd  I  be  ena*    Adot.  lib.  i.  cap.  1 2.  e^ 
liioury.wkh^iittlcDuft?    ^^«- 
when  God  haih  made  me  a  King 9^  Why  Ihbuld 
I  debafemy-felf^  or  ftoop  to  the  mean  employ-^ 
meat  of  s^P^afant?'  i  know  God  doth  nor  ft^ei 
as  mati  doih  (ecu  a  S^l  ^bk'  loM  him  above  all^ 
is  (QOfe  efteeored  in  his  light;  thisinthe  proirdef^ 
t^oharch)  nordb  rags  fright  him  from  fixin^^ 
btv  babftation  there ,  where  he  meets  with  anf 
hombie,  broken  beart :  let  others  glory  in  theii? 
great  Titles^  in  this  I'lt  glory,  that  t  anra  Child 
ofiGod.     Who  can  exprefir  the  Honour  God 
beftowson  thofe  tbatgire  their  hearts  to  him  > 
To  be  a  ChiJd  'of^God  is  infinitely  greater  Ho^ 
nour,  than  to  be  of  Kin  to  Princes ,  or  to  havef 
the  Blood  of  Nobles  running  in  my  veins.    A. 
father  e^^^reHe^' greater  endearments  to  him^ 
that  participates  ot  his  Nature^  and  draws  hia^ 
(ub^ance  from  him,  than  to  him,  that's  only 
like  him  in  thence  5  How  far  greater  love  then 
may  I  conceive  in  God  to  a  Child,  which  by 
Grace  is  a  ^  partaker  of  CMvine  Natdte^  than  tar 
tbeUeffed  Angels  tbemielves  }  The  whole  Crea« 
tion  in  a  tnanner  participates  of  the  Divine  Na« 
ture^  but  all  other  Creatures  are  bu^Pidtures,^ 
painted  Images  erf*  that  glorious  Nature  5   he 
that  is'  a  Child  of  Cod,  is  a  lively  Image  of  hia 
Father,  which  is  in  Heatren,  and  be  hgth  Fellow- 
IBip  and  Cooitnunion  with  the  Father,  andhis^ 
Son  J^  ChhJL  What  Myfterief are  thefe  thiii^ 
•i  Gg  tor 
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to  a  poor  Worldling  ?  but  Oh  hem  CDOifcMrlabli 
to  him  y  that  feels  the  good  S^rk  bearmg  mt 
nefs  with  bb  Spirit,  that  he  is  a  Child  of  God! 
ir  Cod  be  my  Father,  then  all  the  Riches  M 
bath  are  mine  5  if  he  be  mjr  Father,  he  cafimi 
but  take  fyedal  care  of  me  ;  for»  Cam  a  m§tl» 
forget  her  fifcking  child  ^  tb^  fie  fimUl  not  htm 
campajjim  cm  the  frwt  of  her  mmh 5  jemi^  fk 
^^y  forget^  yet  VPiU  I  mt  forget  thee :  Sebaid^  1 
have  engraven  thee  em  the  pdms  tff  mi  ikmdj 
m^y  49*  15)  16 n  Fathers  (bmedtQesexpofe  thdr 
own  lives  to  fave  thdr  Sons  j  God  hath  donek- 
finitely  more  foe  me,  for  he  aObmed  hiunaae 
Nature^  and  expofed  his  life  for  me ,  who  «ai 
his  Enemy ,  and  a  Traitor  to  turn ,  that  I  m^ 
become  his  Son. 

By  Grace  I  am  the  fiiend  of  God»  if  God 
bad  not  taken  me  for  his  Chikl ,  yet  how  excel* 
lent  ^  how  iocomprehenfible  woi^  the  &yoiv 
be ,  that  he  vouch&fes  to  take  me  into  the  num- 
ber of  his  friends  I  What  a  ftir  do  men  keqi 
to  purchafe  the  Friendftup  of  grea£  Men  ?  How 
little  do  they  efteem  the  Frtendflo^  of  die  Al- 
mighty ?  They  have  not  Soiila  clear  enough  to 
admire  the  Mercy  ^  their  underftandiog^  ate 
too  earthy  to  adore  fo  great  a  bounty  >  k  ie> 
quires  top  much  Spirit  and  Mind,  to  be  ravHbcd 
with  fuch  compafiion.  A  Frieiid  is  often  loved 
better  than  near  Relations  ^  What  may  not  I 
promife  my  fdf  from  tlm  Love  and  Frieactfliip 

of 


ibf  6ckl  ?  Wftat  cahmtty  or  &i(ei*f  i§  ther6,  in 
l^bidh  tbia  love  canoot  Kold  fny  bead,  and  keep 
ItftcW  afcJng?  to  be  lored  of  God ,  19  to  be 
.  hd  ¥fith  tbe  rkbeft  ftream  ,  ddd  tot  litve  upqii 
jMiiii  and  H^^jf;    If  Ood  laid  down  hts  Hie  for 

WK^t  will  he  not  do  for  bis  friends  ^ 
I  was  hii  eneoiy,'  God  feetned  to  love  mt  . 
tn^irt  than  'be  did  htmfdf ,  and  now  that  I  anir 
his  friend ,  Shall  I  think  be  will  love  me  lefs  than 
an  efiettf  }  How  Ihould  I  rejoycc  to  haVe  fucht 
a  friend  as  Jondthdn  was?  but  alas!  What  is 
this  friet)d(bip  to  Gods  kifve  f  All  hurftane  friend^, 
fhip  IS  perfedt  perfidkairnefi ,  in  comparifoii  of 
Gods  friend(hip;  God  fo  loves  his  fi'iends,  thai 
he  knows  not  bow  to  be  iepstrated  frotfi  them  9 
If  God  had  no  oth^r  place  to  move  \ti  but 
Heaven.he  wotiM  leave  that  Heaven,  and  comd 
down  and  |oyn  him(etf  to  thcfie ,  \(^hom  by  hif 
Spirit^  he  batb  adopted  into  the  nnmber  of  hi^ 
friends  s  fo  great^  (b  immenfe  h  his  love  to  thetn# 
He  that  is  a  friend  of  God  ^  tiecotnes  Gods  in^' 
dividual  ComptfAlftB*  What  ^  favdur  would 
it  have  been  eoDnted,  if  the  Son  of  God,  wherf. 
he  was  on  Earth ,  weald  helve  joyned  birtfelf 
to  One  particul»  voMi  and  v^oald  have  never 
departed  from  bitfi  It  What  a  priVitedge  thcrt 
ffitiftitte,  for  one  tvho  fs  God^  frknd^  tphavd 
the  Dtvhiky  always  p*diint  wlih  hins,  noi:  only 
us  a  Cofldtpanion;  bm  as  ati  Inbafaltant ,  Ccit  hi 
dmSs  in  ut  bj  hh  Spirit:  Eflk!  ever  any  Faihei? 
krvd  \xb  Sbtf  fyy  ^EKver  t6  pate  cofn^^any  ?  Didf  * 
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ever  any  Mother  love  her  Child ^  as  never  t»(y 
fer  it  to  go  from  her  Arms  ?  But  God  is  coad 
noally  embracing  his  friends.  Among  ixiea,  1 
Father  cannot  be  always  there  where  bis  Soa  i^ 
but  God  know^  not  how  to  be  from  him  ,  that 
is  his  friend  ;  and  though  God  be  .in  all  crca. 
turesby  his  Eflence,  Pretence,  ^nd  Power  ^  yet 
ithat  is,  becaufe  hje  is  God  s>  With  a  gfacipus 
Soul  he  is,  becaufe  that  Soul  is  Ms  friend  ^  and  if 
God  were  not  imm^nfe  and  in^nit^ ,  and  could 
not  be  with  h'ts  other  creatures .,  y^c  he  would 
be  with  fuch  a  Soul  with  whom  he  is  o»e  Spirit  i 
and  if  he  could  Ibrget  things ,.  yet  he  could  .not 
forget  fuch  a  Soul ,  or  lay  iafide  the  thougbtsof 
his  profperity  and  welfare ;  and  if  be  could  fo^ 
lake  \m  other  creatures,  yet  he  cqald  not  ibiiake 
fuch  a  Soul ,  but  would  work  always  (bise  good 
or  other  in  her  ^  for  Gods  love  being  ftroog,  its 
always  active,  and  where  God  bears  a  good  will 
to  a  SqviI,  he  cannot  but  cqitimunicate  goodncis 
to  hen 

'  And,  (hall  I,  after  all  this,  repine,  becaufe  I  am 
not  a  Favourite  of  Kings  and  Princes,  when,  I 
have  God  for  my  confUnt  guide  and  affociate? 
How  (hall  I  (tand  amaz'd  at  the  (trangenefi  of 
the  favour?  if  God  (hould  charge  all  theAogeb 
of  Heaven  ,  all  the  tenthou(and  times  ten  thou- 
(and  Spirits  which  wait  upon  him,  to  go  and  at- 
tend fuch  a  man  with  all  the  Grandeur  and  Ma- 
jefty  imaginable  3  yet  what  is  fU  thb  but  a  de- 1 
fart  to  Gods  fociety  ?in  having  him  for  my  afi> ' 

ciate, 
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ciate,  I  enjoy  more  Digntt^,  more  Majefty,  more 
Ppmp  and  Glory,  tlran  iff  had  all  the  Armies  of 
Hcfaven  waiting  upon  me  5  and  can  I  think  God 
is  fi^ways  with,  roe,  and  will  not  provide  for  me  > 
if  I  (houla  negled  all  things  in  the  World,  and 
tnind  nothing  but  the  things  of  God  ,  and  my 
Fathers  bufinefs- ,  T  might  be  confident  that  he 
would  feed  tae,  find  fupport  me,  becaufe  fo 
great,'  fo^opd ,  fo  Almighty,  fokind  a  Friend 
coultf  riot  lee  me  peri(fa.    Tlie  Son  of  God  hath; 
not  hpnpurc,dany  Angel  with  the  name  of  Bro^ 
ther,  '?nd  yet  iFa  am  united  to  him  by  Grace^ 
arid  by  his  Spirit ,.  I  tn  joy  %hti  pri ytledge  5  and 
frs'lif 6^het$  Ipve^hofe  Children  moft ,  for  which 
ifiey  Have  (ufiered  and  endured  teioft  j  fo  I  may" 
be  cpnfident, '^tTiat^Ood  loves  me  nCioft  ferveiiriy,- 
because  he  hath  fufFered  for  me  on  the  Crofs, 
^nd  endured  moft  bitter  Tortures  and  Agonies 
ft>r  me.  How  iiiay  I  exult?  HoW  may  I  triumph 
in  this  love  ?  '  \        > 

;  O  my  God  1  the  Angels,  for  the  leaft  drop  of 
that  Grace,  thou  haft  beftowed  on  them,  are 
inPre  beholden  to  thee ,  than  all  othet  crea- 
tures, for  all  their  natural  gifts,  and  for  the 
Creation  of  the  whole  World  :  but  for  theleaft 
degree  of  Grace  thou  haft  conferred  on  me ,  I 
aot*  more  beholden  to  thee  ^  than  all  the  An* 
gdj  in  Heaven  ^' for  that  I  might  live  by  Grace, 
thdu  deliver*dft  thine  own  Son  \  -  the  Son  of  thy 
Bofodn ,  the  brigbtneis  of  his«  Fathers- Glory  ^  to 
'^crucified,  and  to  die  for  me ,  which  is  more 
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tbw  tl)Ou  baft  f^e  for  all  the  Angds  in  i^ 
wen  i  and  thjos  thou  haft  dt^'igef)  uie  rapre  thi{ 
thou  ba(^  dpne  t)ie  Heavcgly  CherMbw^  and  ^^ 

faphias.  i  -, 

Far^wel  9  ungrateful  treacherous  WqM  ^  I 
have  f€€a  enoyi^  of  thy  ick(:eitful  Prelent&i    Vu 
follow  thy  wi^ak  judgment  np  longer^  Til  eftceq 
no  riches ,  t)ut  vi^pat  my  Sayiour  hath  county 
fb:  In  followiqg  bioi  I  caniiQt  erri?  j  felfcfeiml 
and  doing  thie  vill  of  Gpd ,  were  the  Trea(iir« 
jbe  fttt^ieH  m  be  M^^^  pf  Ji  Why  (bould  aot  I 
judge  that  to  be  Cliches  ,    ;which  pod  hs^ 
|u<%ed  fo  }  Why  fliould  Qpt  my  mind  agree 
witS  nhe  Verdift  ^the  moft  High  >  Nay,  when 
Co4]dpth  ipyf  oje  fp  entirely,  V/hy  ihpuW 
^ot  I  fpr  Ipye  of  bioi  confovo)  my  underftap^r 
(pg  O  bip  judgment  ?   I  ^  ^  tbofe  that  love 
jthe  WprMs  at  the  Agie  time  cpnfefs ,  that  they 
9\;^bt  to  Joye  the  cverlafljng  pLiches  ipai^  j 
for,  if  the  fading  things  deferve  their   loFe, 
tbi(\g$  peTRian^t  apd  folid,  anc)  eternal ,  pi%lit 
M>  jbe  Jov«ed  jmch  pore*    {  will  apt   thinly 

pjUiCh  pf  Apjftiws'ppw,  for  I  fiod  thdt!pp4 

by  thein^  would  (pake  me  w<^ary  of  my  food^ 
pcfs  to  peri(bablf  tra(h,  and  elevate  ^^nd  n\k 
W^Y  ^ui^  to  embrace  thpfe  Treafurcs^  v/hlch 
neither  ^Jeo  por  Pevil^f  pan.fteal  away,  pijiy. 
jRciafxp,  I  fee,  when  they  would  cure  a  ficjc  maq,^ 
inake  him  j^dief  than  he  is ,  by  eojoyning  biq) 
abftioenpe,  by  ^duftions,  by  ypiuitives ,  by 
Ptt»»g  biflj  IP  gwaier  tprffjfuts,    I  |i:oow  ^ly 
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Soul  b  €kk ,  God  would  make  it  perfiedfy 

wen  s  but  IcMCh  is  my  Gcknef^,  tfaat  God  muft 

^pqt  tne  to  pain ,'  and  afigui(h ,  and  greaft  trqu^ 

ble ,  befcMe  I  can  be  well  ^  my  Heart  b  all  flint, 

bat  when  tfats  ftone  is  ftrudc  iiifficiently ,  it 

will  then  fend  foith  Holy  Fire  5^    when  my 

Fle(h  is  weak,  my  Strength  wiil  retire  more 

to  my  Mind  ,  and  Undemanding ,  and  I  fliaK 

be  fitter  Vor   Heaven,    The  gloiified  bodies 

of  Saints ,  in  the  f aft  daf ,  will  be  the  more 

fpSendid  and  ilkiftrious ,  die  more  tbey  bave 

been  affilded ,  and  tcNtured  here ,  and  fiiine 

the  nxxe ,  the  more  dismal  the  Dar^eon  wai 

they  were  kept  in»  dutttig  their  abode  in  this 

Valley  of  ttm.    Why  moiald  I  wtsp ,  when 

God  takes  away  from  me  the  cau(e  of  weeping  > 

How  many  thoufands  are  now  weeping  in  Hell, 

becaufe  they  eiijc^^d  (o  much  of  the  wbrlds 

comfbits ,  and  <bade  theoh  oocafions  of  afiVont- 

tng  their  Creator  >  Shall  I  coant  that  lofi^  which 

is  my  gain  ^  and  ^11  my  want  of  fliches,  a 

misrortune ,  when  it  b  the  greateft  remedy  to 

fit  my  &K|I  for  Heaven  >  What  impudence  b  it 

in  me ,  to  defire  that  of  God,  wfakh  I  ought 

to  hate,  at  the  moft ,  love  but  with  fear  and 

trembling  ?  What  inhumanity  tp  my  feif  is  it, 

to  beg  poifon  of  the  Father  of  Lights ,  and  to 

murmur  that  he  gives  me  not  that  Viper,  which 

wiil  (tiog  me  into  endlds  tortures  }  My  love 

of  the  world  b  Adultery ,  and  (ball  I  deiirethat 

wherewith  I  have  committed  Adultery?  Is  it 
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not  ill  one ;  as  'if  ti  1  Wpmai^  (bould.  emred  t  Jiq 
Husband ^  to.let.hcr  cnjoj  the  pt^a^re  .of  ai 
unlawful  Bed  ^  the  Hufbaod  doth  (bew  greai 
jmercy  to  her,  in  that,  whai.  he mjght  punift 
her  more  fwerely ,  be  anly  Temov^s  the  Adui- 
fcrer^  and  (hall  I  count  that  mercy  an  iojury? 
In  wiftiing  for  the  Rkhes  and  Oreatnefles  o^ 
this.  W6rld,  I  do  asOuch  defirc  God  tp  give  me 
that  ,  whereby  L  d0  offend  him.-  Shall  I  be 
angryji^haChinu-gtdn,  whoy  toprevienit  the 
Iprejidfog  of  my  Ganrer  ^  cuts,  off  a  member  lo 
preferve  my  Jife  }  And  (hall  J  ta^Le.  it  ill  of 
C?od,  for  ifoDunding  my  Fleflj,  tq  dr9w^.  out 
the  Arrowsjthat  fticH  idi  my  heart,  and  would 
feftcr  ,rand  kill  me  ,  if  Dot  pjill^d  put   he- 


1    * 
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How '  (halt  I  be,  crowned  ,  if  I  drive  not  j 
Bow  ihall  I  ftrive:,  if  I  .have  no  temptatipe^ 
J  cannot  ft  rive  mtk^tt  an  enemy  i  and  wkh^ 
put  ftrivirig  there  fan;b$  6© .  viiftpry  5    the 
Work-man  doth  not'  ^  ptiU  jthe ,  i6pld .  out  ^ 
the  fire,  till  fufEci^mfy;  refinf^d-^:  and  flWli  I 
murmur ,  that  Qod.kt$  the! Fiery  Jrj^als.pon- 
tjnueupon  mei  -When^  it  is  jpertMn.i  {bat  my 
JGold  13  not  yet  iit   to  bp  lecen^ed  v}nto  the 
Sanftuary  }  1  am  foljjpf  d^ngf  f?,,  ^tm  j^r^^t- 
pd  danger  is  fecuwy.'   Um Seap,  ^ isfifl  quake/ 
aodi  tremble . j. :  if   they  >  %re "  m  •  t|he   midft 
pf  an  hundred  eoemie^^    I  bay^  }a§l,  the  Den 
yils^iriHellagainiime,  and  a  wlipie  Army  of 

Luft^ 


%vA$  Saebc  to:  rxAne  me , .:  9pA'm  not  afiraid 
'  Aod/  idien  there  is  fiothiog  ,can(  fouze  me  frbtb 
jmy^  fecurity,  init  affir&ion  ^  ^oagfat  nbt  I  to  kil^ 
Jkht  rod  ?  fa  tbe  greaccft  trooblis  I  m^y  be 
^^u/jddr.,  that  G<3^  lovds  Ite;  and  that  it  ti 
.tuitrids  Anger »  but  fais  Love,  that  follows^  ine 
Avith  'cfaaftiremef)t&^  and ,  iWily^ibould  I  fret 
tmder.  the  ydkd  >  efpecia^y »  when  frectii^ 
9nd  ftruggUi^  to  <(hake  it  aSP  kfore  GodI 
time ,  doth  bist  xnake  my  neck  mciire  fine/'  and 
4[he  yoke  &r  more  uneafie  ^  ilbrougbt  tH^ 
catjfe:  of  (uffdrfi^  ifith  me?  iurb  chei  World , 
whtichrisfin,  and,  Howcan  Icacffefi  I  (Balifbd 
fxQ^d  fromiufieritig^;  till  I  am  frefed  from  fin^ 
^Od  might  have  placed  me  in  Heahreo  immt^ 
(diakel)r :  upon  .iby  .  coming  ihco*  the  Wdrld^ 
'V^itb4»2t  any  of  tbele  oi^itwi^d.tinbbles:  he 
jcould  as  eafily  produce  Bread  oixtiof  the  Earthy 
^  jiek^oth  the  £ate  of  (^rn$  bm^  that  Man 
pay:  fii^eat  add: /labour ,  and  relj(b  his  ^Bread 
the  better  ,  he  caufes  only  the  Ears  of  Coril 
to  fpring ,  and  of  them  Bread  mull:  be  made  5 
(b,  hf  labour  and'  fufl^tng  ,  Ood*  leads  me 
unfa  Gbry  ;  ithat  i  may  the.  better  relifb  his 
bounty  y.  and  libetaiity ,  and  my  reft  may  .btt 
(be  Tweeter  .after  my  toil  and*  tempdk  faerr. 
/i^xGdon:^  I  knoviyvdanoot  hurt  me ,  for  itiy 
Sdvioiir  hatli  been  itoy  tafter  ;  there  can  be 
no  bitterne^  in  thele  ^hetbs  ^  when  my  6<n1 
.  l^ath  (eafon'd  them.  Why  (boukl  I  love  God 
\tfs  than  dogs  do  their  Mafters  ?  Thefe  poor 
' .    \    'I  Brutes 
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hMtts  nt  betten,  aad  ftrack.)  and  chid  ^  and 
peked  wkh  flones,  and  yet  the  more  cfaey  are 
faeaien ^  die  mwe  they  love  their  owoen^  mid 
^HTinge^  andbour;  and  humble  themfelves  be- 
4bft  them  j^  ShaH  I  be  worfe  than  a  Beaft, 
'tnd  (faali  i  carry  a  ratioml  Soul  in  my  Breaft, 
0Ik1  kickagamft  tliofe  pricia  whidi  Gad  faatit 
iet  to  goard  me  from  Vernal  Fbmes  ?  All  mf 
iforrows  atid  fakieraefs  will  ihortly  be  pound 
out  into  an  Ocean  of  rweetoe£.yai]d)  fk>w  lit* 
tie  of  it  (hail  I  perceivie  then?  it  will  then  be 
all  loft  in  a  Sea)  of  Glory, ^nd  I  Ihdi  forget 
tJiac  [  was  poor,  and  wretched,  and  naiced, 
and  miltraiiie ,  when  I  (hsli  be  aemally  eo- 
riobed  with  Gods  Bounty ,  enamoured  with  fai$ 
ptkkddon  ,  dedied  with  hii  Ma jefttck  Robes^ 
cdmforted  with  his  ConfolatiDn,  delighted  with 
hts  Love,  enriched  by  his  Wifdom,  d^iacb(kd 
wifh  bis  Beadty  ,  in  whofe  Prdfence  there  ii 
fulnefi  of  pjr,  and  plea&re  at  his  ri^  hand 
for  arertnore. 


.  Thefe  are  (bme  delcants  upon  that  Pidure  of 
Retiremmt^  wtth(uch  dralblations  can  he  that 
retires ,  refreQi  htmfelf ,  iirfaile  the  man  that 
wearies  faimfelf  with  the  vanities  of  this  World, 
finds  no  iblid  peace ,  and  when  he  comes  to  die, 
muft  look  back  upon  his  former  life  with  h(^« 
tour  and  anxiety^    But^ 


n.  Another 
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IL  Another  gireat  help  vx^  Coofideratioa ,  is 
Prajer^  this  is  the  ArnbaOador  t)|a^  muft  go 
to  Ileaven  ,  aqd  fe^ch  the  aiii(iance  of  Gods 
Spirit  frocn.thirnce.  CaQiideration  (hews  me 
IP^  4fipger,  aod  my  happinef^,  but  it's  the 
Sfnrit  of  Cod  muft  blow  upop  my  a£fedioQs» 
that  they  may  a&ually  fliun  the  one  ,  and 
i-eacb  aft^r  the  other  ^  and  this  Spirit  mnft  be 
had  by  prayer ,  pot  by  Lip^^bour  3  not  by 
Prayer  ,  unto  which  the  heart  is  a  ftranger, 
and  knows  not  what  the  Tongiie  meanr  in 
piakbg  fuch  a  noi(e.»  bu(<  by  Praver  ^  which 
lexprei^  t]^  real  defires  of  the  heart  3  by 
prayer ,  that  flows  from  a  deep  fenie  of  tl^ 
fhtqlutc  nfiQejBBty  of  the  Grace  of  God »  and 
liath  firo  mvI JJames  encHSigh  to  bear  it  up  in* 
to  Hea  ven«  Far  if  jum  which  are  evil ,  cam 
gfve  good  gifi4  fmto  joht  Cbtldrtn  ,  h$rp^  much 
more  fiall  pw^  Heifvenh  father  give  bk  holy 
Sfirit  to  tkef9$  that  M  ^m »  faith  Chrift  ^  L$i^. 
11. 1 3*  and  wh^t  kind  of  askii^  this  is »  ap- 
pears from  the  Parable  immediately  pre<£ding  5 
^or  vobicb  rfjoH ,  faith  Chrift,  v.  5.  Jhall  have 
^  fi^^4%  4^  Jb^U  go  to  him  at  midffight^  andfij 
^nto  him ,  priepd ,  lend  me  three  leaves  $  for  4. 
fiiemi  of  mine  im  hkjowtnejf  k  come  $mto  me »  a^d 
f  b^ve  etptbmg  to  Jet  beforf  bim  j  and  he  from 
^binjball  anjmr  and  fay  ^  Trouble  me  not ,  for 
the  door  |r  mtm  fiti$ ,  4nd  my  children  are  with 

m  »*  N  f   /  f ^w^  rife  and  give  thee  :  I  fay 

unto 


nnto  jpu^  though ^bt^  mil  not  rift  and  gipe  bim{ 
becaHpht  irhk'iHt^dy  jfet  becanpof  bis  impat^ 
ifmft/Be  witVrlJe  i  affd  give  himat  manj^  as  h 
fteedf.  -  And  theh  it  foHows  lawhcdiately  •,  j4sJ^ 
Affd  i/'j^att  bt  givm  you^ ,  i.  e.  Ask  for  Gods  ttoljr 
Spirit ,'  with  the  fame;  impbrtimity ,  wkb  tl* 
firoe  fervency  ind  eairrfeftncfs,  that  ibis  Min  did 
ih^i,oaves'5  follow  God  with  thcefianc  cryc% 
rtfdWe  not  tb  b^  denied  ^  and  it  (hall  tnollb  ^ 
tiinly  be  ^fXijii^.  *     - 


J  k  i . .  I 


i '  The  truth  is,;  iiAporthnate  and  ftrvent  Prayer, 
flheWs,  afilaniii  ih^  good  earneft ,  and  that  be 
dbth-fibt  dome  ^tcl  God  out  of  FcMmality ,  or 
fiieerfy'  to'  fatisfie  %he  motiohs  of  a-  learfol 
Confcience,  'Birt^that  a  great  f^nfe  of  the  good: 
hefs  ahdmerdyl^if  God,  anrf  of^hw  Sptritual 
<vant9r  and  necefiSties  i  puts  him*  upbn  Prayer, 
and  fiMih  PraydroCrc^  cannot  dlel^ifc  ,  be- 
tatife^he  hafh^prodtt  heaf -them  5     and 

6f  ^  this.^^he  ETangellflJ  gWes  ia^^a*- Veiy  Hluftri- 
oix%  eiKfarople  in  the- Woman  ^'^^Cknaam ,  *  cry- 
ing'  iinto  Ghtiff ,  E(>rd ,  help  me.  -The  Anfwer 
h ^ rough ^  It' is/ me  mtet  to  fal^  the  dnktrens 
Bread  i  and  gwe-ft-  ^nto  Dogf  .*  yet  this  doth 
Itot  terrifie  her  ,  -(be  doubles  her  ieryies,  and 
feemso  to  catch  out  Saviour  in  Ms  own  wordft, 
TrHtb  4  Lord  ^  yet  fhe  Dogs  eat  of  the  fimmbs 
t^hicb  fdlfrom  ththr  Mafiers  Tables*  And  now 

God  can  hold  no  }6nger ,-  but  frOfti -his  Mouth 
d^ops  the  Joyful  word ,.  O  W^man^  gteat  is  ffy 

faith. 
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tfie  S6a1  boldly  from  thit  Cod  w{f0  hearett 
prayer,  /  have  beard  thee  in  ah  deceptabtc  timL 
in  the  day  offdlvation  have  IJkccoiired  tbee.   Til 
pdnr  0Ht  mf  Spirit  nfon  tbee ,  f  triU  apm  rit>ers  im 
higb  placet^  and  fountains  in  the  midif  of  tr^^ 
tep ;  twill mdks  thj  mldernejf  ^e  pool  df  i»aieri 
and  tbjf  dry  land  fiftngs  df  pater  :  tttiU  ftani  in 
the  wildermfs  the  Cedar ^  andtbeMyrtk^  and  the 
Oil-tree  trill  I  fit  in  the  defarty  that  thw  mai&fee^ 
andkptnPy  and  coftfid&y  and  underftand  together^ 
that  the  band  of  the  Lord  bath  done  ibif  ^  and  the 
Holy  One  of  ifrael  bath  created  it  ^  1  t/at.  6.  7i 
Efay4f/i8, 19^20. 

Up  then ,  Cbf ttHsitf,  ^ho  stfi  revived  btt  td 
lec  the  concerns  of  efay  Soul  liie  it  (ix  and  fe^ 
rem ,  who  art  afraid  to  faa:^ard  Eternity  wkb 
the  careiefi  befotted  World  $  like  afJotEler  Lai 
%arm ,  beg  Altth  of  the  Krng  of  Hearrenf ,  Cry 
aloud y  ana  ^are  not  i  (hew  hkn  fby  wonnc^ 
thy  ulcers,  thy  poverty^  tfiy  want,  thy  neceffi. 
ty  5  let  a  greater  fervency  aittend  thf  Prayet^ 
for  Sptritaal  Ueffings,  th^n  dthers  ufe  ki  bcg^ 
gihg  for  Temporal  Mercies  Prayer  k  the? 
way  to  be  eimcVd  with  all  the  Treafure^  of 
Heaven  ;  feek  GodTs  aififtan^  wirtb  tears  inf 
thine  eyes  s  retfiember  tt^  8ouI>  %i  infinfrte^ 
more  predoitt  than  thy  Bbdy  i  and  if  ^  di^ar 
Hi  the  ftr^  is  fa  eardeft  wiftf  ttofe  tliM:  pafr 
1^  9  to  give  hfttf  (bmethi ng  fcv  the  reKef  of  hb* 
corponl  wants ,  ou^H  wk  t6ti^  Wb&  ^ 
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fiie^  to  procore  iboft  bkffings  which  vnXi  en- 
lich  thy  Soul  for  ever  )    Behold  bow  others 
have  fped^  behold  how  Tht^cUfu^  tbeEmpe- 
tour  prays,  and  the  W|nds  fidbt  tor  htm :  Behold 
bow  Amri^mus  prays>  and  &e  Army  of  Aititai 
i»  defeated  upcu'i.    Behdd  bow  the  Chr iftiaif    . 
SouUiera  undier  JmdiMt  pray ,  and  on  a  ^- 
dea  the  Horrem  drop  down  Rain  to  reftelfa 
the  fainting  Warriors.    Behold  how  AradiM^ 
prays,  and  the  Earthquake  ceafcth  I   Behold 
how  Pml  the  Novatiam  Biflhop  prays ,  and  the 
Fire,  whidi  ini«Kled  the  Church,  isftoppU  J(h 
fifiis  Brethren  were  phich*d  with  Fafnine ,  be-^ 
cattle  they  knew  not  that  their  Broiher  retgn Vt 
in  Egjft  ?  WbjT  &oatd'ft  tho»  (brte,  Cbrtftian^ 
when  thy  elder  Brother  re^ns  m  Heaven , 
who  knows  what  thou  wanteft  ^  and  is  a  fa^^* 
ful  Hi^-Pkieflr,  and  k  toach'd  with  the  ftding 
ck  thy  infirmictesy  and  was  »  all  points  tempt*- 
ed  even  aa  thoa  art  i    Come  boldly  to  the 
Throne  of  Grace  9  that  thou  mayft  obtain  mer* 
cy »  and  find  help  in  the  time  of  need.    If  God 
bath  done  good  ta  others  kfi  his  Servants  fake, 
who  have  ^eafed  him ,  What  will  not  Cod  da 
for  thee  for  his  Son's  fake,  in  whom  alone  he 
is  well  pleafed  >  If  Gdd  doth  fo  highly  efbeem 
the  piety  of  MeiH  that  he  profefles,  for  my  Ser- 
vant Jacob'%  fake,  for  my  Servant  Ddwds  fake, 
I  will  be  kind  to  fuch  a  oojb  v  WiR  be  derb^ 
gate,  doft  thou  think ,  from  the  merits  m6  lore 
of  bis  ownSon  ^  Witt  be  harden  his  heart,  <>r 

flop 


flop  bis  €tfri^!€>r  :turh  away  bfe  eyes,  when 

cal^(t  upoo  hlfln.  fir  CJntJlU  fakg  to  find  d&x 
ufOH  thee  tbe^diif-^rivg.frwiitn  iigb  ^  Chrift\ 

the  very,  objeift  of  Cod's .  delight >  nothiog 
(W^et ,  nothiog  jspieafing, to iiiiD>  but  thro^ 
9nd  iq  Cbrift. :  !  whatever  is  amiable  and  ad 
cepi;^ble.  in ;  us ,  ,it  is  for  ChrUfc  iib  (ake ,  ih^ 
6oct;dotb  tbVnk  it  fo.    WithoatHght,  all  CqJ 
lom^  are  iaviflble,  there  h  no beau(y  ia.tbeo^ 
the  light  (bioing  upon  them «  makes  them  look 
lovely  and  amiable  j  without  Chrift  r  notbiii| 
W0UI4  appear  pure*  Or  lovely^-  or  great  ^  .ordc- 
ligbtfuL  .  O .  Jefn  !  How  ought  our  Souls  fio 
^joyce  in  thy  Name  I  How  dear ,  how  ;preci* 
ous  ought  thy  death  to  be  jn  our  eyes ,  iedng 
by  that  we  Uve,  and  thy  crofs  b  our  exaltatkuiy 
thy  contempt  makes  us  honouraUe,  aiidtby 
tears  give  us  a  Tit  let  to  Jojts^.  which:  iaO:.  for 
ever.    He  that  Jook^  on  a  green  gla(s ,  .faade! 
all  things  he  looks  upon  to.  be  green.    God 
looking  upon,  our  holy  .endeavours  in  Cbrift 
Jefus ,  they  all  appear  to  him  lovely  and  ^ood, 
becaufe  all  that  Cbrift  did  was  good,  and  in- 
finitely pleafing  to  him*    The  World  had  pe* 
rUb'd  ten  thouland  times,  if  God  had  notioak'd 
upon  it  through  his  Son ,  and  fo.  fupported  it } 
he  that  looks  through  a  glafs  upon  a  ftinki^g 
carcais  afar  off,  doth  not .  (melt  the  ill  fcent  of 
it.5.ip  Goa«.|iiroi^  CbrUi,  looks  upon. our 
imfterrfedioqs ,  and  he  Coi^b  tiiot  <  the  til  fiivoor. 
ofpurp^fQimances.    Take fiotvage  tbea,. and 
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1;^  hold  on  the  horns  of  this  Altar  ^  and  if  thou 
knoweft  not  what  to  fay,  when  thou  h^fi  ta- 
ken a  ferious  view  of  thy  w^y^^ ,, make  ufe  of 

this*  or  Ibme  other  Form. 

.*       .  •  .•••■•. 

OH  tbm  who,  art. the  Father  of  the  Spirits  of 
,  allflejh^  the  F^her  of  lights^  with  whom^ 
there  is  no  variaWf^efs  ^  nor  Jbadorp  of  tHrnif7g  5 
here  lies,  a ^ poor  miferable  ^nful  Wretch  before, 
thee  9  not  .mr thy  to  lift  up  his  eyes  an d^  hands 
to  Heaven  5  1  kpow  not  if  here  to  look.^  forjbame 
and  confitfian  of  face  ,  fo  long  have  I  gone  ajiray 
from  thee ,  fi  often  have  I  provoked  thee^  Jo  of- 
ten have  I  flighted  thee ,  fo  often  'have  I  tttrned 
thy  grace  into  wantonnefi^  fo  long  have  1  traded 
in  Sin ,  4nfd  been  bufy  with  iniquity ,  fi  long 
have  I  plaid  with  Mercy ,  and  made  a  laughing'- 
ftocli  ^f  pHniJhment  ,  that  thoif,  \mayfi  jufliy 
abjent  thy  Jelf  from  me  for  ever  j  fi  difingenuoHfly, 
hatfe  J  dealt  mth  tbee^  fi  often  have  I  endeavoured 
to  blind  thy  all-fietng  eye  ,  and  to  cheap  my  fclf . 
that  thou  nfighteji  jufily  cauje  me  to  fall  a  prey '' 
to  Satan ,  loo^  flern  upon  me , .  and  charge  n$e^ 
never  any  more  to  fee  thy  face.  0  wretcljjed 
Creature  that  I  am  t  who  Jball  deliver  me  from 
the  body  of  this  death  .<?  Oh  my  Lord^  how  often 
tafi  thou  darted  Rays  of  Light  into  my  ^ouU 
^nd  the^  impure  fire  of  my  Lujis  hath  prevailed 
^^infi  them  ^  how  often  haji  thou  figgefied,  ta 
^y  Soul  the  danger  it  hath  been  in ,  and  yef  I 
haofe  not  tremhkU  ? .  how  often  haJi  thou  fim^ 
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my  heart ,  pricked  it ,   and  goaded  it  inti>  Je^ 
nous  rejkxitms  ?    and  how  foon  hath  this  t^ain 
World    takfn    me    off  again  ^    and  dutt^d  and 
daftid  tbofe  Confiderations  ?  hovp  ofien  bajl  tbou 
fent  ffarki  ^f  Or  ace  into  mj  Soul^  while  I  have 
done  what  I  could  to  /mother  that  holy    Firei 
hm  jnfily  nright'Ji   thou  fay  ,    My  Spirit  HmD 
lio  longer  ftrive  with  thee  }   Omy  God^  then 
is  no  plague^    no  pHniJhment    that's  threatned 
in  thy  Law  ,    bnt  I  have  dejerved  it^    I  anlj 
fiand  ama^d  at  thy  patience  ,   that  I  have  ejca- 
ped  fo  long    without  being  confumed  and  Tmn- 
ed.     Wilt    thou    receive  fuch  a  Prodigal    inn 
thy  favour  ?    Wilt  tbon  be  redoncikdto  fb  grecSk 
a  Rebels    wilt  thou  pafs  by  unh^ndneffes   of  fi 
deep  a  dye  ?     are  the  gales  of  Mercy  open  yet 
for  f(f  vile  a  Wretch  ?    Do  not  1  come  too  laie^ 
O  my  Lord ,  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  ^  will  God 
be  yet  intreated  for  fuch  a  poor  forlorn   Crea- 
ture i     Is  there  yet  compajjion  left  for  fitch  a 
poor  Sinner  <?    0  wy  God  ^ .  I  queUion  fsot  tbf 
Power ,    but  thy  Will ,    to  pity  fuch  a  Traitor 
m  I  have  been;     I  kpow  thy    Mercy  is    /*/? 
nite  ,    it  would  be  a  dijparagement  to  thy  Qbh 
ry  and  Perfeafion ,    to  deny  the  exceedis^g  ri' 
ches  of  thy  Grace  5    thou  couldji  not    be  GoJ^ 
if  my  (ins  exceeded  thy  power  to  forgive  j    but 
when  J  refic^  on  thy    threatnings  ,   how  jufily 
thoH    denoHftceft  wrath  and  indignation  again  ft 
all  thoje  that  obfiinatety  prefer  their  foolijh  de* 
fires  ,   before  all  the  Dilates  and  Oracles  of  fly 
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Chancer s.^  -  thjtt  ,  /  may  hpg  to  be  fiWd  T^iih 

'^  the  fulnefs    of  God.    Thy  Spirit  is  perfeS 

lights   and  iher^  is  no  darkpefs  mtb   him.     0 

let  that  glofio^.   Light  dijjipate  that  gloominefs^ 

-  ^hoje  foggs ,    that  lofffufednefs  ^  that  k  in  my  in^ 

teikStud  part  \    makg    me   conceive  clearly  and 

difiut&1y  what  I   mufi  do    to   inherit  Eternal 

Ijjfe  y    affd  hoxp  I  muji  carry  my  felf  to  God 

and  Matt.    Give  me  fuch  4  jight  cf  thy  Glo^ 

Ty ,   .4/  in^y\  lift  ^^  *!?  ^^^^  ^^  World ,  and 
^engage  me  to  have  my  cdm^efjation  in  Heaven. 

Bow  my  vriil^v^fo  fionform  mtirely  to  thy  mll^ 

'  I  mokld  not  be  mine  Jo  mufh  as  thine,    Come^ 

\Lordy  andtaj^  the  Govern.ment  cf  my  Soul 
kit o  thy   hand^   I  have  too^  h^g  fnfferd -my  Jelf 

:to  be  guided  by  mercilefs  ^  Tyrants :  Arf  thou 
not.  my  Mafier-.,   my  Prince^  my  Father  ^  thou 

\  haji  the  greateji  right  to  rule,  tfie.  Incline  my  will 
unto  thy  teftimoniesy  and  nat  to  covet oufnefs  when 

,  my  will  would  war^der  from  thy' Precepts;^  crofsit^ 
and  put  ajiop  to  it\  that  it  nidy  not  go  beyond  the 
limits  ofihy  haw.  '0  heal  i^y  affe&jons^  they 
hanker  too  much  after  this  Earth  i  0  makg  them 
in  bve  with  Heaven  5    chid^  them  for  deferting 

•  their  higheft  and  their  chiefefi  good  i  let  my 
hatred  pitch  upon  no  other  obje&  but,  ftm^  let 
my    love  be  carried    out   after  nothing  fo   much 

'as  thees  and  if  I  love  any  thing  bejides,  let  me 
love  it  only  far  thy  fakg  j    let  my  hopes  be  fixed 
upon  Immortality  ,    engrofs  thou  my  deftres  ,   let     / 
me  fear  none  but  thee  ,   kt  my  chief  delight  be 

1;.  Hb  3         ,  in 


in  thy  V04yes  and  ordinance f  j  firengthen  tny  re- 
filuthftf ,     0   deliver  me  from  that  pck^enejs  1 
have  jb  long  been  gailty  of^    makf  my  furpcfei 
firm^  let  them  he  as  the  MountaiHs  ofQod^    vobkh 
dm  never  be  moved  ,  let  nothing  be  abk  to  wea- 
ken my  good  infentiont^  give  me  courage  ^^  fight 
the  good  fight  :  0  Lord^  in  thyjirtngth  Hi  refjk, 
by  thy  power    I  wilt  conquer.     My  heart    kati 
lacJ(d  thee  otH^^  0  kpocl^^  again^  and  if  it  wilt  not 
yields  breaks  dpen  the  door ,  and  let  all  my  cor- 
rnpticns  vanijh  at  thy  frejence.     0  Lord  ^    I 
beg  no  Riches ,    no  Honours  ,  na  Preferments  ^ 
if  I  have  but  Food  and  Raiment ,  L  mli  kam 
therewith   to  be  contented  ,    its    thy    Grace  1 
want  5   ejiablijk  me  with  thy  free  Spirit  ^    give 
me  fpiritual  wifdom ,    even  that  wijdom   mhtcb 
mai^s  me  wife  unto  falvaiion  :   Then  art  nigb 
unto  them    that   call  upon  thee ,   yea  unia  tM 
fuch  as  call   upon   thee  faithfully.      O  cafl  me 
not  away  from  thy  prejence  ^  1  am  thine^  O  faue 
me  ,  order   my  fkps  according  to   thy  Wwd*^ 
when  I  read  it ,  let  me  read  it  with  that   at' 
iention ,   as   to  objerve  and  tak$  notice  of  i»hat 
thou  doji  command  5  when  I  hear  it^  let  me  bear 
itj  as  if  it  were  the  laji  time  that  ever  I  JionU 
hear  it  :    Let  thy  Oracles   mak$  deeper  impref 
Jfons  on  me  than  ever ;    dajh  all  thoje  evafioiu 
and  excHJes  I  ufed  to  alledge^  when  I  have  had 
no  mind  to  obey  thee  ;   ht  the  good  motions  of 
thy  Spirit  prevail :   O  that  there  Jhould  be  fisA 
difficulty  in  conquering  a  poor  Sinner  t   0  that 

God 
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or  <QPomioeranon. 

.  infy  Spirit :    0  have  not  I  rtafon  to  fear  that 
fhm  T^lt  fiy  t^  ff^i  Thou  haft  forlaken  me, 
'  9pd  icrved  other  gods  s    wherefore  I  will  de- 
Itvier  chee  no  more*     And  yet  how  free  ^  how 
full  are  thy  promifej  So  the  truly  penitent  $  hovo 
/idl  of  Jweetaefs  and  love  are  all  thy  gradates 
£^4gementi  to  thoje  that  will  have  no  more  to  do 
prith  Idols  ^   that  will  cleave  to  thee  alone^  that 
mU  renpunce  thentfeives  ,    and  follow  thee  ?    O 
my  Lord^  tbe(e  thy  Pri^mifes  are  my  refuge  ^    were 
it  not  for  thefiy  defperaiion  iponld  be  my  porti* 
Bitm     I  do  in  fome  meafnre  fee  my  folly  ^    1  fie 
what  A  gratioHs  ,  tender ,  patient^   l^^g'fi^ff^^i^g, 
God  I  have  offended  ^   1  fie  hon^  my  Soul  hath 
leaned  pn  broken  reeds ,    what  a  fandy  founda* 
•  tiotM  I  have  trnjied  to  ,  how  the  World  hath  he* 
gmled  me^    how  I  have  Jhunnd   thy  company^ 
been  glad  when  God  hath  been  farthefi  from  my 
ihot^ffts  9    rejoyud  when  I  have  been  leaji  of  all 
refieSing  0n  thy  goadnefs.     I  have  nothing  to 
plead  fw  my  felf^  I  have  no  Apology  to  makf^ 
the  gr^atefi  charity  cannot  excuje  my  mifdemea^ 
noirs  }    1  have  had  light  and  darken  d  it  ;  convi- 
'  Qi4ms  ,  dnd  fmotherd  them ,  J^nowledge^  and  a* 
bt^ed  it  9    teafin^  and  perverted  it  jy   heard  thy 
word ,   4md  fcornd  it  5    enjoy  fl   the    means  of 
Grace ,    and  continued  blind    and  hard  under 
them.     Thy   Mercy  is  my  Sanffuary  ^  I  am  weary 
if  my  burthen  ^  I  loath  my  tranjgrejflons^  I  am 
vpHling  to  be  rid  of  them ,  1  defire  to  abhor  them^ 
hut  though  lam  thus  willing^  myfiejb  is  weak^^  my 
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underjiafjdwg  ddrl^^    my  will  duU^  my  affeSiam 
to    goodnefs    fatnt\     my  refohitions   incanftdttt. 
Come  ,0  my  Lord ,    come  down  into  my  Sent, 
come  quickly ,    0  thou  great  prejerver  of  NKcHl 
teach    me     to    ahfiper   all'  the    reafins  of  flejb 
ah d  bloody    again ji  a  ferions  converfion  5    €mn 
'  me-  with  argument  J  to  beat  dowk  my  carft^d  hh- 
terefi  5  furnijh '  me  with   motives  •  to  a  truly  Hm- 
vtrriy  life:^    motives^    which  may  break  thfrougjk 
aft  the  Devil's  ' fuggeftiofis  ;  motives  \  which  $my 
-^  invalid  ate  and  weaken  the  fropbane  motions^ 
mylufi^.    Comedown^  thou  SunofBighteoUfneJi, 
thou  mighty  Shr  (?/ Jacob,  dijpell  the  elands  nuki 
'  mijls   which' -are^^  upon    my    reajbti  5    clear    the 
"'eyes  of  'my  undcrjianding  ,  and  enable  me  to  Jee 
"  the  arts  of  fin  \    the  wiles  of  the  Devil^  the  Jnar^r 
^  of  ike  World  ^  the  Jiratagems  of  the  Flejh^  and 
'  aH  the  mifchief  that's  plotted    againji  my  Sonl 
by  my  Spiritual  Enemies.     Convince  me  throngh' 
ly  \    that  to  follow  thee  is  my  greateji  interefi^ ' 
that  io  reffji  theje  Enemies  is  my  greateji  fi^ 

•  ty  ,  that  to  'watch  again  ft  thefe  charms  is  my 
greateji  felicity.  0  let  me  apprehend  fin  ^  as  it 
'is  iha'greattjh  ^vit  ^    let  it  appear  very^  ierriUe 

'  to  my  mind  ^i  reprefent  unto  me  Heaven^  and 
tbyLo^  }^Vnd  all  that  thou  haji  done  for  me^ 
in  fueh  Hvely  colours  ,  that  neither  death  nor 
Ije ,    neither  good  report   nor  evil  report ,    may 

'  Jtparate  me  from  thy  love.     0  let  thy  kpidnejs^ 

•  and  the  benefits  of  thy  ^ons  Deaths  and  Paf^ 
fiofj ,   and  ReJkrreHion  ,   appear  to  me  in  *J!uA 

•  ^  CbaraSers^ 


Soul,  0  kelp  me^or  elfclperi^'y  O^ftme, 
or  eijel  fthiti  ti^.Cmjcimce  terrifes  ««,  O  ^ 
do  tb^  Jpe*k  P*'^  *^*  *  5  '^  r<MW»^  Lhtt  W^ 
timatmi  to  dewm  me  ^  0  fiiew  tfy  girtUH^H 
Sword,  and  drhe  lam  4»aj.  God*  ^ttigtT 
bums  agdm^  ute,  0  throw  fome  drops  of  tfy 
Blood  into  that  fire,  md  H  will  go  ota.  Let 
me  be  content  to  fell  all  for  tbee ,  kt  me  mt 
fcmple  to  part ,  even  with  the  befi  timigs  1 
have  for  thf  Jertke  i  fct  me  as  aSeal  upon  tfy 
heart ,  ftreamdown  the  waters  of  Ldfe  upon  me  5 
17/  opek  my  month  wide,  0  do  thonfU.it :  1 
will  live  to  my  felf^to  more ,  poj^js  all  nty  fa^ 
tmlties ,  and  write  them  to  thee  :  makf  me  trufy 
acauainted  with  my  felf,  >iet  tbofe  jop  then  hafi 
promifed  to  thy  Saints,,  fitpport  me  in  all  my  frir 
bnlations.   Come,  Lord  tefus,  come  qni«k(y. 
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jfyfy  Hp&m  my   &mI^    Mat  it  '  m$j^Jfrif^  forth 

fraiif  9^  fir    SUpemtAMce,    Let  me  he  inlj 

i^aid  to  r^fifi  thy  '^faggefims.    '  Simg/fit  4Bi 

'gjtvtfici^s  t$  ^' mjf\^  tempts .  te  nmkg  my  Cet- 

Uing  4Hd  EUBim  fmts  wbm  mf  fi^uhbarm  kemt 

j0QM,haffk  th/   dt^guM  $a  fmm^   Jet  tij 

Qratit  inmcome  aititonfter  mt^  rtfr£jf$t*  tk 

4(fve  ifOUta  mi  in  jh^  Qimy^  ihet  I  map  w- 

fi^t^y  tbfew  dowt   elk  I  have  at  tie  feet  tf 

Chr^;:  .0  lei  my  Sa$d  he  fa  ddtJed  tmth  its 

heemt  V  Mbl  /  mey  4e^  and  hnethe  ^ter  m- 

tbingfi  mneh\  at  ^af^  a  gleriam  mjtymetft  tf 

God.     Break  *^  ebaii^s^  vf  my  fnt ,   mmmmd 

the  fetters  I  have  been  bound  in  to  flie  afunder\ 

tthatever  good  thoughts  I  have  of  God^  increefe 

them  i    inlarge  my  Soul^  that  Imay  truly  delight 

in  thinking  of  thee  s   let  me  feel  the  Jmeetmfs 

of  Bolinefs  ,  let  me  tajie  jtbofe  Jo^s  which  thoe 

doji  vouchfafe  to  thoje  that  improve  thy  motions  i 

tempt  me  by  a  foretajie  of  Heavens  Glory  ,   to  Uj 

force  upon  it.     Give  me   a  glimpje    of  jonda 

Paradife ,  that  I  may  not  faint  in  my  journey  \ 

give  me  arguments  againfi  my  felf^   that  I  nu) 

M  deliver  d  from  my  felf.      Fill  all  the  cbamU 

efmy  Soul  with  thy  gifts  5  while  Ifojourn  here  oi 

Earthy  let  my  heart  be  in  Heafven  :  let  not  j^- 

kve  in  me  bmd»  me  from  loving  thee.     ^4i 
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God  flkmtd  he  firced  to  e^efi  me  U  my  baf^ 
fimefi  !  O  tk^  Heaven  Jb&Hld  attraS  me  no 
more  /  0  that  God  fiould  need  ta  fend  out 
Meffingtrs  ,  to  entreat  me  to  come  to  tie  S$^ 
per  of  the  Lamb  I  Lord^  takg  aw^  this  dulmefi^ 
ma/(f  me  mount  up  with  win^s  as  eagles ,  let  mo 
not  he  ahte  to  go  out  of  thj^  prefence  ,  till  I  tkone- 
fully  and  unfeignedly  refohed  to  give  my  f^up  to 
thyfcrviee. 

O  Jefo^  the  Light  of  the  World ,  who  enUght^ 
nefi  every  Man  that  comes  into  the  WorU^ 
where  thou  d'ioellefl ,  there  Mercy  dwells  ;  O 
dweU  in  my  Soulj  and  Mercy  and  Truth  will 
kjfs  each  other  there  :  Teach  me  to  hate  my  filf^ 
not  only  for  the  hurt  i  have  done  to  my  Jml 
hut  for  the  injuries  and  indignities  I  have  of 
ford  thee^  I  was  a  horrid  Monfter^  thou^  hy 
thy  Death  ,  madeji  me  a  plea^ng  f^e&aclo  iff  the 
Jtght  of  Heaven  5  I  lay  in  the  ndre  and  pity  thou 
didji  advance  me  into  thy  Fathers  b&fome  i  I 
lay  trembling  under  the  Jaws  ofthehetU/hDra'- 
gon^  thou  gavefe  me  a  place  in  the  heart  of  God  ^ 
I  was  unworthy  of  thy  grdciom  Ajfe&^^  4nd  thou 
haft  made  me  capable  of  being  embraced  by  the 
great  and  terrible  God  ^  I  lay  in  a  Dudgeon ^ 
thou  didJi  promote  sne  toa  Throne  yihon  baji 
done  that  far  me^  which  I durji  not  have- hoped^ 
or  vrip»d  for  :  it  had  hem  enough  to  have  doH^ 
vefd  me  from  Hell ,  but  that  would  not  <on* 
tent  thee^  except  1  were  raijed  above  ^  the  Hta^ 
vens^  and  above  Angeh  i9o>^^  bad  beemfefkmr 

Hh  4  enoi^h^ 
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.  MOHgk ,  f^e»:  my  cwditiqn  was  jo  dejperate ,  \ 

tboH  hadfi  far/bas'dfar  me  a  fufpenfion^  or  for^ 

bearance  of\  thy  Fathers  4^ger ,  hnt  thoH  did 

.gojwrtber^  and  didfi  pHrchafi  me  a  Pardon  tcfi] 

and  n^  faiisfiedwth  that  ,    tion  didji  incUm 

thy'F.atbe)rs  love  to  me^  and  as  if  that  badn^ 

bee't^iehOHgh ,    thou  dut/i  procure  me  Gifts  and 

Bleffi^gs  too  ,  Md  not  on^ly  BUjJings  in  generd^ 

but  the  gre^ateB  Bkjfings  imaginable  ^  even  tbim 

owti  Ki^gdo^ ;   a^  thine  own  Heritage.     Hob 

unworthy   have  I  lived  of  this  incomprebenJXk 

lovp  §    0  that  I  might  not  be   able  to  reJkS 

'  upon  my  life  witbo^f  indignation  !  ^  Tjhou   art 

the  Way  ,  the  Truth  ^  and  the  Life  5    dirtS 

me ,    and  Hi  jirive  tp  enter  in  at  the  Jirait 

Gate^fmfy    my    Spirit^   wajb  my  Saul   with 

thy  Blood ,  thafs  the  Eye-Jalve  which  will  ma^f 

me  fee  ^  that's  the  Medicine  which  will  cure  mj 

bUndnefs :    0  cUanfe  me  ^  and  I  Jhall  be   wbi- 

'ter  than  Suow:  0  thou  inexhaufied  Fomatm 

^ofQoodnefs  ,  Ut  me  not  go  away  dry  from  thee^ 

;kt  the  light  of  thy  countenance  always  fhine  ^\ 

bout  me ,   and  by  that  light  let  me  difetfver^  ndi 

finly  my  groffer  (ins ,   but  my  more  fecret  corruf- 

tions.     Draw  me  afkr^thee^  and  I  Jhall  run^  hidt 

me  in  thy  wounds  ^  be  my  Advocate ,    and  plead 

my  canfe  5   thou  Jpreade^  open  thy  Arms  to  all 

Jbat  defire  reji ,   behold  I  come  ^  receivz  me  gra- 

douflyy  love  me  freely\^   teach  me.tp  rely  ontik^ } 

^y  J^/^  'tty  Treafyre^  my  Sovereigh  Comfort  ^^ 

imj^  aU  the  fiwts  of  the  Spirit  to  grow  in  my 
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my   heart  awaj  ,  Met  give  me  thy  felf*^   be  then 

my  heart ,  and  all  my  delight  5  tphere-ever  I  am^ 

be  than  my  DireSor  ,  let  thy  Ward  be  my  Rule^ 

and  enable  me  to  live  according  to  that  Rule.    0 

Holy  J  BleJ/ed^  and  Glorions  Trinity^  one  God^ 

thoH  immenfe  Sea  of  Happinefi  ,  mal^^  me  to  kpim 

what  it  is  to  be  one  with  thee*    0  thou  Everlaji^ 

ing  Qoodnefs^  0  thou  Everlajiing  Wifdom^  0  than 

Ever  lofting  Sweetnefs  ,  grant  I  may  fee  thee^  Jee- 

ing^   may  love  thee  i   loving^  may  admire  thee^ 

admiring^  may  imitate  thee  ^   and  imitating  thee^ 

may  enjoy  thee^  enjoying  thee^  may  never  bejepa* 

rated  from  thee^  but  live  in  thy  Light  and  Love^ 

and  Glory  to  all  Eternfty. 


ft  ^rza^^^'^i^^^'^^^^^ix^jL^ /?-^3  ^^ 
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